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PREFACE. 

TF  other  Hijiories  are  entertaining, ,  infirudiive ,  and  ufeful,  furely  fuch  as 
^  immediately  relate  to  the  Human  Species  cannot  he  unacceptable  or  difi 
agreeable ;  efpecially  when  they  point  out  the  Places ,  Situations ,  Ways ,  Bu- 
Jinefies,  Climates ,  and  Countries  JitteJl  for  preferving  the  Healthy  prolonging 
the  Lifey  Jharpening  the  Genius ,  ripening  the  Judgement ,  and  fitting  the 
Body  for  Attion ;  thefe  render  life  ufeful,  comfortable,  and  defir  able,  and,  at 
the  fame  Time ,  the  People  more  prolific ,  healthy ,  and  robufi ;  fo  that  the 
Safety,  Defence,  Efiablijhment,  and  Continuance  of  a  Nation,  and  their 
Laws ,  Liberties ,  Rights,  and  Privileges  depend  on  thefe .  Now  no  proper 
Ffiimate  can  pofiibly  be  made  of  the  feveral  Degrees  of  Health ,  Longevity, 
and  Increafe  of  different  Places,  without  jufi  Regifiers  of  their  Births,  Mar¬ 
riages,  and  Funerals  •,  but  even  where  thefe  could  be  had,  fuch  Obfervations 
have  mofily  been  made  in,  and  confined  to  a  few  Cities  or  great  Towns,  t  ho  fuch 
are  mofily  found  to  be  Golgot has,  or  Places  of  the  Wafie  and  Defirublion  of 
Mankind,  but  feldom  of  their  Increafe,  and  often  leafi  prolific  :  And  there¬ 
fore  are  generally  the  mofi  improper  Gauges  to  af certain  the  true  Increafe 
and  Longevity  of  the  People.  Tho  the  Air,  in  Part,  may  be  blameable,  yet 
the  Vices,  Intemperance,  Irregularities,  and  Luxury  of  the  Inhabitants  are 
mofily  fo  in  general ;  as  appears  from  the  greater  Health,  longer  Life, 
Strength,  Hardinefs,  and  Fruitfulnefs  in  the  Neighbourhood  at  one  or  a  few 
Miles  Difiance',  and  from  the  Lives  of  thofe  who  come  out  of  the  Country 
to  fettle,  and  their  Children,  if  temperate  and  fiber,  tho  all  live  in  the 
fame  Air .  This  is  further  manifefled  from  the  Regifiers  of  the  fame  Places 
in  former  Periods,  wherein  the  Births  exceeded  the  Burials  more  than  at 
prefent .  But  the  Proof  of  this  would  appear  more  clearly,  would  the  Go¬ 
vernment  fend  out  an  Order  that  the  Clergy  of  all  Denominations  in  England 
fhould  fend  in  a  faithful  Extrabl  of  all  the  Births,  Marriages,  and  Bu¬ 
rials  in  each  Parifh  every  twenty  Years,  from  the  Beginning  of  their  Regifiers 
to  this  Time .  Nor  need  the  Numbers  of  the  feveral  Dffenters  in  England 
be  any  Hindrance  to  this ;  for  if  there  have  been  none,  a  Search  for  them  is 
needlejs ;  if  there  is,  or  has  been  any  confiderable  Body  of  them,  there  are  Me¬ 
thods  hereafter  given  to  find  out  pretty  near  their  Number,  if  the  Regifiers 
have  been  faithfully  kept  in  fun  dry  Periods . 

a  Former 
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Former  Writers  on  Bills  of  Mortality  have  not  fujjiciently  JJjewn  the  Ne- 
cejjity  and  Ufefulnefs  oj'  publijhing  the  Numbers  of  Marriages  in  their  Bills ; 
nor  given  us  the  different  Degrees  of  Mortality  in  Cities ,  Towns,  and  Coun¬ 
tries-,  nor  the  probable  Caufes  of  the  greater  Wajle  of  Mankind  in  fome  Places 
more  than  others ;  nor  given  us  Methods  how  to  af certain  the  Number  of  Fa¬ 
milies  and  Souls  in  Towns  or  Country  Parijhes ;  nor  of  the  Exports,  Emi¬ 
grants,  or  Imports ,  Increafe  or  Decreafe  of  People  in  fundry  Places ;  nor 
pointed  out  the  NeceJJity  and  Ufefulnefs  of  publijhing  the  Number  of  Marri¬ 
ages,  as  well  as  of  Births  and  Burials ;  nor  the  inter ejling  Effects  of  Virtue 
and  Vice  in  any  Place :  Without  thefe  Things  many  valuable  Remarks  on 
Bills  of  Mortality  are  loJL  Nor  will  a  Jloort  Syllabus  of  the  mojl  remark¬ 
able  Changes  of'  Air,  Weather,  Seafons ,  and  Food,  for  a  Series  of  Tears,  be 
ufelej's ;  without  which,  Obfervations  on  the  Bills  of  Mortality  would  too  often 
feem  a  meer  Narrative  of  Effects  without  conf  dering  their  Caufes .  But  if 
thefe  Particulars  were  properly  examined  and  publijhed,  they  would  make 
Jludying  Bills  of  Mortality  more  than  an  idle ,  fpeculative  Amufement,  as  the 
fame  Caufes  generally  produce  Jome  like  Effects,  and  therefore  may  help  us  to 
form  better  Ideas  of  the  Confequences  to  be  expelled  from  them • 

A  due  Attention  to  fome  of  the  following  Obfervations  f  to  which  others 
may  be  added)  may  be  at  this  Time  of  public  Service,  as  we  are  a  free,  flou¬ 
rishing  Nation,  poJJeffed  of  greater  Power  and  Dominion  than  ever  our  An- 
cejlors  enjoyed,  and  by  exerting  a  conjlant  watchful  Care  at  home,  and  in  our 
Colonies  and  Plantations,  to  encourage  every  Thing  that  may  promote  the 
Health  and  Profperity ,  the  Support  and  lawful  Increafe  of  Britifli  Subjects 
and  Allies,  and  thereby  lay  a  fure  Foundation  for  fuch  Naval  Power  and 
Military  Force  as,  by  Divine  AJfiJlance,  may  enable  us,  in  a  jujl  Caufe,  to 
cope  with  our  mojl  envious  or  perfidious  Enemies ,  and  tranfmit  our  Laws, 
Liberties ,  and  PoJJeJJtons  fecure  and  undiminijhed  to  the  latefi  Generation . 


The  following  Account,  taken  from  a  marginal  Note  in  a  Sermon  lately 
printed  at  New-England,  by  the  Rev .  Mr .  Ezra  Stiles,  before  a  Convention 
of  the  Clergy  at  Briftol  in  Rhode-Ifland,  April  23,  1760,  will  throw  a 
greater  Light  on  the  Point,  and  Jhew  more  clearly  the  quick  Increafe  of  that 
Colony,  than  any  Thing  I  have  yet  met  with  upon  that  Subject,  and  mufi 
highly  gratify  the  Curious,  as  very  few  Copies  of  that  Sermon  are  in  England. 

“  In  new-fettled  Countries  the  tranfplanted  Colonies,  by  an  eftablilhed 
Law  of  Nature,  in  a  good  Climate,  do  increafe  to  a  certain  patrial  Matu¬ 
rity  ;  then  they  begin  to  decline.  At  the  beginning  of  this  Increafe,  the 
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Period  of  Doubling  is  very  fhort,  and  the  Augmentation  rapid.  Afterward, 
the  Period  of  Doubling  is  extended,  till  it  gradually  ceafeth ;  and  is  fucceeded 
with  a  Diminution  flow  at  firft,  but  rapid  at  laft.  The  Period  of  patrial 
Maturity,  as  well  as  of  patrial  Doubling,  doubtlefs  in  fome  Meafure  cor- 
refponds  to  the  Nature  of  the  Climate :  The  former,  in  the  Climate  of 
New-England ,  may  have  been  about  1000  or  1200  Years;  the  latter,  20 
or  25  Years.  The  Period  of  rapid  patrial  Doubling  in  25  Years  may  reach 
it’s  Akme  in  one  Third  of  the  Term  requifite  to  the  final  Akme  of  In- 
creafe.  The  Ratio  of  patrial  Doubling  continues  equable  for  3  or  400 
Years ;  when  this  Ratio,  in  Confequence  of  another  Law  of  Nature,  be¬ 
gins  at  once  to  be  greatly  extended.  Pofterity  alone  can  more  accurately 
afeertain  thefe  Things.  If  we  look  into  Hiftory,  we  may  perhaps  be  in¬ 
clined  to  judge  the  Period  of  patrial  Maturity  about  800  or  1000  Years, 
perhaps  more  than  lefs.  The  70  Souls,  which  fprang  from  Jacob's  Loins, 
when  tranfplanted  into  Egypt ,  grew  and  multiplied,  in  about  215  Years, 
to  603,550  fenfible  Men  of  20  Years  old  and  upwards,  exclufive  of  the 
Levites:  Which,  confidering  the  young  Men  under  20  Years,  may  imply 
above  3,000,000  Souls,  an  Increafe  on  70  Souls  only  in  215  Years.  It  is 
true,  this  public  Cenfus  was  made  above  a  Year  after  the  Exodus ;  but  we 
are  given  to  underftand,  that  there  was  no  Increafe  in  the  Wildernefs, 
This  is  an  unparalleled  Increafe,  the  Period  of  doubling  being  about  14 
Years. 

«  New-England  has  advanced  120  Years  in  rapid  Increafe,  the  Term  of 
Doubling  being  20,  or,  according  to  Dr.  Franklin,  25  Years.  As  this  is 
much  flower  than  the  Increafe  of  Ifrael,  the  Period  of  rapid  Increafe,  as 
diftinguiflied  from  the  ultimate  Period  of  patrial  Increafe,  may  be  longer 
in  the  Proportion  of  14  to  25,  or  a  Ratio  formed  of  thefe  Numbers.  If 
Ifrael  reached  the  firft  in  215  Years,  we  may  reach  it  in  384;  of  which 
120  being  already  elapfed  this  prefent  Year  1760,  above  160  Years  of  ra¬ 
pid  Increafe  yet  remain ;  by  which  Time,  thro’  the  Bleffing  of  Heaven* 
we  in  the  Province  of  New-England  may  become  many  Millions. 

“  The  Increafe  of  the  maritime  Towns  is  not  equal  to  that  of  the  inland 
ones.  Tho’  the  Period  of  Doubling  for  the  whole  Colony  is  25  Years, 
now  that  the  maritime  Towns  make  fo  great  a  Proportion  of  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants,  yet  the  Period  is  different  for  different  Parts  of  the  Colony.  While 
-on  the  Sea-Coaft  it  is  above  25  Years,  yet  within  Land  it  is  20  and  15. 

««  In  the  four  Governments  of  New-England  are  about  530  congrega¬ 
tional  Churches.  In  1650  there  were  about  36  Churches.  In  1696  there 
were  but  130.  And  being,  A .  D.  1760,  increafed  to  530,  the  Propor¬ 
tion  of  Doubling  is  once  in  30  Years. 

“  Four 
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“  Four  thoufand  Britijh  Planters  fettled  New-England,  and  in  120  Years 
their  Pofterity  are  increafed  to  500,000  Souls. 

“  There  are  at  this  prefent  Year  1760  in  New-England , 

Epifcopalians  —  11,600 

Quakers  - .  1 6,000 

J  Baptifts  -  22,000 

Congregationalifts  440,000 

“  Their  refpedlive  Increafe  in  a  Century  from  thisTime,  fuppoiing  them 
to  double  once  in  25  Years. 

Epifcopal.  Quak.  Bapt.  Congregat. 

A.  D.  1760 —  11,600  16,000  22,000  440,000 

1785 —  23,200  32,000  44,000  880,000 

1810 —  46,400  64,000  88,000  1,760,000 

1831; —  92,800  128,000  176,000  3,520,000 

i860 — 185,600  256,000  352,000  7,040,000 


A  TABLE  of  Increafe  upon  500,000  Inhabitants  in  the  four  Nezv-England Governments  for  the  prefent 
Period  of  Doubling;  by  infpefting  which  may  be  feen  the  Number  of  Inhabitants  in  New-Engla?id  for 
each  Year. 


A.  D. 

N°  of  Inhab. 

A,D. 

Inhab. 

A.D. 

Inhabitants 

1760 

—  500,000 

1769  — 

641,710 

1778  — 

823,590 

1761 

—  514,050 

1770  — 

659,760 

1779  — 

846,745 

1762 

—  528,510 

1771  — 

678,305 

1780  — 

870,550  ' 

1763 

—  5A3»37° 

1772  — 

697,370 

1781  — 

895,025 

176+ 

—  .558,650 

1 773  — 

716,971 

1782  — 

920,185 

»76; 

—  5  74»  35° 

1774  — 

737,i3S 

1783  — 

946,060 

1766 

—  590,500 

*775  — 

757,857 

1784  — 

972,655 

1767 

—  607,000 

1776  — 

779>l65 

1785  — 

1 ,000,000 

5768 

—  624,170 

\  777  — 

801,070 

1810  — 

i83? 

2,000,000 

4,000,000 

And  as  this  Increafe ,  in  Proportion  to  the  Number  of  Inhabitants ,  is  much 
greater  in  Jome  of  our  Colonies  than  at  home ,  ( as  they  there  commonly  double 
their  Number  in  25  or  30  Tears)  therefore  all  proper  Attention,  Countenance, 
and  AJfjlance  Jhould  ever  be  given  to  thofe  by  Great-Britain.  The  healthiejl 
Situations  Jhould  frji  of  all  be  chofen  and  fixed,  and  every  Encouragement 
given  to  the  Settlers  to  extend  their  Commerce,  and  thereby  increafe  both 
their  Property,  their  Produce,  and  their  Numbers . — To  this  End  their  T r ade 
Jhould  be  left  as  jree  and  open  as  pofiible~no  unnecejfary  Taxes  or  Impofitions 
laid  upon  them,  but  all  burdenfome  Grievances  removed,  and  every  Indulgence 
granted  that  may  promote  the  Eafe ,  the  Peace,  and  Liberty  of  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants,  whereby  not  only  their  Property,  but  their  Fertility  and  Number  will 
certainly  be  increaj'ed,  and  the  true  Inter efi  of  Great-Britain  befi  promoted „ 
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A  COMPARATIVE  HISTORY 

OF  THE 

Increafe  and  Decreafe  of  Mankind  in  England, 

TO  pafs  a  right  Judgment  on  the  Healthinefs  or  Longevity  of  any 
Place  or  Country,  Cities  and  large  Towns  efpecially,  we  fhall 
go  as  far  back  as  we  have  good  Vouchers,  whereof  Parifh-Re- 
gifters  are  the  belt,  if  faithfully  kept,  and  for  a  long  Series  of 
Years.  Thus  we  are  able  to  trace  what  was  the  original  Eftate  of  the 
Health  of  the  City  of  London  only  40  Years  back,  ( viz.  from  1604  to  44) 
while  Unity  and  Harmony  in  Church  and  State  continued ;  for  from  that 
Period  often  began  Divilions  and  Separations,  or  both.  From  1604  to  24 
were  baptized  144,239,  whole  yearly  Medium  was  7211 ;  buried,  167,990; 
Medium,  8399;  whereof  died  of  the  Plague,  14,994;  Medium,  749. 
Suppofe  there  had  been  no  Plague,  about  fifteen  Sixteenths  of  that  Num¬ 
ber  would  have  died  of  common  Difeafes  and  Accidents  in  thofe  20  Years; 
thus  the  Number  of  Dead,  without  any  Plague,  had  been  152,996  ;  then 
Births  had  been  to  Burials  near  19  to  20,  or  8757  more  buried  than  born 
in  the  20  Years,  or  437  yearly.  This  gives  us  the  State  of  the  Health  of 
the  City  then;  but  great  Towns,  feldom  being  fo  fruitful  as  Country 
Places,  inftead  of  one  Family  of  feven  having  a  Child  yearly,  we  fhall 
take  one  for  every  eight  Families,  and  fix  Souls  to  each  Family,  which  is 
as  much  as  can  be  reafonably  allowed,  as  fhall  be  fully  proved  hereafter ; 
then  the  yearly  Births  being  7211,  the  Families  muft  have  been  57,688, 
the  Souls  346,128. 

In  the  fecond  or  next  20  Years,  viz.  from  1624  to  1644,  were  born 
186,608;  Medium,  9330;  buried,  267,832;  Medium,  13,391 ;  where¬ 
of  died  of  the  Plague,  56,423;  Medium,  2821.  Here  we  have  the 
Increafe  of  the  City  Births  in  this  Vicennary,  viz.  42,369,  near  2120 
yearly.  Increafe  in  the  Funerals,  99,842;  almoft  5000  yearly.  But,  al¬ 
lowing  for  the  Plague  as  above,  the  yearly  Funerals  had  been  10,570;  fo, 
by  common  Mortality  without  any  Plague,  the  City  had  yearly  1240 
more  buried  than  born,  or  more  than  a  ninth  Part,  which  in  the  firft  20 
Years  were  about  a  nineteenth  Part,  exclufive  of  the  Plague.  In  this  Vicen¬ 
nary  theNumber  of  Families  feems  to  have  been  74,640,  of  Souls  447,840. 

A  In 


1 


,  _  ■  ■  5  [  2  ] 

In  the  third  Vicennary,  from  1644  to  1664,  regidered  Baptifms  were 
142,256 ;  Medium,  7112,  near  100  fewer  than  the  fird;  yet  the  Burials 
are  nearly  the  fame  as  the  lad,  viz.  257,058,  or  above  one  Half  more 
than  the  firft,  yet  lefs  Plague  than  either  of  them;  it’s  Medium  was  12,852. 
The  great  Increafe  of  Funerals,  and  Decreafe  of  Chridenings  in  this  Period, 
fhew  the  dire  Divisions  and  Confufions  occafioned  by  the  Civil  War.  If 
we  fubtracd  (36,722)  a  feventh  Part  from  the  Buryings,  and  add  it  to  the 
Baptifms,  both  make  178,974,  then  there  remain  78, 1 1 1  unregidered  Bap¬ 
tifms.  This  was  done  in  the  lad:  Period,  wherein  the  Burials  exceed  Bap¬ 
tifms  42,962.  After  this  Period  there  is  no  calculating  the  Numbers  of 
Families  and  Souls  with  any  Certainty;  Chridenings  are  fodecreafed  and 
Burials  increafed,  from  the  great  Number  of  private  Baptifms  and  feparate 
Burying  Grounds,  befides  the  vad  Numbers  of  Places  of  public  Worfhip 
and  Burying  Places  belonging  to  the  Church,  never  yet  entered  into  the 
printed  Bills  of  Mortality,  and  the  fhameful  Negled  of  public  Regiders  in 
many  Places  from  the  Negligence  or  Abfence  of  the  Incumbents,  Cu¬ 
rates,  or  Clerks :  So  that  the  London  Bills  of  Mortality  are  now  of  little 
Ufe,  except  fhewing  the  general  State  of  Health,  the  Increafe  or  Decreafe 
of  the  City,  or  the  greater  Mortality  of  Males  and  Females. 

From  1664  to  84  were  regidered  241,587  Births;  Medium,  12,079. 
Buried,  in  all,  457,508;  whereof  died  of  the  Plague,  70,682:  Medium 
of  the  whole,  22,875.  Hitherto  Didenters  feem  to  have  had  no  Burying 
Places  of  their  own,  tho’  Monarchy  is  rediored,  the  Government  fettled, 
and  the  City  increafes  and  flourifhes ;  yet  here  we  have  only  241,587  re¬ 
gidered  Baptifms,  but  the  Births  mud:  have  been  362,148  ;  then  Baptifms 
not  regidered  were  about  120,561 ;  Families,  144,856 ;  Souls,  899,136. 

•  '  ’  *  v y  .  .  .  ...  -  -vi  .4  f  .  ■  „  : 

In  the  fird  Vicennaries,  outward  Unanimity  ftill  fubfiding  among  the 
Citizens,  we  fee  the  true  State  of  Health  of  the  City;  from  1604  to  44  Bu¬ 
rials  were  to  Births  as  near  four  to  three,  tho’  near  dx  Times  more  died  of 
the  Plague  in  the  fird  20  Years  than  in  the  fecond,  yea,  more  than  in  the 
fourth,  confidering  the  Increafe  of  theCity  andNumber  of  Inhabitants.  But 
the  Difference  between  the  fecond  and  third  is  mod  remarkable.  In  the  fe¬ 
cond,  the  yearly  Births  were  9330,  Burials  13,391 ;  in  the  third,  the  Births 
were  only  7112,.  but  the  Burials  12,852,  above  2200  baptized  fewer 
yearly  in.  the  third  than  fecond  Period.  From  the  Bills  of  the  fourth; Pe¬ 
riod  we  fee  Didenters  had  yet  few  or  no  Burying  Places  of  their  own. 
By  purfuing  this  Method  a  little  further,  it  would  be  eafy  to  difcover  the 
true  Number  of  Didenters,  as  it  would  dill  be,  were  the  yearly  legal  Mar¬ 
riages  publifhed  in  the  Bills  as  they  (hould  be,  and  are  in  other  Places. 

In 
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In  the  fourth  Vicennary  (not  fooner)  after  a  fifth  Part  of  the  Burials  are 
added  to  the  Births,  (to  complete  the  Number  of  Burials  as  ufually  (hould 
be  in  that  Vicennary)  there  remained  ftill  .122,420  Burials,  for  which  there 
are  no  Chriftenings ;  from  which  fubtradt  a  fifth  Part,  then  remains  yearly 
the  true  Number  of  unregiftered  Baptifms,  viz.  99,526,  or  near  100,000, 
whofe  Medium  is  5000  yearly;  fo  that  the  true  Medium  of  thofe  Baptifms 
which  ftand  at  12,079,  fliould  be  17,079,  to  anfwer  the  like  Proportion  to 
the  Funerals,  as  formerly.  It  is  true  70,682  died  of  the  Plague;  fo  did 
56,423  in  Period  fecond,  when  the  City  had  far  fewer  People;  but  in  the 
laft  17  Years  of  this  fourth  Period  there  was  no  Plague  :  Hence  in  that 
Time  moft  of  thofe  that  died  in  it  would  have  died  of  common  Difeafes 
and  Accidents.  But,  to  fet  this  Affair  in  a  clear  Light,  let  us  take  the 
next  24  Years,  viz.  from  1667  to  91 ;  herein  were  born  314,542;  bu¬ 
ried,  477,364;  born,  at  a  Medium,  13,106;  buried,  19,898;  remains, 
100,254  unregiftered  Baptifms,  over  and  above  one  Fifth  taken  from  the 
Buryings  and  put  to  the  Baptifms,  to  compleat  the  former  Proportion  of 
Buryings  to  Baptifms.  Hitherto  few  or  no  feparate  Burying  Places. 

In  the  fifth  and  laft  Period,  viz.  from  1738  to  61,  (wherein  moft  Dif- 
fenters  are  pofTeffed  of  their  own  Burying  Grounds)  were  baptized 
355,092;  to  which  add  a  fifth  Part  as  formerly,  when  the  City  was  far 
more  unhealthy,  and  buried  only  426,111 ;  but  in  this  Period  we  find 
558,087 ;  here  we  have  1 3 1,976  Burials,  for  which  we  have  no  Chriften¬ 
ings.  From  this  fubtradt  a  fifth  Part,  remains  105,581  unregiftered  Bap¬ 
tifms,  annually  4590,  of  Catholics,  Proteftant-Diflenters,  &c.  moft  of 
whom,  as  they  have  their  private  Baptifms,  have  alfo  their  feparate  Bury¬ 
ing  Places.  Thefe  4590  private  Baptifms,  added  to  the  yearly  15,439 
xegiftered  Chriftenings,  make  in  all  20,031.  This  makes  the  City  to 
conlift  of  140,217  Families;  and,  allowing  fix  Souls  to  each  Family,  one 
with  another,  (which  is  the  utmoft  that  can  reafonably  be  allowed,  as  we 
fhall  fee  hereafter)  make  841,302  Souls;  which  is  as  juft  an  Eftimate  as 
can  be  given  now,  except  Births,  Burials,  and  legal  Marriages  were  re-  ‘ 
giftered  at  the  Clerks’  Hall,  and  publifhed.  It  is  true  a  tolerable  Guefs, 
not  much  wide  of  the  Truth,  may  yet  be  made  of  Weddings  between 
1604  and  44,  by  allowing  four  or  four  and  a  Half  Children  to  each  Wed¬ 
ding  then,  (which,  in  moft  Regifters,  are  far  too  many  now,  in  Towns 
efpecially)  and  they  appear  to  be  about  82*968. 

*  J  •  ;•  .  Y  * 7  ’  •’  »  1  ‘  1  i  «.l-i  /  ■ ,  r  1  .  »  r  t  \  ?  4-  -  f  . 

1.  Hereby  are  pointed  out  feveral  valuable  Ufes  of  Bills  of  Mortality 

'  hitherto  unnoticed. - 2.  The  Time  when  the  Bills  of  Mortality  are 
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moft  to  be  depended  on,  viz*  before  the  Year  1644. - 3.  The  fpecial 

Preference  and  Regard  that  fhould  be  had  for  Bills  prior  to  that  Period, 
as  they  are  more  certain. — -4,  The  City  of  Londons  great  Negledf  in  not 
carefully  preferving  their  Bills  entire  before  1604,  viz.  65- Years  after  the 
Order  was  given  out  by  King  Henry  VIII.  in  1538 ;  and  alfo  the  Inex- 
cufeablenefs  of  fuch  Parishes  as  ftill  have  their  old  Regifters  that  lie  by  in 
a  moft  fcattered  Manner,  and  do  not  get  them  copied  out  to  preferve,  or  at 
leaft  get  written  out,  in  a  fair  Hand,  the  yearly  Totals  of  their  Births,  Mar¬ 
riages,  and  Funerals. - 5.  The  great  Defed:  of  the  London  Bills,  not  only 

in  totally  neglecting  legal  Marriages,  Diffenters  Chriftenings  and  Burials, 
but  in  ftill  omitting  thofe  belonging  to  feveral  Places  of  public  Worfhip  on 
the  prefent  Eftablifhment.  Tho’  here  is  fhewed  a  Way  how  we  may  come 
at  the  Knowledge  of  moft  of  the  former  Diflenting  Chriftenings  from 
j  644  to  84,  and  pretty  near  the  Truth,  a  Way  formerly  unthought  of.— 
6.  Here  we  find  the  natural  State  of  Health  of  the  City.  The  healthieft 
Time  the' City's  Records  can  fhew,  is  from  16 11  to  25,  14  Years  which 
fcarce  had  any  Plague,  when  the  former  laft  Plagues  had  fwept  off  Multi¬ 
tudes  of  it's  crazy  Inhabitants ;  born,  102,845;  buried,  122,554;  fcarce 
7850  born  yearly,  yet  above  8600  died  yearly;  near  1000  more  died  than 

were  born. - 7.  We  fee  here  a  near  Proportion  between  Chriftenings  and 

Buryings  in  the  above  Vicennary. - -8.  Here  we  have  difcovered  a  more 

fure  and  ea fy  Way  to  difcover  the  Number  of  Families  and  Souls  in  any 
Place  where  there  are  no  Diffenters,  than  by  all  former  Diiputes,  Conjec¬ 
tures,  and  Computations.  The  fame  we  have  from  legal  Marriages  pub- 
lifhed,  be  the  Diffenters  many  or  few. — -And,  9.  Hereby  we  come  at  or 
near  the  Bulk  of  Diffenters,  as  is  fhewn  above. 

Some  Obfervations  on  the  Bills  of  the  Metropolis  challenge  our  Atten¬ 
tion.  Firft,  in  the  Bills  publifhed  for  the  firft  40  Years,  were  born 
332,168;  died,  of  common  Difeafes  and  Accidents,  355, 326;  of  the 
Plague,  116,087;  Total,  471,413.  Here  were  149,245  more  buried 
than  born;  13,1 58  more  died  of  common  Difeafes  (Plague  excepted) 
than  were  born  ;  Burials,  of  common  Difeafes  only,  exceeded  the  Births, 
at  a  yearly  Medium,  about  800  :  Or,  allowing  a  third  Part  that  died  then 
in  the  Plague  to  have  outlived  thefe  Years,  which  is  yet  by  far  too  large  an 
Allowance,  then  77,392  more  would  have  died  of  common  Difeafes. 
Thus  108,960  more  had  been  buried  than  born  in  40  Years;  that  is, 
above  a  Third  more  died.  In  the  following  Table  for  the  Years  1592, 
93,  (of  92  we  have  only  the  yearly  Totals;  of  93  we  want  January  and 
February ,  therefore  their  yearly  Totals  are  put  before  the  laft  Totals  at 

the 
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the  Bottom)  1603,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  25,  30,  36,  37,  40,  42,  43,  44,  45, 
46,  47,  65.  In  Column  id  of  this  Table  are  the  Totals  that  died  monthly 
of  common  Difeafes ;  Column  2d,  the  Numbers  that  died  in  thofe  Months 
of  the  Plague;  Column  3d,  the  Totals  that  died  of  both;  Column  4th, 
the  monthly  Births  in  thofe  Years. 


Died  of  common 
Difeafes. 

Of  the 
Plague. 

Totals 
of  both. 

Born. 

December 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

16280 

■446 

*3'  *4 
16348 

1 5775 

I  6056 

3283 

1 106 

1456 

*93 

J525 

1925 

!9563 

2552 

1457° 

17241 

17300 

17981 

4277 

4784 
6614 
6388 
!  6614 

6785 
6845 
6983) 

93i5 

9522 

9160 

1085c 

10370 

10670 

Total  |  79019I  1 0 1 88 1  89207 

Tune 

July 

Auguft 

Septemb. 

October 

Novemb. 

16753 

23176 

38778 
349 1 9 

9722 

16228 

3525 

21438 

43425 

49555 

29688 

1 0242 

20278 

44614 

82203 

84474 

39410 

26470 

1139576 

}i  57873(297449!  9410 

Totals 

139576 

79OI9 

14987 

157873 
101 88 

1 15°3 

297449 

89207 

26490 

8104 

7966 

7583 
|  7822 
!  qq6? 

Totals  1233582)179564 

(413146 

16002Q 

In  the  20  fpecified  Years  in  this  Table, 
we  find  a  prodigious  Lofs,  which  neceffa-7 
rily  demands  a  fpeedy  Supply  of  Inhabi¬ 
tants,  or  the  City  mufl  quickly  be  depo¬ 
pulated,  viz.  a  yearly  Waite  of  about 
10,400  People,  requiring  the  like  Recruit. 
But  in  the  Time  of  the  Plague  the  frefh 
Recruits,  many  of  them  corning  out  of  a 
fine,  pure,  healthy  Air,  would  fooner  be 
infedted  with  the  Contagion  than  the  Na¬ 
tives  accuftomed  to  that  Air.  Tho’  the 
Bills  after  69  did  leave  out  the  Article  of 
the  Plague,  yet,  from  1681  to  1711,  (30 
Years)  were  only  regiftered  250,008  Bap- 
tifms,  and  645,937  Burials ;  the  former  to 
the  latter  as  25  to  64--.  The  Births  to  the 
Burials  in  the  above  20  Years,  when  there 


were  few  or  no  feparate  Burying  Places,  are  near  three  to  feven  on  the 
whole ;  but  in  the  Plague  of  93,  as  one  to  fix ;  in  i6or,  as  one  to  eight; 
in  36,  as  one  to  five ;  in  65,  as  one  to  ten. 


Tho’  the  prefent  London  Bills  begin  only  with  the  Plague  of  1592,  yet 
the  City  had  often  been  vifited  with  the  Plague  before,  and  was  feldom 
long  free  from  it,  from  1603  to  78 ;  but  the  Mortality  itfelf  was  neither 
equal  in  Years  nor  Months;  for  in  1592  and  93  died  of  it  21,955;  in 
1603,  30,561;  in  25,  45,433;  in  30,  1317;  in  36,  10,400;  in  65, 
68,596.  The  Months  and  Seafons  differed  as  widely.  The  greateft  Mor¬ 
tality  was  in  Auguj:  and  September ,  wherein  died  166,677;  in  July  and 
October,  84,019;  in  all  the  other  eight  Months  148,925.  It  probably 
was  this  greater  Mortality  in  Harveft  by  common  Difeafes,  as  well  as 
by  the  Plague,  during  July ,  Augujl,  and  September ,  which  induced  Major 
Grant  to  think  Autumn  the  fataleft  Seafon  in  London,  and  October,  Janu - 
unary,  February ,  and  April  the  healthieft ;  wherein  he  contradicts  his 
former  Affertion.  The  great  Superiority  of  Funerals  to  Chriftenings  was 

much 
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much  owing  to  the  greater  Refort  to  the  City  in  Winter ;  tho’  we  fee  the 
greateft  Deaths  then  was  in  Plarveft,  when  there  was  leaft  Company  in 
Town.  But  in  a  later  Table,  viz.  from  1732  to  47,  we  find  February , 
March ,  and  May  exceed  the  other  Months  much  in  Mortality,  (as  it  com¬ 
monly  is  in  other  Places)  for  in  them  died  140,852 ;  but  in  June ,  Jufy, 
April,  and  Augujl  died  only  112,859;  29,000  Odds,  or  almoft  2000 
monthly.  In  the  other  four  Months,  of  mean  Mortality,  died  125,126; 
in  all,  378,837:  Thefe  Months  might  be  more  fatal  in  Grant's  Time, 
both  as  common  Difeafes  might  often  be  attended  with  fome  Taint  of  the 
Plague,  the  City  being  then  feldom  clear  of  it,  (efpecially  when  it  came 
by  Air  or  Food)  and  no  Doubt  feveral  dead  of  the  Plague  might  be  re¬ 
ported  to  the  Searchers  to  be  dead  of  other  Difeafes,  to  leffen,  as  much  as 
poflible,  the  general  Panic.  In  perufing  Country  Bills,  the  Spring  is  ge¬ 
nerally  found  molt  fatal ;  fo  that  the  Spring  greater  Mortality  in  London 
cannot  be  juftly  imputed  to  the  Winters  greater  Refort  thither.  But,  to 
be  fatisfied  of  the  Truth  of  this,  compare  the  former  or  latter  Winter  or 
Autumn  and  Spring  Bills  together,  and  find  what  Addition  the  Refort  of 
Company  makes  to  them,  and  fee  the  Difference  now,  and  when  there  was 
lefs  Refort;  as  in  the  Reigns  of  King  James  I.  and  King  Charles  I.  'when 
few  Parliaments  were  called,  and  their  Sefiions  as  fhort ;  feldom  any  War 
at  home  or  abroad,  (before  1642)  and  the  Weljh  Courts  of  Juftice  were 
held  at  Ludlow .  All  thefe  are  now  a  great  Caufe  of  much  Company  go¬ 
ing  to  London  in  Winter;  and  even  then  the  Spring  might  be  found  the 
moft  mortal  Seafon  in  the  Year. 

In  the  above  five  Years  greateft  Plagues  in  London ,  (exclufive  of  that  of 
1562,  wherein  died  20,136)  the  yearly  Medium  is  about  47,084  that  died; 
or  near  fevenfold  the  Births,  which  were  only  39,551 ;  their  Medium, 
6592.  Thefe  Plagues  cut  off  about  717,892,  which  were  more  Citizens 
than  had  ever  lived  at  any  one  Time  before  then :  Hence  the  Government 
can  never  be  too  circumfped:  and  cautious  to  prevent  it’s  Importation  or 
Admiflion  from  abroad ;  nor  too  careful  in  providing  the  City  Granaries 
with  healthy  Provifions,  fhould  a  Plague  arife  from  Famine,  or  unwhole- 
fome  Food  at  home  :  Which  good  Defign  may  be  greatly  promoted,  when 
there  are  juft  Caufes  to  apprehend  a  Dearth  or  Scarcity,  by  putting  a  Stop 
to  the  Exportation  of  Grain,  and  encouraging  it’s  Importation;  taking 
the  Drawback  from  one,  and  giving  it  to  the  other ;  by  preventing  Di¬ 
stillation  of  Spirits,  and  melting  Wheat  into  Malt;  by  putting  down  S  wai¬ 
ters,  and  hindering  Millers  from  turning  Badgers ;  by  making  hoarding  up 
and  monopolizing  Corn,  capital ;  for  the  utmoft  Vigilance  fhould  always 
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be  ufed  for  the  Support  of  the  Poor,  as  they  are  the  Strength  of  the  Na¬ 
tion,  both  in  Peace  and  War,  by  Land  and  Sea. 

Here  are  three  Septennaries  of  the  Ages  wherein  the  Citizens  moftly 
die;  the  firft,  by  Grant' s  Reckoning,  from  1629  to  36;  the  fecond,  from 
1728  to  £5  ;  the  third,  from  1755  to  62 ;  Column  6th,  Edinburgh ;  7th, 
Northampton ;  8th,  Vienna ;  the  9th,  Brejlaw,  No  Places  have  given  us 
the  Ages  of  thofe  that  died  of  the  Plague  particularly,  but  of  all  common 
Difeafes;  tho’  we  often  fee  that  fome  Difeafes  a fled:  fome  Ages  and  Con- 
ftitutions  more  than  others  at  certain  Seafons. 


1 

2 

3 

6 

7 

Under  6  Years  old 

27000 

Under 

2 

69926 

49777 

450 

1 55 

6  to  16 

14000 

2  to 

5 

16223 

1 3668 

467 

1 18 

16  to  26 

I5°5° 

5  to 

10 

7019 

5087 

146 

64 

26  to  36 

6080 

10  to 

20 

585° 

4395 

77 

59 

36  to  46 

4020 

20  to 

3° 

1  3791 

1 1088 

105 

122 

46  to  56 

2747 

30  to 

40 

17047 

1 2840 

156 

89 

56  to  66 

2077 

40  to 

5° 

1 69 1 6 

12659 

232 

21 1 

66  to  76 

*35° 

50  to 

60 

13618 

1 1309 

203 

hi 

76  to  86 

670 

60  to 

70 

11654 

9673 

220 

112 

72994 

70  to 

80 

7535 

7222 

186 

91 

80  to 

90 

4756 

3102 

55 

55 

90  to  100 

95 1 

550 

1 1 

6 

I 

185286 

141370 

2308 

lI93 

Ages. 
Under  2 


2  to 
5  to 
7  to 
10  to 
16  to 

20  tO 
25  to 
30  to 

35  ^ 

40  to 

45  t0 
50  to 

5  5  t0 
60  to 
65  to 
70  to 

75  t0 
80  to 

85  to 
90  to 
95  to  100 
too  to  109 


5 

7 

to 

16 

20 

25 

3° 

35 

40 

45 

5° 

55 

60 

65 

70 

75 

80 

85 

90 

95 


Vienna. 
1 1232 
3469 
933 


473 

427 

319 

743 

807 

969 

995 

1062 

1018 

995 

805 

928 

776 

715 

554 

371 

21 5 
68 

57 

28 


27959 


Breilaw. 

1 7  3  3 
580 

265 

1  *5 

56 
38 
48 
129 
1 16 

H7 
1 29 

164 

160 

i79 

170 

199 

j$i 

169 

35 

25 

25 

7 

4 


4644 


In  London,  from  1629  to  35  inclufive,  born, 

67,210;  buried,  67,356:  From  1728  to  34,  born, 

I2I>543>  buried,  188,208:  From  1755  t0  62, 
born,  103,505;  buried,  142,175.  Edinburgh  has 
only  the  Age  and  Burials  of  1740  and  41.  Nor¬ 
thampton  in  13  Years,  between  1742  and  57  inclu- 
iive,  had  2839  Births,  and  2475  Burials,  Diffenters 
included ;  and  tho’  the  Town  has  four  Churches, 
yet  only  All  Saints  fent  in  the  Ages  and  Difeafes.  In  1728,  32,  38,  39, 
died  in  Vienna ,  27,932  :  In  Brejlaw ,  in  1722,  3,  4,  died  4649  :  In  Edin- 
burgh  City  only  died  in  46  Years,  Children,  25,398;  Adults,  23,048: 
In  Dublin,  in  28  Years,  died,  under  16  Years  old,  35,002 ;  above  16, 
37,364:  Carjlarphen,  near  Edinburgh,  in  feven  Years,  buried,  Children, 
1637;  Adults,  1001. 

In  this  Table  is  remarkable,  1.  The  great  Increafe  of  London  in  one 
Century,  viz,  from  1629  to  1728  :  Burials  rofe  from  67,356  (tho’  1600 
died  of  the  Plague)  to  188,287  :  An  Increafe  of  near  121,000,  exclufive 

of  Diffenters  Burying  Grounds,  and  thofe  of  Foreigners. - 2.  Since  the 

Di£~ 
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Difparity  then  between  Chriftenings  and  Buryings  was  far  lefs  confider- 
able,  and  the  City  Air  and  Water  much  worfe,  (as  is  evident  from  the 
great  Death  of  Children  and  of  Adults  now,  in  Proportion)  then  one 
Caufe  of"  the  Difparity  now,  is  from  unregiftered  Baptifms,  and  the 
yearly  greater  Refort  of  frefti  Incomers,  baptized  before  they  come,  and 
dying  there:  There  were  alfo  more  Abortives  and  Still-born  regiftered  for¬ 
merly. - 3.  Since  there  is  fo  great  a  Difparity  now  between  the  Bap¬ 

tifms  and  Buryings,  then  fome  of  that  laudable  neceffary  Policy  uled  at 
that  Time  mull  be  wanting,  to  the  greater  Drain  of  the  Country  Youths, 

and  weakening  the  Natives. - 4.  This  gives  a  Sort  of  Key  to  what  fhould 

be  the  true  Number  of  Births  now,  as  they  will  not  give  the  legal  Mar¬ 
riages,  which  would  foon  inform  us ;  for  once  the  Number  of  Births,  at 
a  Medium,  was  *9601  to  9622  Buryings.  In  our  fecond  Septennary  the 
Number  of  Births  was  17*363 ;  Buryings,  at  a  Medium,  26,601  :  Here 
wants  near  9000  yearly  Births.  Births,  in  the  third  Septennary,  are 
103,505;  Burials,  142,175;  Medium,  of  Births,  14,786,  of  Burials, 
20,350  :  Here  is  wanting  only  38,370  Births,  i,  e.  55 24  yearly;  or  near 

a  third  Part;  but  this  is  in  Part  cleared  before. - 5.  Here  feems  to  be  a 

vifible  Decreafe  of  Citizens  in  20  Years ;  Births,  from  a  Medium,  at 
27,363,  are  fallen  to  14,786 ;  Burials,  from  26,601,  to  20,310:  But,  in 
Reality,  the  City  is  much  more  populous  than  appears  by  the  Bills,  not 
only  on  Account  of  private  Births  and  Burials,  but  of  feveral  Burying 
Places  belonging  to  the  eftablifhed  Church,  never  taken  into  the  Bills; 
whilft  the  French ,  boafting  of  their  Metropolis,  croud  their  yearly  Bills 
not  only  with  each  of  the  Citizens,  but  with  Dead  from  diftant  Places,  as 
their  Hofpital  De  Invalids,  tho*  a  national  Holpital ;  whilft  London ,  con- 
fcious  of  her  Majority,  drags  none  into  her  Bills  but  fuch  as  are  either  con¬ 
tiguous  or  continuous  f Hackney  excepted)  but  omits  many  in  herBofom. 
In  1686  the  Houfes  and  Families  in  London  and  Paris  were  calculated  by 
Sir  William  Pettey  and  Mr.  Auzout ;  at  laft  both  agreed  that  London  was 
to  Paris  as  14  to  13.  In  London  were  105,315  Houfes;  but  out  of  them 
Sir  William  deducted  10,331,  which  contained  only  two  Families  a-piece; 
the  other  Houfes,  many  Families,  115,840,  fix  Souls  to  each  Family,  in 
all  695,076.  The  Houfes  in  Paris  were  23,223,  allowing  £ even  Fami¬ 
lies  to  each  Houfe,  and  fix  Souls  to  each  Family,  487,680. - 6.  This 

Table  fhews  whether  different  Situations,  Buildings,  Manners,  or  Bufi- 
neffes  of  Life;  free,  open,  well-aired,  or  mewed,  thruft-up,  ftrait,  narrow 
Places  are  more  healthy,  favourable,  or  fatal  to  fome  Ages,  Conftitutions, 
Dileafes,  &c.  At  Vienna  died,  under  five  Years  old,  14,699,  out  of  27,932, 
above  one  Half:  At  Brejlaw ,  2315  out  of  4651  :  At  Northampton ,  above 

one 


C  9  ] 


one  Half. - 7.  Here  we  fee  which  are  ordinarily  the  moil  dangerous  Pe¬ 

riods  of  Life  after  Infancy ;  which  at  Vienna  is  from  40  to  50,  near  two 
of  13  die;  the  like  *in  London  lately:  In  Northampton ,  from  50  to  60, 
and  70  to  80,  all  three  Ages  pretty  much  alike :  In  Edinburgh ,  from  60 

to  70,  after  Childhood. - 8.  Had  we  from  feveral  very  different  and 

diftant  Places,  for  long  Courfes  of  Years,  exad:  Bills  with  the  Ages,  we 
fhould  fee  whether  the  fame  Periods  of  Life  were  equally  fatal  in  all  Places, 
or  how  they  differ  in  fundry  Places :  Thus,  in  London ,  from  26  to  36  is 
fatal ;  hut  in  the  fecond  Period,  from  40  to  70,  and  in  the  third,  from 
30  to  40;  and  from  40  to  70,  in  different  Periods. 

TABLE  III. 


Of  Difeafes  and  Cafualties.  Column  ift,  in  London ,  from  1629  to  36; 
Column  2d,  and  fecond  Odtennary,  from  1695  to  1702 ;  Column  3d,  and 
third  O&ennary  of  Londony  from  1754  to  62 ;  Column  4th,  Edinburgh , 
from  1750  to  62;  Column  5th,  All  Saints ,  Northampton ,  for  13  Years; 
Column  6th,  Viennay  for  1738  and  39;  Column  7th,  Berliny  for  1722, 
23,  24;  Column  8th,  Brejlaw ,  for  1722,  23,  24. 
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Gout,  Sciatic,  Cramp  - 

Gravel  and  Stone  - - 

Rheumatifm  -  — 

Rickets,  Liver- grown,  Spleen 

French  Pox  -  - 

Evil,  Sores,  Ulcers,  Swellings 

Cancer  -  - 

Surfeit  — £■  * - 

Stoppage  at  Stomach  - 

Ruptures  -  - 

Plead- Ach,  Megrim  - 

Flux  and  Bloody  Flux  - 

Jaw-fallen  -  - 

Jaundice  -  - 

Grief  -  - 

In  the  firft  London  Odennary  were  born  76,632;  buried,  91,168  ;  of 
which  12,000  died  of  the  Plague.  In  the  fecond  Odennary  were  born 
121,823;  buried,  159,028.  In  the  third  Odennary  were  born  118,452; 
buried,  164,871  :  No  Plague  in  the  two  la  ft  Odennaries.  Some  Num¬ 
bers  are  loft  in  the  Tables  of  Difeafes.  Buried  at  the  JVeJi  Kirk  and  Grey - 
Fryers  Church  only,  in  Edinburgh ,  from  1750  to  62,  19,619.  In  Vienna , 
in  1738  and  39,  13,521,  tho’  there  are  only  9331  in  the  Table.  Tho’  the 
London  Tables  of  Difeafes  are  deficient,  yet  the  foreign  are  far  more  fb. 
The  former  are  very  incorred  in  claffing  Difeafes  of  different  Kinds  toge¬ 
ther  in  the  fame  Articles ;  as  Cancers,  Fiftula,  Gangrene,  Wen,  Wolf, 
Liver-grown,  Spleen,  and  Rickets ;  all  Sorts  of  Cholics  in  one ;  various 
Kinds  of  Dropfies  in  another ;  all  Fevers  in  another.  Tho’  foreign  Bills 
want  many  Difeafes,  yet  they  are  much  more  particular  in  right  claffing 
thofe  they  have ;  as  in  Difeafes  of  the  Bread:,  they  divide  them  into  Hec¬ 
tic,  Inflammatory,  Impofthumations,  Atrophy,  Catarrh,  Afthma,  Cough, 
Decay,  Catarrhs  hot  and  cold.  The  like  Divifion  of  the  Difeafes  of  the 
Belly ;  Fevers,  into  Intermittents,  continual,  flow,  ardent,  inflammatory, 
low,  putrid,  with  or  without  Loofenefs ;  Pally,  numb,  or  fhaking.  They 
fpecify  the  feveral  Haemorrhages.  Such  Divifions  are  very  neceffary. 

In  the  firft  London  Odennary  are  fome  ufelefs,  unintelligible,  or  fuper- 
ftitious  Articles;  as  Bleach,  Wolf,  Planet-ftruck ;  fome  whereof  had  fo 
few,  that  they  deferved  no  Place  in  the  Table;  as  Scald  Head,  Spleen, 
Wen,  Shingles,  Calentures,’ Mother,  &c.  Of  each  of  the  laft  five  died  4; 
of  Fright,  5;  Itch,  10;  Bleedings,  23;  blafted,  60;  Falling  Sicknefs,  48; 
Heach-Ach,  6;  Cancer,  Gangrene,  Fiftula,  196;  Jaw-fallen,  82;  Me¬ 
grim,  46.  Rickets  appeared  firft  in  the  Bills  in  1634;  Scurvy,  in  55;  it 
prevailed  much  after.  Stoppage  at  the  Stomach  was  not  heard  of  before 
36  ;  nor  Swine  or  Chicken  Pox,  which  almoft  vanifhed  foon  after.  Spot¬ 
ted  Fever  was  not  made  a  feparate  Article  before  1728.  In  the  fecond 
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Odtennary  13  died  of  Diabetes;  of  the  Head  mould-fhot,  95;  Liver-grown, 
74;  Rickets,  3204;  King’s  Evil,  500;  Fiftula,  55;  Sores  and  Ulcers,  23o; 
Head-Ach  and  Megrim,  17 ;  Impofthumes  and  Swellings,  426. 

Rheumatifm  was  added  in  1689 ;  Mortifications,  in  1702,  tho’  Gan¬ 
grene  is  ftill  retained.  Purple  and  Spotted  Fevers  had  no  feparate  Article 
from  other  Fevers,  but  from  1701  to  29.  From  1703  to  23  Scarlet  Fe¬ 
vers  made  another  Article.  Inflammations  crept  into  the  Bills  in  1704. 
From  1701  to  28,  died  of  the  Purples,  581;  rofe  from  56  in  one  Year.  In 
the  fame  Year  died  of  the  Spotted  Fever,  2409.  From  1703  to  23,  died 
of  the  Scarlet  Fever,  92.  Before  1702  the  fame  Article  fervea  for  Dropfy 
and  Tympany ;  then  they  were  parted.  From  1702  to  58,  died  of  Drop- 
lies,  51,623 ;  of  a  Tympany,  584  :  After  which  the  Diftemper  feemed  to 
be  wearing  out,  for  not  above  1,  2,  or  3  died  of  it  in  a  Year,  and  fome- 
times  none.  After  1701,  Canker,  Thrufh,  and  Cancer  were  feparated;  in 
which  Time  died  of  the  fecond,  4963;  of  the  third,  3518.  From  1704 
to  24,  died  of  the  Chincough,  58.  In  1702  Mortification  was  taken  into 
the  Bill,  tho’  Gangrene  was  Hill  kept  in  till  1721.  From  1684  to  1762, 
died  of  a  Diabetes,  155 ;  and  of  a  Fiftula,  from  1701  to  62,  155. 

Thus  we  fee  the  feveral  Alterations  made  in  the  Articles  of  the  Bills  fince 
the  Year  1629,  when  an  Account  began  to  be  kept  of  the  Difeafes  and 
Cafualties  of  which  People  died.  Grant  fays,  in  20  Years  after  that  died,  in 
the  whole,  229,250 ;  and  that  71,124  died  of  Convulfions,  Worms,  Teeth, 
Abortives,  Chryfoms,  Infants,  Liver-grown,  and  over-laid.  And  it  ap¬ 
pears  by  examining  the  Regifter,  that,  from  1647  to  57,  in  thofe  ten  Years 
died,  of  all  Difeafes,  114,956;  and  of  the  above  Difeafes  fatal  to  Children 
under  four  or  five  Years  old,  died  35,344,  which  is  above  a  Third  of  the 
Whole.  Again,  from  1752  to  62,  were  buried,  of  all  Difeafes,  204,632; 
and  of  Children,  of  the  above  Difeafes  and  Ages,  51,915,  or  56,  to  204  f. 

Another  Ufe  of  the  above  is,  that  where  feveral  Difeafes  of  different 
Kinds  were  injudicioufly  huddled  together  in  one  Article,  being  feparated 
we  fee  their  feveral  Mortalities  clearly,  which  were  not  vifible  before. 

1.  Though  the  Number  of  Still-born,  Abortives,  and  Chryfoms  is 
dwindled  to  little  above  a  fifth  Part,  yet  about  four  Times  more  die  now 
of  Convulfions  than  in  the  firfl  Odtennary ;  both  which  added,  make 
about  a  fourth  Part  of  the  whole  dead  :  But  in  the  fecond  Odtennary  they 
make  10,000,  or  a  Seventh  lefs  than  a  fourth  Part ;  the  Reafon  whereof 
feems  not  to  be  that  Abortives,  Still-born,  and  Chryfoms  are  fo  many 
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fewer  now,  but  fewer  of  them  are  regiftered  now  than  formerly,  when 
meer  Embrios  were  regiftered :  Hence  one  -Reafon  why  the  Death  of 
Children  is  diminifhed,  but  of  Adults  increafed ;  not  that  Abortives  and 
Still-born  are  thrown  into  Convulfions;  for  with  what  Propriety  can  thole 
be  faid  to  die  of  Convulftons,  who  never  breathed,  or  were  born  dead,  or 
their  Mothers  mifcarried  of  them  early  ?  Tho’  Convtalfions  are  increafed 
greatly  between  the  End  of  the  firft  and,  the  Beginning  of  the  fecond  Oc- 
tennary,  to  which  the  unnatural  and  premature  Death  of  Baftards,  expiring 

under  the  Name  of  Convulfions,  may  contribute. - 2.  The  Mortality  of 

the  Small-Pox  and  Mealies  is  greatly  increafed.  In  the  firft  Odtennary  it 
was  2767  ;  in  the  third,  16,930 ;  above  fixfold  the  firft,  tho’  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  are  not  doubled. - 3.  The  Numbers  dying  of  Teething  and  Worms 

is  alfo  double  in  the  third  Odtennary. - 4.  Canker  and  Thrulh,  from 

three  and  a  Half  in  the  firft  Odtennary,  rofe  to  above  eight  in  the  fecond; 
but  fell  in  the  third  to  feven,  tho’  there  were  above  6000  more  Funerals : 
So  thefe  two  feem  declining.- — -5.  Rickets,  in  the  firft  Period,  were  761 ; 
in  the  fecond,  2916 ;  in  the  third,  only  62.  They  are  almoft  w'orn  out. — 

6.  Head  mould-lhot  is  almoft  out,  as  alfo  Jaw-fallen  and  Swine  Pox  are 
near  out.  Thefe  are  a  Clafs  of  Difeafes  chiefly  belonging  to  Children;  tho* 
Thoufands  of  them  die  of  other  Difeafes,  (and  fome  few  Adults  of  thefe) 
efpecially  Gripes  and  Confumptions,  common  to  both,  as  well  as  Fevers. — 

7.  In  the  firft  Odtennary,  wherein  only  79,165  (exclufive  of  the  Plague)  di¬ 
ed,  31,000  died  of  Children’s  Difeafes,  befides  Purples,  Ralh,  In  the 

fecond  Odtennary  64,623  Children  died  out  of  159,028.  In  the  third  Oc- 
tennary  72,168  Children  died  out  of  164,871,  in  the  whole  nearly  twoFifths. 
In  the  firft  Odtennary  near  31  out  of  80.  In  the  fecond,  64^  to  159.  In 
the  third,  as  72  to  164-^.  So  that  in  Proportion  more  died  of  Children’s 
Difeafes  in  the  third  than  firft  Otftennary,  Plague  excepted.  The  two  moft 
fatal  Diftempers  both  to  Children  and  Adults,  are  Confumptions  and  Fevers, 
whereof  died  in  the  firft  Ocftennary,  27,479;  in  the  fecond,  52,664;  in  the 
third,  47,634. —  8.  In  the  third  Odtennary  the  following  Articles  run  much 
higher  than  in  either  of  the  other,  in  Proportion  to  the  Totals,  viz.  Con- 
vuliions,  Still-born,  Chryfoms,  Aged,  Lunatic,  Dropfies,  Small  Pox,  French 
Pox,  Teething,  Cancer,  Gout,  Jaundice,  Palley,  Inflammations,  Mortifi¬ 
cations,  and  Cafualties.  All  thefe  together,  in  the  firft  Odtennary,  were 
39,566  ;  in  the  fecond,  79,878  ;  in  the  third,  97,175.  On  the  contrary, 
thefe  Articles  are  declining  between  the  fecond  and  third  Odtennaries,  viz . 
Fluxes,  Haemorrhages,  Ruptures,  Gripes,  Stone  and  Gravel,  Evil,  Sores, 
Ulcers,  Gangrene,  Fiftula,  Impofthumes  and  Swellings,  Itch,  Scurvy,  Le- 
profy.  Liver-grown,  Rickets,  Surfeits,  Head  mould-lhot,  and  Worms. 

Dead 
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Dead  of  all  thefe  Difeafes,  in  the  fecond  Odtennary,  17,315 ;  in  the  third, 
1427;  and  in  the  firft,  8498.  So  that  fome  Difeafes  feem  to  have  a  tem¬ 
porary  Reign,  or  fome  hitherto  unknown  Periods  ’  or  Rotations.  This 
teems  to  hint  that  Surgery  is  much  better  known  and  improved  than  Phy¬ 
tic ;  or  that  Phyficians  have  changed  their  Track  of  Practice  for  a  worfe, 
efpecially  in  fanguine,  inflammatory,  and  eruptive  Diforders,  and  calls  to 
reflect  and  compare  the  Succefs  of  the  prefent  and  Antiparaceljian  Me¬ 
thods  of  Cure. 

In  Edinburgh ,  Confumptions,  Fevers,  Small-Pox,  and  Teething  are  full 
as  fatal  as  in  London ;  but  fewer  Abortions  (or  not  regiftered)  and  Con- 
vullions,  fatal  Fluxes,  Bleedings,  Cholic,  and  Gripes;  no  Lunatics,  Le~ 
profy,  or  Lethargy ;  French  Pox  (tho’  they  have  them  as  well  as.  their 
Neighbours)  are  not  mentioned,  and  in  London  only  a  few  of  them  out  of 
fome  Hofpitals ;  but  as  we  have  only  the  Edinburgh  Bills  of  Mortality  for 
the  Weji  Kirk  and  Grey-Fryers,  it  is  a  very  lame  one.  Perhaps  they  have 
no  Searchers;  but  the  Grave-Maker’s  inquiring  of  the  Friends  at  the  Fu¬ 
neral,  might  foon  be  informed  of  the  common  Difeafes  they  died  of. 

Northampton  has  more  Confumptions,  but  few  Convulfions,  and  is  more 

fatal  to  Teething  and  Child-Bed  Women. - Fevers  and  Confumptions 

are  the  moft  fatal  Difeafes  in  Sheffield,  where  glandulous  Swellings  on  the 
Neck  and  Bronchoceles  are  very  rife,  and  chiefly  fo  within  thefe  40  Years, 
and  ftill  increafe ;  but  the  firfl:  of  thefe  gradually  wear  off  about  or  foon 
after  Puberty,  if  the  Conftitution  is  not  weakened  by  too  much  Purging, 
efpecially  with  Mercurials.  In  weakly  Conftitutions  it  is  apt  to  turn  to 
an  univerfal  Scrophula ;  or  if  the  Glands  of  the  Neck  fwell  not,  or  fwell 
and  foon  fubfide,  it  falls  on  the  Lungs,  and  turns  to  an  incurable  Phthifis. 

In  Vienna  Bills  we  find  neither  Abortions  nor  Convulfions;  But  Con- 
fumptions.  Fevers,  and  Small-Pox,  efpecially  Palfies  and  Dropfies,  are  fa¬ 
tal;  and  Teething  and  Mortifications  are  ftill  worfe;  very  few  Apoplexies; 
Child-bearing  is  favourable :  Stone  and  Gravel,  outward  Sores,  Ulcers, 
Eruptions,  and  French  Pox  are  rare.  No  Rheumatifm,  Spleen,  Stoppage 
at  Stomach,  Surfeit,  Head  mould-fhot,  St.  Anthony’s  Fire,  Worms, 
Jaw-fallen,  Cancer,  or  Swine  Pox  are  mentioned  in  their  Table  of  Dif¬ 
eafes.  The  Numbers  contained  are  only  10,929,  tho’  13*521  were  bu¬ 
ried;  fo  that  the  Table  wants  above  2500  of  the  Dead. 

In  Berlin  died  677 1,  or  All  in  the  Table.  Confumptions  and  Convul¬ 
fions  are  fo  fatal  here,  that  near  half  the  Number  died  of  them.  The. 

next 
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next  fatal  Difeafes  are  Fevers,  Abortions,  P  allies*  Teething,  Jaundice,  and 
Fluxes;  of  thefe  died  2185. 

Brejlaw  buried  4578,  only  26  fewer  than  in  the  Table.  Here  alfo  Pal- 
fies  and  Confumptions  were  moft  fatal ;  Abortions,  Fevers,  Dropfies, 
Convulfions,  Teething,  Vomiting,  and  Loofenefs  were  pretty  much  alike, 
but  more  fatal  than  in  London .  But  they  feem  Strangers  to  Gripes,  Hae¬ 
morrhages,  Lunacy,  Lethargy,  external  Evils,  French  Pox,  Liver-grown, 
Rickets,  Rheumatifm,  Spleen,  Surfeits,  Stoppage  at  Stomach,  Head 
mould-fhot,  Worms,  Eryfipilas,  Jaw-fallen,  Swine  Pox,  Cancer,  Inflam¬ 
mations,  &c.  Sometimes  the  Small-Pox  are  very  mortal  there,  other  Times 
as  favourable.  Northampton  Bill  loft  331  of  their  Buried  in  the  Table  of 
Difeafes.  There  Confumptions,  Fevers,  and  Small-Pox  are  moft  fatal. 

#  -  -**  ,  •  1  ■  - 

Another  Query  arifing  from  this  Table  is.  What  Proportion  does  Death, 
by  Acutes  in  this  Table,  bear  to  that  by  Chronics  ?  Setting  afide  Abortives, 
Still-born,  and  Chryfoms.  Of  Acutes,  during  thefe  three  remote  Odten- 
naries,  in  thefirft,  died  40,695;  inthefecond,  91,286;  in  the  third,  11,068. 
A  great  Increale  of  the  Mortality  of  thefe  Difeafes  in  lefs  than  130  Years. 
Of  Chronics,  died  in  the  firft  Odtennary,  32,265;  in  the  lecond,  57,788  ; 
in  the  third,  53,756.  Thus  we  fee  how  ftrangely  Acutes  increale.  In 
the  firft  Odtennary,  they  were  to  Chronics,  as  9  to  8 ;  in  the  fecond, 
as  43  to  29;  in  the  third,  above  double;  rifen  from  204  to  16  in  the 
firft;  and  from  554  to  534*  in  the  third.  Would  giddy  Youths  ferioufly 
confider  this,  if  they  would  not  be  virtuoufly  difpofed  for  Virtue's  Sake, 
yet  for  their  own,  and  their  Offspring's  Sake,  they  Ihould  be  chafte  and 
temperate.  Tho’  Libertines  fay  that  only  two  Ninths  die  of  Acutes;  and 
therefore  they  have  a  good  Chance  of  Chronics,  to  give  you  Time  to  refleft 
and  reform :  But  fee  the  Miftake  in  the  above  Table.  However,  to  men¬ 
tion  fome  of  thofe  Acutes  which  make  fuch  increafed  Havock  of  the  Citi¬ 
zens  ;  they  are  Fevers,  Convulfions,  Inflammations,  Apoplexies,  Small- 
Pox,  Child-birth,  or  Child-bearing,  Haemorrhages,  Quinfies,  Pleurifies, 
Peripneumonies,  Meafles,  Cholics,  Plagues,  Mortifications,  Cholera- 
Morbus,  &c.  Chronics  are  Confumptions,  Aged,  Palfies,  Dropfies,  Afth- 
ma,  Gout,  Rheumatifm,  Stone  and  Gravel,  Evil,  Sores,  Ulcers,  Scurvy, 
Melancholy,  Leprofy,  Worms,  Cancers,  Ruptures,  Fluxes.— Difeafes, 
more  peculiar  to  Children  under  five  or  fix  Years  old,  are  Abortions,  Still¬ 
born,  Chryfoms,  Over-laid,  Thrufti,  Convulfions,  Teething,  Worms, 
Rickets;  of  thefe  died  35,344  out  of  114,956,  that  died  in  all,  from  1647 
to  57.  And  in  the  fame  Years  died  of  the  Small-Pox,  Swine-Pox,  and 
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Meafles,  7288;  died  in  the  whole,  of  reputed  Children's  Difeafes,  42,635; 
andfrom  1752  to  62,  out  of  204,632  buried,  died  of  thefe  Difeafes  55,915; 
and  of  the  Small-Pox  and  Meafles,  23,701 ;  in  all,  79,616.  In  the  latter 
near  two  Fifths  died  of  reputed  Children’s  Difeafes,  of  the  former  not  fo 
many.  Hence,  no  vifible  Appearance  of  the  late  Decreafe  of  Chidren’s 
Mortality ;  but  if  fewer  are  born,  fewer  will  die. 

Our  two  lefier  Metropolifes  afford  but  few  Remarks. ,  In  Dublin ,  from 
1666  to  81,  the  yearly  Medium  of  Births  thefe  fourteen  Years  was  984; 
Burials,  1613  :  And  from  1715  to  28,  other  fourteen  Years,  the  Medium 
of  Births  was  1342;  of  Burials  2123.  Both  Totals  were  18,294  and 
39,623.  From  1736  to  46,  born,  at  a  yearly  Medium,  1501 ;  buried,  2360. 
Now,  as  from  1666  to  81  were  born,  at  a  Medium,  984;  buried,  1613. 
And  1715  to  28,  yearly  Medium  of  Births  was  1342;  of  Burials,  2123. 
We  fee  the  Increafe  of  both  at  35  Years  Diftance.  In  1695,  the  Births 
were  1 140;  and  in  1724,  1340 ;  the  yearly  Increafe  is  200.  In  95,  on  an 
exa£t  Account  taken,  the  whole  Number  of  Souls  in  the  City  was  40,508. 
By  this  Account  1  of  25  died  yearly.  But  as  the  Number  of  Births  in  a 
Place  is  commonly  equal  to  the  Number  of  Inhabitants  in  28  Years,  (only 
Proteftant  Children  are  regiftered  in  Dublin )  the  Medium  of  their  yearly 
Births  being  then  984,  at  that  Time  were  about  27,500  Proteftants,  and 
13,000  Catholics,  whofe  yearly  Births  were  about  450,  both  added 
make  1334  yearly;  this  makes  a  yearly  Wafte  of  at  leaft  300,  to  glean 
out  of  the  Country,  only  to  keep  up  the  prefent  Stock  of  Inhabitants, 
and  no  Increafe,  which  mud  be  from  the  Country  or  Strangers.  If  from 
1737  to  47  the  Medium  of  yearly  Buryings  were  2360  (and  no  feparate 
Burying  Places)  ;  then  the  Number  of  Inhabitants  would  be  about  59,006. 
Again,  as  the  Number  of  yearly  Births  were  about  1501,  then  the  Num¬ 
ber  of  Proteftants  were  about  42,000,  and  Catholics  about  17,000;  or 
the  regiftered  Births  are  to  the  unregiftered,  as  42  to  17:  Thus,  if  the 
whole  yearly  Births  were  regiftered,  they  would  be  1930;  that  is,  430 
fewer  than  the  Buryings.  In  1695,  Capt.  South  fays.  That  all  the  Souls 
in  the  County  of  Armagh ,  being  numbered  exactly,  were  25,640  ;  and  in 
Louthy  17,283;  in  Meath,  43,319 ;  and  in  all  the  reft  of  the  Kingdom 
of  Ireland ,  907,432;  and  in  the  whole  Kingdom,  1,034,102.  From 
1715  to  47  (exclufive  of  32,  37,  and  38)  were  buried  80,366,  of  which 
41,269  were  above  fixteen  Years  old;  and  38,304  under  that  Age ;  2965 
Difference.  But  we  find  the  latter  Years  healthier  than  the  former  :  For 
from  1715  to  29,  died,  above  fixteen  Y^ars  old,  20,445;  under  fixteen, 
21,775:  Fromi730  to  46,  died,  above  fixteen  Years  old,  20,814;  under 
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fixteen,  16,529  ;  near  a  Fifth  Odds  in  Favour  of  the  Children  (much  the 
like  we  obferved  in  London  lately) ;  fo  that  now  Dublin  feems  much  heal¬ 
thier  for  Children  than  either  London  or  Edinburgh.  There  were  baptized 
44,314.  This  Dilparity  is  only  from  the  great  Number  of  Catholics 
there.  In  1745,  the  exadt  Number  of  Families  in  Dublin  was  taken, 
which  were  9214,  whereof  3575  were  Papifts,  who  all  have  their  own 
Burying  Places;  then  Proteftants  were  to  Papifts  as  14  to  9.  The  Me¬ 
dium  of  yearly  Births  in  1745  was  1448 ;  the  Burials,  2662 ;  the  Prote¬ 
ftants  then  were  573 9.  As  this  is  a  Metroplis,  if  we  allow  fix  Perfons 
to  a  Family,  (as  in  London )  the  Number  of  Inhabitants  would  be  55,284 ; 
but  2662  being  too  high  a  Medium,  and  2360  (as  above)  being  the  true 
Medium,  then  the  Inhabitants  will  be  above  59,000.  Here  again  recurs 
the  Increafe  of  Popery  bet  wen  95  and  45 ;  in  the  former,  Proteftants  were 
to  Papifts  as  42  to  17 ;  in  the  latter,  only  57  to  35 ;  which  could  not  be, 
were  Parents,  Mafters,  and  Minifters  half  as  diligent  in  inflrudting  and 
catechizing  Children  and  Youth  as  Papifts  are;  the  remifs  performing 
hereof  there,  and  the  unfuitable  Lives  of  many  Parents  and  Clergy,  caufe 
the  Increafe  of  Popery  among  the  Populace,  and  of  Infidelity  among 
higher  Ranks,  both  there  and  here. 

W e  know  little  of  the  Policy  of  Edinburgh ,  befides  a  fmall  Scrap  from 
Maitland,  and  a  little  from  the  Gentleman  s  Magazine .  From  1702  to  47 
were  buried  in  it.  Men,  10,129;  Women,  13,279;  both,  23,408.  Chil¬ 
dren  and  Youth,  25,398  ;  in  all,  48,806;  1990  more  died  under  fixteen  or 
eighteen  Years  old;  (for  under  that  they  cannot  properly  be  called  Men 
and  Women).  This  City  is  remarkably  fatal  to  Children,  and  feemingly 
more  fo  to  Females  than  Males ;  one  24th  Part  more  die  in  Childhood  than 
live  to  grow  up.  It  fends  out  many  Emigrants,  fince  3150  more  Females 
die  than  Males,  (tho’  more  of  the  latter  are  born)  including  Strangers  and 
Recruits  from  the  Country,  which  die  there ;  few  of  their  virtuous  Wo¬ 
men  we  fee  are  Travellers  or  Strollers.  Edinburgh  and  Norwich  are 
pretty  much  of  a  Size ;  the  annual  Medium  of  each  of  their  Bills  of  Mor¬ 
tality  preceding  1742  was,  the  former  buried  yearly  11764;  the  latter, 
1 13 1.  Edinburgh  has  nine  Churches  within  the  Walls,  wherein  were 
buried,  from  1741  to  47  inclufive,  7369;  and  four  Churches  without 
the  Walls,  wherein  were  buried  5142;  both,  12,511;  Medium,  1766, 
exclufive  of  the  Quakers  Burying  Place  and  the  Caftle.  All  the  Out- 
Parifhes  only  give  in  Males  and  Females ;  St.  Cuthberf s  alone  gives 
the  Ages;  in  it  died,  in  the  above  feven  Years,  Men,  422;  Women, 
57 9;  Children,  1637:  So  that  1637  Children  die  for  1001  grown 
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up.  And  in  the  nine  Parifhes  within  the  Walls,  25,398  Children  died 
for  23,408  grown  up.  So  that  we  know  little  more  of  Edinburgh  thgn  of 
Algiers,  which  (as  the  Modern  Univerfal  Hiftory  faith)  contains  117,000 
Souls,  befides  Europeans  and  Strangers:  Or  Tunis,  which  has  1600 
Houfes  and  10,000  Souls :  Or  Fez,  which  contains  54,000  :  Or  Morocco, 
100,000  formerly,  now  fcarce  33,33  1  :  Or  Tetuan,  800  Houfes,  befides 

170,  wherein  5000  Jews  are  crammed  up,  which  is  294  to  a  Houfe. - 

Tagojl  has  8000  Families. - Tejjul  4000. - Allowing  24  Years  to  bury 

a  Number  equal  to  the  prelent  Inhabitants  of  Edinburgh,  (which  is  too 
long,  confidering  it's  Unhealthinefs,  Courts  of  Juftice,  Univerfity,  the 
Winter  Refort  out  of  the  Country)  the  Inhabitants,  Families,  Retinues, 
&c.  then  would  confifl:  of  about  42,528  Souls.  Maitland  gives  the  In- 
creafe  of  the  nine  Parifhes  within  the  City,  from  1663  to  70,  buried, 
6244;  Medium,  892;  from  1741  to  48,  buried,  7369;  Medium,  1054; 
only  134  Increafe.  This  City  (which  is  to  London  as  1  to  15)  is  more 
fatal  to  Children  than  either  London  or  Dublin . 


The  next  Qtqeftion  is.  Whether  London  is  now  upon  the  Increafe  or 
Decreafe  ?  And  this  Queftion  would  be  bed:  anfwered  by  the  Bills,  could 
they  be  depended  on,  (as  they  cannot)  but  fhall  give  them  as  they  are. 


Years. 

Born. 

Dead. 

1691  to  1701 

*493s3 

207700 

1701  to  1 7 1 1 

1 56236 

214611 

1721  to  1732 

181486 

274092 

1732  to  1742 

165436 

271832 

1742  to  1752 

1 443 1 1 

242372 

1752  to  1762 

1 59274 

204632 

In  the  firft  and  fecond  Decades  we  had  domeflic 
Divifions,  and  long,  foreign,  expenfive,  bloody  Wars 
with  France ^  yet,  in  the  latter  End  thereof,  the  City 
increafed  a  little.  In  the  third  Period  we  enjoyed 
a  profound  Peace,  and  the  City  increafed  near  a  fixth 
Part.  In  the  fourth.  Peace  continued  till  the  latter 
End;  then  nine  Years  War  with  France  and  Spain  began.  In  the  fifth, 
the  City  Burials  decreafed  about  a  ninth  Part,  and  two  Ninths  in  the  Chri- 
ftenings.  In  the  laft  Decade  began  a  bloody  War  with  France:  At  laft 
Spain  and  France  joined,  both  in  Europe  and  America ;  yet  the  Births  in¬ 
creafed  a  Tenth,  and  the  Buryings  fell  near  a  Sixth. 


After  the  Plague  had  been  lefs  or  more  in  London  from  1592  to  1604, 
and  from  that  to  1612,  eight  Years,  wherein  died  of  it,  in  the  City,  14,748. 
From  1612  to  25  (wherein  only  257  died  of  it)  were  born  100,338  ;  bu¬ 
ried,  108,3  18  ;  not  620  more  buried  than  born.  But  the  healthieft  Time 
of  the  City  was  from  1626  to  36 ;  wherein  was  a  yearly  Increafe  of  87 
more  born  than  buried,  from  the  great  Plague  of  25  having  carried  off  the 
Aged  and  Infirm.  In  thefe  Times- the  City  was  far  more  unhealthy  than 
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now,  for  Grant  fays  that  then  60  of  every  ioo  died  under  16  Years  old, 
and  36  under  6  Years  old.  But  this  State  of  Health  foon  altered  after 
the  Reftoration,  (which  brought  along  with  it  an  univerfal  Deluge  of  Li- 
centioufnefs  and  Debauchery)  when  the  Medium  of  yearly  Births  was 
11,944;  of  Burials,  18,431,  near  12  to  18L  To  iuch  a  debauched 
Prince,  Court,  City,  and  unwholefome  Air,  24  Years  are  too  long  a  Time 
to  be  allowed  to  bury  a  Number  equal  to  it’s  Inhabitants,  exclufive  of 
Strangers  and  Incomers.  Many  of  the  Citizens’  Children  born  then,  be¬ 
ing  weak  and  languid,  only  enjoyed  a  fhort,  miferable  Life,  to  proclaim 
the  Shame,  of  wicked,  wretched  Parents.  Dublin ,  at  this  Time,  was  3 
of  London . 

Grant  and  others  impute  the  great  Defect  of  Chriflenings  to  be  from 
the  Number  of  Diffenters;  for,  fay  they.  Births  and  Burials  were  near 
equal.  But  here  we  find  the  Odds  are  12  to  18;  then  the  third  Part  of 
the  Inhabitants  mull  have  been  Diffenters ;  which  is  falfe :  For  in  all  the 
above  fix  Periods  the  Total  of  Baptifms  is  956,126,  and  the  Buryings  are 
1 ,4 1 5, 3 3 9>  which  is  105,378  lefs  than  three  Fourths  of  the  Burials,  tho’ 
only  Church-People  baptize ;  and  they  and  fome  others  bury  there  :  Dif- 
fenters  having  their  own  Burying  Grounds,  as  well  as  private  Baptifms  ; 
and  yet  this  Difference  between  Chriflenings  and  Buryings  flill  fubfifts, 
tho’  the  Number  of  Diffenters  is  greatly  decreafed  in  general.  But  this 
Difficulty  might  eafily  be  furmounted,  would  the  Publifhers  of  the  Bills 
of  Mortality  favour  us  (as  they  have  been  often  called  upon  to  do  it)  with 
the  legal  yearly  Marriages,  all  thefe  being  folemnized  by  the  Church;  and 
of  this  Deprivation  all  our  three  Metropolifes  are  equally  guilty,  proclaim¬ 
ing  to  the  foreign  World  all  their  Offsprings  to  be  Children  of  Whore¬ 
dom,  who  have  no  public  Vouchers  to  fhew  that  their  Parents  were  mar¬ 
ried;  for,  without  a  true  Account  of  the  Marriages,  Bills  of  Mortality  are 
defective  in  fome  of  their  moft  important  Ufes. 

But  to  explain  this  Affair  as  far  as  our  Credentials  will  bear.  From 
1740  to  47,  Baptifms  in  London  were  101,900;  Medium,  14,556;  Bu¬ 
rials,  185,722;  Medium,  26,532;  here  is  the  yearly  Odds  of  11,976, 
tho’  Diffenters  have  both  their  private  Baptifms  and  Burying  Grounds,  and  - 
alfo  many  Foreigners.  If  we  take  the  Medium  of  Buryings  from  1724 
to  38  inclufive,  which  (including  above  70  Burying  Places  belonging  to 
the  City,  but  never  entered  in  the  Clerks’  Hall,  nor  publifhed  in  the  Bills) 
is  29,996  ;  this,  multiplied  by  24,  gives  the  fuppofed  Number  of  the  then 
Inhabitants  within  the  Bills  of  Mortality,  which  is  719,904,  only  6000 
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ftiort  of  Mr.  Maitland's  Computations;  tho’  Grant  and  Pettey  extravagantly 
allow  eight  Souls  to  a  Family,  we  hope  to  give  a  more  certain  Computation. 

From  1728  to  58,  in  London  were  baptized  439,276;  to  which  add. 
Abortives  and  Still-born,  17,452  not  regiftered ;  but  the  regiftered  are 
44,834.  Both  make  456,776.  The  whole  Burials  are  750,322;  from 
which  fubtrad:  the  whole  regiftered  Births,  remain  293,546,  the  Number 
hereby  fuppofed  to  die  under  16  Years  old.  The  Number  that  died  under 
16  Years  old  (including  Abortives  and  Still-born)  is  272,903.  From  2  to 
5  Years  old,  died  64,745;  from  5  to  10,  died  25,912;  from  10  to  20, 
died  12,891 ;  in  all,  376,451.  Above  20  Years  old,  died  363,871. 


After  1748  the  Death  of  Children  dwindled,  tho’  the  Articles  of  Abor¬ 
tives  and  Still-born  were  retained:  For  of  theie  died  under  15  Years  of 
Age,  364,705,  there  remains  385,617;  which,  according  to  the  ingenious 
Mr.  Morris's  Calculation  of  every  1000  born,  485  die  under  10  Years  old, 
and  15  or  16  more  before  15,  and  14  under  20  ;  that  is,  500  in  full :  But 
in  Grant's  Time,  100  Years  ago,  36  of  each  100  died  under  6  Years  old, 
and  24  more  between  6  and  16 ;  which  is  600  of  every  1000,  and  is  115 
more  than  Morris's  Computation  at  20.  No  Wonder,  if  fo,  that  the  Mor¬ 
tality  of  Children  decreases,  and  that  of  Adults  increafes.  In  Grant's  Time 
more  Abortions  and  Still-born  had  been,  and  were  regiftered,  than  now ; 
for  the  Ages  were  not  publifhed  before  1728. 

From  1728  to  38,  died  under  two  Years  old  103,159  :  From  38  to  48, 
died  91,476:  From  48  to  58,  78,258;  in  all  272,903,  from  2  to  20, 
as  above.  The  Calculations  ftand  thus:  From  1728  to  38,  buried,  by 
the  City  Regifter,  750,322 :  From  60  to  70  Years  old,  died  53 ;  70  to 
80,  45;  80  to  90,  23  ;  90  and  above,  only  4.  Of  all  the  Totals  in  the 
laft  30  Years,  only  242  lived  to  be  100  and  above,  only  a  poor  Scots 
Highland  Woman  was  138.  Of  every  1000  born,  550  live  five  Years 
(fays  Mr.  Morris )  516  are  10;  485  are  20;  408  are  30;  312  are  40; 
215  are  50 ;  235  are  60 ;  72  are  70 ;  27  are  80;  4  are  90,  and  above. 

Several  Things  have  probably  contributed  to  the  feeming  Decreafe  of 
London:  As,  Firjl ,•  A  greater  Ufe  now,  than  formerly,  of  feveral  other 
Ports  and  Harbours  for  Imports  and  Exports  of  Goods,  which  before 
were  chiefly  to  and  from  Londony  together  with  fundry  Navigations  made 
from  thefe  Harbours  to  many  Inland  Towns  in  the  Country ;  which 
Conveyance,  being  cheaper  and  eafier,  has  occafioned  more  Trade  in  the 
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Inland  Countries.  Secondly ,.  The  late  great  Improvements  in,  and  Increafe 
of,  our  Manufactories,  which  now  fupply  both  home  and  foreign  Marts, 
Thirdly ,  A  great  Number  of  new  Villas  or  Country-Seats  within  a  mo¬ 
derate  Day’s  Journey  of  London .  Fourthly ,  The  late  great  Improvements- 
of  Roads,  formerly  unpayable,  or  dangerous  to  travel  in  Winter,  but 
now  fafe  at  all  Seafons.  Fifthly ,  The  Duration  of  the  two  late  Wars  for 
23  or  24  Years,  with  only  7  Years  Interval.  Sixthly ,  Many  go  and  fettle 
abroad  for  Trade,  and  to  our  Colonies  and  Plantations  :  From  which,  and 
the  like  co-operating  Caufes,  the  late  Sir  William  Pettey  wifely  forefaw 
that  London  muft  be  at  it’s  full  Zenith  at  or  before  the  Year  1800. 

London  Air  is  not  fo  juftly  chargeable  with  the  Excefs  of  Burials  to  • 
Births,  as  Grant  and  fome  others  have  imagined,  as  appears  from  leveral 
Places  worfe  fituated,  yet  makelefs  Wafte  of  Mankind,  and  rather  fend  out 
than  receive  Supplies ;  whereby  it  is  evident  that  a  right  Policy,  judicioully 
eftablilhed  and  carefully  maintained  in  large  Towns,  would  prevent  much 
of  that  Wafte  which  has  been  made.  For  though  London  lies  low,  yet  it 
ftands  and  is  furrounded  with  fine  dry,  fandy,  gravelly,  pebbly  Ground, 
and  fmall  rifing  Hills,  from  which  it  is  conftantly  fanned  with  fine  frefh 
Breezes  from  the  Neighbourhood  of  the  Thames ;  and  is  now  fupplied 
with  good  frefh  Water,  and  has  no  large  Forefts  of  Wood,  nor  putrid 
ftagnant  Waters,  nor  extenfive  Fens;  it’s  Filth  may  be  eafily  wafhed  off 
twice  a  Day  by  the  Tide.  No  canine  Grotto’s,  nor  Volcano’s  near  it. 
Many  of  it’s  Streets  have  been  widened,  made  ftraight,  railed,  paved  with 
eafy  Defcents  to  carry  off  the  Water;  befides  Wells  in  moft  public  Yards, 
and  Pipes  for  conveying  Plenty  of  frefh  Water  to  keep  them  clean  and 
fvveet ;  many  late  ftately  Edifices,  large  clean  Courts,  lofty  Rooms,  large 
fafh  Lights,  &c.  And  many  excellent  Conveniences,  both  by  Land  and 
Water,  for  fupply ing  the  City  with  frefh  Provifions  at  moderate  Prices; 
all  which  muft  contribute,  not  a  little,  to  make  the  City  more  healthy 
now  than  in  Grand s  Time ;  efpecially  if,  at  the  fame  Time,  Magiftrates 
were  very  vigilant  and  diligent  to  maintain  a  good  Policy,  by  promoting 
Virtue  and  fupprefling  Vice,  and  a  faithful  Execution  of  the  Laws  againft 
Intemperance,  Irregularities,  and  Debaucheries. 

It  alfo  appears  from  the  Tables  and  Ages,  that  virtuous  temperate 
People,  of  moft  Conftitutions,  begotten  of  the  like  Parents,  often  live  as 
long  in  London  as  their  Neighbours  in  their  own  native  Soil.  But  to  dis¬ 
cover  the  true  Degree  of  Health  which  this  City  formerly  had,  even  fa 
late  as  the  Beginning  of  it’s  Regifters  in  1604;  let  us  look  to  the  two 
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firft  Vicennaries,  and  we  fhall  find,  that  as  the  City  increafed,  fo  did  it's 
Mortality  in  all  after  Periods.  In  the  third  Vicennary,  Anarchy  and  Con- 
fafion  prevailed.  In  the  next  28  Years  reigned  firfi:  a  mafked,  then  a 
profefled  Papift,  under  them  Slaughter,  Murder,  Banifhment,  Confifca- 
tions,  Imprifonment,  Rapine,  and  Oppreflion  of  all  that  were  virtuouflv 
aifpofed ;  the  utmoft  Licentioufnefs,  Prophanenefs,  and  Immorality  pre¬ 
vailed,  till  juflfy -provoked  Heaven  vifited  the  City  with  two  remarkable 
fevere  Judgments,  viz.  Fire  and  Plague. 

Firjl,  One  Stop  to  the  Health  and  Increafe  of  the  City,  was  the 
fhocking  Deluge  and  Prevalence  of  Vice,  efpecially  Swearing,  Drunken  - 
nefs,  and  Whoredom,  and  their  Effects :  It  were  to  be  wifhed  that  a 
more  effedtual  Stop  could  yet  be  put  to  therm 

Secondly ,  Another  fatal  Engine  for  the  Wafte  and  Definition  of  the 
Strength,  Health,  Intellects,  Morality,  and  Religion  of  the  Populace, 
both  in  City  and  Country,  was  the  preparing  and  Confumption  of  incre¬ 
dible  Quantities  of  Spirituous  Liquors,  a  Poifon  producing  Madnefs, 
Wickednefs,  Difeafes,  and  Death,  (as  tho’  other  Liquors  had  been  in- 
fufficient.)  This  Engine  began  to  diffufe  it’s  pernicious  Effects  in  1724, 
at  the  very  Time  when  the  City  began  to  be  more  fruitful  and  healthy 
than  it  had  been  iince  the  Reftoration.  How  powerfully  this  Poifon 
wrought,  let  us  now  fee:  From  1704  to  24,  were  born,  336,514;  bu¬ 
ried,  474,125.  Let  us  allow  fourteen  Years  for  this  dire  Bane  to  fpread, 
operate,  and  become  epidemic;  then  from  1738  to  1758,  were  born, 
296,831  ;  buried,  486,171.  Here  we  have  two  fhocking  Effedts  of  this 
bewitching  Liquor :  Firif,  Here  is  a  greater  Barrennefs,  a  Decreafe  or 
Want  of  40,000  of  ordinary  Births,  which  the  laft  Vicennary  produced, 
inftead  of  an  Increafe,  as  we  had  in  other  late  Vicennaries.  Secondly,  An 
Increafe  of  12,000  Buryings,  tho’  there  was  fo  great  a  Defebl  of  Births. 
This  increafed  Mortality  fell  chiefly  on  Adults,  which  adds  greatly  to  the 
Lofs,  as  they  were  the  moil  ufeiul.  Since  this  was  the  Cafe  in  one  City, 
how  fatal  muft  it  be  over  the  whole  Ifland  ?  How  was  it  poffible  then  for 
the  like  Proportion  of  Children  to  die,  fince  they  were  neither  begotten 
nor  born  ?  This  is  a  clear  Arithmetical  Demonflration  of  the  curfed  Effedls 
of  this  ftygian  Poifon.  This  plain  Evidence  is  enough  for  the  Legiflature 
to  fupprefs  it’s  Ufe,  by  laying  Duty  upon  Duty  on  Spirits.  The  Contro- 
verfy  about  Spirituous  Liquors  is,  I  think,  fully  difcufled  by  the  Monitor 
in  the  Gentlemans  Magazine  foe  January,  1760,  p.  18,  and  in.  the  fame 
Magazine  for  1759*  p*  114 *  and  63c. 
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Thirdly,  Another  Reafon  why  Burials  fo  far  exceed  Chriftenings,  is  a 
greater  Refort  now,  both  of  Subjects  and  Foreigners  to  the  City,  on  va¬ 
rious  Accounts,  far  more  than  in  King  James  the  Firft  and  King  Charles 
the  FirfFs  Reigns ;  Parliaments  then  were  both  rare  and  fhort,  or  met 
at  other  Places,  and  Trade  was  much  lefs. 

Fourthly ,  Another  Caufe  of  greater  Sterilty  and  Mortality,  is  the  greater 
Incontinence  and  Indifcretion  of  too  many,  both  Youth  and  Adults,  who 
expofe  themfelves  to  the  Dangers  of  early,  illicit,  and  exceflive  Venery, 
as  well  as  to  venereal  Difeafes  and  their  Effedts,  rendering  Youth  weak, 
feeble,  and  enervated,  or  emafculated,  difeafed,  and  ufelefs,  as  well  as 
pernicious  to  their  puny  languifhing  Offspring,  fhould  they  have  any. 
Nor  is  this  Difeafe  now  confined  to  the  City  or  great  Towns  only,  but 
is  become  too  common  in  the  Country. 

f 

Fifthly ,  Another  Caufe  is  Luxury  in  Drefs,  Diet,  Drink,  Revelling, 
unfeafonable  Hours,  and  Debauchery ;  thefe  are  flow,  but  fure  Back- 
Doors  for  Difeafes  and  Death  to  furprize  the  Thoughtlefs  and  Secure. 
Thefe  are  a  few  of  the  Caufes  why  Buryings  exceed  Chriftenings,  to  re¬ 
medy  which,  a  good  ftridt  Policy  is  neceffary. 

From  1601  to  1762  (fupplying  the  Want  of  1601,  2,  3,  by  1592,  3, 
1603)  was  born  in  London  in  161  Years,  1,847,228  ;  buried,  3*075,368  ; 
/.  e .  1,228,140  more  buried  than  born,  which  is  the  true  Number  of 
Supplies  the  City  has  drained  out  of  the  Country  in  that  Time  of  the 
City  Regifter,  over  and  above  it’s  own  Produce ;  befides  the  Increafe  of 
the  Populoufnefs  of  the  City,  and  the  Drain  out  of  the  Country  for  the 
Sea,  Colonies,  Plantations,  and  Garrifons. 

If  we  begin  the  Account  with  the  Revolution  in  1688  to  1762,  (during 
which  74  Years  there  was  no  Plague  here)  the  Country  Recruits  have  been 
568,165.  And  this  Supply  has  not  been  a  Drain  of  Children,  or  aged, 
weakly,  infirm,  decripid,  lame,  fick,  maimed,  or  languifhing  Perfons;  but 
of  the  mofl  fprightly,  robuft,  healthy,  effective  Youth  in  their  Prime,  the 
Flower  of  the  Country  of  both  Sexes.  Upon  which  the  ingenious 
Mr.  Morris  juftly  obferves  what  great  Lofs  this  has  been  to  the  Nation, 
not  only  for  the  City,  but  all  the  Cities  and  great  Towns  in  the  Kingdom, 
which  may  be  deemed  as  fo  many  Slaughter- Houfes  of  the  People  of  the 
Nation.  Hence  we  are  not  fo  populous  as  might  be,  nor  are  we  able  to 
people  our  Colonies  and  Plantations,  or  raife  a  ftrong  Marine  Force,  with¬ 
out 
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out  weakening  our  Hufbandry  and  Manufactures.  Hence  we  are  obliged 
to  hire  fo  many  Auxiliaries  in  Time  of  War;  hence  alfo  our  Scarcity  of 
Servants,  and  their  high  Wages.  From  this  alfo  our  Enemies,  in  Time, 
mu  ft  underfell  us  in  all  foreign  Marts.  Hence  the  Caufe  of  our  fo  many 
common  and  uncultivated  Grounds,  the  Taking-in  and  Cultivation  of 
which  muft  thin  the  Hands ;  at  the  fame  Time  we  are  fending  large 
Numbers  of  Subjects  abroad  to  our  new  Colonies ;  and  at  the  fame  Time 
fo  many  Impediments  to  Marriage  fubfift,  as  we  fhall  fee  after :  For  be¬ 
tides  thofe  that  went  to  London  to  Service  and  Apprenticefhips,  many  have 
been  Scholars,  and  brought  up  in  Sciences,  Trades,  and  Manufactories. — 
Tho’  the  City  has  increafed  and  had  it’s  ProduCt,  yet  to  that  muft  be  added 
it’s  Recruits  from  the  Country.  Allowing  London  to  fend  it’s  Exports  to 
America  or  elfewhere  (fome  whereof  are  made  up  out  of  the  Country 
Recruits) ;  yet  betides  the  City  has  it’s  Imports  from  France  and  other 
Places,  who  as  they  are  not  baptized  in  England \  fo  only  thofe  that  died 
in  the  Communion  of  the  eftablifhed  Church,  and  were  buried  by  it,  are 
entered  in  it’s  Regifter  and  published;  for  moft  Foreigners  now  have  their 

own  Burying  Grounds  near  the  City: - “  For  (fays  Mr.  Morris )  can  it 

be  ferioutly  averred,  that  had  thefe  Recruits  continued  in  the  Country, 
could  they  have  been  of  no  Benefit  to  the  Public  ?  What  (fays  he)  would 
they  have  added  nothing  to  the  Improvement  of  the  Lands  of  this  King¬ 
dom?  And  has  no  Lofs  really  accrued  to  this  Nation  from  the  Lofs  and 
Wafte  of  Country  Youth  and  Adults  ?  Let  all  the  Counties  of  the  King¬ 
dom  be  fummoned  to  bear  Teftimony :  Let  Country  Gentlemen  and  Far¬ 
mers  be  called  out  and  declare. - Have  they  not  continually,  for  many 

Years  paft,  an  increafing  Want  of  Hufband-Men  and  Day-Labourers  ?  Is 
there  no  juft  Complaint  thorough  the  Nation,  of  the  increafing  Wages  of 
Workmen,  and  of  the  Impoffibility  of  procuring  a  fufficient  Number  at 
any  Price  ?  This  being  the  Cafe — Is  it  not  an  Evil  moft  deftruCtive  and 
fundamental  ?  Is  it  not  attacking  the  great  Sources  of  our  National 
Wealth,  our  Produce  of  Corn,  Wooll,  and  all  other  Sorts  both  of  our 
Provifions,  Hands,  and  Materials  for  our  Manufactories  ?  Is  it  not  dimi- 
nifhing  the  annual  Growth  in  general,  and  railing  the  Price  of  what  is 
grown,  without  Advantage  either  to  Landlord  or  Farmer  ?  Is  not  this  the 
direCt  Courfe,  by  raifing  the  Price  of  Provifions  throughout  the  Kingdom, 
to  raife  our  own  Manufactories  to  a  monftrous  Price,  and  flop  their  Ex¬ 
portation  and  Sale,  by  our  Neighbours  underfelling  us  in  all  Marts  ?  The 
fure  Confequence  of  this  will  be  to  encourage  Importation  at  cheaper 
Rates,  and  fmuggling  upon  us  from  abroad,  which  muft  export  that 
Wealth  which  our  prudent  Anceftors  had  procured  for  us,  and  oblige  our 
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Manufacturers  to  feek  Employment  and  Bread  in  other  Countries,  leaving 
a  poor,  weakly,  debauched  Spawn  behind  them,  unworthy  the  glorious 
Name  of  Britons;  their  Country  a  Prey  not  worth  taking;  and  their  Po- 
fterity  defpicable  Slaves  to  their  new  Mailers.” 

Thefe  are  a  few  of  the  dire  Confequences  of  the  yearly  Wafte  and  Lofs 
of  fo  many  Recruits  from  the  Country !  Thefe  are  Evils  which  challenge 
the  Attention  of  all  Country  Gentlemen!  This  Confumption  is  upon  them 
chiefly,  and  will  continue  fo,  for  the  City  will  have  Recruits  whilft  there 
are  any  In  the  Country.  This  is  not  the  Citizens’  Concern,  but  the  landed 
Men’s ;  and  it  is  both  theirs  and  the  Citizens  lntereft  fo  to  regulate  the 
City  Policy,  as  that  yearly  Births  may  come  near  to,  or  exceed,  the  Bu- 
ryings.  We  faw  before  that  fuch  a  Policy  is  not  impoffible,  feeing,  from 
1604  to  1624,  there  were  not  yearly  500  more  Burials  than  Births.. 

Another  great  Evil  enfues  on  fuch  Crowds  going  to  London9  whether 
Noblemen  or  Gentlemen’s  fumptuary,  unneceffary  Servants  or  others,  when 
they  return  again  into  the  Country,  they  bring  along  with  them,  fpread 
and  infeCt  the  Country  with  the  City  Vices  and  Immoralities,  Swearing, 
Drinking,  Idlenefs,  Whoredom,  &c .  But  were  a  laudable,  ufeful  Policy 
eftabliftied,  and  Marriage  encouraged,  the  EffeCt  would  be  the  Growth 
of  all  the  ufeful  Products  in  the  Country,  and  the  Improvement  of  all 
Lands ;  this  would  be  greatly  promoted,  Cities  and  great  Towns  would 
want  fmall  Supplies,  and  few  in  the  Country  needed  go  there  for  Bufinefs. 

Having  ferioufly,  and  with  Concern,  confidered  the  deplorable  yearly 
Lofs  and  Wafte  of  the  Flower  of  our  Youth,  the  Strength  and  Hopes  of 
the  rifing  Generation ;  the  ftrong,  healthy,  and  ufeful  Perfons  drained  out 
of  the  Country  to  recruit  Cities  and  Towns,  to  prelerve  their  prefent 
Numbers  and  Increafe,  which  otherways  mull:  leflen  yearly. 

Surely,  reflecting  on  the  above  great  Mifchiefs  enfuing  on  this  Drain, 
it  muft  affeCt  every  true  Lover  of  his  Country  and  all  that  can  be  dear  to 
him,  and  call  up  every  honeft  Man’s  Thoughts  how  it  may  be  remedied,  and 
by  proper  Policy  put  a  Ipeedy  Stop  to,  as  it  may  be  cured  by  the  ConduCt 
and  powerful  Interpolation  of  the  Legiflature,  by  their  own  Practice,  and 
the  Affiftance  of  good,  wholefome  Laws  made,  and  faithfully  and  impar¬ 
tially  executed,  otherways  they  will  avail  nothing.  The  Method  is  only 
to  prevent  the  great  Difproportion  of  Buryings  to  Chriftenings,  which  has 
formerly  been  done  there,  and  lately  done  in  feme  other  Places,  and  may 

be 
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be  done  again,  (the  Plague  and  fome  extraordinary  Epidemics  excepted.) 
Some  Things  have  been  done  that  Way,  as  mending  the  Air  and  Water 
of  the  City,  and  taking  Care  for  Plenty  of  good  Provifions. 

To  make  the  Nation  more  populous.  Cities  and  Towns  more  healthy, 
and  Youth  ftronger  and  hardier,  thefe  three  Things  challenge  the  moft 
particular  Regard. 

Firji9  Encourage  Marriage. 

Secondly ,  Supprefs  Vice  and  promote  Virtue. 

Fhirdly,  Mend  the  Air. 

As  to  the  jirjl:  Let  Marriage  be  encouraged  by  all  prudent  and  laud¬ 
able  Means  that  are  poffible ;  for  this  is  not  only  the  great  Appointment 
of  Heaven  for  the  Increafe  of  Mankind,  but  is  in  itfelf  the  chief  Source  of 
the  focial  Affedtions,  and  the  only  natural  Obligation  for  the  Education 
and  Support  of  a  fucceeding  Generation.  For  as  it  may  be  eafily  made 
appear  how  diredtly  oppolite  to  this  Defign  the  building  and  endowing  of 
Foundling  Hofpitals  is ;  and  how  much  they  tend  to  encourage  promifcu- 
ous  Whoredom,  Adultery,  Inceft,  and  other  Vices  and  Immoralities,  (and 
to  difcourage  Virtue  and  Morality)  to  the  weakening  and  incapacitating  of 
Youth  for  procreating  ftrong,  healthy  Children,  and  rendering  the  Wo¬ 
men  barren,  and  in  fo  far  depopulating  their  Country,  and  expofing  it  to 
the  Inroads  and  Attacks  of  it’s  Enemies,  as  well  as  the  Contempt  of  it's 
Neighbours,  and  Grief  of  it’s  true  and  virtuous  Friends :  So  nothing  can 
refledt  more  Honour  on  the  Chriftian  Name  and  the  Reformed  Religion, 
and  tend  to  the  Encouragement  of  Marriage,  among  the  Poor  efpecially, 
who  are  the  great  Strength  of  every  Nation,  than  the  building  and  endow¬ 
ing  of  Orphan  Hofpitals,  for  the  Reception  and  Education  of  indigent, 
helplefs  Children,  whofe  Parents  by  Death,  or  by  being  in  the  Service  of 
their  Country,  or  by  long  Sicknefs  and  it’s  Confequences,  LofTes,  Want, 
or  Decay  of  Trade,  and  perhaps,  at  the  fame  Time,  a  numerous  Progeny, 
have  brought  them  to  Want  and  Mifery.  The  Parents  or  next  Relations, 
or  Church-Officers,  bringing  along  with  fuch  Children,  from  exadt  Regi- 
fters,  or  Incumbents  of  the  Parifhes  where  their  Parents  were  married, 
well-attefted  Certificates  of  the  legal  Marriage  of  the  faid  Parents,  and  of 
their  prefent  neceffitous  Condition,  with  the  Caufes  thereof,  and  of  their 
Sobriety  and  Ioduftry.  Let  a  Tax  be  laid  on  Batchelors,  and  be  wholly 
and  truly  appropriated  to  the  Support  of  fuch  Orphan  Hofpitals :  Which  Tax 
the  Government  may  raife  or  lower  as  there  is  Occafion,  without  laying  a 
Penny  new  or  further  Taxes  on  the  reft  of  the  Subjedts  on  that  Account. 
Nor  fhould  the  Servants  to  Noblemen,  Gentlemen,  or  Perfons  of  Fortune, 
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be  exempted  from  paying  the  Batchelors’  Tax  :  Nor  fliould  Perfons  of 
Quality  keep  or  retain  needlefs,  fupernumerary,  fumptuary,  unnecef- 
fary  Servants,  increafing  the  ufelefs  Expences  of  their  own  Family,  and 
depriving  the  Public  of  the  Service  of  young,  healthy,  adtive  Hands. 
Thefe  Taxes  laid  on,  and  faithfully  and  impartially  collected,  (tho’  a  fmall 
additional  Tax)  might  anfwer  feveral  valuable  Purpofes;  as,  firft,  They 
would  promote  the  great  Defign,  viz.  Marriage,  and  ftrengthen  the 
People.  Secondly,  They  would  make  the  public  Taxes  eafier  in  Time  of 
War.  Thirdly,  Many  Families  of  poor  Children  would  have  a  Refource 
for  Help,  which  would  leffen  the  Poor  Rates.  Fourthly,  Much  Wick- 
ednefs  prevented.  This,  and  other  neceffary  Meafures  purfued,  would  fu- 
perfede  the  Ufe  of  Foundling  Hofpitals.  And  at  the  fame  Time  it  would 
be  neceffary  to  have  good  Laws  made,  and  faithfully  executed,  againft 
Whoredom,  and  all  Kinds  of  Uncleannefs,  Idlenefs,  and  Drunkennefs,  and 
all  Means  of  preventing  or  weakening  Conception,  or  procuring  Abortion. 
Such  Methods  would  anfwer  noble  and  ufeful  Purpofes;  nothing  could 
encourage  the  Marriage  of  Youth  more,  nor  promote  an  Offspring  of  vi¬ 
gorous,  lively,  healthy  Youth ;  fuch  have  been  obferved  to  be  the  Staff,. 
Strength,  and  Stay  of  the  State,  as  well  as  of  the  labouring  Part  of  the  Na¬ 
tion  ;  for  the  Progeny  of  the  Middle-aged  are  fitter  for  Thought,  Study, 
and  Contemplation ;  that  of  the  Aged  brings  too  much  Phlegm,  Pufilla- 
nimity,  and  Gravity.  Neither  of  thefe  are  fo  fit  for  brave,  bold,  arduous 
Undertakings,  as  the  Children  of  Youth ,  that  are  as  Arrows  in  the  Hands 
of  tnighty  Men.  It  is  the  Family  or  Nation  of  fuch,  that  are  neither 
aftiamed  to  treat  with,  nor  meet  their  Enemies  in  the  Field.  Whoredom 
and  Wine  take  away  the  Heart,  Courage,  and  Underftanding ;  they  glow 
in  the  Company  of  Bacchus  and  Venus ;  but  are  neither  fit  for  the  Field  of 
Mars ,  nor  the  Council  of  Solon .  Venus's  Devotees,  they  commit  W bore¬ 
dom ,  hut  increafe  not  in  Proportion :  See  the  Fate  of  their  fmall  Ifliie,  it 
is  far  from  Safety ,  it  is  crujhed  in  the  Gate .  Such  were  the  Obfervations 
of  antient  Sages ;  yet  fuch  is  the  Brood  we  build  Foundling  Hofpitals  for,- 
tho’  the  fame  Sages  tell  us  they  are  only  the  Spawn  of  the  Foolijh,  and 
are  moftly  crujhed  in  the  Gate ,  or  in  the  Bud,  or  Rife,  of  a  languifhing 
Life.  And  this,  we  fee,  holds  good  to  this  Day;  for  fewer  Baftards  live 
and  come  to  Maturity  than  lawfully-begotten  Children,  in  Proportion  to 
their  Numbers :  And  the  beft  Foundling  Hofpitals  verify  this  ftill,  tho’ 
Baftards  may  fometimes  be  the  Progeny  of  vigorous,  gay,  healthy  Youth, 
whofe  lawfully -begotten  Children  might  be  ftrong  and  courageous. 
Hence  fuch  Erections  feem  a  bold  Attempt  to  climb  to  Health,  Strength, 
and  Longevity,  in  Oppofition  to  the  ftated  Method  appointed  by  Heaven. 

But 
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But  their  Excufe  is,  That  fuch  Hofpitals  are  defigned  to  prevent  Infanti¬ 
cide.  But  it  may  juftly  be  afked,  Where  lies  either  the  Piety  or  Policy 
of  a  Delign  which  difcourages  Marriage,  the  Appointment  of  God,  and 
the  Cuftom  of  all  Nations,  and  encourages  Whoredom  and  Adultery, 
which  are  oppofite  to  the  very  Ends  of  Marriage,  viz.  to  be  fruitful  and 
increafe.  It  is  very  obvious  that  for  one  Baftard  murdered  now,  when  fo 
many  wicked  Arts  are  daily  ufed  to  prevent  Conception  and  caule  Abor¬ 
tion,  fix  lawfully-begotten  Children  are  loft  for  want  of  proper  and  ne- 
celfary  Provifions  and  Care,  from  the  Death,  Abfence,  Misfortunes,  Idle- 
nefs,  or  Indigence  of  Parents,  who  are  deftitute,  or  pinched  of  even  com¬ 
mon  Neceffaries  to  keep  them  upon ;  and  feveral  Times  Overfeers  put 
them  out  to  Nurfe,  at  lower  Prices  than  can  now  poflibly  be  afforded, 
whereby  they  are  fometimes  negleCted  and  ftarved,  which  is  a  cruder 
Death  than  Murder,  as  one  is  flow,  and  the  other  is  inftantaneous. 

2.  This  Method  would  tend  to  make  us  a  ftrong,  relpeCtable,  populous 
Nation;  there  would  be  lefs  Occafion,  in  Time  of  War,  to  hire  fo  many 
foreign  Auxiliaries,  or  to  imprefs  Men  into  the  Service,  when  Parents  knew 
that,  in  Cafe  of  their  Death,  or  during  their  Abfence,  the  Law  had  fo  well 
provided  for  their  Children. 

3.  The  Batchelors*  Tax  would  be  paid  more  chearfully;  Trade  and  Huf- 

bandry  would  foon  be  better  fupplied  with  fit  Hands,  at  lower  Rates;  Pro¬ 
vifions  would  be  more  plentiful,  and  cheaper ;  foreign  Markets  would  be 
better  (locked  with  our  manufactured  Goods,  at  lower  Prices  and  readier 
Sale;  our  Colonies  and  Plantations  better  peopled  and  (lengthened;  our 
Imports  in  Trade  increafed  and  greatly  improved ;  much  Whoredom  and 
Wickednefs  would  be  prevented  at  home;  Fruitfulnefs  reftored  by  legal 
Reftraints ;  and  no  Occafion  for  promifcuous  Coitions  and  nefarious 
Practices.  Yet  all  thefe  great  and  noble  Ends  anfwered  without  a  Penny 
new  Tax  laid  on  the  Public,  (as  were  the  late  fcandalous  Propofals  for  a 
yearly  Tax  of  45,000  /.  on  the  Nation  for  a  Foundling  Holpital)  only  the 
Batchelors*  Tax,  which  may  be  varied  yearly,  as  there  was  Occafion  from 
Dearth,  Famine,  Epidemics,  Sicknefs,  Mortality,  the  Want  or  Decay  of 
Trade,  the  Number  of  married  Men  going  into  the  Army,  Navy,  or  Plan¬ 
tations.  It  is  true  fome  Youths,  to  (hun  the  Batchelors*  Tax,  would 
give  out  to  be  younger  than  they  are;  but  applying  to  the  Parifh,  orDif- 
fenters*  Regifters,  where  they  were  born,  would  difcover  that  Fallacy.  But 
if  there  was  a  Refolution  to  promote  Wickednefs  by  a  Law,  that  may  be 
juft  as  effectually  done,  and  bring  Money  to  the  Government,  by  building 
and  licenfing  public  Stews.  n  * 
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As  mod  People  deiire  healthy,  ftrong  Children,  fuch  being  the  vifible 
Support  of  themfelves  and  Families,  and  the  riling  Bulwarks  and  Guardi¬ 
ans  of  the  State ;  and  if  Parents  would  hope  for  Comfort  in  them,  it  is 
their  Duty,  both  by  Example  and  Inftrudtion,  early  to  inftill  into  them 
the  Seeds  of  Virtue  and  Morality,  and  cultivate  a  Growth  and  Perfevere- 
ance  therein :  And  it  is  the  common  Intereft  both  of  Church  and  State 
heartily  to  join  their  Affiftance,  by  enacting  and  executing  Laws  to  fup- 
prds  the  Firft-Buds  and  After-Growth  of  all  Vice,  efpecially  thofe  juftly 
condemned  (but  negledted  to  be  executed)  by  the  prefent  Laws  ;  as  Swear¬ 
ing,  Drinking,  Sabbath-breaking,  Whoredom,  Adultery,  Pilfering  and 
Stealing,  and  the  unnatural  Gratification  of  fenfual  Pleafures ;  thefe  open*^ 
ing  the  Way,  and  leading  on  to  the  moll  criminal  Practices,  which  often 
terminate  in  a  fhameful,  miferable,  and  untimely  End  :  Befides  all  other 
Evils,  thefe  tend,  diredtly  or  indirectly,  to  the  Prevention  of  true,  inno¬ 
cent,  matrimonial  Satisfaction,  and  Procreation  of  a  ftrong,  healthy  Pro¬ 
geny.,  A  NegleCt  of  this  former  Policy,  and  a  manifeft  Difregard  to  for¬ 
mer  Laws  and  Methods  appointed  both  by  Church  and  State,  has  occa- 
fioned  a  lhameful,  culpable  Licentioufnefs,  under  a  pretended,  but  falfe. 
Name  of  Liberty  ;  or  a  Liberty  to  live  wickedly,  in  open  Contempt  of 
Laws  both  Divine  and  Human. 

(  ^  i 

Conception  is  often  hindered  by  promifcuous  Coitions ;  which  is  the 
Reafon  of  caftrating  tame  Brute  Animals,  to  make  the  Females  more 
fruitful;  thro'  Want  of  it  the  Wild  are  more  barren.  Where  there  is 
Propagation  by  Whoredom,  it  is  moftly  by  one  Man ;  not  by  feveral  im¬ 
mediately  before  Conception.  From  a  Mixture  of  feveral  genital  Liquors 
of  the  fame  Species,  or  by  exceffive  Venery,  both  Male  and  Female  be¬ 
come  barren :  Hence  common  Proftitutes  (whilft  fuch)  rarely  conceive ; 
who  yet,  when  married,  and  faithful  to  their  Hufbands,  breed  and  bear  as 
well  as  other  Women :  But  this  is  no  Evidence  of  their  former  Virtue* 
If  an  unmarried  Woman  conceives,  it  is  a  ftrong  Prefumption  ffie  had 
had  to  do  only  with  one  Man,  fome  little  Time  previous  to  her  Concep¬ 
tion  ;  therefore  fuch  Conceptions  are  frequenter  in  the  Country  (in  Pro¬ 
portion  to  the  fmall  Numbers  of,  and  prefent  Practice  of  Whoredom)  than 
in  Cities  and  great  Towns,  where  That  and  other  Vices  are  more  preva¬ 
lent,  and  the  wicked  Arts  of  preventing  Conception  are  more  generally 
known  and  ufed :  Hence  Country  Girls  and  kept  Mifles  have  a  better 
Chance  for  Children  than  common  Proftitutes.  Early  or  exceffive  Ve¬ 
nery  enervates,  and  almoft  emaculates  Youth;  fo  far,  that  if  they  have 
Children  after,  yet  their  Father’s  Conftitution  being  weakened,  his  For¬ 
tune 
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tune  leflened  or  ruined,  a  loofe  Habit  is  contradled,  that  their  Amours 
can  fcarce  be  confined  to  the  Marriage  Bed  :  Hereby  the  injured  innocent 
Party  is  wronged ;  and  often  the  Honeft,  Virtuous,  and  Laborious  are 
obliged,  in  Lome  Shape,  to  contribute  to  the  fcanty  Maintenance  of  an 
unfortunate,  fpurious,  adulterous  Brood  of  a  feeble,  languiffiing,  moftly 
fhort-lived  Race  of  inglorious  Mortals,  often  tainted  with  the  dire  and 
indelible  Effects  of  their  Parents’  Vices. 

As  Marriage  is  to  be  encouraged  and  promoted,  fo  the  oppofite  Vices 
fhould  be  fupprefled  (without  the  latter,  the  former  Defign  will  in  a  great 
Meafure  be  defeated)  by  fuch  Laws  as,  being  faithfully  and  impartially 
executed,  would  diredtly  tend  to  prevent  them.  And  fure  it  is  not  im- 
poffible  but  fuch  Laws  may  be  made  here  as  well  as  in  other  Countries. 
Such  as  thefe :  If  a  Man  get  a  Woman  with  Child,  let  him  be  obliged  to 
marry  her,  or  fent  to  remain  for  Life  in  fome  of  our  Colonies.  Or  if  any 
unmarried  Perfon,  in  Commiffion,  needlefsly,  or  unnecefiarily  and  fe- 
cretly,  frequents  or  haunts  a  Woman  or  Women’s  Company,  efpecially  at 
unfeafonable  Hours,  or  in  private  Places ;  if  he  be  reproved  by  his  fupe- 
rior  Officer,  and  threatened  if  he  continues  that  Practice ;  or  if  he  culti¬ 
vates  a  culpable  Intimacy  with  any  Woman  or  Women,  that  he  be 
cafhiered  and  his  Commiffion  taken  from  him :  If,  unmarried,  he  gets  a 
a  Woman  with  Child,  let  him  be  obliged  to  marry  her,  or  give  her  a  For¬ 
tune  fuitable  to  his  Rank  and  Ability,  and  fettle  an  Annuity  on  the  Child, 
if  there  is  one,  for  it’s  Nurfing  and  Education  till  it  is  13  Years  old,  and 
then  put  it  to  fome  Trade  orBufinefs,  where  it  may  be  well  ufed.  If  he 
refufes,  or  is  unable  to  comply  with  thefe  Demands,  let  his  Commiffion  he 
taken  from  him.  Of  if  the  Father  is  a  private  Man,  and  cannot  do  thofe 
Things  for  the  Woman  and  Child,  let  him  be  imprefied  into  the  Army, 
or  tranfported.  If  a  private  Soldier  lie  with  a  Woman,  let  him  be  pu¬ 
nched  by  Martial  Laws,  and  the  Woman  fent  to  the  Houfe  of  Correc¬ 
tion,  there  to  be  kept  to  hard  Labour.  If  a  Woman  is  guilty,  and  is 
convicted  of  feveral  Adis  of  Whoredom,  let  her  be  tranfported.  If  a 
Man  or  Woman  is  guilty  of  Adultery,  either  with  fingle  or  married  Per- 
fons,  let  half  of  the  guilty  Man’s  Effate  be  forfeited  to  the  Poor  or  Public 
Service,  and  the  other  be  fettled  in  Trufi:  for  the  Benefit  of  the  injured 
Perfon  and  Children,  (if  there  are  any)  and  the  Gallant  left  to  the  Difcre- 
tion  of  the  injured  Hufband  or  Wife,  and  the  Adultrefs  left  to  undergo 
fuch  Pains  and  Penalties  as  the  Laws  in  that  Cafe  require,  and  let  the  Huf¬ 
band  divorce  her,  if  hepleafes ;  or  if  it  be  that  the  Hufband  keeps  her  for 
a  lucrative  Proftitute,  let  both  be  puniffied  feverely.  Such  as  are  proved 
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guilty  of  unnatural  Gratifications  of  their  Inclination,  or  ufe  Arts,  Instru¬ 
ments,  or  Methods  to  prevent  Conception  or  caufe  Abortion,  let  all  fuch 
Suffer  according  to  excellent  Laws  in  that  Cafe  to  be  provided,  and  the  In¬ 
strument  Maker  be  punifhed  or  hanged  with  the  Criminals.  It  was  with 
this  laudable  View  of  promoting  Marriage,  and  preventing  Whoredom, 
Adultery,  and  all  unlawful  Gratification  of  fenfual  Pleafures,  and  to  beget 
healthy  Strong  Children,  that  the  brave  martial  Romans  ufed  Infibulation, 
till  Youth  was  fit  for  Marriage.  It  is  alfo  proper  that  all  Clergy  (efpeci- 
ally  fuch  as  have  Livings)  Should  be  married,  and  fet  Examples  to  their 
Flocks,  of  Temperance,  Chaftity,  Charity,  Morality,  and  Benevolence. 
Let  the  antient  Discipline  of  the  Church,  for  punifhing  Offenders,  be  re¬ 
stored,  but  not  abufed,  as  formerly,  to  the  moft  fcandalous  Purpofes,  which 
occafioned  that  Power  to  be  taken  away  ;  and  the  Lives  of  many  of  the 

Clergy  rendered  that  Function  contemptible. - As  to  Drunkennefs, 

Swearing,  Sabbath-breaking,  &c.  let  the  good  Laws  that  are  Still  in  Force 
againSt  them,  be  executed  with  the  fame  Diligence  as  againSt  Theft,  Bur¬ 
glary,  Robbery,  &c.  Juftices  remembering  they  judge  not  for  Man,  but 
for  God,  to  whom  they  muSt  account;  and  knowing  they  transfer  Guilt 
to  themfelves  by  paffing  by  the  Offenders,  whereby  they  become  more  har¬ 
dened. 

All  Tenants  (efpecially  young  Couples)  Should  hold  their  rented 
Ground  on  a  Leafe  of  21  or  25  Years,  to  put  them  on  exerting  their  In¬ 
genuity  and  Induflry  in  improving  their  Farni  to  their  own  and  the  Land¬ 
lord’s  beSt  Advantage.  Nor  would  a  Claufe  of  Reverfion  be  amifs  in  their 
Leafes,  that  the  Tenant  have  a  Refufal  of  the  next  Leafe,  in  Confideration 
of  the  Expences  and  Labour  he  has  been  at  in  Improvements;  for  hither¬ 
to  the  Tenant  may  have  little  or  no  Suitable  Profit,  but  he,  or  his  Heirs, 
might  hereafter  reap  fbme^  Advantage,  and  the  Landlord  alfo.  Without 
fome  fuch  Security,  only  Fools  will  expend  their  All  on  Uncertainties ;  for 
the  Landlord  may  be  a  Man  of  ftriCt  Probity  and  Honour,  yet  he  is  mor¬ 
tal,  and  his  Honour  may  be  laid  in  the  Duft  with  him;  and,  if  his  Heir 
does  not  think  himfelf  bound  by  his  Predeceffor’s  Promife,  Honour,  or 
verbal  Bargain,  what  has  the  Tenant  to  truft  to  ?  The  Tenant  fhould  alfo 
be  bound,  in  his  Leafe,  to  make  fuch  reafonable  Improvements  as  may  be 
ufeful  and  profitable,  and  the  Rent  regulated  according  to  the  extraordi¬ 
nary  neceffary  Expence,  which  the  Tenant  can  always  do  cheaper  than  the 
Landlord,  when  proper  Directions  are  given.  It  alfo  conduces  to  the  Pub¬ 
lic  Good,  if,  in  all  Leafes,  the  Landlord  would  oblige  the  Tenant,  in  every  . 
Farm,  to  keep  always  a  certain  Number  of  Acres  of  it  in  Corn  yearly, 

and 
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and  fuch  a  Number  in  Meadow,  fo  many  for  Paflure,  and  fo  many  in 
Fallow;  and  let  the  Steward  fee  that  this  Part  of  their  Covenant  is  lul- 
filled,  upon  the  Penalty  in  it.  Hereby,  in  general,  a  due  Balance  might 
be  kept  between  Corn  and  Grazing,  or  Animal  and  Vegetable  Food;  for, 
if  it  is  left  to  the  Farmer’s  Difcretion,  he  will  moflly  contrive  that  one, 
if  not  both,  fhall  be  dear :  For,  if  Corn  is  plentiful  and  cheap,  the  next 
Year  or  two  he  plows  and  fows  little,  but  grazes  much;  if  Meat  is  plen¬ 
tiful  and  cheap,  he  leflens  his  Stock,  and  plows  more ;  fo  that  one  or  other 
fhall  be  dear  as  he  pleafes.  This  Piece  of  Policy  purfued,  Agriculture 
will  be  encouraged,  the  Increafe  of  People  promoted.  Markets  generally 
kept  moderate,  the  Nation  flrengthened,  riches  increafed,  and  Labour 
done  cheaper  and  better. 

Another  Inducement  to  Marriage,  would  be  putting  an  immediate 
and  effectual  Stop  to  the  inclofing  of  Arable  Grounds,  (even  fome  of 
the  heft)  as  many,  even  in  the  Center  and  mod:  populous  and  fruitful 
Places  of  England ,  are,  and  turning  them  into  Paflure  and  Grazing 
Grounds  for  Cattle :  A  mofl  impolitic  Scheme,  and  has  been  fhamefully 
pradtifed  of  late ;  and  many  Thoufands  of  Families  ejected ;  and  this  not 
only  out  of  fome  few  Places,  Villages,  or  Parifhes,  but  out  of  whole 
Corners  of  a  Country  or  County,  fo  as  only  to  leave  Room  for  a  Shepherd, 
or  Cowherd  and  his  Dog ;  than  which  nothing  could  poffibly  be  contrived 
more  everfive  of  the  above  noble  Defigns,  nothing  more  inconfiflent  with 
true  Policy,  Prudence,  Intereft,  Religion,  and  Humanity.  Hereby  Thou¬ 
fands  of  Families  and  Souls  have  been  expofed  to  the  Danger  of  perifh- 
ing,  or  the  Neceffity  of  tranfporting  themfelves  (as  fome  Thoufands  did 
in  1716,  17,  and  18,  and  like  to  be  fo  now  in  Ir eland ) ;  or  becoming 
Servants,  Slaves,  and  Drudges  to  their  late  Servants.  Such  defolate 
People’s  Children  are  prevented  from  marrying,  tho’  their  Parents  could 
lately  provide  decently  for  their  Marriage ;  but  as  the  former  Laws  were 
implicit  and  unchriflian,  fhould  new  Laws,  more  cruel,  be  made  to  pre¬ 
vent  fuch  unhappy  Sufferers  tranfporting  themfelves  to  our  own  Colonies 
or  elfewhere,  this  would  be  to  flarve  them  at  home,  to  give  the  Poor  the 
Pleafure  to  be  flarved  and  die  here,  and  be  laid  amongfl  the  Dull  of  their 
Anceflors.  The  deplorable  Cafe  of  the  North  of  Ireland  in  1717  and  18, 
may  yet  be  remembered  by  many,  when  Landlords,  by  racking  their  Te¬ 
nants’ Rents  beyond  Reafon  and  Humanity,  occafioned  fuch  Numbers  of  Fa¬ 
milies  to  tranfport  themfelves  to  a South-Carolina,  as  almofl  depopulated  the 
Country,  and  Landlords  were  glad  tolett  their  Lands  at  a  third  or  fourth 
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Part  of  the  late  Rent-  The  fure  Confequence  of  fuch  Courfes  of  inclofing 
and  racking,  are,  depopulating  a  Country,  weakening  a  State,  flopping 
Manufactories,  Trade,  and  Agriculture,  thinning  the  Army  and  Marine, 
and  expofing  all  to  the  Inroads  and  Attacks  of  it’s  inveterate,  powerful 
Enemies,  whom  that  State  is  fupporting,  increafing,  and  ftrengthening 
with  it’s  Produce,  Money,  and  Provifions.  It  would  alfo  be  prudent  to 
repeal  that  old  A£i  againft  building  Cottages  on  Waftes,  without  laying 
fome  Acres  of  Land  to  them :  An  A£t  againft  true  Policy,  calculated  for 
the  Difcouragement  of  Marriage,  Decreafe  of  Mankind,  and  weakening 
a  Nation. 

Another  Encouragement  to  Marriage,  would  be  dividing,  taking  in, 
and  cultivating  improveable  Commons,  Forefts,  and  Wafte  Grounds, 
making  fuch  Allowances  out  of  them  for  the  Poor,  (in  Lieu  of  their  for¬ 
mer  Advantage)  as  the  Wifdom  of  the  Legillature  thinks  proper  and  juft; 
and  ordering  that  fuch  Allowances  fhall  be  perpetual,  without  being 
turned  to  a  Property  by  any  other.  Such  Lands  might  be  preparing  for 
more  beneficial  Purpofes,  whilft  divided  Town-Fields  were  cultivating 
and  peopling.  For  a  Motive  hereto,  we  fee  many  feeming  rough  Waftes, 
formerly  thought  incapable  of  Cultivation,  are,  by  great  Labour  and  In- 
duftry,  found  the  moft  healthy  and  populous ;  as  about  Halifax ,  &c. 

Another  Means  to  promote  Marriage  and  the  Increafe  of  People,  is 
to  make  Laws  for  dividing  Town-Fields,  which  are  moftly  open  half  of 
the  Year,  and  fometimes  the  whole  every  third  Year,  or  fhift  PoffefTors 
every  fecond  or  third  Year.  Such  Lands,  having  little  Labour,  Manure, 
or  Cultivation  beftowed  on  them,  bring  little  Produce,  are  thinly  peopled, 
and  bring  the  Proprietors  and  PoffefTbrs  fmall  Gain :  Hence  their  Poor  are 
double  and  triple  to  what  they  might  be,  the  Increafe  of  People  is  fmall. 
There  is  fcarce  any  Ground  but  what  might,  with  Judgment  and  Culture, 
be  turned  to  good  Account.  But  fpecial  Care  and  Provifion  fhould  be  made 
by  Law,  that,  after  Town-Fields  are  divided,  they  fhould  not  be  ingroffed 
into  one  or  few  Hands  $  nor  large  Farms  or  Grounds  to  be  lett  to  one  or 
a  few  Men,  to  lett  out  to  Under-Tenants  at  fuch  Rents  as  they  cannot 
poffibly  pay  and  keep  their  Families,  far  lefs  make  Provifion  for  their 
Children  to  marry. - It  is  a  manifeft  Truth,  till  of  late  Years,  fmall  Far¬ 

mers  were  the  firft  and  fure  Support  of  the  labouring  Part  of  the  Nation; 
for  their  narrower  Circumftances  obliged  them  to  threfh  out  their  Grain 
yearly,  and  bring  to  Market  what  they  could  fell  at  moderate  Prices, 

whilft 
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whilft  Millers,  Badgers,  Swailers,  and  Corn-Hoarders  bargain  for  much 
of  the  rich  Farmers’  Grain  at  a  higher  Price,  and  keep  it  by  them  till  they 
can  raife  the  Market :  They  have  probably  had  Affociations  amongft 
themfelves,  as  meer  Homicides,  to  monopolize  and  get  into  their  Hands 
all  the  Corn,  both  that  growing  and  the  old  Stock  in  Hand,  and  fo  make 
an  artificial  Dearth  at  Pleafure,  as  might  be  the  Cafe  in  1758  and  62, 
both  as  plentiful  Crops  of  Wheat  as  had  been  for  many  Years,  tho’  they 
were  droughty  Summers.  Perhaps  it  was  propofed  by  them  to  buy 
in  the  Wheat  at  $s.  a  Bufhel,  and  fell  it  out  at  8^.  which  muft  have 
ftarved  half  the  Poor  of  the  Nation,  and  fo  put  a  Stop  to  both  Trade  and 
Hufbandry  for  Want  of  Hands.  But  the  Legifiature  may  foon  put  a  Stop 
to  their  bafe  Defigns,  by  preventing  Millers  becoming  Badgers,  where¬ 
by  they  may  buy  up  the  damaged  Wheat  at  frnall  Prices,  and,  in  Time  of 
Dearth,  fell  it  out  at  extravagant  Rates ;  or  mix  good  and  damaged  Wheat 
together,  and  fell  out  the  Flour  for  good ;  or,  when  People  fend  good 
Wheat  to  the  Mill,  they  exchange  it  for  their  damaged  Corn ;  and  do,  by 
their  late  French  Mills,  grind  down  the  meer  dry  Hulks  or  Bran  of  the 
Wheat  into  an  ufelefs  Meal,  void  of  Nourifhment,  befides  perhaps  mixing 
it  with  other  Ingredients  (which  may  be  hurtful)  to  increafe  the  Weight, 
and  fell  it  to  the  Poor  at  an  extravagant  Price.  The  Law  can  alfb  hinder 
Badgers  buying  Corn  any  where  but  in  open  Market,  and  oblige  Farmers 
to  bring  out  their  Corn  to  open  Market,  and  not  fet  it  up  in  their  Corn- 
Chambers  before  the  Market  is  over ;  or,  when  Wheat  rifes  above  4  s.  or 
4  j*.  6  d.  a  Bufhel,  to  flop  the  Bounty  on  Exportation,  and  give  it  to  the 
Corn  Importers  ;  and  prohibit  the  Diftillation  of  Wheat  or  other  Grain. 

Luxury  is  not  only  a  Vice,  but  another  great  Impediment  to  Marriage: 
Hence  the  Expence  is  too  large  to  maintain  a  Family  with  any  State 
or  Figure,  in  Cities  or  great  Towns,  where  there  only  is  a  finall  or  mode¬ 
rate  Fortune;  for  if  they  muft  retire  from  High  Life,  Gaiety,  and  Plea¬ 
fure,  they  muft  live  in  the  Country,  and  be  CEconomifts. - Some,  view¬ 

ing  City  Expences  in  a  married  Life,  look  on  entering  into  that  State 
as  chaining  themfelves  down  to  perpetual  Slavery,  Poverty,  and  Diftrefs, 
and  therefore  avoid  it.  Others  fhun  Marriage,  that  they  may  give  them¬ 
felves  up  to  a  fuller  Loofe  in  the  Purfuit  of  all  their  illicit  Pleafures  and 
vicious  Inclinations.  But  good  Sumptuary  Laws  enabled,  and  ftridtly 
executed  on  Offenders,  would  foon  bring  moft  to  relifh  and  prefer  Mar¬ 
riage,  and  prevent  many  leaving  their  Eftates  to  younger  Brothers’  Chil¬ 
dren,  while  they  have  Children  enough  of  their  own  by  Whores  and  kept 
Miffes,  when  the  poor  Babes  are  unfortunate  but  innocent. 
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We  faw  before  the  mifchievous  Effects  of  Spirituous  Liquors,  and 
how  greatly  they  promoted  both  Barrennefs  and  Mortality,  and  efpecially 
thofe  of  the  latter  above  10  Years  old,  in  London  only;  from  which  we 
may  judge  of  their  dire  Effects  not  only  in  Towns  and  Cities,  but  too  often 
in  the  Country  itfelf,  throughout  the  Kingdom ;  which  deleterious  Prac¬ 
tice  of  fpreading  Poifbn  and  Death  may  foon  be  reftrained,  by  laying  ad¬ 
ditional  Duties  on  them  from  Time  to  Time,  which  we  fee  will  vifibly 
prolong  the  Life,  promote  the  Health,  Ufefulnefs,  Fruitfulnefs,  moral 
Deportment,  and  Obedience  to  the  Laws  in  the  SubjeCfs;  greater  Plenty 
of  Grain  for  Bread  and  Drink  to  the  Laborious  and  Poor;  and  export  to 
our  Neighbours  at  moderate  Prices:  For  it  is  demonftrable,  that  the 
greater  Reftraint  is  laid  upon  Spirits,,  the  greater  will  be  the  Confump- 
tion  of  Malt  Liquors,  and  the  more  Revenue  will  it  bring  in  to  the  Crown, 
as  the  moderate  Ufe  of  the  latter  is  the  Cordial  and  Support*  of  the  toil¬ 
ing  and  laborious  Part  of  the  Nation.  v  - 

It  is  obferved  that  fewer  die  now  under  jo  Years  old,  than  formerly. 
One  Reafon  for  which  is,  that  fewer  Abortives  and  Still-born  are  now 
regiftered  either  in  Town  or  Country  ;  and  in  many  Places  none  of 
them  are  regiftered  ;  nor  indeed  does  it  anfwer  any  End,  except  it  be 
to  fhew  that  fome  few  Couples,  thought  barren,  were  not  fo. — — . 
Upon  examining  the  London  Regifters  the  Cafe  ftands  thus:  From  1629 
to  36  were  buried,  in  all,  90,915;  whereof  3798  were  Abortives  and 
Still-born,  which  is  one  of  23.  From  1647^0  55,  were  buried  89,658* 
Abortives,  &c.  were  2929,  or  only  one  of  32.  From  1751  to  59,  were 
buried  164,165;  Abortives,  &c.  4568,  one  of  36;  not  that  Abortions 
and  Mifcarriages  are  rarer,  but  feldom  or  ever  regiftered, 

A  Law  for  building  and  endowing  Foundling  Holpitajs  would  not 
only  be  a  Hindrance  to  Marriage,  and  an  Encouragement  to  Whoredom* 
but  enervate  and  weaken  the  Vigour  and  Strength  of  Youth,  abate  it’s.  In¬ 
clination  to  Marriage,  give  a  Kind  of  Toleration  to,  Proftitutioa,  encou¬ 
rage  Libertinifm,  caft  a  Slur  on  Wedlock  and  married  Wopien,  qaufe  a 
NegleCt  of  Family  CEconomy,  occafion  Jealoqfy  and  Sufpicion  between. 
Huibands  and  Wives,  cool  their  neceffary  Affections  one  for  another,  oc¬ 
cafion  a  NegleCt  for  providing  for  their  Children,  &c.  But  allowing  fuch 
Hofpitals  might  prevent  the  Murder  of  only  a  few  Baftards !  yet  what 
poor  Recompence  to  the  State,  to  have  the  Chance  of  faving  one  languifh- 
ing  Life,  by  preventing  the  lawful  Procreation  of  20  or  30,  and  increasing 
-the  Lois,  by  W ant  of  Food  and  Care,  of  5  or  6  lawfully  begotten ;  and 
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alfo  the  preventing  of  Conception,  and  Defer uclion  by  Whoredom.  Or 
felfe  fome  Libertines  keep  their  Padlock -Miffes,  to  prevent  the  Admiffion 
of  any  but  themfelves ;  for  many  that  will  admit  one,  will  not  deny  ano¬ 
ther  if  he  pays  better  and  p'leafes  more.  Why,  for  thefe  Reafons,  mu  ft 
lawful  Marriages  be  difeouraged  ?  Why  Laws  again  ft  clandeftine  Mar¬ 
riages,  and  Laws  to  encourage  Whoredom  ?  Are  there  not,  upon  the 
whole,  more  Males  born  into  the  World  than  Females  ?  What  Rake  or 
Libertine  will  not  rather  chufe  to  be  excufed  from  Marriage  and  Family 
Cares,  that  he  may  glut  himfelf  with  Pleafure  and  Whoredom,  and,  if  he 
happens  to  get  a  few  puny,  mifetable  Children,  can  get  rid  of  them  by 
thrufting  them  into  a  Foundling  Hofpital;  for  maintaining  of  which  a  new 
Tax  rnuft  be  laid  on  the  Nation,  as  tho’  it  had  not  enough  already,  or  had 
no  Debt  to  pay  off,  that  it  might  have  frefh  Credit  when  wanted  ?  is  not 
this  Encouragement  of  Whoredom  cutting  the  Sinews  of  Induftry,  which 
is  chiefly  fupported  by  the  Married  ?  But  appeal  we  to  Facft ;  have  thefe 
Cities,  which  have  fuch  Hofpitals,  flouriftied  more  fince  they  begun,  or 
have  not  their  Births  dwindled  in  Proportion  to  their  Burials  fince  they  had 
thefe  Receptacles  ?  Did  not  the  Parifti  Births  far  exceed  the  Buryings  be¬ 
fore  they  had  that  Hofpital,  and  do  not  now  the  Burials  as  far  exceed  the 
Births  ?  And,  as  Foundlings  increafe,  do  not  Weddings  decreafe  ?  Can  any 
honeft,  virtuous  Members  in  the  Houfe  vote  for  a  National  Tax  for  this 
Hofpital,  Part  whereof  mud  be  railed  from  many  poor,  honeft,  diftreffed 
Families,  Widows,  and  Orphans,  ready  to  ftarve  at  home ;  and  will  not 
rather  vote  for  prophane,  odious,  common,  licenfed  Stews,  which  will  do 
far  lefs  Harm,  and  bring  in  (not  expend).  Money  to  the  Government  ? 

The  laft  Thing  propofed  was,  that  Cities  and  great  Towns  fhould  (if 
poflibie)  be  provided  with  good  Air,  Water,  wholefome  Habitations,  clean, 
open,  wide,  and  well- ventilated  Streets,  where  fuch  Things  can  be  had. 
Greater  Sicknefs  and  Mortality  are  often  charged,  more  than  is  juft,  on 
Air  and  Water;  and  on  Smoke,  Dirt,  Clofenefs  of  the  Place,  bad  Effluvia, 
and  Excrements  of  Multitudes  and  Variety  of  Animals,  &c.  Tho’  thefe 
Things  want  not  their  bad  Effects,  yet  the  Vices  and  Licentioufnefs  of  the 
Inhabitants  are  often  more  to  be  blamed.  The  Air  and  Water  of  fome 
Places  are  not  to  be  mended,  as  in  low,  wet,  marlhy  Grounds,  having 
foetid,  ftagnant  Waters,  and  a  corrupted  Atmofphere,  loaded  with  conftaht 
Moifture  and  putrid  Effluvia ;  which  Places,  having  no  Defcent  to  carry 
off  thefe,  cannot  be  made  healthy  Habitations.  But  Ibine  Places  have 
been  very  induftrious  and  fuccefsful  in  this  Part  of  the  Policy,  they  have 
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opened  and  cleaned  their  Ditches  and  Sewers,  let  off  their  Sludge  and  nafly 
{landing  Water,  fo  that  all  Filthinefs  is  more  eafily  and  better  carried  off, 
their  Streets  widened,  and  made  ftraight,  their  Houfes,  Rooms,  and  Win¬ 
dows  built  loftier,  '&c.  But,  for  all  thefe  great  Improvements,  Death 
fometimes  rides  triumphant,  therefore  the  Caufe  muff  lie  deeper  in  the 
Prevalence  of  Vice  and  Immorality,  which  can  only  be  pruned  off  by  a 
vigilant,  indefatigable,  virtuous  Magiftracy,  having,  and  impartially  exe¬ 
cuting  good  Laws  on  all  Sorts  of  Offenders. 

Having  pointed  out  fome  Caufes  of  the  greater  Mortality  of  Cities  and 
great  Towns,  and  how  that  may  be  remedied,  in  Part,  the  Nation  made 
ftronger  and  more  populous,  Trade  and  Hufbandry  better  fupplied  with 
fufficient  Hands,  and  Hire  and  Provi/ions  cheaper,  only  by  keeping  up  a 
ftridter  and  more  exadt  Policy  to  fupprefs  Vice  and  Immorality,  and  pro¬ 
mote  Virtue  and  Induftry.  Thus  far  we  have  feen  the  great  Wafte  of 
Mankind  in  all  our  three  Metropolifes,  and  the  Means  to  moderate  or  leffen 
it.  It  may  now  be  proper  to  give  a  few  Specimens  of  the  State  of  Health 
in  fome  of  our  larger  Market-Towns;  but,  for  the  leffer  and  Country 
Places,  muff  refer  the  Readers  to  the  general  Table  at  the  End  of  this  Work. 

After  the  Ages  and  Difeafes  of  the  Dead,  it  would  next  occur  to  inquire 
into  their  late  State  and  Condition ;  but,  having  no  home  Regifters  to  af- 
fift  us,  we  muff  borrow  the  Help  of  fome  Foreigners  herein.  Leipjic 
from  1720  to  36,  had  523 7  Births,  785  Marriages,  and  6107  Burials. 
Loubau  an  A.  An  nab  erg,  in  two  Years,  had  413  Births,  100  Weddings,  and 
962  Burials.  Brejlaw ,  in  eight  Years,  had  10,018  Births,  2555  Marri¬ 
ages,  and  1 2,109  Burials.  Drefden,  in  five  Years,  had  8958  Births,  2554 
Weddings,  and  9837  Burials.  In  nine  other  Towns  3570  were  born; 
married  in  feven  of  them,  251  ;  buried,  3670.  The  laft  gives  the  Totals 
of  all  under  10  Years  old,  except  the  middlemoft  of  the  four,  which  gives 
the  Still-born.  Leipjic ,  Loubau ,  and  the  feven  laft  Towns,  give  the 
Child-bed  feparate.  The  firft  and  fourth  confound  Widowers  and  Wi¬ 
dows.  In  all  thole  Towns  were  buried  15,223  above  10  Years  old,  and 
17,412  under  it;  but  all  the  Places  were  not  equally  fatal  to  the  fame 
Ages,  for  in  Leipfic  285  more  died  under  10  than  above  it.  Loubau  bu¬ 
ried  above  double  the  Number  above  10  than  under  it;  John-George  and 
Annaberg  did  the  fam^.  Brejlaw  buried  1400  more  Children  than  Adults. 
Drefden  buried  above  jooo  more*  The  laf|  buried  a  Third  more  Chil¬ 
dren  than  Adults.  Leipjic ,  Brejlawy  and  Drejden  were  more  unfavourable 
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to  married  Men,  of  whom  died  5126;  Women,  3581 ;  Widowers,  467; 
Widows,  991;  Batchelors,  1788  j  Maids,  1938.  Here  were  married 
6187  Couples,  or  12,374  Perfons,  who  produced  28,036,  above  44  Chil¬ 
dren  to  each  Wedding.  Of  the  above  28,036  born,  1 2,374  were  married ; 
to  which  add  4725,  who  died  in  Celibacy,  both  make  17,039.  Subtradt 
this  from  32,635  buried,  remain  15,536  for  the  Total  of  all  that  died 
under  10  Years  old;  but  the  real  Total  of  them  is  16,922.  Thus  we 
find  the  Number  of  Incomers,  and  Strangers  that  died  in  the  Time, 
near  16,000.  Here  were5i26  marriedMen  buried,  and  only  3581  mar¬ 
ried  Women ;  1545  Odds ;  356  Widowers ;  991  Widows,  where  they  are 
feparated ;  fo  that,  of  each  married  Couple,  it  is  near  3  to  1  the  Woman 
is  left  a  Widow,  and  of  each  married  Man  it  is  1  to  3  he  is  left  a  Wi¬ 
dower.  The  Proportion  of  married  Men  to  Widowers  is  5  to  and  of 
married  Women  to  Widows,  35  to  9,  or  near  4  to  1.  Thus  we  fee  the 
Chances  of  fecond  or  third  Matches.  See  the  Table  below. 
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But  to  go  on  with  fome  few  large  Towns.  Norwich  has  formerly  been 
a  very  populous,  flourifhing  City,  fince  in  1 348  died  in  it,  of  the  Plague, 
57>374  :  Now,  allowing  this  to  be  (what  is  not  true)  the  greatefl:  Plague 
that  ever  was  in  Britain ,  and  that  one  Third  of  all  the  Inhabitants  died  of 
it,  then  there  muft  have  been  in  it  172,122  People.  In  1549  was  Kitt’s 
Rebellion,  fince  which  the  City  has  enjoyed  profound  Peace;  only  in. 
1705  happened  a  great  Fire  in  it.  Maitland  fays,  from  1728  to  35,  were 
buried  7073,  whofe  yearly  Medium  was  1010,  and  the  City  contained 
33,300  Souls:  But,  from  better  Accounts  in  the.  Gentleman  s  Magazine 
we  are  told  that  in  the  above  Septennary  were  buried  8234;  Medium, 
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1176;  ia  all,  1 66  more  buried  yearly  than  by  Maitland's  Account, 
Again,  we  have  in  the  fame  Magazine  the  Births  and  Burials  for  that  City 
from  1719  to  43,  viz.  Births,  21,561;  Burials,  27,145  (in  this  latter 
Diffenters  are  included,  but  not  in  the  former);  Medium  of  Births,  898; 
of  Burials,  1 1 3 1 ;  2  33  yearly  Difference.  In  1693  an  Account  was  taken 
of  all  the  Souls  in  the  City  and  Suburbs,  and  there  were  28,851 ;  but  in 
1752  the  Magiftrates  caufed  a  moft  exa Ct  Number  to  be  taken  both  of  Fa¬ 
milies  and  Souls  in  the  City  and  Suburbs,  viz.  Families,  713  9;  Souls,  36,169; 
little  more  than  five  Souls  to  a  Family,  tho’  it  is  a  populous,  flourifhing 
City  and  Manufactory,  and  has  many  good  Families.  In  1752,  53,  and 
54,  were  baptized  3440;  buried  3498;  only  58  Difference.  Here  we 
have  both  the  Diffenters’  Births  and  Burials.  In  1739,  40,  41,  42  (in  42 
a  fatal  Small-Pox  raged  in  the  City)  were  baptized  3541 ;  Medium,  885; 
buried,  5556 ;  Medium  almoft  1400 ;  2000  more  buried  than  born ;  the 
fatal  EffeCts  of  a  Dearth,  Small-Pox,  and  a  three  Years  fpotted  malignant 
Fever.  A  Number  equal  to  the  prefent  Inhabitants  is  born  in  about  31 
Years,  and  buried  in  304  of  Peace  and  Plenty.  It  feems  from  the  Num¬ 
ber  of  Families  in  1752,  and  yearly  Births  compared,  that  there  are  yearly 
140  unregiftered  Chriftenings ;  if  fo,  a  Number  equal  to  the  prefent  In¬ 
habitants  is  born  in  29  Years  at  moft. 

Tori,  the  fecond  City  of  this  Kingdom,  Mr.  Drake  fays,  in  feven  Years 
had. 2785  Baptifms;  but  there  muft  have  been  more,  or  the  City  would 
only  have  2786  Families,  and  not  above  13,965  Souls.  Such  Accounts 
fhould  either  be  ftri&ly  inquired  into,  and  given  fully,  or  not  at  all ;  for, 

if  given  too  large,  they  appear  incredible ;  if  too  fmall,  contemptible. - 

Maitland  fays  that  Brejlaw,  from  1728  to  35,  (feven  Years)  buried  9340; 
Medium,  1405  ;  then  the  Souls  are  about  42,150  :  But  this  is  nothing  to 
the  State  of  Health  we  inquire  after. 

Manchejier  is  a  Town  of  great  Antiquity,  Note,  and  Eminence;  not 
only  fince  the  Conqueft,  but  before,  during,  and  fince  the  Romans ,  as  ap¬ 
pears  from  the  great  Ruins  in  an  adjoining  Field,  and  many  Infcriptions 
found  near  it ;  and  from  Dr.  Hollinfworttis  Manufcript,  ftill  preferved  in 
their  Library,  Dr.  Leigh's  Natural  Hiflory ,  Leland's  Itinerary ,  and  the 
Magna  Britannia ,  which  fay  that  this  exceeded  all  the  Towns  in  the  Nor¬ 
thern  Parts,  in  Buildings,  Populoufnefs,  and  Trade;  that,  in  about  1630 
or  40,  it  was  computed  to  contain  above  20,000  Communicants,  or  Per- 
fons  above  16  Years  of  Age.  See  what  Regard  we  fhould  pay  to  fome 
Hiftorians;  for  if  there  were  fo  many  Communicants,  there  muft  at  leaft 

have 
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have  been  45,000  People;  but  in  1740  both  Manchejier  and  Salford  con- 
tained  not  above  22,000  Souls;  whereof  fuppofing  11,000  were  Males, 
and  each  100  of  all  Ranks  fend  out  34,  between  15  and  ^6  Years  old,  lit 
to  bear  Arms,  then  this  Place  could  not  fend  out  above  4740  fuch  defen- 
lible  Men.  But  to  leave  out  Romances,  and  come  to  Certainties;  from 
1573  t0  1603,  were  born  5737;  Medium,  191  ;  married,  1249;  Me¬ 
dium,  42;  buried,  6749;  Medium,  225;  Decreafe,  34  yearly.  The 
whole  Families  then  muft  be  about  1337 ;  Souls,  at  moft,  6685,  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  own  Regifters.  From  1603  to  1626,  were  baptized  5891  ; 
Medium,  256;  married,  1900;  Medium,  824 ;  buried,  5443 ;  Medium, 
2364;  Increafe,  204  yearly.  Families  now  were  1792*  and  Souls  8960. 
Frqm  1731  to  52,  baptized,  12,564;  Medium,  625.;  married,  2871; 
Medium,  1434;  buried,  10,204;  Medium,  5104:  Or,  if  we  reckon  from 
1760  to  63,  born  yearly  at  a  Medium,  (including  Diflenters)  781 ;  bu¬ 
ried,  636 ;  thus  the  Number  of  Families  in  1762  would  be  5467 ;  Souls, 
27,33 5.-r-T-Hence  we  ^ee>  IJ^  The  great  Increafe  of  this  Town's  Inhabi¬ 
tants  in  190  Years,  from  6685  to  27,335;  and  of  Families,  from  1337  to 
546 7.- — r—  2d,  From  this  and  feveral  others,  as  Birmingham ,  Leeds ,  Shef¬ 
field,  Halifax,  Plymouth,  Stockedamerel,  Liverpool ,  &c.  we  fee  the  great 
Importance  of  Trade,  and  the  Value  we  fhould  fet  upon  it,  and  the  Go¬ 
vernment  that  protects  and  extends  it,  to  the  enriching  the  Nation,  rai¬ 
ling  the  Value  of  Lands,  encouraging  Marriage,  exciting  the  Ingenuity 
and  Induftry  of  Farmers  to  make  the  Earth  fruitful,  and  the  Product  bring 
in  a  due  Price,  the  Poor  have  good  Employment  and  Plenty  of  Bread,  and 
the  Government  enabled,  with  good  GEconomy,  to  raife  a  Revenue  to 

maintain  and  protect  the  Nation. - 3d,  In  the  firft  Period  each  Marriage 

produced  above  44  Children,  or  9  to  2 ;  in  the  fecond  Period,  little  above 
3;  in  the  third,  44  again. — 4th,  In  the  firft  Period  they  buried  yearly  a 
ieveoth  Part  more  than  were  bom. — 5th,  The  Baptifms  were  to  the  Mar¬ 
riages  above  57  to  25;  or  32  of  57  died  unmarried.— 6th,  There  cannot 
be  allowed  above  26  Years  to  bury  a  Number  equal  to  the  prefent  Inha¬ 
bitants;  but  from  1732  to  57  it  might  produce  a  Number  equal  to  the 
prefent  Inhabitants  in  28  Years,  and  bury  the  like  Number  in  34,  viz . 
17,500  :  A  great  Change  for  the  better.— 7th,  The  Number  of  Exports, 
or  Outgoers,  makes  an  Increafe  neceliary;  but,  in  the  fecond  Period,  only 
one  more  chriftened  than  buried. 

Halifax,  formerly  called  Horton ,  is  a  moft  extenfive  Parilh,  and  has  many 
Chapels  under  the  Mother  Church.  It  is  very  healthy,  and  conveniently 
fituated  for  feveral  Sorts  of  the  Goathing  Trade,  in  which  Branch  they  ex¬ 
cel  1. 
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cell.  ,It’s  Increafe  and  Populoufnefs  is  furprizing;  for  in  a  fhort  Time 
the  Town,  from  13  Families  only,  rofe  to  1400;  and  to  this  Town  and 
Mother  Church  belong  nine  large  Villages,  containing  above  4000  Fami¬ 
lies,  befides  two  other  Regiflers  kept  in  the  Parifh,  which  were  never  en¬ 
tered  at  the  Mother  Church,  but  fent  yearly  to  the  Regifter- Office  in  York . 
To  them  belong  16  other  Villages,  containing  259 7  more  Families,  be¬ 
fides  many  Hamlets  :  So  the  whole  Pariffi  confifts  of  near  7000  Families, 
which  in  1745  were  only  6425. - In  about  1450  the  whole  Town  con¬ 

fided  only  of  13  Families;  in  1566  it  had  500 ;  and  now,  in  1763,  near 
1500.  At  the  Mother  Church  only,  from  1539  to  53,  were  baptized 
3278  ;  yearly  Medium,  234;  married,  885;  Medium,  63;  buried,  2248; 
Medium,  i6o4;  furprizingly  healthy.  From  1732  to  46,  other  14  Years, 
baptized,  4770 ;  Medium,  341  ;  married,  2100;  Medium,  150;  buried, 
3983  ;  Medium,  284-  ;  Increafe,  784. — Here  is  a  great  Chafm  both  in 
Chriftenings  and  Burials ;  for  in  the  firft  Period  were  near  4  Children  to 
each  Wedding;  in  this,  little  above  2;  for  if  we  allow  only  34  Children 
to  each  Marriage,  and  that  the  Women  are  one  eighth  Part  more  bar¬ 
ren  now  than  formerly;  then  the  Baptifms  fhould  have  been  7350,  in- 
iiead  of  4770.  And  had  the  Country  been  more  unhealthy  now  than 
formerly,  fo  that  inftead  of  a  Third  Increafe,  as  before,  we  had  only  had 

a  Seventh  more  Burials,  then  had  they  at  lead:  been  6383,  not  3983. - - 

But  to  clear  this  Point  ;  from  1756  to  62,  (fix  Years)  were  baptized 
6878  ;  married,  1948  ;  buried,  5511.  In  1746,  in  only  five  of  the  nine 
Villages,  were  1827  Families ;  but  in  1758  there  were  2036 ;  in  12  Years 
increafed  209  Families.  Here  is  alfo  an  Increafe,  in  fix  Years,  of  1367 
Souls  in  this  Part  of  the  Parifh ;  the  late  yearly  Births  being  1 147 ;  the 
Families,  8049  ;  Souls,  near  40,000;  then  it  buries  a  Number  equal 
to  it's  prefent  Inhabitants  in  about  41  Years.  The  other  two  Parts  of  the 
Parifh,  whofe  Regifters  we  have  not,  confifting  of  2597  Families,  and  5 
Souls  to  each,  the  Number  of  Souls  is  about  12,985 ;  which  added  to  the 
above  40,000,  the  whole  Parifh  contains  52,985;  whereof  26,000,  at 
leaf!,  being  Males,  and  of  each  100  34  defenfible  Men  of  Age  fit  to  Bear 
Arms,  then  this  Parifh  only  can  raife  9000  fuch  Men  of  all  Ranks.  Upon 
Trial,  thefe  Computations  are  neareft  Truth ;  for  allowing  a  Woman  of 
every  feven th  Family  to  bear  a  Child  yearly,  then  the  yearly  Births,  mul¬ 
tiplied  by  7,  give  the  Number  of  Families;  and  thefe,  in  Country  Places, 
multiplied  by  44,  or  44,  give  the  Number  of  Souls ;  but  great  manufac¬ 
turing  or  trading  Towns  allow  44*  or  5  at  molt.  Generally  the  Births, 
in  one  Place  with  another,  (where  there  are  no  DifTenters)  are  34  to  44 
for  a  Series  of  Years,  fo  may  be  fafely  taken,  at  a  Medium,  at  4. 


Before 
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Before  633  Leeds  was  only  a  Country  Village;  then  it  rofe  out  of  the 
Ruins  of  Almondbury ,  which  then  being  wholly  destroyed  between  the 
Britons  and  Mercians ,  Leedi  was  made  a  Royal  Village  inftead  of  the 
other,  and  fo  continued  till  the  13th  Century;  but  in  1400  it  was  joined 
to  the  Crown  again.  In  1626  it  was  made  a  Corporation  Town ;  King 
Charles  II.  ordered  it  to  be  governed  by  a  Mayor,  12  Aldermen,  and  24 
Affiftants :  It  fends  no  Members  to  Parliament,  and  is  fupported  by  the 
Cloathing  Manufactory.  In  the  whole  Parifh  belonging  to  Leeds ,  fiom 
1572  to  83,  were  baptized  1693;  Medium,  1634;  married,  4933  Me¬ 
dium,  41  ;  buried,  1595;  Medium,  133  :  Equally  fruitful  with  Halifax , 
but  not  equally  healthy,  having  a  Fifth  Increafe.  From  160a  to  1612, 
the  whole  Parifh  Births  were  3393;  Medium,  282;  Weddings,  921  * 
Medium,  77;  buried,  2823;  Medium,  235.  As  the  Town  and  Trade 
flourifhed,  many  new  Incomers,  not  Natives,  came  in,  fettled,  married, 
and  died ;  hence  lefs  Proportion  between  Chriftenings  and  Marriages. 
From  1660  to  72,  in  the  Town  only,  were  born  3923;  Medium,  327; 
married,  1008;  Medium,  84;  buried,  4669 ;  Medium,  389:  Births  to 
Burials,  as  1 6  to  19 ;  Marriages  to  Births,  near  1  to  4.  From  1734  to 
46,  Baptifms  in  the  whole  Parifh,  (Papifts  arid  Quakers  excepted)  8379 ; 
Medium,  697;  married,  2292 ;  Medium,  190;  buried,  6925;  Medium, 
577.  The  yearly  Births  being  697,  Families  then  were  4879,  and  the 
Souls  were  24,395  at  mofl:  Or,  if  we  reckon  the  other  Way,  the  Births 
would  be  760 ;  63  Odds ;  which  may  well  be  allowed  for  Births  not  re- 
giftered,  as  excepted  above ;  the  Families  would  be  5320 ;  Souls,  26,600; 
but  this  Method  is  not  fo  exadl  as  the  other.  We  fee  both  Leeds  and 
Manchejler  are  now  more  healthy  than  formerly; 

i  t  '•  ...  -  . 
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Tho’  Birmingham  is  now  a  populous,  flourifhing  Place  of  Trade,  it  has 
not  been  long  fo.  From  1610  to  12,  were  born  789  ;  Medium,  99; 
married,  139,  14  yearly;  buried,  568;  Medium,  57.  Here  are  above  64 
Children  to  each  Marriage;  born,  near  ijoo  to  57  buried;  furprizing  Fruit- 
fulnefs  and  Healthinefs.  But  from  1736  to  46,  in  a  Part  of  the  Town, 
(exclufive  of  Afton* “that  joins  to  it)  born,  5185  ;  Medium,  520;  married, 
1394;  Medium,  near  140;  buried,  5508  ;  Medium,  551.  The  Births 
are  far  fhort  of  the  former ;  for  allowing  4  Children  to  each  W edding, 
inftead  of  64?  here  are  407  Baptifms  wanting :  This  brings  Births  and 
Buryings  to  a  Par.  From  1754  to  61,  born,  at  a  Medium,  747;  buried, 
785.  At  the  Reftoration  it  had  only  three  Streets.  In  1700  it  had  30 
Streets,  1 00  Courts  and  Alleys,  one  Church,  one  Chapel,  two  Diftenting 
Meetings,  2504  Houfes,  and  15,032  Inhabitants.  But  to  thefe  were 

F  *  added. 
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added,  before  173!,  25  more  Streets,  50  more  Courts  and  Alleys,  1215 
Houfes,  8254  Souls,  and  a  new  Church.  In  1701  were  14,000  People 
in  it.  Here  is  a  wonderful  Increafe,  not  all  of  it’s  own  Product,  but 
chiefly  by  Incomers ;  but  by  allowing  yearly  50  unregiftered  Baptifms  to 
compleat  797  annual  Births,  the  Number  of  Families  will  be  about  5579  ; 
Souls,  near  27,893. 

Another  furprizing  Inftance  of  the  Rife  and  Growth  of  a  Place  by  Trade, 
is  Liverpool;  for  fo  late  as  from  1663  to  73,  were  only  bom  563 ;  Me¬ 
dium,  56  ;  married,  70 ;  Medium,  7 ;  buried,  41 1 ;  Medium,  41 :  Births 
to  Deaths,  as  1 1  to  8  5  Families,  392;  Souls,  i960.  In  1757,  58,  and 
59,  it’s  yearly  Births,  at  a  Medium,  were  724 ;  Marriages,  322  ;  Burials, 
847.  The  great  Body  of  Difienters  here  prevents  reckoning  by  the  Births ; 
but  by  the  Marriages,  tho’  not  fo  exaCt  a  Way  as  the  other.  In  the  firft 
were  8  Children  to  each  Wedding;  let  us  now  take  only  4,  fo  the  yearly 
Births  would  be  1288,  and  the  Burials  between  8  and  900 ;  hence,  with¬ 
out  Diflenters’  Baptifms,  arifes  an  Uncertainty  of  the  Number  of  Families 
and  Souls. 

Sheffield  was  made  a  Market-Town  in  1296,  and  for  350  Years  has  been 
a  noted  Place  for  Cuttlery  Ware ;  which  feems  to  have  had  very  ordinary 
Sorts  then,  feeing  all  good  Knives  and  Knife-Cafes  were  imported  before 
1563,  that  Richard  Matthew  firfl:  made  both  in  England \  and  got  an  ACl 
of  Parliament  againfl  importing  them ;  fo  that  this  Ad:  is  almofl  coeval 
with  the  firfl:  making  of  Worfled  Stockings  in  England ,  in  1564,  by  Wil~ 
liam  Kidder ;  and  the  firfl:  Invention  of  making  of  Silk  Stockings  in  England , 
in  1 560,  before  which  all  Ranks  wore  Flannel  Hofe.  Here  we  fhall  quickly 
find  the  great  Increafe  and  Improvements  of  this  Town  and  Manufacture  in 
200  Years,  wherein  the  yearly  Births  are  rifen  from  1094  to  765,  above 
fixfold ;  it’s  Marriages,  from  294  to  184;  the  Burials,  from  664  to  562. 
When  it’s  Families  are  5334,  it’s  §ouls  are  22,667 ;  and  a  Number  equal 
to  it’s  prefent  Inhabitants  are  bom  in  294  Years,  and  buried  in  374.  In¬ 
creafe  in  Period  the  firfl,  near  16  to  94  ,  in  the  lafl  Period,  near  10J.  to 
8tV.  Here  is  a  great  Decreafe  of  Health,  tho’  we  have  both  Diflenters’ 
Chriflenings  and  Burials.  Born,  from  1561  to  91,  3285;  Medium,  1094; 
married,  877;  Medium,  30;  buried,  1992;  Medium,  664:  Births  to 
Burials,  almofl  33  to  204  >  Increafe,  1293;  married,  almofl  17 1  to  33; 
wonderful  healthy.  From  1591  to  1621,  born,  4578 ;  married,  1345  ; 
buried,  3731.  From  1621  to  41,  born,  4014;  married,  134 3;  buried, 
3800  :  Here  the  former  great  Difproportion  between  Baptifms  and  Bury- 

ings 
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ings  lefien  apace,  from  greater  Intemperance  and  Incomings  of  Strangers* 
After  this,  Buryings  far  exceeded  the  Chriftenings.  From  1641  to  61, 
born,  32943  married,  8853  buried,  4164.  From  1661  to  81,  born, 
43223  married,  12223  buried,  4643.  From  1681  to  1701,  born,  49523 
married,  11063  buried,  5478.  From  1701  to  41,  born,  11,118  3  mar¬ 
ried,  45403  buried,  9931.  Here  only  the  two  firft  Ternaries  are  to  be 
regarded,  not  the  next  three.  From  1741  to  51,  born,  58153  married, 
15843  buried,  5 235.  From  1748  to  62,  born,  10,666  3  married,  263 7, 
above  4  Children  for  each  Wedding  3  and  buried,  8349:  Increafe,  2317. 
In  the  laft  feven  Years  not  a  Half  of  the  Baptifms  were  married,  5392  died 
in  Celibacy,  and  5274  were  married.  Here  we  fee  the  Rife,  Growth,  and 
Decreafe  of  the  Diflenting  Interefl:3  for  in  the  laft  14  Years  we  have  the 
Total  of  all  Proteftant  Chriftenings  and  Burials,  and  alfo  the  great  Increafe 
of  Inhabitants. 

Hull,  a  populous,  flourishing,  trading  Town,  from  1731  to  33,  all  the 
Baptifms  in  it  were  61163  married,  18313  buried,  4646.  Here  are 
fcarce  34  Children  to  each  Wedding  3  Increafe,  14603  yet  only  2456 
were  unmarried. 

In  the  City  of  Ely  are  no  Diflenters  3  in  it,  from  1654  to  6  8,  were  bap¬ 
tized  20593  married,  549;  buried,  2205  :  A  Decreafe  of  one  23d  Part* 
From  1718  to  53,  baptized,  1721 3  married,  5373  buried,  2056.  In 
the  firft  14  Years,  Births  are  to  Marriages  as  34  to  1 3  in  the  fecond,  34 
to  1 3  the  latter  was  alfo  the  more  mortal.  Both  fhew  it  to  be  an  un- 
'  healthy  Place,  on  the  Decay  then,  and  not  very  fruitful.  It’s  yearly  Births, 
in  the  firft  14  Years,  were  1461-3  the  Marriages,  38^.  In  the  latter  Pe¬ 
riod,  yearly  Births  were  113-I-3  Marriages,  363  Burials,  137;  which 
equals  the  Number  of  Inhabitants  in  26  Years,  and  it’s  Births  in  314. 

Nottingham.  The  upper  Part  of  the  Town  lies  very  dry,  healthy,  and 
pleafant3  the  lower  Part,  very  low,  wet,  and  unhealthy.  It  confifts  of  three 
Parifhes,  viz.  St.  Marys,  (the  largeft  by  far)  St.  Peters ,  and  St.  Nicho¬ 
las's.  The  firft  and  laft,  from  1565  to  86,  baptized  1231,  married  338, 
buried  971 3  near  4  Children  to  each  Wedding,  and  near  a  Fourth  In¬ 
creafe:  Medium  of  yearly  Births,  near  56.  From  1742  to  62,  baptized 
in  all  the  Parifhes,  Diflenters  included,  9009.3  married,  21803  buried, 
72903  Families,  31853  Souls,  14,332.  The  like  Number  born  in  3 14 
Years,  buried  in  394.  Births  to  Marriages,  as  44  to  1. 


Coventry 
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Coventry  has  only  two  Churches  with  Burying  Places,  viz.  St.  Michael' s 
(whole  old  Regilter  was  burnt  fome  Years  ago)  and  Trinity  Church.  In 
the  latter’s  former  Regifter,  from  1614  to  34,  were  baptized  1206;  mar¬ 
ried,  229  ;  buried,  1 15^ :  Only  a  2 5th  Part  lncreafe,  tho’  then  there  were 
54  Children  to  each  Marriage.  Of  the  1206  baptized,  only  458  were 
married,  and  750  died  in  Celibacy ;  tho’  then  feemingly  fruitful*  yet  ap¬ 
parently  an  unhealthy  Place. — In  this  fame  Parilh,  from  171 1  to  31,  born, 
1767;  married,  1095;  buried,  2113;  about  450  unregiftered  Baptifms ; 
yet,  of  the  regiftered,  1 1  out  of  174  were  married,  which  is  not  true,  if 
we  look  before;  befides,  each  married  Couple  had  fcarce  2  Children. 
Strange  Sterility!  after  an  extraordinary  Fertility;  not  near  half  the  Bu¬ 
ried  died  unmarried. - In  this  Century  St.  Michael's  feems  much  the 

larger  Parifh ;  wherein,  from  1711  to  31,  were  born  3557 ;  married, 
1231;  buried,  4540:  Near  1000  more  Burials  than  Births ;  near  two 
Thirds  of  the  Baptifms  were  married,  2000  died  in  Celibacy,  and  each 
Marriage  had  near  3  Children. — In  the  laft  Yicennary,  from  1742  to  62, 
were  baptized  in  the  whole  City  (Quakers  and  Catholics  excepted)  8329; 
married,  3427  ;  buried,  7600 :  lncreafe,  729 ;  fcarce  3  Children  to  each 
Marriage:  Yearly  Births,  4164;  Families,  2912;  Souls,  13,104,  exclu- 
five  of  Papifts  and  Quakers. 

x^ccording  to  the  Bills  received  from  Leceifter,  for  two  Periods  at  120 
Years  Diftance,  viz.  from  1620  to  41,  and  from  1741  to  62,  (but  both 
without  Weddings)  and  thefe  very  lame.  Tho’  the  Town  has  fix  Pa- 
rifhes,  yet  I  had  only  five  fent  me  for  each  Period,  which  Chafm  I  have 
here  fupplied.  In  Period  firft,  baptized,  3723  ;  buried,  3615  :  Then  the 
Medium  of  yearly  Births  was  185;  Families,  1295;  Souls,  5867.  In 
the  laft  Period  were  born,  5846 ;  Medium,  279,  including  all  Proteftants’ 
Births;  Burials,  6 1 29 ;  Families,  1953;  Souls,  8789.  This  is  the  beft 
Eftimate  that  can  be  made  without  the  Marriages,  the  Want  of  which 
in  publifhed  Regifters  Ipoils  them ;  nor  could  I  ever  get  or  have  a  good 
Reafon  for  omitting  them. 

Stamford  has  fix  Parifti  Churches;  but  St.  Johns  has  loft  it’s  old  Re¬ 
gifter,  fo  the  firft  Decade  has  only  five ;  in  which,  from  1630  to  40,  were 
baptized,  834;  Medium,  834 ;  married,  195;  Medium,  194;  buried, 
784;  Medium,  75 ;  above  4 4  to  each  Wedding.  The  Families  then,  in 
thefe  five  Parifhes,  were  581 ;  Souls,  2324.  They  produced  an  equal 
Number  in  28  Years,  and  buried  the  like  in  31.  In  the  latter  Decade, 
(from  1752  to  62)  the  fame  five  Parijfhes  had  Baptifms,  884  *  Weddings, 
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31 1 ;  Burials,  941.  Thfc  whole  fix  Parities,  in  this  Decade,  had  Births 
yearly,  1034;  Weddings,  464 ;  Burials,  1094*  In  the  firft  Decade  was 
an  Increafe  of  a  16th  Part;  here  is  a  Decreafe  of  a  17th  Part:  Before, 
each  Wedding  had  44  Children;  now,  not  above  24-  Here  are -either 
many  unregiftered  Bap ti fins,  or  a  great  Sterility  in  the  Fair  Sex,  or  both. 
This  Sterility  muft  arife  from  fome  Errors  in  the  Women,  for  Air,  Situa¬ 
tion,  Food,  Seafons,  &c.  are  the  fame  as  before.  The  prefent  Families 
are  1621 ;  Souls,  4640. 

Maitland  fays  (but  gives  no  Vouchers,  nor  Births  or  Weddings)  that 
Brijloly  from  1728  to  35,  buried  9840;  Medium,  1405;  Souls,  42,150.— 
Canterbury ,  in  thefe  Years,  buried  2170;  Medium,  310;  Souls,  9300. — * 
Salifbury  buried  201 2  ;  Medium,  287;  Souls,  8610 .——Wolverhampton*, 

1793;  Medium,  256;  Souls,  7860. - Nottingham ,  2434;  Medium, 

347;  Souls,  10,410. — Leicejler ,  1861;  Medium,  265;  Souls,  7950. — 
Exeter ,  from  1729  to  35,  buried,  322 7;  Medium,  537;  Souls,  16,110, 
He  reckons  always  30  Years  Burials  equal  to  the  Number  of  Inhabitants: 
A  deceitful  Gauge. — Glafgow ,  in  three  Years,  buried  2935  ;  Medium,  980; 
Souls,  30,349,  allowing  31  Years  to  bury  it's  prefent  Number  of  Inhabi¬ 
tants. - Buried  yearly  in  Yarmouth ,  at  a  Medium,  from  1716  to  28,  370. 

A  large  Volume  might  be  colledled  from  Hiftories  of  particular  Plagues 
or  Calamities  in  feveral  Countries  and  Cities,  in  later  Centuries ;  but  they 
would  come  far  fhort,  both  in  Extent  and  Severity,  to  many  antient 
Plagues ;  particularly  the  three  general  Plagues  next  after  the  Incarnation; 
the  firft  in  167,  which  raged  10  Years ;  the  fecond  in  253  or  56,  which 
continued  15  Years;  and  the  third  in  1345,  which  lafted  till  1363. 
Thefe  travelled  over,  and  almoft  depopulated,  the  whole  Globe ;  but  elpe- 
cially  the  two  former  ones,  during  the  ten  Roman  Perfecutions  of  the 
Chriftians.  No  general  Judgment  from  Noah's  Flood  had  equalled  thefe. 
Or  look  we  into  late  particular  Plagues,  how  heavy  foever,  yet  they  are 
no  Parallel  to  antient  ones,  as  that  of  Africa ,  Ann .  Mund .  3881,  from 
Locufts ;  when,  in  Numidia  only,  died  800,000;  on  the  Sea-Coafts  of 
Carthage ,  2oo*,ooo ;  in  the  fmall  City  of  Utica,  30,000  Soldiers.  Then 
antient  Calamities  of  civil  Kinds,  as  Earthquakes,  Famines,  Plagues,  &c. 
were  more  cruel  and  fatal  than  of  late,  whereof  take  a  few  Inftances. 

All  Nations,  Kingdoms,  and  People,  who  know  Letters,  keep  Records 
of  both,  or  more  general  or  local  Judgments  of  one  Kind  or  another; 
many  of  which  are  now  loft,  tho’  Abundance  remain,  which  ihew  that 
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the  late  Calamities  have  been  both  milder  and  gentler  than  the  former. 
Earthquakes,  for  Inftance,  have  in  many  Places  made  fudden  and  great 
W afte  and  Dcftrudiiorr,  as  that  when  Antioch ,  and  a  great  Part  of  AJia 
bordering  on  it,  was  fwallowed  up  in  Trajan’s  Time:  And  in  Tiberius  s 
Time  twelve  Cities  in  AJia  were  overturned  at  once;  and,  in  Conjlantine  s 
Time,  as  many  in  Campania .  In  Apulia  a  terrible  one.  Augujline  tells 
of  one  that  overthrew  one  hundred  Cities  in  Libia *  &c.  at  once.  Of  late 
we  have  heard  of  none  like  thefe ;  only  in  our  Time  a  very  fmart  one  in 
Jamaica ,  another  at  Lima ,  and  one  at  LiJbony  when  feveral  Places  of  the 
Globe  had  flight  Shocks,  but  not  comparable  to  the  former. 

Tho’  we  have  here  given  an  Account  of  many  Plagues,  which  have  made 
great  Slaughter  of  Mankind,  and,  from  Time  to  Time,  have  roamed  about 
from  Place  to  Place;  nor  have  Britain  and  Ireland  efcaped  their  Fury,  as 
appears  chiefly  from  our  early  Ecclefiaftic  Writers;  for,  in  the  Year  of  our 
Lord  43,  the  Plague  made  fuch  Havock  here,  that  the  Living  were  fcarce 
able  to  bury  the  Dead.  In  46  it  made  fhocking  Deftrubtion  of  all  Ranks, 
Ages,  and  Sexes.  In  92  died  of  it,  in  Scotland ,  150,000;  and  in  222  it 
killed  io,coo  there.  In  226  it  made  another  delegating  Vilit;  and  the 
like  again  in  333.  In  375  it  flew  48,000  in  Wales .  In  753  and  85  it 
made  great  Slaughter  in  Scotland ;  and  the  like  in  440.  In  409  York  was 
almoft  laid  Wafte,  In  771  it  carried  off  great  Numbers  in  and  about 
Chichejier .  In  954  it  fwept  off  4000  in  Scotland ;  and  made  the  like  fa¬ 
tal  Havock  there  in  1234  :  And,  in  1315,  the  like  Mortality  in  England 
from  Famine.  In  1 348,  the  Plague  in  and  about  Wallingford .  In  1407* 
after  a  corrupt,  fultry  Summer  Air,  the  Plague  broke  out  in  feveral  Places 
in  England ,  and  in  London  alone  died  30,000.  In  1427,  after  almoft  con¬ 
tinual  Rains  from  Eajler  to  Michaelmas ,  came  Dearth,  Death,  and  Fa¬ 
mine,  and  a  hot,  fultry  Winter,  followed  by  the  Plague.  Thefe  Plagues 
were  very  great ;  but  have  been  much  exceeded  by  antient  Plagues,  fuch 
as  that  in  Virgil s  3d  Georgic ;  or  that  in  Ovid’s  7th  Book  of  Metamor- 
phofes;  or  that  of  Athens ,  in  Thucidides ;  or  that  in  /Egypt  y  in  Exodus ;  or 
that  in  Senacherib’ s  Army ;  or  thofe  mentioned  by  Pomponius  Lcetus,  Zo - 
norus  Eufebius ,  &c.  in  250,  which  began  in  ZEthiopiay  raged  the  World 
over  for  15  Years,  and  laid  fome  whole  Kingdoms  Wafte;  or  that  under 
the  Emperor  JuJl.inianr  which,  in  and  about  Conjlantinople ,  daily  cut  off 
5  or  10,000,  fays  Procopius ;  or  the  Peftilence  in  Africay  which,  in  Nii— 
midia  only,  flew  800,000,  fays  Croffius ;  or  that  in  Greece „  under  Michael 
Lucas ;  or  that  in  Italy ,  in  1359*  in  Petrarch’s  Time,  when  Lypjeus  tells 
us  there  were  not  1.0  left  of  each  1000  in  the  whole  Country.  Antient 

Hiftories  give  Account  of  many  more  Plagues.  ^ 
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For  Droughts,  where  fhall  we  find  any  of  late  eqiial  to  that  of  Cyprus , 
which  lafted  36  Years,  till  all  Land- Animals  were  dead,  or  fied ;  or  that 
in  /Egypt ,  in  Jofepti s  Time ;  or  that  in  Ahab’ s  or  Jeremiah's  Time ;  or 
that  of  1201,  wherein  the  Heat  and  Drought  were  fuch,  that  the  poor 
lean  Harvefl  was  ended  and  over  on  June  24 ;  and  in  July  and  Augujl  f6 
great  was  the  Heat  and  Drought,  that  People  roafled  themfelves  in  the 
Sands.  On  the  contrary,  we  rarely  hear  of  fuch  fevere  Seafons  as  the 
Winter  of  821,  when  all  great  Rivers,  both  in  France  and  Germany ,  were 
fo  hard  frozen  30  Days,  that  all  heavy  Carriages  went  over  them  like 
Bridges.  In  1086,  from  November  1 1  to  April  1,  the  Rhine  was  a  High- 
way.  Hermannus  Contreit  fays,  in  1063,  in  the  Middle  of  April,  for  four 
Days  fuch  Winds  and  Snows  as  killed  Cattle  and  Birds,  and  deftroyed 
Vines  and  Trees.  Roberts  de  Monte  fays,  that  in  1125  was  fo  fevere  a 
Winter,  that,  from  the  long  Continuance  of  the  Ice,  Multitudes  of  Eels 
came  creeping  out  of  the  Ditches,  hid  themfelves  in  Meadows,  and  were 
afterwards  found  dead  of  Cold,  and  rotten  by  the  returning  Heat.  Tacitus 
mentions  a  great  Frofl  that  the  Roman  Army  felt  in  Armenia ,  wherein 
many  of  the  Centinels  were  frozen  to  Death ;  and  a  Soldier,  carrying  a 
Faggot,  had  his  Hands  fo  flifF  frozen,  that,  flicking  to  his  Load,  they  fell 

from  him  as  if  cut  off  from  his  Arms. 

* 

If  we  confult  antient  Hiftories,  we  fhall  find  more  and  feverer  public 
Calamities  then  than  in  later  Ages ;  as  Plagues,  Earthquakes,  Droughts, 
Rains,  Famines,  Inundations,  Frofls,  frightful  Meteors,  &c.  Hence  it  is 
not  true  that  the  older  the  World  is,  the  worfe  it  is,  tho*  perhaps  its 
People  may  be  fo. 

Table  I.  Part  I.  Shews  the  greater  Wafle  of  Mankind  in  Cities  and 
great  Towns,  be  their  Situation  what  it  will ;  and  that,  without  good 
Policy  made  and  flridlly  executed,  this  Wafle  is  flill  increafing  both  at 
home  and  abroad.  Here  we  have  a  few  Towns  upon  the  Continent, 
mofl  of  them  for  a  fmall  Number  of  Years.  In  the  firfl  Period  of  Table  I. 
we  have  in  a  few  Towns  the  Lofs  or  Decreafe  ( Amjler dam  and  Berlin 
excepted)  of  120,812;  798,262  having  been  born;  206919,074  buried. 
Of  thofe,  whofe  Marriages  we  have,  each  Couple  had  near  four  Chil¬ 
dren  :  And  of  579,179  Births,  251,332  were  married,  and  327,847 
died  in  Child-bed  or  Celibacy.  Births  to  Burials,  near  79  to  91 ;  the 
Married  to  the  Unmarried,  as  25  to  32^. 

In  the  fecond  Period,  Births  are  to  Burials  near  284  to  342.  Of 
the  three  Cities,  whofe  Marriages  we  have,  the  Borji  were  to  the  Married 
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nearly  as  53  to  30 ;  yet  fcarce  3-  Children  to  each  married  Couple  :  So 
great  a  Number  of  the  Born  being  married  portends  an  Increafe,  yet  there 
is  a  Decreafeof  57,784,  or  a  fifth  Part.  Of  the  Cities  mentioned,  Berlin , 
befides  the  Advantages  of  Air  and  Situation,  appears  to  be  the  healthieit, 
from  a  better  eftablifhed  Policy  well  executed.  Paris  feems  to  put  in  for 
the  next  Claim  to  this  Policy,  tho’  it  has  a  molt  brilliant  crouded  Court, 
having  not  a  ninth  Part  more  buried  than  born,  till  we  look  into  it's 
Foundling  Hofpital  a  little. 

About  the  Middle  of  the  laft  Century  Frdnce  fwarmed  with  Beggars, 
whole  Wants  were  greater  than  the  Monafteries  would  or  could  fupply; 
this  put  them  on  making  their  Way  to  the  City  in  fuch  Numbers,  that 
the  y  were  computed  to  be  40,000  at  leaft;  many  Ways  were  tried  to  be 
freed, from  this  Evil,  but  all  were  ineffe&ual.  In  1656  they  publifhed 
an  Edidt  for  fixing  the  Poor  to  fettled  Refidences,  finding  Ways  to  em¬ 
ploy  them,  and  eltabli filing  a  Fund  for  their  Support.  To  execute  this, 
the  King  gave  many  Houles  and  Scites  in  or  near  Paris ,  as  the  Bicujlre> 
Sal  Petriere ,  (the  one  for  Men  and  Boys,  the  other  for  Women  and 
Girls)  and  others  depending  on  them,  all  to  be  called  the  General  Hofpi¬ 
tal.  Under  this  was  the  Charitea  for  poor  Boys  from  five  to  ten  Years 
old,  and  the  Hotel  de  Dieu,  which  is  a  Part  of  the  General  Hofpital,  all 
had  Funds  fettled  for  them;  befides  which  the  King  fupplies  them  with 
Houfes  and  Fire,  and  remits  ail  Taxes  on  their  Wine,  Salt,  and  all  Sorts 
of  Provifions.  As  foon  as  Preparations  were  made  for  their  Reception, 
3^,000  of  the  Beggars  difappeared,  and  only  5000  continued.  Befides 
the  Royal  Funds  and  charitable  Donations,  fuch  as  were  able  were  obli¬ 
ged  to  work  at  fuch  Bufinefies  as  they  were  fit  for,  and  affigned  them; 
and  thus  to  contribute  to  their  own  Maintenance.  This  feems  to  be  the 
Beginning  of  Work-Houfes ;  an  ufeful,  charitable,  Chriftian  Defign,  if 
rightly  managed,  and  appears  neceflary  to  prevent  and  fupprefs  ftrolling 
Beggars.  The  Foundling  Hofpital  was  defigned  and  appointed  for  de- 
ierted  Children,  baptized  and  regiftered,  whofe  Parents  were  poor,  fick, 
difabled,  or  dead  abroad,  or  in  the  Service ;  fo  not  intended  for  the  who- 
ri£h>  adulterous,  or  incefluous  Brood  of  the  Rich  and  Great,  to  be 
brought  up  at  the  Expence  of  the  Poor,  being  more  properly  defigned 
for  an  Orphan  Hofpital ;  fo  the  Foundation  is  not  culpable,  but  laudable, 
as  is  ftill  evident  from  a  confiderable  Part  of  the  Citizens  of  Paris  fend¬ 
ing  their  Children  there  as  foon  as  they  are  born,  where  they  are  received, 
and  fent  into  the  Country  to  be  nurfed  till  they  are  five  Years  old;  then 
brought  back  till  they  are  twelve,  when  they  are  put  out  to  Services  or 

Bufinefies. 


[  49  ] 

BufinefTes.  Many  of  the  few  that  furvive  the  Nurfing,  are  remanded 
back  by  their  Parents,  There  are  yearly  received  into  this  Hofpital  be¬ 
tween  4  and  5000 ;  from  which  fubtradting  the  Number  that  die  yearly, 
few  furvive.  A  large  Part  of  the  Parifians  die  in  thefe  Hofpitals.  Since 
the  City  has  fo  great  an  Intereft  in  thofe  Hofpitals,  it  is  ridiculous  to  fe- 
parate,  in  their  Bills,  the  Dead  here,  from  thofe  for  the  City.  All  the 
Cities  and  great  Towns  in  France  have  fuch  Hofpitals. 

Table  I.  In  the  following  Tables  I  fhall  begin  with  fo  me  foreign  Cities 
and  Towns,  and  fee  what  is  their  Increafe  and  Decreafe.  Their  Births, 
in  feveral  Series  of  Years,  were  798,262;  Burials,  919,074:  Decreafe, 
120,812.  The  Marriages  we  have,  for  a  few  of  them,  are  142,096, 
each  of  which  produce  near  four  Children.  Of  the  Births  died,  unmar¬ 
ried,  327,847 ;  the  Number  that  married,  were  251,332.  Of  the  fix 
Cities,  whereof  we  have  a  fmall  fecond  Period,  in  them  were  baptized 
284,579;  in  three  of  them  were  married  15,487  Couples;  buried,  in 
the  whole,  342,363.  Each  two  married  had  feven  Children.  Compare 
with  thefe  fome  EngHJh  Cities  and  Towns. 

If  we  confider  our  lafl  120  Years  Loffes,  we  fhall  find  our  Country 
far  fhort  of  being  fully  peopled,  whilft  fuch  vaft  Drains  are  continued. 
Britain  ever  has  been,  and  now  is,  far  from  having  fo  many  People  in  it 
as  it's  own  Produce  would  maintain,  was  it  well  cultivated,  which  it  is 
not ;  Part  of  the  Blame  whereof  lies  on  Landlords,  who  over-rent  their 
Lands,  fo  as  Tenants  cannot  have  Money  both  to  improve  their  Eflates, 
and  pay  too  high  Rents.  Some  of  them  alfo  deny  Leafes  to  honeft,  in- 
duftrious,  ingenious,  and  fober  Tenants,  who  are  generally  too  wife  to  lay 
out  their  All  in  improving  other  Men's  Grounds  on  a  verbal  Agreement, 
or  three  or  feven  Years  Leafes,  or  on  his  Honour,  before  there  are  Infu- 
rance  Offices  for  Lives.  Land  under-rented  is  a  Lofs  to  the  Public,  by 
lying  negledted;  and  over-renting  is  a  Lofs  both  to  Landlord  and  Tenant. 
The  whole  People  in  Britain  and  Ireland  being  computed  at  8,000,000, 
whatever  they  exceed  or  come  fhort  of  producing  yearly  1000  fenfible  Men 
for  each  Million,  they  increafe  or  decreafe  fo  much.  Wars,  Commerce, 
Trade,  and  Emigrations  here,  and  Wars,  Trade,  Emigrations,  and  Super- 
ftition  in  France ;  thefe,  with  Pride  and  Idlenefs  in  Spain9  all  hinder  the 
People’s  increaling;  to  thefe  add  Want  or  Negled:  of  a  good  Policy  in 
many  Places ;  hence  fee  the  furprizing  Increafe  there  is  in  the  PruJJian 
Dominions  beyond  any  other  in  Europe .  It  is  plain  that  England  is  far 
from  being  fully  peopled,  1.  From  great  Commons,  Town-Fields,  and 
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Waftes  lying  fo  much  negleCted. — 2.  From  their  Exportation  of  a  third 
Part  of  the  Corn,  even  after  much  of  their  beft  Arable  Land  is  turned  to 
Pafture  Ground;  befides  a  prodigious  Wafte  in  Diftillation,  and  other 
profufe,  unneceflary  Ufes. 

Having  feen  the  Wafte  of  People  in  our  Metropolifes  and  feveral  large 
Towns,  and  by  living  in  unhealthy  Soils  and  Situations,  Dealings  in  fome 
Bufinefles,  and  Ways  of  Life,  inconftftent  with  Health,  long  Life,  and  Fer¬ 
tility,  the  ingenious  Dr.  Brakenridge ,  on  mature  Deliberation,  thinks  that, 
after  the  Deduction  of  our  Lofles  by  Sea,  Commerce,  Wars,  and  Emigra¬ 
tions  to  our  Colonies,  it  may  be  proved  that  England  has  little  or  no  In- 
creafe  at  all,  but  a  considerable  Lofs,  efpecially  of  late,  not  only  from  the 
above  Deductions,  but  from  turning  fo  much  of  our  beft  Arable  fruitful 
Grounds  into  Pafturing  Lands ;  thereby  depopulating  great  Numbers  of 
Pariffies  and  Villages,  yea,  feveral  Corners  of  Counties ;  a  general  profufe 
Ufe  of  Spirituous  Liquors,  deftrudtive  to  Men  and  Morals;  the  great  Ad¬ 
dition  made  by  the  late  Peace  (as  we  fhall  fee  after)  to  our  Colonies  and 
Plantations  abroad,  begun  to  .be  peopled  by  our  Emigrants ;  the  above 
Difficulties  and  Reftraints  laid  on  the  Marriage  Bed;  the  great  Con¬ 
nivance  at  Whoredom,  Adultery,  kept  Mifies,  Intemperance,  Luxury, 
and  railing  Rents;  and  letting  Lands  out  in  too  large  Quantities  to  Firft- 
Farmers,  to  parcel  out  at  extravagant  Rents  to  Under-Tenants,  whereby 
they  are  opprefled  and  beggared;  fo  the  Poor  are  left  to  the  Mercy  of  Far¬ 
mers  to  impofe  on.  Thus,  having  got  the  Power  of  all  Provisions  into 
their  Hands,  they  are  fo  immoderately  advanced,  that  the  Poor  cannot  live; 
their  Children  are  difpofed  of  to  Trades  and  Manufactories,  which,  being 
over-ftocked,  raife  Mobs  and  Riots.  Thus  our  greateft  Increafe  muft 
arife  from  Scotland  (as  was  feen  in  the  late  War)  and  Ireland ;  but  the 
Increafe  of  the  Natives  of  the  latter  go  to  France,  Spain,  and  Portugal 
Yet  in  the  Midft  of  all  our  Lofles,  and  our  Want  of  Recruits,  a  late  ACt 
was  not  fuffered  to  pafs  for  naturalizing  of  foreign  Proteftants,  whilft 
Popery  increafes  apace  at  home. 

In  1696  all  the  People  in  Ireland  were  computed  to  be  1,034,000; 
and  m  Scotland,  2,500,000;  the  yearly  Increafe  in  England,  18,000;  in 
Ireland  and  Scotland,  15,000.  Then  if,  with  Dr.  Halley,  we  allow  one 
Fourth  of  this  Increafe  to  be  fenfible  Men,  it  will  only  be  8250  yearly 
Increafe.  In  the  late  66  Years  Brakenridge  judicioufly  computes  we  have 
loft,  by  Land  and  Sea,  448,000  fenfible  Men  by  Wars  and  Trade.  Add 
to  thofe.  Numbers  fecretly  drained  from  Ireland  into  foreign  Service,  and 
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oh  Account  of  Religion,  and  the  Scots  that  go  into  the  Dutch  Service,  is 
rather  more  than  500  yearly.  If  to  thefe  we  add  fuch  as  have  gone  to 
our  Colonies  and  Settlements  in  the  Eaji  and  Weji-lndics,  and  thofe  loft 
by  Spirituous  Liquors,  our  Lofs  exceeds  8250  yearly;  in  all,  544,500 
fenfible  Men.  The  laft  War,  and  Acceflion  of  large  Countries  fince,  have 
added  greatly  to  our  yearly  Decreafe ;  and  before  that,  if  we  add  46  Years 
more,  viz.  from  1644  to  90,  where  was  our  Increafe?  Tho’  we  had  little 
or  no  foreign  Wars,  our  Commerce  by  Sea  and  Land  has  been  greatly  in- 
creafed  fince ;  yet  we  decreafed  much  by  a  Civil  War  and  Maffacre  in  Ire¬ 
land,  and  the  Murder,  Imprifonment,  Banifhment,  and  Emigration  of 
20,000  of  the  ftrongeft  beft  Proteftants,  befides  thofe  whofe  Procreation 
was  prevented  by  bloody  Perfecutions  under  two  Tyrant  Princes. 

In  23  Market-Towns,  during  Part  of  two  Periods,  in  the  firft  Period 
were  baptized  79*959;  married,  20,057  ;  buried,  6$, 51 4:  Increafe, 
14,445,  or  about  one  fifth  Part.  Each  Wedding  produced  four  Births  ; 
Baptized  to  Buried,  near  79  to  65;  Baptized  to  Married,  79  to  40;  Mar¬ 
ried  to  Buried,  40  to  65.  In  Period  fecond,  baptized,  135,306;  married, 
42,055;  buried,  130,652:  Increafe,  4554.  Here  are  at  leaft  3500  un- 
regiftered  Baptifms,  which,  added  to  the  Births,  would  make  138,306,  as 
in  the  firft  Period,  and  the  Increafe  would  be  7554.  This  appears  from 
the  Difproportion  between  Weddings  and  Births  in  the  fame  Places  in  the 
fame  Periods,  and  from  too  fmall  a  Rerhainder  left  to  die  in  Childhood 
and  Celibacy,  being  17,000  lefs  than  one  Half.  This  being  the  Cafe,  the 
true  Increafe  muft  be  as  above. 

Here  follow  23  other  Market-Towns,  for  two  of  which  we  have  no  firft 
Period.  Their  Births,  77,630;  Marriages,  20,117;  Burials,  59,530: 
Here  is  an  Increafe  of  18,100.  Births  to  Burials,  near  77  to  59 ;  Mar¬ 
ried  to  Unmarried,  as  77,630  to  40,234;  near  38  die  unmarried  to  40 
married;  above  3^  Children  to  each  Wedding;  Married  to  Buried,  about 
40  to  50-I-.  This  gives  the  Number  of  Emigrants ;  for  if  continued,  tho* 
unmarried,  they  would  have  been  buried  here. 

In  the  fecond  Period  were  baptized,  60,937;  'married,  16,223;  buri- 
cd,  50,582*;  births  to  each  Couple;  much  above  half  the  Born  were 
married,  and  above  1 8,000  more  buried  than  married.  Moft  of  the  In¬ 
creafe  muft  be  Emigrants,  as  they  were  neither  married  nor  buried  here. 

We  find  few  unregiftered  Baptifms  in  thofe  Towns. 

• «,  -  *  ; .  •  .  » 
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We  have  next  1 5  fmall  Market-Towns  of  only  the  fecond  Period  ;  they 
had  38,286  Births,  7889  Weddings,  and  30,407  Burials;  the  firft  to  the 
laft,  as  38  to  30 ;  the  firft  to  the  fecond,  as  38  to  154 ;  the  fecond  to  the 
third,  near  15^  to  30. 

From  12  Market-Towns  I  procured  a  true  Account  of  all  Proteftant 
Diffenting  Baptifms  and  leparate  Buryings  for  near  20  Years  backward, 
and  added  them  to  the  Church  Baptifms  and  Burials :  The  whole  Bap¬ 
tifms  were  77*391 ;  Marriages,  19,670;  each,  one  with  another,  had  near 
four  Children  to  each  Couple;  the  Increafe  about  a  ninth  Part.  But 
many  of  the  Towns  have  no  Diffenters,  as  Ely,  Sleaford ,  Bawtry ,  ©V. 
Yearly  Buryings  only  anfwer  no  End;  with  the  Baptifms  they  anfwer 
fome;  but  moft  of  all  with  the  Marriages,  and  all  for  a  Series  of  Years. 

Having  had  a  View  of  thefeveral  States  and  Degrees  of  Health  in  a  few 
Cities,  and  many  large  and  fmall  Market-Towns  in  England \  come  we  next 
to  a  confiderable  Number  of  thofe  Country  Parifhes  or  Villages  from  which 
thofe  great  Supplies,  or  Recruits,  muft  be  drawn.  Thefe  alfo  I  fhall  divide 
into  Claffes,  according  to  their  fundry  Increafes,  till  we  come  to  a  Decreafe, 
as  they  differ  in  Soils,  Situations,  Ways  or  Bufineffes  of  Life :  And  many 
of  them,  in  the  firft  Period  efpecially,  are  for  a  long  Series  of  Years  before 
any  Diftradlions  or  Divifions  happened,  and  Regifters  were  better  kept, 
and  even  in  many  Places  where  the  Plague  had  been.  It  would  anfwer 
little  or  no  End  to  colledt  Extracts  of  Regifters  for  a  few  Years,  as  7,  10, 
or  13,  fince  in  the  healthieft  Places  fatal  Epidemics  come  but  feldom,  as 
once  in  10,  15,  or  20  Years,  or  feldomer,  and  make  great  Slaughter  of 
perhaps  more  than  in  10  or  12  other  Years;  whereas,  in  Cities  or  great 
Towns,  Death  keeps  a  more  regular  Pace ;  it  is  feldom  that  more  die  in 
one  Month  than  in  two  or  three  others,  and  a  few  Weeks  put  an  End  to 
that  Mortality,  the  Plague  excepted.  In  fome  few  Places,  where  but  little 
Difference  appears  betweeen  the  two  Periods,  both  are  thrown  into  one. 
Want  of  Marriages  is  an  irreparable  Defeft  in  fome ;  but  that  Defecft  is,  in 
fome  Degree,  compenfated,  by  ufing  only  fuch  as  have  them  with  their 
Births  and  Burials. 

In  the  firft  44  Parifhes,  in  Clafs  the  firft,  Period  the  firft,  were  bap¬ 
tized  57,702 ;  and  in  43  of  them  married,  13,791  buried,  40,862:  In¬ 
creafe,  near  57  to  40.  The  Born  to  the  Buried,  near  57  to  40 ;  the  Bap¬ 
tized  to  the  married  Perfons,  near  57V0  to  27I,  or  30,1 18  were  unmar¬ 
ried.  There  are  2700  Births  above  four  Children  to  each  Marriage,  in¬ 
cluding  Baftards  and  Twins ;  but  taking  in  thefe,  and  fecond  and  third 
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fruitlefs  Adventures  and  dry  Pairs,  the  Births  by  young  breeding  Pairs  are 
often  4t,  or  fometimes  above  5  to  each  Couple.  The  Married  are  to  the 
Buried  as  near  274  to  41 ;  but  allowing  for  fecond,  third,  and  late  Mar¬ 
riages,  this  makes  the  Mortality  of  Infants  and  Youth  to  be  fmall,  fcarce 
3  in  14;  and  as  the  Increafe  is  near  17,000,  the  Emigrants  are  as  many. 
Here  we  fee  the  great  Healthinefs  of  the  Country;  fome  have  a  third  Part 
Increafe,  others  more. 

In  25  other  Country  Parifhes  of  this  Clafs,  and  firft  Period,  were  bap¬ 
tized  26,437;  married,  6319  ;  buried,  20,409  :  Here  the  Born  are  to  the 
Buried  as  26  to  20 ;  the  Born  to  the  Married,  26  to  above  12 ;  the  Mar¬ 
ried  to  the  Buried,  about  26  to  20.  Above  four  Children  to  each  Wed¬ 
ding;  about  6000  Increafe;  500  fliort  of  a  fourth  Part.  The  other  Part 
of  this  Period  was  above  a  fourth  Part. 

In  61  Parifhes,  in  the  lecond  Period  of  this  firft  Clafs,  were  baptized, 
112,716;  married,  23,487;  buried,  87,367.  The  whole  Births  regis¬ 
tered  are  to  the  whole  Burials  above  1 12  to  87  :  Increafe,  25,349,  or  near 
two  Ninths,  paffing  near  1000  whofe  Marriages  we  have  not;  then  the 
Births  are  to  the  Weddings  above  4^  to  1.  Here  we  fee  that  they  are 
either  more  fruitful,  or  marry  fooner  in  Life  than  formerly;  that  the 
Country  is  more  fruitful  than  Cities  and  great  Towns,  and  has  fewer  Dif- 
fenters,  or  Births  are  better  regiftered.  Above  half  the  Buried  were  mar¬ 
ried.  Add  the  Emigrants  to  the  Married,  there  remain  40,393  to  die  in 
Infancy  and  Celibacy,  or  as  40  to  112.  Here  we  fee  both  the  general 
Healthinefs  and  Fruitfulnefs,  as  well  as  early  Virility,  of  a  fine  clear  Coun¬ 
try  Air ;  efpecially  if  we  confider  the  Strength  and  Courage  of  an  early 
Produd.  I  fay  general,  becaufe  in  all  Soils  and  Situations  there  are  fome 
Conftitutions  fuited  to  bear  them,  tho’  few  in  Number. 

In  Clafs  third.  Period  firft,  are  11,109  Baptifms,  2835  Marriages,  and 
9596  Burials.  The  firft  to  the  third,  near  in  to  96;  fomewhat  above 
one  Seventh  Increafe :  The  firft  to  the  fecond,  fomewhat  above  4  to  j  : 
About  half  the  Baptized  were  married :  The  Married  were  to  the  Buried 
near  5  to  9 }  and  the  Married  were  to  thofe  that  died  in  Celibacy,  as  56 
to  39.  The  Emigrants  were  to  thofe  that  died  and  were  buried  there, 

near  15  to  96. - In  this  fecond  Period  the  Baptized  were  13,936}  the 

Married,  3236;  the  Buried,  12,086}  6~  to  12:  So  that  of  the  12,086 
buried,  5614  died  in  Celibacy.  Thefe  added  to  the  Married,  and  fub- 
traded  from  the  Baptized,  give  the  Number  of  Emigrants,  or  Increafe, 
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viz.  1850. - Take  we  Period  firft  of  the  four  Parities  in  the  laft  Clafs,: 

their  Births  were  4039 ;  their  Burials,  4470  :  A  Decreafe  of  above  400. 
In  the  fecond  Period,  Births,  4617;  Marriages  (adding  1122  Births  in 
Period  firft)  are  1656;  Burials,  4773.  Here  is  a  Lofs  of  117;  not  34 
Children  to  each  Wedding.  The  Births  to  the  Marriages,  as  57  to  33. 

From  Period  firft  of  Clafs  firft,  fee  the  great  Fruitfulnefs  of  a  virtuous 
State  of  Life  in  a  healthy  Country,  where  the  Women  (exclufive  of  dry 
Pairs  and  fruitlefs  fecond  and  third  late  Adventures,  chiefly  for  the  Conve¬ 
nience  and  Comfort  of  Life)  produce,  one  with  another,  five  Children,  or 
above;  and  alfo  the  virtuous  State  of  Males,  whofe  genital  Liquor  is  neither 
too  often  nor  unneceflarily  drained  off  in  Whoredom  nor  otherway s,  nor 
rendered  ufelefs  to  the  Females  by  promifeuous  Coitions.  2.  They  not 
only  produce  a  numerous,  but  a  healthy  Progeny,  as  we  fee  in  the  fmall 
Numbers  that  die  in  Infancy  and  Celibacy.  3.  Not  only  a  large  and 
healthy  Offspring,  but  a  bold,  .ftrong,  courageous  Brood;  fuch  are  Chil¬ 
dren  begotten  in  healthy,  temperate,  virtuous  Lives;  and  fuch  are  often 
the  Children  of  fober,  healthy,  hardy  Country  Labourers.  This  ihews 
the  Policy  of  Nations  who  deem  themfelves  too  mighty,  powerful,  or  po¬ 
pulous,  or  of  Princes  afpiring  at  arbitrary  Power,  to  lay  Reftraints  on  the 
Marriage  Bed,  and  connive  at,  or  encourage.  Youth  in  gratifying  their 
fenfual  Appetites  without  Marriage,  thereby  preventing  Fertility  both  in 
Males  and  Females.  This  would  be  a  Way  to  thin  their  Subjects ;  and 
the  rifing' Generation,  whether  by  Marriage  or  Whoredom,  will  be  weak¬ 
ened  both  by  an  almoft  unprolific  Seed,  and  perhaps  venereal  Diforders, 
weakening  or  fatal  to  Parents  and  Children,  whilft  thefe  ufelefs,  puny 
Creatures,  begotten  in  Whoredom,  muft  be  fupported  in  Part  by  the  ne- 
ceflitous  Poor,  whofe  Children,  tho’  the  Hope  and  Support  of  the  State, 
muft  be  thereby  pinched  or  ftarved.  Thus  a  far  greater  Mifchief  is  com¬ 
mitted  to  prevent  a  lefler. 

A.  -  ^  \  ^ 

Come  we  now  to  fome  Clafles  of  other  Parifhes,  of  which  we  have  only* 
a  fecond  Period,  no  firft.  In  Clafs  firft  are  39,3 57  Births,  6395  Marri¬ 
ages,  and  24,271  Burials;  the  firft  to  the  fecond,  almoft  394  to  13 ;  and 
to  the  third,  above  39  to  24.  Here  are  10,521  Births  and  Burials,  with¬ 
out  any  Weddings,  which  fubtradted  from  the  Births,  there  remain 
28,936 ;  Births  to  the  Marriages,  near  44  to  each.  Add  to  the  Married 
and  Emigrants,  or  Increafe,  here  are  15,186.  Where  we  have  the  Mar¬ 
riages,  here  the  13,000  Married,  and  15,186  Increafe  added,  leave  only 
11,271  to  die  in  Infancy  and  Celibacy. 
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In  the  fecond  Clais  are  1 1,592  Births,  1913  Weddings  for  a  Part  of  it, 
and  10,199  Burials,*  4^  Children  to  each  Wedding:  Increafe,  2393. 
Where  we  have  the  Marriages  in  this  Clafs,  the  Births  are  8243,  an(^  the 
Burials  6645  :  Increafe,  1 598  ;  only  1231  to  die  in  Infancy  and  Celibacy. 

Clafs  third  contains  Extradls  of  40  Parifh  Regifters,  whofe  Births  are 
28,454,  for  5742  of  which  we  want  the  Weddings;  buried,  26,156,  for 
5100  of  which  there  are  no  Marriages ;  fo  our  Births  to  Marriages  are 
22,712;  Burials,  21,0565  Weddings,  5508;  a  44th  Part  above  four 
Children  to  each  Wedding;  11,016  were  married,  and  near  1600  were 
Emigrants:  Thefe  two  added  make  12,600,  over  and  above  Incomers, 
which  married  and  died  there;  then  9416  died  unmarried  :  Increafe,  only 
1656;  but  Increafe  of  the  whole  Clafs,  2298. 

In  the  18  Parifhes  of  Clafs  fourth  we  have  17,591  Births,  and  18,540 
Burials.  Here  is  a  Decreafe  of  949,  near  an  18th  Part ;  but  as  we  want 
Weddings  for  3270  Births,  and  3493  Buryings,  then  the  Births  for  the 
3626  Marriages  are  fcarce  four  to  each ;  the  Marriages  are  7252 ;  about 
7100  die  unmarried.  Thus  we  have  feen  fome  Ufes  of  inferring  the  Mar¬ 
riages  in  printed  Bills  of  Motality,  and  (hall  fee  more  hereafter.  We 
have  confidered  the  Mifchief  of  Foundling  Hofpitals,  not  only  as  they  pre¬ 
vent  Marrriage;  but  that  they  are  a  national  Expence,  and  often  a  Neft 
of  ’sveak,  fickly,  languifhing  Creatures,  as  we  fee  in  that  of  Paris ,  where 
few  live  to  any  great  Age  or  Ufefulnefs.  How  have  their  Births  dwindled 
in  Proportion  to  their  Funerals,  fince  it  was  eredted;  tho’  many  of  the  Ci¬ 
tizens  die  in  the  Hofpitals,  as  many  fend  their  Children  there.  They 
publifh  their  Marriages  yearly ;  but  our  three  Metropolifes  feem  afhamed 
to  put  that  old  unfashionable  Word  Marriage  in  their  Bills,  left  it  might 
affront  fuch  as  have  their  Country  Villas  and  MilTes.  It  muft  be  owned 
that,  in  many  Things,  Paris  has  a  more  ftridt  and  exadt  Policy  than  their 
Neighbours. 

Here,  in  Period  firft.  Part  firft,  are  fome  foreign  Cities  and  Towns, 
which  had,  in  feveral  Series  of  Years,  798,262  Births,  and  919,074  Bu¬ 
rials:  Decreafe,  120,812. - In  Period  fecond,  in  fix  of  them  were  born 

284,579;  buried,  342,363  :  Decreafe,  57,784. - in  Clafs  firft.  Part  fe¬ 

cond,  Period  firft,  in  two  of  our  own  Cities  and  four  Market-Towns, 

were  bom  770,573;  buried,  2,009,627:  Decreafe,  1,239,054. - In 

Clafs  fecond.  Period  firft,  in  23  Market-Towns,  were  79,959  Births;  Bu¬ 
rials,  65,514:  Increafe,  14,445. - In  Period  fecond,.  born,  135*306; 

buried,. 
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buried,  1 30,652  :  Increafe,  4554. - Again,  we  have  23  other  fmall  Mar¬ 

ket-Towns  of  this  Clafs  in  two  Periods’  in  the  firft  are  77,630  Births, 

and  59,530  Burials:  Increafe,  18,100. - In  the  fecond  Period  are  13 

very  fmall  Towns;  they  had  34,032  Births,  and  26,700  Burials:  In¬ 
creafe,  7322. - In  this  Clafs  are  17  other  Market-Towns;  their  Births 

were  65,897,  and  75,784  Burials:  Decreafe,  9887. 


Befides  other  Reafons  for  taking  in  two  Periods,  where  I  had  Opportu¬ 
nity  and  Influence ;  one  was  Mr.  Grant ,  and  fome  others,  have  imputed 
the  Defe£t  of  Chriftenings  in  the  fecond  Period  to  the  great  Number  of 
Diflenters  *.  To  know  how  far  this  was  true,  I  procured  the.  Account  of 
all  the  Diflenting  Baptifms  and  feparate  Buryings  for  near  20  Years,  in 
the  twelve  Towns  above,  which  were  expeditioufly  and  obligingly  return¬ 
ed  to  me.  In  thefe  Places,  during  Part  of  the  firft  Period,  their  whole 
Baptifms  were  46,767;  their  Burials,  51,353;  4586  more  buried  than 
born. — In  the  latter  Part  of  Period  fecond,  were  baptized  94,943 ;  buri¬ 
ed,  83,456  ;  1 1,487  more  baptized  than  buried.  Here  we  fee,  ift.  The 
Falfhood  of  the  above  Opinion.  2d,  Thefe  Places  feem  healthier  now 
than  formerly.  3d,  That  their  old  Diflenting  Intereft  is  on  the  Decline, 
and  other  Divifions  have  fprung  up  fince.  4th,  The  whole  Diflenting 
Chriftenings,  during  a  Series  of  late  Years,  fcarce  amounted  to  7000 ;  and 
all  the  Baptifms  in  thofe  Places  were  94,943  :  Here  the  former  is  about 
1  to  134  of  the  latter. — I  took  the  whole  or  48  Towns  Baptifms  in'the 
firft  Period,  they  were  159,686;  Burials,  137,588;  the  Difference  was 
about  22,000,  or  74  Increafe. — In  64  Towns  in  Period  fecond,  Baptifms 
were  274,044;  Burials,  264,966 :  An  Increafe  only  of  9080,  or  an  In¬ 
creafe  of  1  to  304,  at  a  Medium. — In  103  Country  Parifhes,  in  the  firft 
Period  of  the  three  firft  Clafles,  were  95,238  Births,  and  70,867  Burials : 
Increafe,  24,371,  near  95  to  704.  In  Period  fecond,  born,  126,652; 

buried,  99,453:  Increafe,  27,199,  near  126  to  99. - In  the  four  Parifhes 

of  Clafs  fourth.  Period  firft,  were  born  4039 ;  buried,  4470 :  Lofs,  569. 
Of  thefe  Parifhes  whereof  we  have  only  one  Period,  in  88  Parifhes  in  the 
three  firft  Clafles,  born,  76,163;  buried,  65,560:  Increafe,  10,603.  In 
18  Parifhes  of  Clafs  fourth,  born,  17,591;  buried,  18,540:  Decreafe, 
near  1000. — In  fome  of  the  healthieft  Parifhes  in  Period  firft,  Clafs  firft, 
we  have  42  born  to  254  buried ;  nay,  in  fome,  62  to  38,  or  8  to  5 ;  40  to 
23  or  24;  21  to  1 1 ;  20  to  10  :  A  wonderful  lncreafe  in  a  Series  of  Years. 
On  the  contrary,  our  Lofles  are.  Births  to  Burials,  in  Clafs  fourth,  as  10 

to 

*  The  Number  of  Marriages  would  have  cleared  this  Point  much,  by  allowing  four,  or  at  molt  four  and 
a  Half  Children  to  each  Marriage,  including  Baftards,  Twins,  and  dry  Pairs,  or  comparing  the  Proportions 
between  Chriftenings  and  Buryings,  both  before  1644  and  after  54. 
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to  II ;  26  to  31  ;  27  to  34 ;  1 7  to  19;  22  to  3 1  ;  28  to  41,  &c.  only, 
what  1  often  s  our  Wade  a  little,  there  may  be  a  Body  of  Diftenters,  whofe 
Baptifms  we  have  not. 

It  is  evident  from  the  preceding  Tables,  that  Habitations  fituated  on  a 
mean  Elevation,  on  hard  Free- Stone  Rocks  or  Mountains,  lying  near 
quick-purling  Streams,  the  Ground  about  it  dry,  no  Woods  or  Forefts 
very  near,  no  ftagnant  Waters,  Fens,  or  Morafles,  a  free,  open  Ventila¬ 
tion,  efpecially  in  hot  Countries,  not  thruft  up  between  deep  lofty  Moun¬ 
tains,  nor  thruft  down  too  low  among  conftant  ouzing  Springs,  without 
proper  Defcents  to  carry  off  the  draining  Water  from  the  Hills,  the  Increafe 
of  fuch  Places  is  as  20  Births  to  1 1  Burials;  40  to  23  or  24;  34  to  19. 

The  next  Situation,  on  dry,  pebbly,  gravelly  Soil,  meanly  fituated  both 
as  to  great  Drought  and  Floods,  having  Woods  in  View,  but  not  too  near; 
remote  from  Lakes,  or  ftagnant  Waters  or  Marfhes,  but  having  brifk- 
running  Brooks,  or  fmall  Rivers ;  not  far  from  navigable  Rivers  in  the 
Center  of  a  Country,  the  Increafe,  in  fuch  Situations,  at  a  Medium,  is 
a  Third,  or  above. 

A  thick  Clay,  on  an  elevated  Ground  where  no  Water  ftands,  is  no  bad 
Situation ;  or  Sand  and  Clay  or  good  Loam,  or  very  hard  Lime-Stone 
under  a  fruitful  Turf,  are  pretty  good  Situations ;  but  dry,  pouring  Sand, 
Chalk,  foft  Lime-Stone,  &c,  are  not  the  healthieft  Situations. 

Fenny,  marfhy,  low,  wet,  and  long-flooded  Situations;  fpungy,  ouzing, 
foft,  fpringy  Ground,  always  wet,  near  to  uninclofed,  dry,  great  Woods  or 
Forefts,  are  all  unhealthy  Habitations,  which  often  bury  more  than  are 
born;  all  which  are  fully  proved  from  this  Table. 

But  the  healthieft  Situation  is  infuflicient  of  itfelf,  without  eftablifhing 
and  maintaining  a  good  Policy;  fuch  as  pulling  down  old  Houfes,  Huts,  and 
Kennels,  and  building  new  ones  with  higher  Rooms  and  larger  Lights ; 
giving  Liberty  of  Accefs  to  free,  clean,  open,  frefh  Air;  removing  all  Nu- 
fances;  keeping  clean  Streets,  Folds,  and  Yards;  being  provided  with 
pure,  wholefome  Water;  taking  Care  of  their  Shambles,  Draught-Houfes, 
and  Markets. 

A  third  Thing  neceflary  to  promote  the  Health  of  a  Place,  is  an  inde¬ 
fatigable,  faithful,  impartial  Magiftracy,  who  exemplarily,  preceptively, 
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and  executively  promote  Virtue,  Morality,  and  good  Order,  but  curb,  and 
vigoroufly  fupprefs,  Vice :  And  a  Government  that  encourages  Marriage, 
but  punifhes  Whoredom  and  Adultery,  and  the  Gratification  of  all  unna¬ 
tural  Luft.  And,  in  our  Colonies,  Marriages  and  Intermarriages  with 
the  Natives,  making  none  of  them  Slaves,  nor  ufing  them  cruelly  and  frau- 
lently  but  mildly  and  equitably;  fending  no  indigent  nor  vicious  Perfons 
among  them  for  Governors,  to  ftrip,  opprefs,  and  abufe  the  Natives  and 
Inhabitants,  nor  ignorant,  debauched,  or  idle,  to  corrupt  their  Principles 
and  Morals;  let  Learning  be  fpeedily  fpread  and  encouraged ;  thefe  Things 
will  ftrengthen  us,  gain  the  AfFedtion  of  the  Natives,  make  us  eafier,  and 
them  happier. 

The  Bufinefs  of  a  Place  being  known,  whether  it  be  in  Trade,  Manu¬ 
factures,  Hufbandry,  or  Sea-Port;  and  Diflenters  Baptifms  being  taken  and 
added  to  the  public  Regifter,  it  will  be  eafy  to  come  pretty  near  the 
true  Number  of  Families  and  Souls  in  Towns,  Cities,  Countries,  or  any 
Diftridt  of  a  Country,  whofe  true  and  exadt  Regifters  you  have,  thus:  Take 
the  yearly  Number  of  Baptifms  of  any  Parifh,  Town,  or  Country,  at  a  Me¬ 
dium,  multiply  thefe  by  7,  (which  fuppofes  each  7th  Family  to  have  a  Child 
yearly)  multiply  that  again  by  44,  or  5  Souls  at  a  Medium,  (for  in  many 
Places  there  are  not  above  4  to  a  Family,  but  rarely  exceed  5)  the  Pro- 
dudt  is  the  Number  of  them.  To  be  fully  fatisfied  of  this,  I  procured  a 
true  Number  of  Families  and  Souls  in  14  Market-Towns,  fome  of  which 
are  conliderable  for  Trade  and  Populoufnefs,  as  Norwich ,  Sheffield,  Hali¬ 
fax,  Huddersfield,  Gainjbrough ,  &c.  and  in  them  were  20,371  Families, 
ayd  907,61 1  Souls ;  little  above  44  to  each  Family. 

To  find  whether,  or  what  is  the  Difference  between  Towns  of  Trade 
and  Country  Parifhes,  I  procured,  from  divers  Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  the 
exadt  Number  of  Families  and  Souls  in  65  Country  Parifhes,  their  Fami¬ 
lies  were  17,208 ;  Souls,  76,284:'  Little  above  44  to  a  Family,  as  was 
briefly  fhewn  before.  Again ;  take  the  Number  of  Marriages  and  Births 
of  any  Town,  or  a  large  Number  of  Country  Parifhes ;  I  took  their  Mar¬ 
riages  for  a  Series  of  Years,  and  they  were  14,607 ;  Births,  65,759 ;  about 
44  Children  to  each  Marriage.  A  furprizing  coincident  Proof  of  the  other, 
confidering  there  were  feveral  Diflenters  in  them ;  for,  in  the  general. 
Country  Births  run  at  5  or  54,  but  very  rarely  6  to  each  Marriage,  ex-  . 
clufive  of  dry  Pairs,  late  Weddings,  or  fecond  or  third  Adventures,  for  the 
Convenience  of  Life,  and  not  Procreation;  but  in  many  Towns  they  do 
not  often  exceed  34*  rarely  reach  44 :  So  that  Weddings  give  a  great 
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Light  into  the  Number  of  both  Families  and  Souls,  but  efpecially  if  the 
like  Series  of  Years  be  taken  of  Births  and  Weddings  in  both  Periods: 
This  at  once  difcovers  if  there  is  any  Alteration  in  the  Periods,  as  to  Health, 
Increafe,  Decreafe,  Fruitfulnefs,  Barrennefs,  &c.  which  is  one  of  the  fpe- 
cial  Ufes  of  Marriages  to  be  given  in  the  Bills  of  Mortality.  If  the  Place 
is  a  Sufrogacy,  where  there  have  been  many  extraparochial  Weddings, 
without  near  a  like  Number  of  Marriages  going  out  of  the  Parifh  into 
others,  this  will  alter  the  Cafe  much ;  but,  by  taking  in  a  Circuit  of  a 
good  many  neighbouring  Parifhes  together,  you  have  them  all  again;  only 
Roman  Catholic  Baptifms  you  cannot  procure;  all  others  you  may  have, 
by  applying  for  them  in  a  proper  Manner;  or,  if  you  find  it  difficult  to 
procure  them,  you  may  without  any  Labour  take  the  yearly  Medium  of 
Marriages,  multiply  them  by  44,  fo  will  you  have  the  Number  of  Births 
regiftered  and  unregistered.  Take  alfo  the  like  Number  of  Marriages  yearly 
at  a  Medium,  before  1644,  and  fee  the  Number  of  Children  that  fell  to 
each  Wedding. 

Take  one  Inftance  more.  Tho*  London  may  be  granted  to  be  the  great- 
eft  City  in  the  European  or  Weftern  World,  yet  it  is  too  much  to  fay,  with 
Mr.  Maitland,  it  is  the  greateft  that  is,  or  ever  was,  in  the  World,  even 
greater  than  antient  Rome,  Nineveh,  Jerufalem,  Babylon,  Grand  Cairo, 
Naples,  &c.  As  to  Rome,  tho’  it  was  50  Miles  Circumference  in  it's 
507th  Year,  viz.  240  Years  before  Chrijt ,  when  a  Cenfus  was  taken  of 
the  Citizens  fit  to  bear  Arms,  and  they  were  297,799.  Allowing  then 
34  defenfible  Men  out  of  each  100  People,  the  Inhabitants  would  be  at 
leaft  893,3975  a  greater  Number  of  Inhabitants  than  ever  was  in  London 
at  one  Time.  Seventy  Years  after,  viz.  in  the  583d  Year  of  the  City, 
and  16 1  Years  before  the  Birth  of  Chrijl,  the  Number  of  defenfible  Men 
in  Rome  was  337*552.  In  the  744th  Year  of  the  City,  and  13th  of 
Augujlus,  at  the  Birth  of  Chrijl ,  the  Inhabitants  of  Rome  were  4,233,000. 
In  the  13th  Year  of  our  Saviour,  the  whole  Number  of  Citizens,  Men, 
Women,  and  Children,  were  taken  by  Augujlus,  and  were  4,137,050.  At 
that  Time,  Eufebius  fays,  the  Number  of  Citizens  of  Rome,  and  all  the  Pro¬ 
vinces,  was  9,370,000 ;  but  the  great  Cenfus  over  all  the  Roman  Empire, 
at  the  Birth  of  our  Saviour,  is  long  fince  loft.  But  to  what  a  low  Ebb  is 
this  great  quondam  Miftrefs  of  the  World  now  come,  when,  in  the  Year 
1761,  all  her  whole  Inhabitants  were.  Males,  90,239 ;  Females,  67,213  ; 
both,  157,458  ?  Which  yet  is  22,000  more  than  Maitland  allowed  them. 
The  great  Superiority  of  Males  is  owing  to  1053  Hofpitallers,  8096  Eccle- 
fiaftics,  and  37  Proteftants.  Turks,  Jews,  and  Infidels,  not  in  the  above 
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Account.  Born  in  Rome  in  1759,  60,  and  61,  15,500 ;  Medium,  5167; 
Buried,  41,460  ;  Medium,  7110;  a  22d  Part  died  yearly ;  andaNumber 
equal  to  the  whole  is  born  in  32  Years.  But  fubtradt  the  None-Breeders, 
viz.  Hofpitallers  and  Ecclefiaftics,  9149,  remain  148,309;  then  the  City 
produces  near  the  like  Number  in  3x4  Years.  No  Wonder  there  were 
23,000  mare  Males  than  Females,  when  fo  many  had  made  themfelves 
dry  Trees  for  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven. 

As  to  Nineveh ,  we  know  no  more  of  it  but  what  we  have  in  Diodorus 
Siculus ,  'Jonah,  Zephaniah ,  and  Nahum.  The  firft  tells  us  the  City  was 
60  Miles  in  Circumference;  the  fecond  fays  it  was  a  City  of  three  Days 
Journey;  and  God  faid  it  contained  120,000  Children  who  knew  not  their 
Right  Hand  from  their  Left ;  for  whofe  Innocence  Sake  God  was  meixi- 
fully  pleafed  to  fpare  that  great  City,  and  not  for  the  Sake  of  his  helplefs, 
fhiftlefs  Wretches,  as  wicked  and  guilty  as  the  reft.  Now  we  may  eafily 
grant  that  in  fuch  a  grand  Policy  and  imperial  Metropolis,  Children  were 
taught  to  know  their  Right  Hand  from  their  Left  before  they  were  five 
Years  old,  however  we  fhalt  take  it  at  five;  here  God  {peaks  of  the  Living, 
not  of  the  Dead.  In  London  we  fee  yearly,  at  a  Medium,  of  every  1000 
born  450  die  under  five  Years  old,  and  363  tinder  two  Years  old:  But 
allowing  Nineveh  to  be  more  favourable  to  Children  than  London,  and 
not  450  died  under  five  Years  old,  but  only  300,  which  is  a  third  Part 
lefs,  which,  added  to  the  Living,  would  make  the  yearly  Births  above 
31,000,  the  yearly  Product  of  217,000  Families,  and  1,302,000  Souls ; 
yet  the  Prophet  Nahum  implies  it  to  be  inferior  to  Noamon  in  /Egypt.  The 
Prophets  compared  it  to  a  Pool  of  Water  for  the  Multitude  of  it's  People. 
The  King  of  Babylon  muftered  his  moft  valiant,  experienced,  veteran  Ar¬ 
mies  againft  it,  yet  could  not  take  it  from  the  numerous  Hofts  of  the  Be- 
fieged  in  it,  till  the  Tigris  broke  down  the  City  Wall,  and  gave  Entry  to 
the  Befiegers. 

As  to  Jerufalem ,  we  are  more  ignorant  of  it  than  Nineveh ;  only  Jeho- 
faphat  kept  an  Army  about  him  of  1,140,000,  befides  Forts,  Guards,  and 
Garrifons,  (2  Cbron.xv ii.)  belides  an  innumerable  Company  of  Priefts  al¬ 
ways  attending  the  Service  of  the  Temple,  and  all  his  Court  and  Officers. 
Ann.  Dorn.  66,  Ctfius  Gallus  made  a  random  Computation  of  the  Jews, 
from  the  Multitude  of  Lambs  offered  in  their  great  Paflbver,  which  he 
found,  on  a  true  Account,  to  be  3,560,000.  One  Lamb  might  ferve  for 
20  Perfons,  but  not  fewer  than  10,  befides  thofe  fecluded  for  legal  Pollu¬ 
tion.  Tho’  15  is  the  Medium  between  10  and  20,  yet,  to  make  a  very 
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moderate  Computation,  allowing  only  12  to  each  Lamb,  then  the  total 
Number  of  Jews  met,  or  reprefented  there  out  of  Judea  and  that  Neigh¬ 
bourhood,  (exclufive  of  their  Colonies  in  Babylon ,  /Egypt,  and  the  Eajl - 
Indies)  muft  be *42,720,000,  tho’  it  cannot  be  certainly  afcertained  how 
many  of  them  were  Inhabitants  of  the  City.  What  a  monftrous  Multi¬ 
tude  for  fo  fmall  a  Spot  of  Ground  !  The  whole  Length  of  the  Holy  Land, . 
from  Sidon  to  Gaza,  was  only  190  Miles ;  it’s  common  Breadth,  from  the 
Mediterranean  to  the  River  Arnon,  Mount  Gilead,  and  Gejhur,  is  175 
Miles ;  it’s  whole  Area,  33*250  fquare  Miles. 

What  would  our  Author  fay  of  Gowro ,  the  Capital  of  Bengal,  on  the 
Ganges ,  which,  AJl ley  $  Travels  fay,  in  1631  and  33,  was  computed  to 
contain  1,200,000  Families;  a  14th  or  a  15th  Part  whereof  is  equal  to 
London . — P alcefmandus ,  the  Capital  of  Ceylon ,  in  the  Emperor  Claudius's 
Time,  contained  200,000  Souls. - Smyrna,  in  Le  Bruyn's  Travels,  con¬ 

tained  38,000.— The  Modern  Univerfal  Hi/lory  fays  Algiers  contains 

1 17,000  Souls.-- — Tunis ,  1600  Families  and  10,000  Souls. - Minorca,  in 

1750,  had  3089  Houfes  and  27,000  Souls. - Maitland  will  allow  Grand 

Cairo  only  300,000  Inhabitants,  tho’  in  1619,  in  ten  Weeks  Time,  it  loft 
by  the  Plague  73,500  People,  yet  no  Diminution  of  it’s  Inhabitants  was 

vifible. - He  allows  Naples  only  250,000  People;  but  in  1656,  from 

April  to  the  End  of  Auguft,  died  in  it  of  the  Plague,  300,000.  Here  died 
50,000  more  than  he  will  allow,  in  the  whole,  to  be  in  it. 

After  Rome  let  us  confider  Paris .  From  1728  to  37  the  Medium  of 
it’s  yearly  Births  was  18,688;  Marriages,  4112;  Burials,  17,804.  In 
eight  Years  preceding  1762,  were  born  156,186;  Medium,  19,523; 
married,  34,995,  Medium,  4374;  buried,  157,201  ;  Medium,  19,750. 
As  from  1728  to  1737,  2471  died  yearly  out  of  the  Foundling  Hofpital; 
fo  allowing  only  2500  to  die  yearly  in  the  eight  Years  before  1762,  then 
the  whole  Number  of  the  Dead  for  thefe  17  Years  will  be  517,440.  As 
this  Hofpital  is  reckoned  with  the  City,  and  both  City  and  Country  fupply 
it  with  Increafe,  yet  it’s  Decreafe  ought  properly  to  be  added  to  the  City ; 
then  in  thefe  17  Years  59,355  more  died  than  were  born.  We  fhall  find 
it  pretty  near  the  fame  in  London,  if  we  fubtradl  from  the  whole  Bury- 
ings  thofe  that  died  under  three  or  five  Years  old. 

Born  in  Vienna ,  from  1717  to  1727,  43,3331  Medium,  4333;  buri¬ 
ed,  59,255;  Medium,  5925;  yearly  Decreale,  1417.  Born  there  in  fix 
Years  preceding  1762,  30,340;  Medium,  5056;  buried,  36,399;  Me¬ 
dium, 
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dium,  6066;  Decreafe,  1009,  or  a  6th  Part.  In  1738  and  39,  born, 

1 1,686 ;  Medium,  5843;  buried,  13,521;  Medium,  6760;  Decreafe, 
1835;  lb  that  the  War  affedts  Vienna  as  well  as  London. 

.  *  ■"> ■./  •  ■  •  * .  -  '  -  *  *  •  v  .  4  -wT”  ’  V- 

Born  in  Berlin,  from  1712  to  32,  52,286;  Medium,  2614;  married, 
14,182;  Medium,  709;  buried,  52,590;  Medium,  2629;  near  3^ Chil¬ 
dren  to  each  Marriage,  or  a  yearly  Decreafe  of  45  only.  In  1722,  23, 
26,  28,  38,  and  39,  the  State,  Sex,  and  Age  of  the  Buried  were.  Men, 
7895;  Women,  6772 ;  Boys,  11,460;  Girls,  10,509;  Total,  36,636; 
Medium,  6166.  Here  young  People’s  Death  is  to  that  of  Adults  near  22 
to  14-I ;  Boys  to  Girls,  near  16  to  1 14 ;  Men  to  Women,  near  79  to  68; 
which  thews,  1.  The  Expedience  of  Marriage  Settlements.  2.  The  Pre¬ 
ference  of  Leafes  on  Women’s  Lives  rather  than  Men’s.  3.  The  greater 
Mortality  of  Males  than  Females. 

/ 

InDrefden,  from  1617  m  1648,  born,  16,826;  married,  5054;  buri¬ 
ed,  27,348.  In  this  Space  they  had  the  Plague  four  Times,  wherein  died 
about  9000.  From  1700  to  1 717,  born,  19,820;  married,  5130;  buri¬ 
ed,  21,050:  Inthefirft,  a  Decreafe  of  10,522;  Marriages  to  Births,  near 
5  to  17.  From  1700  to  1717,  born,  19,820;  married,  5130;  near  four 
Children  to  each  Marriage;  buried,  21,050:  Decreafe,  1235.  From 
1719  to  1726,  born,  11,603;  married,  3052;  buried,  11,571:  Here  is 
a  fmall  Increafe  of  32;  fo  that  in  each  Period  the  City  becomes  more 
healthy. 

In  Augjburg,  from  1500  to  1720,  Births,  304,638;  married,  85,564, 
little  above  34  to  each  Wedding;  buried,  342,230:  Decreafe,  37,592. 
From.1504  to  1635  were  23  Years  of  the  Plague,  or  rather  18  Years  of 
it;  thrice  it  lafted  only  a  Year  at  each  Time;  eight  Times  it  continued 
Part  of  two  Years  each;  once  four  Years;  and  in  1704  one  Year;  24 
Years  in  all;  wherein  were  born,  39,521;  married,  12,576,  little  above 

three  to  each  Wedding;  buried,  95,625 ;  Born  to  Buried,  near  2  to 5, 

* 

In  Brejlaw ,  from  1555  to  1567,  born,  17,959 ;  Medium,  1360;  died, 
16,258;  Medium,  1163:  Increafe,  1501.  From  1724  to  1734,  born, 
12,776;  Medium,  1277;  buried,  16,057;  Medium,  1605.  Between 
1568  and  1633  the  Plague  raged  feven  Times  here,  during  which  feven 
Years  were  born  73 79,  and  43,153  died.  The  Year  1633  was  moft  fatal 
of  all;  in  it  were  born  1066;  buried,  13,231 ;  above  12  to  1.  In  1613 
was  the  moft  favourable  Plague;  in  it  were  born  1093;  buried,  2357; 

near 
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near  2i  to  1.  From  the  laft  Plague,  in  1633  to  1734,  in  a  compleat  Cen¬ 
tury  were  born  108,919;  buried,  125,685;  Decreafe,  16,766;  near  as 

13  t0  >5-  •  - 

In  Freyberg ,  from  1617  to  1717,  were  born  28,851  ;  married,  7546; 
buried,  30,295:  Born  in  the  firft  leven  Years,  3052;  married,  748;  bu¬ 
ried,  3249.  In  the  laft  feven  Years  born,  2307;  married,  586;  died, 
3295.  The  Plague  was  here  favourable  in.  1625,  26,  and  27;  but  it 
was  fevere  in  1630  and  32,  and  killed  2457. 

In  Leipjky  from  1719  to  1726,  and  in  57,  58,  were  born  8282;  buried,, 

13,201. - In  Dantzick,  from  1719  to  1726,  born,  13,270;  married, 

3406;  buried  n,ni. - \n  Amjierdam,  from  1716  to  1724,  were  born, 

52,537;  Medium,  7505;  married,  16,430;  Medium,  2347;  buried, 
32,532;  Medium,  4647- ;  little  above  34  Children  to  each  Marriage: 

A  furprizing  Increafe.  From  1728  to  1737,  buried,  79,603  ;  Medium, 
8844.  In  nine  late  Years  born,  44,349;  Medium,  4927;  buried,  75,244; 

Medium,  8361. - In.  Copenhagen,  from  1721  to  1725,  buried,  8911  ; 

Medium,  2202.  In  four  late  Years  born,  6012 ;  Medium,  1 503  ;  buried, 
9024;  Medium,  2256.  In  1765,  born,  2541 ;  married,  1033;  buried, 
1601. - Died  in  Koningjberg ,  in  1720  and  21,  3172 ;  Medium,  1586. 

Of  all  the  foreign  Regifters  come  to  Hand,  thofe  of  the  PruJJian  Domi¬ 
nions  are  the  moft  extenlive,  tho’  they  reach  backward  for  a  Ihort  Time 
only,  and  have  feveral  Chafms  of  fome  Years;  which  being  tedious,  I 
fhall  not  draw  out  in  annual  Tables  at  Length,  hut  give  firft  a  ftiort  Ab- 
ftradt,  and  then  be  a  little  more  particular.  Each  Place  has  ten  Lines ; 
the  firft  for  the  firft  Years  of  each  Place  ;  the  fecond  for  the  laft  Years,  for 
which  we  have  the  Regifter.  After  Column  ift,  the  Births;  2d,  the 
Marriages;  3d,  the  Burials ;  4th,  5th,  and  6th,  the  yearly  Medium  of 
Births,  Weddings,  or  Funerals ;  7th,  the  total  Increafe  or  Decreafe 
marked. 

In  Stockholm  die  yearly,  at  a  Medium,  1500.  In  1762  born,  223 7; 

died,  3092. - At  Francfort  on  the  Main ,  1843  yearly. - In  Brunjwick 

3014. - In  Neurenberg ,  from  1726  to  1 73 3>  1063. - In  Ulm,  in  1703, 

died  844. - In  Zurich ,  in  1719,  656. - In  Magdeburg ,  from  1731  to 

36,  died  yearly,  at  a  Medium,  645. - In  Erfurth ,  from  1724  to  1729, 

yearly,  602. - In  Wirtemberg ,  in  1734,  &c.  yearly,  317. - In  Venice , 

in  1724,.  5,  and  6,  yearly,  2352.  In  1761,  born,  4819;  died,  7013. — » 

In  , 
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In  Hamburgh ,  in  iyo2,  3,  and  4,  yearly,  1009.  In  1718,  in  19  Cities 
and  Boroughs  of  Saxony ,  born,  3211  >  married,  1481;  buried,  4909.— 
In  40  PruJJian  Boroughs,  in  171k,  were  boin  20,994*  mairied,  4287  ; 

buried,  1 1,657. - In  Eperies ,  in  fix  Years,  born,  1191;  buried,  783. — 

in  75  Country  Villages  in  the  Elector  of  Mentz’s  Dominions,  from  1720 
to  1723,  born,  2155;  married,  555;  buried,  1772. — In  Lobau ,  in  three 
Years,  born,  452;  married,  166;  buried,  661.  Again,  as  to  the  State, 
Age,  and  Sex  of  the  Dead.  In  Vienna,  from  1700  to  1717,  were  buried. 

Adults,  30,216;  Children,  35,188  (near  30  to  35);  both,  65,404. - 

In  Barcelona ,  in  Spam ,  in  1760,  born,  2608  ;  died,  1976.  At  the  Hague , 

in  1761  and  62,  died,  3021. - In  Harlem,  in  1761  and  62,  died,  1329* 

In  1762,  born,  256 ;  died,  253. - Jn  the  feveral  Diocefes  in  1762  were 

born,  in  IVybourg ,  1805;  died,  1419.  In  Rypen,  born,  3470;  died, 
2973.  In  Agger  bus,  born,  10,691;  died,  7190.  In  Drontheim,  born, 
5400;  died,  3703.  In  Chrijliana ,  born,  3 711  >  died,  2978.  In  all  the 
five  Diocefes  born,  24,877  ;  buried,  18,263.— In  Bojlon  in  New-England, 
born,  in  1761  and  62,.  830;  died,  838,  befides  149  Blacks. 
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Both,  from  1726  to  29  - 

Royal  Pruflia,  from  1698  to  1703 

1722,  3,  4,  ar 

Brandenburgh,  from  1698  to  1 703  — 

1718  to  23 

Nieumark,  from  1695  to  1702  — 

1 720  to  23 
Magdeburgh,  in  1691,  93,  94,  and  98 
1720  to  25  — 

Halberftadt,  from  1682  to  94  - 

1724,  27,  29,  32 

Hohenftein,  from  1692  to  97  — 

*727>  29»  32>  an 

Minden,  from  1688  to  93  - 

1718  to  23  - 

Cleve  and  March,  from  1698  to  1703 

1719  to  24 

Pomerania,  from  1698  to  1703  — 

1720  to  1725  — 


to  1701  - 

199504 

54092 

136709 

66051 

18030 

45569 

62725 

— 

240918 

62844 

1949*7 

80306 

20948 

64972 

46001 

— 

1 20461 

30320 

72870 

24092 

6064 

14574 

47591 

7  - 

83346 

18331 

47068 

20836 

4582 

1 1 767 

36278 

•t  — 

67167 

17987 

38029 

13433 

3  597 

760; 

29138 

86148 

22581 

70203 

17229 

4316 

14040 

15945 

27167 

7183 

1 741 5 

5433 

1436 

3483 

9712 

- - 

3  3 1  °7 

8583 

24480 

6621 

1716 

4956 

8327 

21923 

s56s 

17712 

5480 

1391 

4428 

9592 

— 

4°9T4 

10032 

31322 

8182 

2006 

6264 

3103 

— 

i1 745 

2984 

8642 

2349 

596 

1728 

1857 

nd  36  - 

13548 

3569 

11691 

27O9 

7i3 

2338 

2554 

710 

*741 

510 

142 

348 

8l  I 

36 

2463 

696 

1836 

615 

*74 

459 

627 

8878 

2124 

5836 

1 775 

424 

1667 

3042 

— 

9694 

2427 

8666 

*938 

485 

'733 

1023 

3I39° 

8623 

24942 

6278 

1724 

4988 

6448 

—  • — 

33799 

9'42 

30879 

67  59 

1828 

6I76 

2820 

— 

33486 

3100 

22048 

6697 

1820 

4409 

11438 

-  — 

39764 

IOi  14 

26285 

7952 

2022 

5257 

>3479 

In  all  Royal  Prujjia  and  Brandenburgh ,  in  the  firft  Years,  were  born, 
yearly,  66,051;  married,  yearly,  18,030;  buried,  45,569:  Yearly  Increafe, 
20,492.  In  the  laft  Years,  25  Years  after  the  firft,  born,  yearly,  80,306; 
married,  20,948  ;  buried,  64,972  :  Yearly  Increafe,  15,334.  In  the  firft 
Year’s  Divifion  of  all  the  King  of  Prujjia  s  Dominions  as  above,  born 
yearly,  at  a  Medium,  66,047;  marr*ed,  17,194  (fomewhat  lefs  than  four 
Children  to  each  Wedding);  died,  42,730:  The  yearly  Increafe,  at  a  Me¬ 
dium, 
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dium,  23,3175  above  one  Third,  Married  Perfons  and  Increafe  added, 
make  57,605 ;  then  there  remain  only  8442  to  die  in  Infancy  and  Celi¬ 
bacy.  4The  Divifion  of  the  laft  Years  in  the  Regifters  above,  is  72,841 
born,  18,010  married,  and  53,084  buried 5  Increafe,  19,757:  Births  to 
Burials,  not  73  to  53  ;  much  fhort  of  the  firft  Increafe,  yet  near  four  Chil¬ 
dren  to  each  Marriage.  The  Death  of  fuch  as  are  reckoned  to  die  in  In¬ 
fancy  and  Celibacy  is  alfo  much  greater  than  in  the  former  Divifions,  viz. 
17,064,  above  double.  What  greatly  contributes  to  the  Healthinefs  of 
PruJJtciy  is,  they  have  no  very  great  populous  Cities,  nor  fuch  monftrous 
Confumptions  of  Spirituous  Liquors  by  the  Populace,  as  we  had  for  20 
or  30  Years  after  17 24.  Nor  have  they  any  Royal  Foundling  Hofpitals 
to  encourage  Whoredom,  and  prevent  Matrimony,  under  the  Cloak  of  lef- 
fening  or  hindering  Infanticide  (but  more  of  this  hereafter) 5  neither  have 
they  any  confiderable  foreign  Trade  or  Plantations. 

V 

All  the  preceding  Tables  lie  within  the  Compafs  of  a  few  Years,  from 
about  1690  to  about  1730.  All  the  Births,  Marriages,  and  Burials  in 
Royal  PruJJia  and  Brandenburgh ,  from  1698  to  1729,  were,  born, 
1,238,8695  married,  316,1225  buried,  902,3265  Increafe,  336,54^: 
Births  to  Burials,  near  as  134  to  90,  above  a  Third  5  25,619  above  half 
the  Born  were  married.  Every  Thing  proves  this  to  be  a  healthy  Coun- 
try;  but,  to  fhew  this  clearly,  let  us  view  them  feparately. 

And  firft  Royal  PruJJia ,  whofe  Regifter  we  have  from  1693  to  1728, 
(except  1695,  96,  97,  1725  and  26)  wherein  were  born  714,130;  mar¬ 
ried,  150,899;  buried,  392,898:  Births  to  Burials,  in  93  and  94,  as  12 
to  105  in  the  next  five  Years,  as  16  to  105  in  the  next  five  Years,  as  17 
to  105  from  1712  to  28,  as  17  to  10.  In  1709  and  10  the  Plague  raged 
fore,  and  killed  247,733;  efpecially  in  1710,  wherein  died  188,537,  and 
the  Births  fcarce  20,000.  Exclufive  of  1709  and  10,  the  Increafe  of  the 
other  Years  was  321,232,  which  added  to  301,798,  (the  Number  of  Per¬ 
fons  married)  both  are  603,030.  After  the  Married  and  Exports  remain 
only  j  1 1,100  to  die  in  Infancy  and  Celibacy,  being  to  the  Burials  about 
71  to  39  :  A  furprizing  Increafe.  Yet  here  is  no  Neceflity  for  the  Cor¬ 
rections  of  War,  Famine,  and  Peftilence,  to  check  the  too  fudden  and  over 
Increafe  of  People  in  fuch  healthy  Places;  thefe  are  the  Chaftifements  of 
Men’s  Impieties,  for  He  that  made  the  Earth  can  as  well  command  it  to 
be  barren  as  fruitful,  and  the  Air  and  Seafons  to  be  bad  as  good.  2.  Here 
we  fee  another  Providence,  that  the  Places  in  general  not  the  healthieft 
(as  are  many  Places  in  Britain J  have  fewer  or  milder  Corrections  or  De- 

I  populations. 
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populations,  but  die  more  gradually.  3.  When  fuch  Calamities  break  out 
in. the  healthieft  Places  and  pureft  Air,  they  make  moft  terrible  Havock ; 
for  here,  in  1710,  they  buried  more  than,  at  a  Medium,  died  in  12  Years 
before ;  and  if  we  include  thofe  that  died  at  the  latter  End  of  1709,  the 
whole  will  amount  to  nekr  as  many  as  died  in  16  Years  before,  at  a  Me¬ 
dium.  Births  probably  were  few  in  that  Time,  both  becaufe  of  the  uni- 
verfal  Panic,  and  as  Venery  is  known  to  be  hurtful  where  the  Plague  reigns, 
and  the  New-married  are  apter  to  gratify  their  Inclinations.  4.  It  is  rare 
that  Providence  vifits  a  whole  Nation  at  once  with  Plague  or  Famine;  but, 
except  in  the  third  general  Plague  after  Chrijl ,  fome  Part  efcapes  to  affift 
the  other,  provide  Provifions,  keep  on  Trade  or  Bufinefs,  procreate  Recruits 
for  the  depopulated  Places,  or  receive  InftruCtion  and  Reproof  from  the  Ex¬ 
ample  of  others.  5.  Often  thofe  Places  that  have  given  Heaven  thegreateft 
Provocations,  are  the  firft  and  chief  Sufferers,  to  give  others  Warning. 

In  28  Years,  in  the  Electorate  of  Brandenburgh>  were  born,  416,652; 
married,  1 12,023  ;  buried,  283,837 ;  the  Proportion  of  Born  to  Married, 
near  41—  to  22;  above  one  Half  married.  The  whole  Increafe  is  132,815; 
'this  added  to  the  Number  of  Married,  224,046,  make  356,866;  after 
which,  of  all  the  Baptized,  remain  only  59,791  to  die  in  Childhood,  Youth, 
and  Celibacy,  not  an  eighth  Part.  The  Proportion  between  Births  and 
Burials  is  in  all  Places  varied  feveral  Times,  according  to  the  Sicknefs  or 
Healthinefs,  FruitfuJnefs  or  Barrennefs  of  the  Rational,  Animal,  and  Ve¬ 
getable  World,  and  natural  Caufes  producing  them;  1693  was  the  moft 
fatal,  94  the  moft  barren,  many  of  the  Breeders  being  dead  the  Year  be¬ 
fore,  tho’  1500  more  were  born  than  died;  but  in  1719,  tho’  a  very  fruit¬ 
ful  Year,  yet  322  more  died  than  were  born. 

V.-  ? 

In  the  Newmark  of  Brajidenburgh ,  in  28  Years,  viz.  1695  t0  1737, 
(1696,  97,  1704,  and  from  1724  to  36  are  wanting)  born,  170,901;  mar¬ 
ried,  44,601;  buried,  117,991  :  Increafe,  52,910.  The  married  Perfons 
were  89,202 ;  Born  to  the  Married,  above  1704  to  89 ;  Born  to  the  Bu¬ 
ried,  above  170  to  117;  Buried  to  the  Married,  118  to  894.  The  Mar¬ 
ried  and  Increafe  added,  are  143,112,  remain  27,789  to  die  in  Infancy, 
Youth,  and  Celibacy,  or  an  equal  Number  to  that. 

• 

In  all  Pomerania ,  in  25  Years,  from  1698  to  1725  (1702  and  1706  be¬ 
ing  wanting)  baptized,  185,515;  married,  48,987;  buried,  124,565  :  In¬ 
creafe,  60,950;  Baptized  to  Married,  as  185  to  97.  The  Increafe  and 
Married  are  158,925,  remain  26,691  to  die  at  home  in  Celibacy. 


In 
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In  all  Magdeburgb ,  in  32  Years,  viz.  from  1692  to  1737  (1692,  95,  96, 
97,  1704,  12,  25,  26,  28,  29,  30,  31,  32,  and  34  being  wanting)  were 
baptized,  235,312;  married,  59,659;  buried,  171,671:  Increafe,  63,641; 
married  Perlons,  119,318;  both  fubtra&ed  from  the  Baptifms,  remain  only 
52,353  to  die  unmarried  of  all  Ages. 

In  Halberjladty  from  1689  to  1737,  (wanting  1725,  26,  28,  30,  31, 
33,  34,  and  35)  40  Years,  were  baptized,  98,714;  married,  25,724; 
buried,  72,875:  Increafe,  25,824.  Perfons  married,  51,448;  both  the 
laft,  77,272;  fubtradl  this  from  the  Births,  remain  21,442  to  die  un¬ 
married. 

In  all  Hobenjlein ,  in  33  Years,  from  1692  to  1737,  (wanting  1701,2, 
23,  24,  25,  26,  28,  30,  31,  33,  34,  and  35)  were  baptized,  18,523; 
married,  4931 ;  buried,  12,852:  Increafe,  5676.  Thefe  and  the  Marri¬ 
ages  are  1 5,53 3,  which  fubtraft  from  the  Births,  remain  2990  to  die  in 
Celibacy. 

In  Minden ,  in  37  Years,  between  1688  and  1725,  were  baptized, 
56,656;  married,  17,780;  buried,  51,990:  Increafe,  4666.  The  In¬ 
creafe  and  Marriages  are  39,626 ;  remain  to  die  in  Celibacy,  17,030,  or 
17  out  of  56-I ;  a  larger  Number  than  moft  of  the  other. 


In  Cleve  and  Marcky  in  27  Years  between  1693  and  1725,  were  bap¬ 
tized,  179,844;  married,  50,641 ;  buried,  146,399:  Increafe,  33,445. 
Thefe,  with  the  Married,  are  134,727 ;  died  in  Celibacy,  45,1 17. 

The  following  Abort  Table  gives  all  the  Prujjian  Dominions  at  one 
View.  Column  ift,  the  Number  of  Years  we  have  the  Regifter  of  each 
Province;  2d,  the  Births;  3d,  the  Marriages;  4th,  the  Burials;  5th,  the 
Increafe. 

Here  are  near  four  Children  to  each 
Marriage,  Baflards  included.  Births  to 
Burials,  near  83  to  64;  Chriftened  to 
Married,  as  83^  to  42  A.  Married  and 
Increafe  added,  and  fubtra&ed  from  the 
Births,  there  remain  only  437,766,  fcarce 
a  Number  equal  to  a  fifth  Part  to  die  in 
Celibacy.  A  wonderful  Fruitfulnefs. 
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1238869 

316122 

902326 

902326 

3° 

7I3I3° 

150899 

392898 

321232 

28 

416652 

1 12023 

283837 

137815 

28 

170901 

44601 

1 I7991 

62910 

25 

185515 

48987 

124565 

60940 

32 

235312 

59*59 

171671 

74372 

40 

9 87H 

25724 

72875 

25839 

33 

18523 

493 1 

12852 

5671 

37 

q66q6 

17480 

5i99° 

5666 

27 

179844 

50641 

146399 

33445 

3314116 

831067 

2277404 

1 626216 
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In  the  two  Periods  in  the  Table  before  this,  in  the  fir  ft  Period  we  find 
the  Women  more  fruitful  than  in  the  fecond ;  herein  each  Marriage  pro¬ 
duced  only  3-V  Children;  in  the  former,  near  4. — In  the  firft  was  a  greater 
Difproportion  between  Baptifms  and  Burials  than  in  the  fecond,  viz.  524 
to  3454.  In  the  fecond,  583  to  447,  In  the  third,  the  Difference  be¬ 
tween  Baptifms  and  Burials  was  greater  in  feme  Places  than  others  in  the 
firft  Period,  as  in  N°.  1 ,  3,  5,  and  8,  where  there  was  above  a  Third  more 
baptized  than  buried;  as  there  were  baptized,  at  a  Medium,  78,641; 
buried,  53*809.  In  others,  near  two  Fifths;  as  fourth  and  eighth  Me¬ 
diums,  5943*  3830.  In  fome  Places  little  above  a  Fifth;  as  N°.  6  and 
10,  11,758,  9416.  In  the  fame  Period,  in  the  Medium  of  N°.  1,  the 
Married  were  to  the  Buried,  as  36  to  454*  only  a  Fifth  more  buried  than 
married.  In  Article  fecond,  12  to  144.  But  Article  third  is  furprizing, 
wherein  13-V  are  born,  only  7—0  are  buried,  and  only  one  15th  more  bu¬ 
ried  than  married.  Article  fourth,  28  married  for  34  buried.  Article 
fifth,  36  to  44.  Again,  Article  fixth  is  not  full  27  to  44 ;  feventh,  fcarce 
11  to  17;  and  tenth,  34  to  50. — In  the  fecond  Period  of  MediumN®.  1* 
Married  to  Buried,  41  to  65.  Article  fecond  and  third,  near  90  to  117; 
eighth,  2  to  4;  third,  34  to  49;  fifth,  40  to  52;  fixth,  40  to  624; 
feventh,  14  to  23;  ninth,  96  to  137;  tenth,  36  to  614 ;  that  is,  upon  the 
whole,  near  77,000  to  near  118,000 ;  but,  in  the  Medium  of  Period  firft, 
it  was  near  70,000  to  88,000 ;  only  2000  above  a  Fifth  more  buried  than 
married. 

In  Article  firft  of  Period  fecond,  little  above  a  Fifth  Odds  between 
Baptifms  and  Burials ;  but,  in  the  firft,  little  more  than  a  Third  Diffe¬ 
rence.  Article  fecond,  more  healthy,  being  20  to  11,  and  the  firft  Period 
24  to  144.  In  the  third,  only  17  to  14;  yet,  in  the  firft  Period,  13-JL.  ta 
74.  Period  fecond,  Article  fourth,  near  66  to  49.  In  the  firft,  near  54 
to  34.  Article  fifth.  Period  fecond,  79  to  52.  In  the  fame  Period,  66 
to  44.  Article  fixth.  Period  fecond,  81  to  62.  Period  firft,  54  to  44. 
Article  feventh,  Period  firft,  23  to  17 ;  fecond,  27  to  23.  Article  eighth. 
Period  firft,  51  to  34;  fecond,  61  to  45.  Period  firft.  Article  ninth,  17 
to  11;  fecond,  19  to  17.  Article  tenth.  Period  firft,  62  to  49;  fecond, 
67  to  61.  Upon  the  whole,  the  Baptifms  in  the  firft  Period  bear  a  Pro¬ 
portion  to  the  Buryings,  near  as  132  to  8841  and  in  the  fecond,  near  153 
to  1174  *  f°  that  the  latter  is  increafed  between  7  and  8000  in  the  Burials. 
May  we  hence  conclude,  in  the  general,  that  the  more  populous  a  Country 
is,  the  lefs  healthy  it  is  ?  Or  is  a  Country  univerfally  lefs  healthy,  or  only 
in  fome  Places  of  it,  and  which  are  they  ?  And  what  are  the  Caufes  ? 

A. 
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A  TABLE. 


Column  ift,  the  Families;  2d,  the  Number  of  Souls  in  the  Country 
Places  as  they  were  numbered  in  1738;  3d,  their  yearly  Funerals  taken, 
at  a  Medium. 


1  Pruflia  - 

1 10093 

2  Chur.  Marck  — 

204392 

3  Cleve  — 

7°  493 

4  Magdeburgh  — 

74657 

5  Pomerania  — — 

80888 

6  Nieumarck  — 

61388 

7  Halberftadt  - 

35472 

8  Ravenfburgh  1  - 

9  Minden  >  - 

23706 

10  Lingen  j  * 

I  i  vjiiucrxi  ~~ 

1 2  Fecklenberg  — 

13  Hohenftein  — 

14  Lauenburg  7 

Bulow  j 

1 1 ;  Moers  - 

4851 

2  6  French  Colonies 

666940 

475040 

1 2876 

424445 

12127 

232040 

5801 

226200 

5655 

221800 

5545 

190000 

475° 

83500 

2089 

81000 

2026 

63500 

.  1.588 

241 20 

603 

21280 

532 

18120 

453 

1 7 100 

428 

14680 

367 

1364c 

34» 

1  2000 

300 

to 
►— « 

oc 

4- 

cr- 

Ul 

55481 

Alive  in  Marck-Brandenburgh ,  in  1736, 
Males,  3888  ;  Females,  4458  ;  both, 
8346;  570  more  Females  than  Males. 

Alive  in  PruJJian  Chur .  in  1738,  Males, 
318,677;  Females,  347,183;  both* 
665,860 ;  28,506  more  Females  than 
Males. 

Alface ,  of  itV  Births  and  Burials  we 
know  nothing ;  only  in  it’s  three  Divi- 
fions  are  66  Towns,  1065  Villages,  and 
55,481  Perfons  in  them.  * 


In  1738,  in  Brijfgau,  65,352  Souls;  whereof  were  Papifts,  63,180; 
Lutherans ,  1050;  Reformed,  225;  Jews,  897. - 2.  Strajburgh  con¬ 

tains  122,735,  viz .  Papifts,  70,970;  Lutherans ,  45,740;  Reformed, 

4558 ;  Jews,  1467. - 3.  Landauy  68,913;  Papifts,  37,594;  Luther - 

22,258;  Reformed,  7350;  1801. 

In  all  Alface ,  257,000  Souls;  of  which  171,654  are  Papifts;  Luther - 
<7/2/,  69,048;  Reformed,  12,133;  Jews,  4165. 

Sufmilch .  Bajfville  tells  us  that  in  Languedoc  are  5625  Priefts,  3060 
Monks,  and  2491  Nuns;  in  all,  11,176;  their  Livings  2,500,000  Li¬ 
tres. - Moreri  fays,  in  1655,  in  France ,  Abbeys  were  1356;  Priories, 

12,400;  Abbeffes,  256;  Chapels*  152,000;  Cloifters  of  Francifcans,  761 ; 

and  14,070  Cloifters;  of  other  Orders,  1057. - In  ^re  1,790,000 

of  the  Religious  Orders.  The  like  is  probably  the  Cafe  in  Germany  > 
Hungary ,  Bohemia ,  and  Poland  y  as  for  Italy ,  it  would  be  too  little. 

In  Berlin ,  in  fix  Years,  W#.  from  1734  to  40,  born,  21,024;  Me¬ 
dium,  3504;  married,  5056;  Medium,  842;  buried,  21,838;  Medium, 
3639.  Number  of  Souls  then  in  Berlin ,  Maks,  32,990;  Females, 
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35,207;  both,  68,197;  more  Females  than  Males,  2217.  It  buries 
above  the  Number  of  Living  in  19  Years:  therefore  Children  have  not 
been  taken  into  the  Account,  as  is  clear  from  their  burying  a  Number 
equal  to  the  Inhabitants  in  19  Years,  which  is  not  true. 


The  Number  of  HOUSES  in  HOLLAND. 


In  1632 

In  1732 

Increafej 

In  Amfterdam  16031 

26035 

9984 

Leyden  —  S  374 

10891 

2517 

Harlem  —  6490 

7963 

1473 

Rotterdam  5048 

6621 

1573 

Delf  -  4842 

487° 

28 

Dordreicht  3386 

3954 

5.68 

441 9 1 

60334 

16143 

[n  1632,  all  the  Towns  in  South  Holland  had  Houfes  59410 

All  North  Holland  had  Houfes  -  12772 

In  1732,  South  Holland  had  Houfes  - -  79957 

North  Holland  had  Houfes  * — . - 1 1 154 

Tncreafe  in  South  Holland  Houfes  -  - . .  20547 

Decreafe  in  North  Holland  Houfes  -  -  1618 

[111732,  Houfes  in  the  Country  of  South  Holland  —  46932 
Houfes  in  the  Country  of  North  Holland  —  25419 


Gouda  — 
Enethuifen 
Alemar 
Hoorn 


3160 

In  1732  -  6161 

2452 

397i 

3895 

- 2605 

2795 

— -  2581 

2715 

- 2807 

The  firft  and  fecond  increnfed  4515;  the  third  and  fourth  decreafed  1504; 

the  fifth  increafed  92. 


Having  taken  a  View,  as  .far  as  we  had  Materials,  from  many  Soils, 
Situations,  Ways  of  Life,  &c.  in  England  from  South  to  North,  and  Eaft 
to  Weft,  both  in  Cities,  Towns,  and  Country,  and  often  in  two  Periods; 
and  obferved  the  feveral  Degrees  of  Life,  Health,  and  Fertility  from  their 
Emigrants ;  and  Sicklinefs,  bad  Health,  and  Sterility  in  others,  and  their 
Neceffity  and  Want  of  Imports  and  Incomers;  and  for  this  what  great  Sup¬ 
plies  and  Drains  muft  be  had  out  of  the  Country,  beyond  what  it  is  now 
able  to  fpare ;  and  that  the  Nation*  at  prefent,  has  not  half  the  Number 
of  People  it’s  Produce  would  fuftain,  by  ufing  proper  Agriculture  and  good 
(Economy,  befides  the  neceffary  Supplies  of  Colonies  and  Plantations, 
and  recruiting  our  Land  and  Sea  Service.  Yet  many  impolitic  Reftraints 
are  laid  on  the  Marriage  Bed,  and  a  Bill  denied  for  naturalizing  foreign 
Proteftants,  whilft  we  are  fending  into  other  Countries  to  glean  up  and 
folicit  Emigrants  from  thence  to  begin  the  peopling  of  our  new-ceded  Co¬ 
lonies,  which  we  were  too  weak  either  to  people,  keep,  or  defend  againft 
powerful  Enemies.  We  have  alfo  looked  into  the  State  of  our  Neigh¬ 
bours  in  this  Refpedt,  and  feen  how  fome  flourifh  and  increafe  by  fettling 
and  maintaining  a  good  Policy,  as  EruJJia  and  the  Eutch±  others  languifh, 
and  increafe  flowly. 

9 

I  fhould  next  come  to  fee  how  the  State  of  Health  ftands  in  the  Indies , 
but  am  furnifhed  with  no  Accounts  of  that  Sort  from  the  Eqft-Indies • 

and 
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and  tho’  we  have  fo  great  Intereft  in  the  Weft -Indies ,  yet  I  have  only  one 
fmall  Scrap  to  produce  from  thence,  which  we  have  from  the  Gentlemans 
Magazine ,  Vol.  XIX.  p.  533.  That  in  1738  the  Number  of  Whites  in 
A7  ew-jerfey  were  43,388;  Slaves,  3981;  in  all,  47,369.  Seven  Years 
after,  in  1745,  the  Whites  were  56,797;  Slaves,  4606;  in  all,  61,403  : 
Increafe,  1  5,034;  near  a  fourth  Part :  That  of  the  Whites  was  near  564 
to  43  ;  of  the  Slaves,  46  to  39  :  The  Increafe  of  the  former  to  the  latter 
was  as  134  to  7.  Hereby  it  appears  that  this  Province  would  near  double 
it’s  Inhabitants  in  28  or  29  Years.  I  am  informed  that  Rhode-Iftand  dou¬ 
bles  it’s  Inhabitants  in  the  fame  Time,  or  lefs. All  New- England  is  ex¬ 
ceeding  healthy.  Jamaica  lying  fo  near  the  Line,  and  having  fo  many 
Swamps  and  Marfhes,  is  as  unhealthy.  Virginia ,  or  great  Part  of  it,  is 

faid  to  be  very  unhealthy. - In  all  the  Burying  Ground  of  Philadelphia , 

from  1738  to  1745,  were  buried,  3189;  yet  it  is  a  healthy  Country;  but 
in  1750  there  was  a  great  Increafe.  In  Majftachufef  s  Bay  the  Increafe  is 
reckoned  a  fixth  Part,  and  New-Jerftey  above  a  fourth. 

A  very  learned,:  ingenious  Gentleman  obferves,  that,  according  to  the 
lateft  Maps  and  beft  Geographers,  England  contains  about  64,800  Miles, 
41,472,000  Acres  of  Land,  and  5,500,000  Inhabitants. - Scotland  con¬ 

tains  about  30,000  fquare  Miles,  19,200,000  Acres,  and  2,500,000  Inha¬ 
bitants.—  Ireland  contains  about  25,000  fquare  Miles,  16,000,000  Acres* 
and  2,000,000  of  Inhabitants  :  So  that  Britain  and  Ireland  are  computed 
to  contain  76,672,000  fquare  Acres  of  Land,  1 19,800  fquare  Miles,  and* 
about  10  or  11,000,000  of  Inhabitants. - In  our  Plantations  the  Num¬ 

ber  of  Whites  are  835,800;  Negroes,  190,000.  In  the  Sugar  Iflands 
are  1 53*500  Whites,  and  257,000  Negroes ;  in  all,  1,436,300.  v  In  both 
England  and  the  Plantations  are  11,436,300  ;  fo  the  Proportion  of  Inha¬ 
bitants  computed  to  be  at  home,  and  thofe  in  the  Plantations  and  Sugar 
Iflands,  are  nearly  as  10  to  14,  or  as  3  to  20.  The  Proportion  of  Land 

in  thefe  three  Kingdoms  to  that  in  the  Colonies,  nearly  as  1  to  24. - - 

Take  we  our  old  Plantations  in  America ,  the  whole  were  236,544,000 
Acres ;  in  the  Sugar  Iflands,  4,933,670  Acres;  Land  now  ceded  to  Great- 
Britain  by  the  late  Treaty,  is  1,355,419,840  Acres  in  the  Neutral  Iflands 
and  Continent ;  all  the  Land  in  Great- Britain  and  Ireland  being  to  our 
prefent  Poflefiions  in  America  nearly  as  1  to  24. 

At  the  Conclufion  of  the  late  War,  tho’  Great-Britain  was  in  Pofleflion 
of  Canada  and  Cap  e-Breton,  and  the  Iflands  of  Guadalonpe ,  Marygalante , 
and  Martinicp ,  yet  the  French  Hill  poflefled  all  Louiftana  and  St.  Domingo , 

Deft  derat  a 
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Defiderata  and  the  Grenades ,  and  had  taken  Newfoundland . — If  the  Englijh 
had  kept  all  their  Conquefts,  it  would  not  thereby  have  been  pofftble  to  have 
excluded  the  French  from  a  full  Share  in  the  American  Trade ;  for  St.  Do¬ 
mingo  and  th ^Grenades  would  have  received  and  employed  all  thelnhabitants 
of  the  other  Iflands  that  were  ufed  to  the  Sugar  Trade,  &c.  And  Louifiana 
is  capable  of  producing  as  much  Rice,  Tobacco,  Indigo,  and  all  other  Ar¬ 
ticles  of  our  Colony  Trade,  as  would  fupply  the  European  Markets,  and 
give  the  French  equal  Advantage  with  us.  And  if  the  Englijh  had  kept 
the  Sugar  Iflands,  it  muft  neceflarily  have  put  the  French  upon  improving 
Louifiana)  which  (as  it  would  have  been  their  only  Colony  that  wanted 
Supply  from  France)  muft  have  increafed  apace;  and,  by  it's  Situation, 
have  been  a  conftant  and  dangerous  Nufance  to  Georgia ,  the  two  Caro - 
Unas,  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  Pennfylvania,  to  each  of  which  it  is  con¬ 
tiguous.  The  Safety  of  thefe  Colonies  therefore  could  only  be  infured  by 
preventing  the  Settlement  of  the  French  in  Louifiana ;  and  this  could  only 
be  done  by  exchanging  it  for  fome  other  Place;  but  whether  that  Ex¬ 
change  has  been  purchafed  at  too  dear  a  Rate,  may  juftly  be  doubted. — 
The  Exchange  was  chiefly  the  three  Sugar  Iflands  above-mentioned;  and 
it  cannot  be  pretended  that  the  Englijh  wanted  Lands  proper  for  Sugar, 
fmce,  in  the  Ifland  of  Jamaica  only,  there  are  near  four  Millions  of  Acres 
of  uncultivated  Land,  (a  Third  of  which  is  fuppofed  capable  of  producing 
Sugar)  which  is  equal,  if  not  fuperior,  to  all  the  Sugar  Iflands  given  up ; 
and  it  would  certainly  be  more  for  the  Intereft  of  Great-Britain  to  im¬ 
prove  that  to  the  utmoft,  and  to  have  one  ftrong,  well-peopled  Ifland, 
capable  of  repelling  any  fudden  Invafion  that  might  be  attempted,  than  to 
have  a  N  umber  of  fmall  Settlements  at  a  Diftance  from  each  other,  each 
of  which  muft  depend  on  it's  Mother  Country  for  it’s  Defence,  and  may 
be  invaded  and  taken  before  it’s  Danger  is  known  here,  or  ere  a  fufficient 
Defence  can  be  fent. 

•  v  *  *  •  '  •“  r »  >  ; 

But  thefe  Iflands  were  not  given  up  folely  as  an  Exchange  for  Louifiana 
and  the  Safety  of  our  Colonies ;  they  were  the  Purchafe  of  a  general 
Peace,  and  thereby  of  all  the  Advantages  that  either  Gr eat -Brit ain,  her 
Colonies  or  Allies,  received  from  it.  It  was  thefe  that  recovered  Portugal 
from  the  Spaniards ,  Hejfe ,  &c.  from  the  French ,  and  all  Germany  from 
Mifery  and  Diftrefs.  It  was  this  that  purchafed  Granada  and  Newfound¬ 
land,  as  well  as  Louifiana,  to  Great -Britain,  and  engaged  the  French  to 
give  up  all  their  Pretenfions  to  Canada  and  it’s  Dependencies :  And  whe¬ 
ther  any  Advantages  equal  to  thefe  could  have  been  obtained  by  retaining 

thefe  Sugar  Iflands,  the  Cenfurers  of  the  late  Peace  muft  fhew.- - Thus 

fir  my  worthy  Friend. 


A 
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A  fhort  Syllabus  of  the  Air,  Weather,  Seafons,  Difeafes,  and  Food,  in 
fbme  Years  efpecially,  fhould  always  be  regarded,  or  Obfervations  on  Bills 
of  Mortality  will  be  a  meer  Narrative  of  Effects  without  their  Caufes. 
We  fhall  therefore  begin  this  Syllabus  fomewhat  prior  to  the  keeping 
Bills  of  Mortality,  viz.  from  1470  to  1762;  but  more  particularly  from 
1748  to  1766,  fince  Dr.  Huxhams  Hiftory  of  Epidemics. 

1468,  69,  and  70,  all  rainy,  foutherly,  fultry,  wet,  lickly,  and  mortal 
Years. 

1471,  a  fevere  frofty,  ftormy  Winter. 

1472,  3,  and  4,  all  great  Heat  and  Drought,  Woods  took  Fire,  moil 
Rivers  dried. 

1475  and  6,  very  rainy,  and  great  Floods. 

1 477,  great  Heat  and  Diftemperature  of  the  Air,  great  Plague  in  Eng¬ 
land. 

1478  and  9,  great  and  fultry  Heat.  In  September  and  Offober,  79,  great 
Plague  in  London . 

1480  to  85,  great  Rains  and  Moifture.  In  85  moft  (hocking  Floods, 
great  Lofles  of  People  and  Cattle. 

i486,  wet,  great  Plenty.  Sudor  Anglicus  firft  in  England .  To 

1490,  Drought,  and  generally  healthy. 

1491,  a  Comet,  great  Solar  Eclipfe,  and  Death  of  Cattle. 

1492  and  3,  rainy,  and  great  Dearth.  In  93  Wheat  6s.  a  Buihel. 

1494  and  5,  temperate,  (eafonable,  and  great  Plenty. 

1496,  7,  and  8,  great  Drought,  Hay  very  dear. 

1499  anc^  I5°°>  very  rainy;  a  Comet;  died  of  the  Plague  in  London , 
30,000. 

1501,  a  frofty  Winter,  very  hot  Summer,  fatal  to  Cattle. 

1502,  3,  and  4,  great  Drought  and  Heat.  In  1504  a  Plague  in  Augf- 
burgh  and  England. 

1505,  all  foutherly,  fultry,  moift  Conftitution;  a  general  fpotted  Fever; 
Plague  in  Augjburgh  and  near  it.  Before  this  tame  Fowls  left  their  Nefts, 
Eggs  and  Young,  fled  to  the  Woods,  and  became  wild.  This  Fever  be¬ 
gan  firft  in  Italy ,  then  over-run  all  Europe . 

1506,  much  and  great  Thunder  and  Lightning,  heavy  Rains,  many 
Meteors  and  Corrufcations ;  the  above  Fever ;  the  fweating  Sicknefs 
again. 

1509,  Plague,  and  a  (hocking  Earthquake  in  Turky ;  Plague  in  Eng¬ 
land. 

1510,  moift  and  foutherly,  a  general  Catarrh  from  Malta  fpread  over  all 

Europe.  •  K  1 5 1 1 
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15x1,  a  great  Plague  in  and  about  Verona ,  Augjburghy  &c. 

1512  and  1 3,  cold  and  rainy  Years,  Plague  and  Famine  in  England , 
Augjburghy  &c. 

1514,  the  Plague  in  Tournay  killed  140,000.  It  began  in  Triula ,  and 
overfpread  the  Continent ;  it  was  alfo  moft  fatal  to  Sheep  and  Swine. 

1515  and  16,  ftill  moift,  rainy,  and  wet;  a  fatal  Catarrh  in  Holland ; 
great  Floods  and  Lofles  in  Germany . 

1517,  a  droughty  frofty  Winter,  a  burning-hot  Summer,  an  early, 
plentiful,  good  Harveft;  Wheat  fell  from  10  s.  to  10  d.  a  Bufhel.  A  third 
Englijh  fweating  Sicknefs,  great  Murrain  among  the  Cattle  in  Holla?id-y  a 
peftilential  fore  Throat,  which  killed  in  few  Hours ;  it  came  in  three  Days 
with  a  flunking  Mift,  and  the  Infection  was  over  in  ten  Days. 

1518  and  19,  good,  healthy,  plentiful  Years  in  England . 

1520,  rainy,  terrible  Tempefts  of  Wind  and  Weather. 

1521  was  firft  a  great  Drought  and  Mortality  in  England ;  then  moft 
profound  Rains,  Floods,  and  Inundations ;  72  Villages  and  100,000  People 
drowned;  very  much  Cattle  loft;  Plague  in  Augjbnrgh . 

1522,  the  like  Seafons  and  Difeafes  as  in  1505. 

1523,  long  and  heavy  Rains,  Floods,  and  Winds;  a  fevere  Froft,  fatal  to 
much  People. 

1524  and  5,  rainy,  and  wormy  Plague  in  Milany  with  great  Balls  and 
Knots  of  Worms  voided,  and  many  retained.  A  fatal  peftilential  Hedtic 
prevailed  in  Vien?ia  and  Lyons. 

1526,  fo  great  a  Plague  in  London ,  that  the  Terms  were  adjourned. 

1527,  from  November  1  to  February  1,  continual  Rains  and  great 
Floods;  then,  to  April  1,  great  Drought;  to  June  after,  daily  Rains; 
hence  a  Dearth. 

1528,  Winter  and  Spring  foutherly  and  rainy,  great  Floods,  Fogs,  Dark- 
nefs,  &c.  peftilential  fpotted  Fevers,  as  in  1505. 

1529,  30,  and  31,  all  foutherly  and  rainy,  bloody  Fluxes,  and  Epide- 

mics.  In  1530,  November  4  and  5,  a  Hurricane,  then  a  high  Tide,  which 
drowned  EJfeXy  Kent ,  &c.  .  .. 

1532  and  33,  dry,  feafonable,  healthy,  and  plentiful. 

1534,  the  Plague  raged  in  Languedoc  and  Dauphinee . 

1 1; 3 5,  36,  and  to  December  37,  foutherly  and  rainy.  Plague  in  and  about 
Aug  [burgh  y  acute  and  flow  Fevers  prevailed.  December ,  and  J anuary  of 
37,  a  moft  fevere  Froft. 

1538,  39,  and  40,  great  Drought  and  Heat;  Agues  and  Fluxes  were 

rife. 

,1541  and  42,  wet,  rainy  Years;  Plague  in  Polandy  and  Brejlaw. 

*543 
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1543  was  exceffive  rainy;  great  Death  of  Cattle;  a  hard  frofty  Win¬ 
ter  ;  Pleurifies  prevailed. 

1 544  and  45,  both  were  cold  and  dry.  The  Troupe  gallant  fpread  over 
all  France  and  England . 

1546  and  47  were  unequal,  foutherly,  and  tempeftuous,  and  a  peftilen- 
tial  delirious  Fever  and  Diarrhoeas.  In  43  the  Plague  was  fo  in  London , 
that  the  Terms  were  adjourned  to  Winter.  The  iaft  rainy  Summer 
caufed  a  great  Dearth  of  Cattle;  the  next  Winter  had  a  long  hard  Froft, 
followed  by  fatal  inflammatory  Difeafes  in  the  Spring.  In  45,  befides  the 
univerfal  Catarrh,  verminous  Fevers  raged,  and  killed  many  young,  ftrong 
People.  A  fore  Plague  in  London .  All  Europe  was  fore  afflicted  with  a 
peftilential  Peripneumony,  with  Blood-fpitting  and  Difficulty  of  breathing. 
This  Diftemper  fwept  from  Eaft  to  Well  thro’  all  Countries  in  48,  which 
had  many  great  fiery  Chafms. 

1549  was  moft  rainy.  Harveft  was  negledted  from  Civil  Wars;  Grain 
and  Grafs  rotted  abroad ;  hence  a  great  Dearth. 

I55°,  a  great  Famine;  Wheat  rofe  from  10 d.  a  Bufhel  to  16 s.  A 
Comet  five  Days  in  March ;  another,  or  the  fame,  all  Winter  in  Scotland, 
which  was  dry  there ;  but  a  floody,  rainy,  tempeftuous  Summer,  with 
many  fiery  Meteors. 

1551,  a  wet  Summer,  a  frofty  Winter,  a  general  Catarrh,  a  fatal  conta¬ 
gious  Fever  in  Germany . 

1552  was  a  parching  Drought  here,  but  rainy  abroad;  a  peftilential . 
wormy  Fever  in  Venice  and  Ancona ;  a  Plague  in  Germany  and  Mifneum , 
the  Sick  died  fweating  Blood.  The  like  happened  again  in  54. 

1553,  from  *duguJl  *°  November  a  peftilential  Fever  prevailed  abroad, 
with  many  Worms.  The  Plague  was  brought  into  Brejlaw  by  a  Pigeon 
in  a  Linen  Cloth  taken  up. 

1 5 54,  55,  and  56,  all  three  very  wet,  rainy,  floody  Years,  producing 
Scarcity  and  Dearth. 

1 556  *,  57,  and  58.  In  57  great  Dearth  from  the  late  rainy  Years,  but 
furprizing  Plenty  after  Harveft ;  yet  September  and  Oblober  were  rainy. 
The  Plague  was  in  Delf.  In  October  fome  thick  {linking  Clouds  covered 
Alcmaria ,  with  which  came  a  fweeping  epidemic  malignant  Fever,  with  a 
Catarrh,  fore  Throat  and  Breaft.  "July  and  Augujl  were  dry  and  warm. 
In  the  End  of  September  and  Oblober  came  a  piercing,  ftrong,  North  Wind, 
followed  by  a  Run  of  Deductions,  Coughs,  Fevers,  Pain  in  the  Side,  Afth- 
ma,  many  fatal  Peripneumonies,.  and  peftilential  Quinfies. 

;  '  Kz  i558* 

*  This  Summer  Wheat  was  fold  for  four  Marks  per  Quarter;  Malt,  a/.  4/.  Rye  and  Beans,  a/,  and 
Peafe  for  3/.  6s.  per  Quarter.  After  Harveft  Wheat  fold  for  4/.  per  Quarter,  Malt  for  4/.  3 d.  and  Rye 
for  4  dt  a  Bufhel.  .  * 
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1 558,  a  cold  northerly  Winter,  a  rainy  hot  Spring,  an  exceffive  hot 
Summer,  great  Dearth;  reigning  Quartans,  (fatal  to  the  Aged)  Fluxes,  and 
Semitertians.  In  56,  57,  and  58  began  a  continued  Endemic  in  England, 
burning-hot  Fevers,  Agues,  and  Remittents.  During  all  this  while,  and 
ever  lince  42,  and  except  till  about  1633,  the  Plague  was  fcarce  ever  out 
of  Brejlaw ,  and  therein,  only,  fwept  off  40,100.  Each  Time  it  raged 
more,,  and  carried  off  at  lead:  one  Fifth  of  the  Inhabitants. 

In  1658  and  85,  it  killed  each  Year  a  fourth  Part;  but  in  1633  it  flew 
a  compleat  Half  of  the  whole  Inhabitants ;  after  which  the  City  increafed 
as  before  the  Plague ;  but,  tho’  all  Silejia  and  the  Neighbourhood  groaned 
under  a  moft  depopulating  Plague  from  1708  to  14,  yet  Brejlaw  was  quite 
free  from  it;  tho’  before,  in  18 1  Years,  above  53,196  more  died  than 
were  born  there.- — Famine  in  Spain ,  Plague  in  Murica ;  it  fpread  thence 
into  Valencia ,  Burgos,  and  all  Spain,  where,  for  fome  Years,  incredible  Mul¬ 
titudes  died  of  it.  The  Winter  before  was  very  cold,  northerly,  and  rainy. 

Between  1505  and  1636  the  Plague  raged  23  Times  in  Augjburgh,  (but 
only  once  after)  viz.  1504,  5,  11,  12,  21,  35,  36,  47,  63,  64,  71,  72, 
85,  86,  91,  92,  1607,  27,  28,  32,  33,  34,  35,  and  1704.  In  thefe  23 
Plague  Years  were  born  38,728;  buried,  92,376.  In  1704  were  bom 

818;  buried,  3113. - Augjburgh  Regifter  begins  with  1500;  and  from 

that  to  1710,  (exclufive  of  1 704  and  5,  Plague  Years)  in  eight  Years,  were 

born  14,980;  buried,  14,462;  the  two  Years  Plague  having  taken  off  the 

Aged,  Weak,  Sickly,  and  Infirm.  From  1713  to  21,  other  eight  Years, 
were  born  7217 ;  died,  7442  ;  not  half  fo  populous  now  as  formerly.  In 
this  City,  in  220  Years,  were  born  304,638;  buried,  342*230. 

2559  and  60,  both  good,  feafonable,  healthy,  and  plentiful  Years. 

1561,  a  dear  Year  in  England,  as  in  55,  56,  and  57,  from  excefiive 
Rains  in  all. 

1362,  a  rainy  Year;  Plague  in  London  from  Newhaven .  A  fatal  Year 
to  Cattle.  From  December  20  to  January  3,  a  moft  fevere  Froft  ;  then 
a  fudden  deftrudtive  Thaw  and  great  Floods.  The  Plague  of  62  killed  in 
London  20,136  ;  and  in  1509  and  63  it  deftroyed  many  there.  In  Ger¬ 
many,  in  a  few  Years,  500,000  died  of  it. 

1563,  a  moft  rainy,  wet  Conftitution,  falling  Stars  all  over,  and  in  Win¬ 
ter,  fiery  Meteors  and  peftilential  Quinfies.  January  9,  a  Hurricane  and 
Thunder.  An  Earthquake  at  Leicejler  and  Lincoln,  July  8;  and,  from  the 
ift  to  the  1 2th  of  December,  *  inceflant  Thunder.  The  Plague  fpread 
greatly  in  England .  In  July,  Coughs,  Pleurifies,  and  Peripneumonies  ^ 
the  Lungs  of  the  Sick  were  loaded  with  putrid,  half-coagulated  Blood. 
A  moft  unfeafonable  Year;  great  and  much  Winter  Thunder  and  Light- 
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rung;  the  Plague  in  many  Parts  of  this  Nation,  and  over-run  moft  of 
Europe . 

1564,  great  Rains  and  Floods  from  September  to  December .  On  0 dic¬ 
ker  7  a  remarkable  fiery  Aurora  Borealis .  From  December  i  to  January  3, 
the  hardeft  Froft  ever  remembered.  A  Thaw  in  one  Night,  and  fhocking 
Flood  with  it.  In  Nimeguen  a  fatal  Cholera-morbus.  This  and  fome  Years 
before  it  having  been  excefiive  rainy,  on  the  Lower  Rhine  it  caufed  great 
Sicknefs  and  Dearth,  Abortions,.  Worms,  Small-Pox,  Quinfies,  (and  in 
feveral  Places  the  Plague,  as  in  JEgrana)  Arthritics,  and  Convullions,  all 
very  fatal  abroad  from  the  long  univerfal  Rains  and  conftant  Moifture. 
After  the  Froft,  feven  Days  Air,  loaded  with  thick  Vapours,  occafioned 
inflammatory  Difeafes;  moftly  nothous  after  fo  rainy  a  Summer,  and  nightly 
northern  Streamers.  Bleeding  in  all  Difeafes  was  fatal,  as  it  was  alfo  very 
much  fo  to  the  Cattle, 

1 56 5,  July  16,  a  Tempeft  of  Thunder,  Lightning,  and  Hail.  Decem¬ 
ber  24,  a  Hurricane  drove  back  the  Lhames  in  a  moft  deftrudlive  Land 
Flood.  Great  Death  in  France  by  peftilential  Difeafes,  wherein  Bleeding 
(as  before)  was  fatal.  In  Italy ,  an  epidemic  flow  Fever.  The  Plague  in 
Frey  berg  and  Zurich. 

1566,  all  the  laft  Year,  Winter,  and  this  Spring  had  great  and  almoft 
continual  Rains  and  frightful  Floods ;  a  clear,  droughty  Summer ;  not  a 
Drop  of  Rain  in  Harveft.  Now  the  Hungarian  Fever  raged1  all  over  Eu¬ 
rope  ;  the  Plague  raged  in  Jena,  Lhuringiay  and  Lyons.  It  appears  not 
that  Drefden  and  Leipfic  were  great  Sufferers  by  the  Plague ;  tho’  the  lat¬ 
ter,  in  the  17th  Century,  buried  17,500  more  than  their  Births,  which 
were  50,436;  buried,  67,910.  The  former,  in  108  Years,  had  Births, 
94,01  5  ;  Burials,  109,982.  In  the  fame  Year  were  born,  in  all,  in  Magde - 
burgh ,  34,950;  buried,  4:0,532.  In  Eulenburgh,  born,  11,116;  buried, 
1.2,069.  In  Frey  berg,  from  1617  to  1717,  were  born  28,851 ;  buried, 
30,295.  In  Dantzick,  born,  215,814;.  buried,  284,120. 

1567,  a  moft  fevere  Winter ;  Hay  very  dear  after  laft  Year’s  Drought ; 
in  Summer  an  exceflive  Drought,  and  great  Death  of  Cattle.  March  18, 
a  Hurricane  did  great  Damage  to  England  and  Holland. 

1 56$  was  feafonably  healthy  in  the  Country  in  general.  The  Plague, 
in  London ;  a  fatal  Fever  in  Paris ;  in  Italy,,  a  hot  and  moift  Air.  The 
Sea  (as  before  in  28)  broke  in,  and  drowned  Part  of  Holland  and  moft  of 
Frizeland.  Odlober  5,  a  Hurricane,  and  the  Sea  broke  in  and  drowned  all 
there^  both  far  and  near.  A  contagious  fpotted  Fever  in  Spain. 

1569,  in  Italy  a  great  Famine,  from  long  Rains  and  Mildew.  Next 
Year  came  a  putrid  fpotted  Fever,  which  Over-run  all  Europe,  and  turned 

to- 
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to  the  Plague  in  Spain ,  then  the  fame  Fever  again.  This  Fever,  or  Plague, 
made  terrible  Havock  of  People  in  many  Places.  All  from  68  to  74  was 
a  moft  fhocking  Conftitution;  a  foutherly  Wind,  great  and  long  Rains, 
Dearth  and  Famine,  an  unhealthy,  mortal  Time,  like  a  Plague.  In  71, 
a  foutherly,  rainy,  watery,  cloudy  Harvefl: 5  but  a  much  wetter  Winter, 
conftant  Rains  and  Snow,  fevere  Cold,  North  and  Eaft  Winds  (1570,  a 
moft  rainy  Summer  in  Italy 5  a  peftilential  Difeafe  in  frent,  Venice ,  and 
Padua ;  Platina  fays  the  Plague  afflitfted  all  Italy.  Thefe  Places  fuf- 
fered  grievoufly  by  peftilential  Difeafes,  viz.  Mgr  ana ,  in  64;  Href  den, 
in  66  5  F organ ,  in  &  j  Wirtemberg ,  in  1598,  1609,  10,  26,  and  28; 
Brejlaw,  in  1607]  Franc  fort,  in  1 6 1 1  5  Berlin ,  in  16245  Fubingen ,  in 
1636).  Winter  was  ftill  worfe  to  February  15,  1 572  5  then  intenfe  Cold, 
with  continual  North  Winds,  and  thick  dark  Air  to  the  Equinox,  Froft, , 
deep  Snow,  icy  Rains,  a  late  cold  Spring,  Summer  and  Harvefl:  very  moift 
and  watery,  a  South  Wind,  and  many  fiery  Meteors.  The  Plague  was  all 
over  Poland,  a  malignant  Fever  in  Bazil,  a  frightful  Time  in  France  and 
Germany .  Then  came  the  Winter  72,  with  fuch  continual  great  Rains  as 
far  exceeded  all  paft  lince  the  Beginning  of  this  Conftitution  in  68.  Thus 
it  continued  worfe  and  worfe  all  73,  to  January  74.  Scarcity  arid  Dearth 
in  England,  chiefly  from  Corn-Hoarders  for  Exportation.  In  Augufl  be¬ 
gan,  and  reigned  two  Years,  Galen  s  H cemitriten.  A  good  Spring,  bad 
Summer,  a  foutherly  rainy  Harvefl:,  Poverty,  Fear,  Grief,  and  bad  un- 
wholefome  Food  at  home  and  abroad.  The  laft  two  Years  turned  to  the 
Plague  on  the  Continent,  Bloody  Fluxes,  Meafles,  Worms,  then  malig¬ 
nant  Fevers  and  Epilepfy.  In  72  was  a  far  brighter  Comet  than  ordinary. 
From  November  to  March  74,  a  hard  Froft,  deep  Snow,  with  freezing  icy 
Rains,  Wind  North  and  Eaft  till  Whitfunday .  Plague  in  Moravia . 

1574  brought  not  Scarcity,  yet  a  Dearth  ftill.  A  fmall  Plague  in  Lon¬ 
don.  A  Spring  like  Summer  5  a  Summer  like  a  bad  Harvefl:  5  a  Harvefl 
rainy  and  foutherly,  like  a  bad  Winter;  no  Wind  nor  Thunder;  many 
Meteors  5  Plague  after  Fevers. 

1 575,  a  good,  rich,  feafbnable,  plentiful  Year  for  all  Neceflaries  5  yet 
the  Plague  raged  in  Milan,  Padua,  &c .  It  was  brought  from  AJia  to  Ve¬ 
nice  in  rich  fine  Cloths. 

1376,  a  rainy  Summer.  The  Plague  in  Helvetia . 

1578,  Oxford  black  Afllzes.  Plague  ftill  in  Venice,  Padua,  and  Milan* 

1 57 9,  from  February  4  to  8,  Wind  North,  it  fnowed  inceflantly,  and 
in  great  deep  Drifts  5  much  People  and  Cattle  were  loft.  To  the  10th,  a 
Froft,  followed  by  great  Rains,  and  Floods  long  after,  which  did  great 
Mifchief.  April  24,  another  deep  Snow.  September  and  November 

brought 
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brought  heavy  Rains,  great  Floods,  high  Winds,  vaft  Loffes  in  Corn, 
Cattle,  and  Houfes.  April  6,  this  Year,  and  May  12,  80,  great  Earth¬ 
quakes  in  England . 

1580,  October  10  to  January y  a  Comet  in  the  South,  bufhing  towards 
the  Eaft.  From  a  rainy,  wet,  foutherly  Conftitution  for  fome  laft  Years 
in  Italy ,  followed  in  Auguft  and  September  by  a  cold  North  Wind  for  fix 
Weeks,  came  a  fatal,  malignant,  epidemic  Catarrh,  followed  by  another 
in  November .  They  raged  all  over  Europe  at  leaft,  and  wrere  the  fame  with 
that  of  1510,  91,  97,  and  1610.  Befides  all  Europe  groaned  under  a  pe- 
ftilential  Peripneumony  from  the  late  wet  foutherly  Conftitution.  A 
Bloody  Flux  prevailed  greatly  in  Germany .  The  Plague,  as  ufual,  broke 
out  in  Grand  Cairo ,  and  carried  off  500,000  People.  Of  the  Catarrh  and 
Peripneumony  died  4000.  In  Lubec ,  8000 ;  in  Hamburgh ,  3000 ;  in 
Brunfwick,  Bremen ,  and  Lunenburgh  died  incredible  Numbers.  In  France , 
a  fatal  Epidemic,  which  foon  reached  and  overipread  all  Italy ;  probably 
the  Catarrh,  &c.  above. 

1581,  in  April,  an  Earthquake  near  Fork ;  next  Night  the  like  in  Kent ; 
another  in  Peru •  In  November ,  a  fore  Plague  of  ftrange  Mice  in  Kent , 
deftroyed  by  Flights  of  ftrange  Owls. 

1582,  in  Norfolk  a  Tempeft  of  Thunder,  Lightning,  Rain,  and  large 
Hail  did  great  Mifchief  both  by  Land  and  Sea.  A  Comet  in  May.  The 
Plague  was  in  Zabern ;  but  in  Alface  and  other  Places  it  was  a  putrid  Fever. 

1583,  an  exceffive  hot  and  dry  Summer;  Dyftenteries  common. 

1584,  a  Three-acre  Clofe  in  Dofertjhire  fhifted  Places  in  one  Night. 
From  80  to  85,  plentiful  and  tolerably  healthy  Seafons,  fome  Drought 
and  great  Heat. 

1585  and  86,  both  very  rainy  Years.-  The  latter  End  of  Winter  and 
Spring  of  85  were  rainy,  the  Summer  wet  and  foutherly,  malignant 
(nothous)  Spring  Pleurifies  and  Peripneumonies  were  frequent. 

1586,  great  Rains  and  Hurricanes  caufed  a  Dearth  here  till  the  Harveft 
of  87.  Auguft  4,  a  Clofe  in  Kent  ftufted  Situation.  A  Dearth  in  Eng¬ 
land*  The  Plague  in  Hungary ,  Auftria ,  and  Furky ,  followed  by  Famine. 

1587,  an  exceffive  cold  and  dry  Spring;  Summer  and  Harveft  very  late, 
but  great  Plenty.  September  was  feverely  cold,  white  Frofts,  boifterous 
North  Winds,  Snow  and  S3eet.  Plague  and  Famine  in  the  Netherlands . 
Holland  was  almoft  under  Water.  A  great  Famine  in  Antwerp ,  Brujfels , 
and  Bruges . 

1588  and  89,  the  latter  End  of  the  firft,  and  all  the  latter,  was  rainy. 
In  88  the  Spanijh  Armada  was  defeated.  In  89,  a  fevere  frofty  Winter. 
The  Hungarian  Fever  from  Portugal  overfpread  all  England \ 
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i59°>  all  a  parching  Drought,  little  Grafs,  Hay,  Corn,  or  Wine.  Hay 
was  burnt  in  the  Fields  abroad.  In  September ,  an  Earthquake  in  Germany . 

This  Year  and  next,  a  fore  Plague  in  Spain  and  Lavonia ,  and  a  Famine 
in  Italy .  At  Trent,  a  malignant  fpotted  Fever,  which  reached  Florence  in 
92.  During  this  Dearth  in  Italy ,  a  malignant  fpotted  Fever  in  Pifiaurum ; 
a  great  Dearth,  Heat,  and  Death  of  Cattle  in  England .  This  Year  and 
next,  a  great  Plague  in  London .  Spotted  Fever  in  Florence  and  J/#/y  from 
great  Rains  and  Famine. 

1 593>  fhll  a  great  Drought  in  England,  and  fome  Plague;  Earthquakes 

in  Perfia .  _ 

1 59 5>  9'6>  (this  Year  Wheat  fold  for  ior.  a  Bufhel,  Rye  8r.  and  Bar¬ 
ley  for  2/.  1  o  s.  a  Quarter)  and  97,  all  terrible  long  heavy  Rains  and 
Floods;  a  three  Years  great  Dearth  in  England  and  Hungary .  An  unpa¬ 
ralleled  contagious,  convullive,  epidemic  Fever  in  Cologn  and  JVefiphalia ; 
a  fore  Famine  in  Italy  and  Germany ;  then  raged,  like  a  Plague,  the  above 
convulfive  Fever.  The  Plague  in  Juliers  and  Servefia ;  in  other  Places  it 
was  a  malignant  fpotted  Fever  in  Adults,  but  with  Worms  in  Children. 

1589,  the  Plague  in  London,  Litchfield,  and  Leicefier ;  all  the  three  laft 
Years  a  Famine  in  Turky ;  an  exceflive  Heat  and  Drought  in  England,  the 
Air  fwarmed  with  Infe&s,  many  fpotted  Tertians  and  Quptidians  in  Sum¬ 
mer,  and  many  inflammatory  Difeafes.  In  Harveft  the  Plague  and  Syno- 
chus  Fever,  with  Worms ;  an  exulcerating  Loofenefs.  Tho’  the  Drought 
of  90  was  great  in  Germany ,  yet  Italy  had  continual  Rains  and  great  Floods. 
By  infufferable  Heat,  Dearth,  and  Famine,  an  Epidemic,  which,  from 
Augufi  90  to  "July  91,  deftroyed,  in  Rome  only,  60,000,  viz .  a  Fever  with 
continual  Frenzy,  Flux,  and  Cough.  The  Famine  forced  many  to  feed 
on  unwholefome  and  bafeFood;  hence  a  malignant,  contagious,  con¬ 
vulfive,  epidemic  Fever,  many  Worm-Fevers,  and  a  general  Catarrh.  In 
158 7  were  living  within  the  Walls  of  Bononia  7 2,000  People;  in  the  Sub¬ 
urbs,  195,000;  within  the  Town’s  Jurifdidtion,  170,009 ;  in  all,  261,500. 
In  1598  (the  Year  we  are  upon)  the  Famine  had  left  only  207,796;  di- 
minifhed,  53,704.  In  1630  died,  within  the  Town,  of  the  Plague, 
23,691 ;  in  the  Country,  about  18,000;  in  the  whole  died,  41,691.  In 
1557  there  were  in  the  Town,  &c.  Males,  26,991 ;  Females,  30,432; 
both,  57,423.  In  1587  were  91,500;  in  57,  38,477.  In  1587  were 
261,500;  in  1657,  at  70  Years  Diftance,  in  the  whole  Country  of  Bononiay 
were  225,234  Souls ;  diminifhed  (inftead  of  Increafe)  36,266 ;  for  in  the 
Plague  and  Famine  died  95*39 5.  The  like  depopulating  Calamities  hap¬ 
pened  at  the  fame  Time  in  other  Places,  chiefly  from  the  Plague  roaming 
about. 

1 599 


* 


[  8*  ] 

1599  was  a  c°ld>  dry  Spring ;  at  Whitfunday  great  Rains  and  terrible 
Floods ;  a  hot  and  dry  June  and  July .  The  Plague,  in  Spam  and  Lisbon , 
killed  70,000  People.  A  great  Plague  on  Cattle  in  Italy. 

1600,  a  very  fevere  Winter  laft  Year ;  April  14th,  a  deep  Snow;  to 
June  cold  and  dry ;  hence  Scarcity  and  Dearth.  The  Plague  now  raged 
in  moft  Countries  in  Europe ,  and  almoft  depopulated  Spain .  In  Florence 
and  Norica,  a  terrible  Earthquake.  A  peftilential,  contagious  Cholic 
prevailed  much  at  the  fame  Time. 

1601,  the  Ait  was  loaded  with  Vapours,  at  the  Sun  Riling  elpecially, 
and  Trees  were  loaded  with  black,  rotten  Fruit.  Winter  and  Spring 
were  rainy;  June ,  July ,  and  Augujl,  exceffive  hot  and  fultry,  wet, 
moift,  and  foutherly.  In  Portugal  prevailed  a  Worm-Fever.  A  Bloody 
Flux  in  Switzerland.  In  March  and  September ,  in  Italy ,  Tertians  and 
Earthquakes.  This  Year,  in  Milany  were  alive,  310,000;  but,  in  1658, 
only  100,176.  In  Genoa ,  formerly,  were  200,000,  and  after  only  55,000; 
but  immediately  before  this  they  were  120,000.  Mantua ,  before  the 
Plague,  had  40,000,  and  after  it  only  13,000. 

1602,  a  cold,  wet  Spring  and  Summer,  a  dry  northerly  Harveft in 
Winter  the  general  Catarrh  of  1597.  An  acute  Fever  in  fome  Parts  of 
Italy .  The  Plague  in  Chejler . 

1603,  a  moift,  foutherly  Year.  A  fore  Plague  in  London,  whereof  died 
38,244  :  The  Soldiers  brought  it  from  OJlend  and  the  Low  Countries : 
Some  Remains  of  it  continued  in  the  City  till  1611,  and  killed  9000  more, 
and  was  Ipread  into  divers  Parts  of  the  Country.  The  Plague  was  in 
Chejler  in  1517  and  74,  and  1601,  3,  5,  8,  and  10.  In  Aujlria ,  Pallies 
fucceeded  by  Cholics. 

1604,  a  wet  Conftitution:  Plague  in  Spain,  and  Country  Places  in 
England 

1605,  very  wet  and  foutherly. 

1606,  a  very  rainy  Year,  a  wet  Summer,  Plague  in  London . 

1 607,  a  wefterly  Wind  drove  the  Sea  up  the  Severn,  which  did  much 
Hurt :  There  were  lix  Weeks  hard  Froft  in  Winter.  In  Saxony,  cold  Diforders 
of  the  Stomach :  A  fatal  Small-Pox  in  Italy ;  Plague  in  Wittenberg,  &c. 

1608,  a  very  wet  unequal  Year  here.  Hasmitritian,  tertian,  ardent  Fe¬ 
vers  very  frequent.  In  Italy,  a  warm,  •  moift  Spring  inconftant,  Harveft, 
Chicken-Pox  with  white  Hives,  and  no  Fever.  Bloody  Fluxes  in  Ger¬ 
many. 

1609,  from  "December  to  April  a  moft  fevere  hard  Froft.  The  fame 
in  1709  and  14;  the  Thames  like  a  folid  Highway,  preceded  by  a  moift, 
rainy  Summer. 
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1610,  an  exceflive  hot,  dry  Summer.  The  Soldiers  returning  from 
Alface  ipread  the  Hungarian  Fever.  A  general  Catarrh ;  terrible  Me¬ 
teors  ;  in  Hungary ,  Tertians. 

161 1,  a  hot  and  dry  Summer.  Plague  in  Giefen  and  Francfort.  In 
five  Months  died  of  it,  in  Conjiantinople ,  above  200,000  ;  12  or  1500  died 
daily. 

1612,  a  great  Drought.  A  Comet  in  November .  A  fore  malignant 
Fever  in  England .  Pleuritic  Peripneumony  in  Senogalia .  A  rainy  Sum¬ 
mer  and  Winter  in  Montferrat ,  then  two  Months  Snow.  A  dry,  cold 
January ,  February ,  and  March .  The  above  inflammatory  Difeafes  and 
pulmonary  Defluxions.  All  OJlober,  November,  and  December ,  great 
Hurricanes,  Storms,  and  Tempefts,  both  by  Sea  and  Land. 

1613,  all  Spring  and  Summer,  to  July  25,  conftant  Rains  and  great 
Floods ;  then  great  Drought,  and  an  open  Winter.  The  Plague  in  Loui- 
Jiana,  from  the  Caterpillers  of  1611  and  12,  and  Flefh  Flies  in  13.  A 
malignant  Epidemic  after  the  Siege  of  Montpellier . 

1614,  in  February ,  deep  Snow  in  great  Drifts;  high  Winds,  and  great 
Loflfes.  A  good  and  plentiful  Summer.  A  moll  peftilential,  depopula¬ 
ting  Small-Pox  prevailed  generally.  Sleepy  continual  Fevers  in  JJlm . 

1615,  a  wet  Summer,  and  a  frofty,  healthy  Winter.  Again,  1619,  a 
moll  (torching,  hot,  droughty  Year.  Quartans,  Epidemics,  not  fatal; 
Germany  chiefly  felt  their  Severity.  1616,  17,  and  18,  four  Comets 
in  one  Year.  An  Earthquake  in  Rhretia ;  terrible  Meteors,  great  Rains 
and  Floods  in  Turky .  Sweden,  for  the  firfl  Time,  fore  afflidled  with  the 
Scurvy. 

1619,  This  Year,  and  in  25,  29,  37,  and  54,  the  Plague  raged  in  Den¬ 
mark ;  in  JVittenberg,  in  26 ;  in  Calabria  and  Ejlinga ,  in  27;  in  France 
and  Italy ,  in  30;  in  Ratijbon ,  in  34;  in  JJlm  and  Ejlingain ,  in  35;  in 
Alt  mar ,  in  1563,  76,  82,  93,  1609,  and  1639. 

1620,  a  wonderful  Meteor  in  Medina .  In  September  the  Hungarian 
Fever  began  in  Worms ,  in  both  Armies,  and  by  difbanding  the  Soldiers  it 
was  fpread  over  all  Germany .  Plague  in  Lijbon. 

1621,  22,  and  23,  all  wet,  rainy,  fcarce,  dear  Years.  In  21  the  Small- 
Pox  were  epidemic  in  all  Ages.  In  22,  the  Hungarian  Fever  in  Heffe-, 
an  Earthquake  and  great  Mortality  in  Italy .  In  22  and  23,  an  epidemic 
Fever  in  France  with  Paroteds,  and  in  England  with  great  Deaths ;  and  in 
23  and  24  little  fhort  of  the  Plague,  in  which  it  ended  in  London  in  25. 
In  26  it  turned  to  the  fpotted  Fever  again,  which  almoft  laid  Montpellier 
wafte. 
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1624  and  25,  wet,  moift,  and  rainy  Years.  In  25  died  in  London ,  of 
the  Plague,  63,001.  It  raged  alfo  in  Berlin  and  Cologn .  In  23,  in  France ; 
in  26,  in  Tubingen ;  and  in  25  was  a  hard  Froft. 

1626  and  27,  the  fame  exceflive  Heat  as  in  16  and  17.  In  26,  a  cold 
November  and  mild  December .  In  27  the  Plague  was  in  Wittenberg ,  and 
a  Flood  in  Apulia  drowned  16,000  People.  The  Plague  i n  Argentine.  An 
Earthquake  now  in  England ,  and  another  in  34. 

1628,  the  Plague  in  Augjburgh ,  from  Famine.  Each  Time  the  Plague 
raged  in  Denmark  it  was  imported,  and  encouraged  by  bad  Air  and  Sea- 
fons.  In  26  the  former  Fever  and  Bloody  Flux  Hill  prevailed. 

1629,  the  Plague  prevailed  over  all  France .  In  Apulia  17,000  were 
loft  by  an  Earthquake.  In  Cenetay  a  fatal  malignant  Fever,  from  Famine 
and  bad  Food.  In  30  and  3 1,  a  great  Drought  and  fcorching  Heat;  hence 
a  Dearth  and  fevere  Bloody  Flux.  The  Plague  laid  Biberacum  and  XJlm 
wafte.  From  1622  to  64  it  was  ten  Times  in  Amfterdamy  viz .  in  1622, 
23,  24,  25,  26,  27,  28,  29,  36,  55,  and  64,  and  fwept  off  107,364,  be- 
fides  what  died  of  other  Difeafes.  It  was  feven  Times  in  Altmar  in  70 
Years,  befides  the  Times  before  in  1539  to  41,  1550  to  53,  and  1660. 
In  1619  it  killed  in  Grand  Cairo ,  in  ten  Weeks  only,  73,500,  without 
any  vifible  Diminution  of  the  Inhabitants ;  but  here  they  have  it  almoft 
yearly.  In  1625  died  at  Leyden ,  9597;  and  in  1635  died  there,  in  five 
Months,  14,381.  At  Harlemy  in  four  Months,  died  57 23.  In  Prague 
died  20,000  Chriftians  and  10,000  Jews.  In  1653  died  in  Dantzicky  in 
one  Week,  620.  In  1656,  it  carried  off  at  Naples ,  in  three  Months, 
300,000,  and  greatly  depopulated  Rome .  In  1657  died  in  Genoay  70,000. 
In  1618  it  was  very  fatal  to  Bergen  in  Norway.  In  1632  and  33,  and  to 
the  Winter  of  34,  very  rainy,  wet,  and  moift  Seafons,  which  ended  in  a 
hard  Froft.  In  Germany ,  malignant  Fevers,  with  Spots  or  a  Loofenefs,  or 
Inflammations  of  the  Jaws,  or  St.  Anthony's  Fire.  In  33,  a  Comet  over 
Barcelona ;  in  34,  an  Earthquake  in  London  ;  in  35,  a  Camp-Fever  was 
carried  and  fpread  over  all  Germany .  The  Plague  in  Ratijbon . 

1635,  a  warm,  moift  Spring;  the  Summer  this  Year,  and  thofe  of  36, 
37,  and  38,  exceflive  hot  and  droughty.  Tertians  over  all  England ;  the 
Plague  in  Leyden  and  EJlinga ;  Small-Pox  and  Meafles  fatal  in  Nimeguen , 
and  a  Bloody  Flux  there;  all  ended  in  the  Plague;  the  fame  in  Mentz.  The 
Winter  in  36,  mild,  not  hot;  a  hot,  droughty  Summer;  all  a  South  or 
South-Weft  Wind,  no  Rain,  and  the  Plague  in  London.  The  Years  37 
and  38  were  both  exceflive  hot  and  dry.  The  Plague  ftill  roamed  about, 
and  a  Flood  in  Holjlein  drowned  a  great  many. 

1639,  40,  41,  and  42,  a  wet,  rainy  Conftitution,  In  05lobery  40,  four 
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Days  hard  Froft ;  many  fatal  Pleurifies  in  February  after.  41  and  42  ex- 
ceffive  rainy;  43,  a  conftant  rainy  Spring,  and  a  moil  exceffive  hot  Sum¬ 
mer.  Malignant  fpotted  Fevers  prevailed  every  where,  efpecially  among 
the  Swedifh  and  Danijh  Garrifons,  and  the  Army  before  Reading ,  and 
fpread  over  all  Britain .  In  44  it  reached  the  North  of  England,  and  was 
very  fatal. 

1645  and  Part  of  46,  extremely  hot  and  dry.  The  fame  Fever  Hill  in 
Denmark.  The  Englijh  Fever  the  fame  with  that  of  1555  and  80.  In 
45,  an  epidemic,  malignant  Bloody  Flux.  The  reft  of  45,  46,  47,  and 
48,  were  uniformly  unequal,  foutherly,  windy,  cold,  rainy,  and  floody. 
In  48,  a  fpurious,  ardent  Fever  common  in  Italy ;  many  Meteors  in  Eng¬ 
land  the  Plague  in  Spain .  In  Holland  and  Frizeland  the  Sea  drowned 
1 1,000  People.  The  Plague  in  London  in  45. 

1649  was  ftill  moift  and  warm;  bilious  Fevers  in  Germany,  Dearth  in 
the  North  of  England',  Famine  in  Scotland',  Plague  in  Ireland  and  S hr  op- 
Jhire ;  an  Earthquake  in  England ;  continual  Fevers  various. 

1650,  hot  and  dry  in  Italy ;  but  great  Rains  and  fevere  Colds  here,  and 
many  Meteors.  An  Earthquake  in  the  North  of  England \  Part  of  50,  all 
51,  52,  53,  54,  and  to  the  Spring  of  56,  a  great  Drought.  In  50  we  had 
an  exceflive  hot  Summer  and  Harveft;  then  great  Rains,  followed  by  a 
moft  rigorous  Cold ;  and  that  by  a  fore  epidemic  Catarrh  and  Deflexions. 
In  51,  a  Quinfey;  great  Floods  in  France  and  Holland .  In  52,  Wheat 
fold  for  6  s.  a  Load,  Rye  for  4 s.  and  Barley  for  ioj.  a  Quarter.  A 
putrid  Synochus  in  Aquitania ;  Tertians  in  Denmark ;  Agues  in  England 
till  61.  In  55,  the  Plague  in  Holland ;  in  56,  in  Naples ,  Rome,  Candia, 
Italy ,  Genoa,  and  Bonevento.  The  Hungarian  Fever  in  Roland. 

1656,  the  Drought  continued  till  this  Spring;  the  Summer  was  hot, 
rainy,  and  foutherly.  There  were  prodigious  Rains  in  France ;  much 
People  and  Cattle  drowned,  and  many  Mills  and  Bridges  carried  down  by 
Floods.  Small-Pox  ;  fpotted  Hungarian  Fever ;  the  Plague  in  Rome , 
which  continued  two  Years;  great  Floods  and  an  Earthquake  there.  The 
Spring  and  Summer  of  57  intolerably  hot;  the  latter  End  of  Harveft  rainy, 
the  Winter  frofty;  fatal  Tertians  over  all  England. 

1658,  to  laft  Lammas  very  hot.  This  Winter,  Spring,  Summer, 
and  Lammas  as  cold.  Then,  from  December  1  to  March  1 1 ,  a  hard 
Froft,  deep  Snow,  and  North  Wind.  Cold  to  June  1.  In  April,  a  moft 
univerfal  Catarrh.  From  Augujl  1,  an  exceflive  Heat;  then  a  nervous  ' 
fpotted  Fever.  ^Tertians.  The  like  Fever,  as  above,  prevailed  in  Modena 
in  91.  59,  a  very  hot  Summer.  Tertians  ftill  reign. 

1660,  a  ftormy,  tempeftuous  Winter,  with  great  Thunder  and  Light¬ 
ning, 
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ning,  and  LofTes.  Bloody  Flux  and  Small*- Pox  abroad.  An  Earthquake 
in  France ,  atid  one  in  Leicejierjhire .  A  River  dried  in  Derbyjhirc .  A  hot 
Summer. 

1 66 1  and  2,  both  ftormy  and  unequal;  Tempefts  and  Meteors;  * Syden¬ 
ham’s  Depuratory  Fever.  Tertians  and  continual  Fevers  ftill  rife. 

1663,  a  mod:  deluging,  rainy  Autumn.  All  Brutes  were  full  of  Worms 
from  the  late  Rains.  A  malignant  epidemic  Fever ;  in  Venice  60,000  died 
of  it. 

1664  and  5  ;  64,  a  moift,  feafonable,  healthy,  good  Year ;  great  Plenty 
of  good,  wholefome  Food.  From  December  to  March ,  a  fevere  Froft. 
Summer,  very  good  and  rich;  all  Fruits,  Grain,  &c.  mod;  wholefome. 
Many  Spring  Inflammations.  The  Plague  brought  from  T urky  to  Hol¬ 
land,  thence  to  London ,  in  Bales  of  Cotton,  where  it  deftroyed  100,000. 
Epidemic  continual  peftilential  Fevers.  The  Venetian  Territories  groan¬ 
ed  under  a  fatal  Epidemic. 

1666,  a  very  droughty  Year.  Odlober  13,  a  deftrudtive  Temped: 
of  Hail  and  Whirlwind.  January  20,  an  Earthquake  in  Oxfordjhire. 
From  January  28  to  March  8,  a  Comet;  in  April  and  May ,  another. 
A  general  Temped:  of  Thunder,  Lightning,  and  Flail.  A  very  hot 
Summer. 

1667,  the  Weather  very  changeable.  Wind  North,  Air  cold,  and  wet. 
In  July  and  Augujl ,  feven  W eeks,  a  great  Heat.  An  epidemic  Fever  in 
Holland .  Small-Pox  and  variolous  Fever  in  London . 

1668,  a  wet,  unequal  Year.  A  great  Earthquake  in  Europe  and  AJiay 
a  Comet  in  Italy  and  Portugal ;  a  common  Loofenefs  and  variolous  Fever 
here.  This  is  the  laft  Year  we  find  the  Plague  mentioned  in  the  London 
Bills. 

1669,  all  to  July  extremely  cold,  a  North  Wind ;  then  intolerably  hot 
to  November.  Wind  Weft.  A  mod:  fevere  frofty  Winter.  From  Augujl 
to  January ,  a  fatal  epidemic  Tertian ;  the  like  in  78.  The  Morbus-Cho¬ 
lera  to  72.  Bloody  Flux  and  Meafles. 

1670,  a  fevere  Winter  to  the  End  of  January,  when  a  great  Flood  and 
hard  Froft  next  Night  did  inexpreflible  Mifchief. 

1671,  an  unequal,  but  not  a  bad  Winter. 

1672,  a  very  rainy  Summer  and  Harveft.  December  8th,  a  deep  Snow; 
9th,  great  Rains ;  10th,  Fits  of  Cold  and  Heat,  with  icy  Rain;  then  long, 
unfeafonable  Heat.  A  Comet  in  March  and  April.  September  2,  terrible 
Thunder  and  Lightning;  many  flow  Fevers. 

1673,  a  cold,  unfeafonable,  bad  Year;  a  late  lean  Harveft;  a  great 
Dearth  and  a  fpotted  Fever  in  Denmark . 
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1764,  February  5,  ftrange  Meteors ;  then  a  Froft  to  March  25  ;  eleven 
Days  Snow  together.  This  Year  the  Hungarian  Fever  in  Germany . 

1675,  a  cold,  northerly  Spring,  a  very  rainy  Summer,  an  unequal  Har¬ 
veft,  a  mild  Winter  without  Rain  or  Snow.  Agues  and  Catarrhs.  A 
Worm-Fever  abroad. 

1676,  in  March  and  April ,  many  Northern  Lights ;  a  very  cold  Sum¬ 
mer.  September  20,  a  fiery  Meteor.  Small-Pox  and  Meafles  in  Genoa . 

1 6 77,  a  hot  Summer  and  cold  Winter.  A  Comet  in  April  and  May. 
Bloody  Flux  epidemic.  In  Denmark^  a  Catarrh. 

1678,  Laft  two  Years  being  North  and  North-Eaft,  feldom  North- 
Weft,  chiefly  North,  Spring,  Summer,  and  Harveft  droughty,  hot,  and 
clear ;  the  Scurvy  was  epidemic  till  Augujl.  A  Fever  in  the  Head  chiefly. 
From  OElober  to  next  July  came  the  fame  Tertian  as  in  68,  and  a  Ca¬ 
tarrh. 

1679,  Oftober  one  continual  Rain;  hence  a  Catarrh.  Tertians  pre¬ 
vailed  all  the  Spring  and  Harveft. 

1680,  along,  fevere  Froft;  an  exceflive  hot  Summer;  Agues,  conti¬ 
nual  Fevers,  and  Bloody  Flux.  The  Plague  in  Mifnia . 

1681,  an  extraordinary  dry,  hot  Summer.  Agues  and  Small-Pox  in 
London . 

1682,  May  3,  an  Earthquake  in  France .  July  16,  Sicily  almoft  de- 
ftroyed  by  a  Tempeft  of  Rain.  A  fatal  ipotted  nervous  Fever  in  Dublin • 
A  grievous  Murrain  among  Cattle,  both  here  and  abroad.  Two  Comets. 

1683,  a  rainy  Summer,  efpecially  from  the  9th  to  the  16th  of  Septem - 
her,  but  warm.  An  Earthquake  in  Oxfordshire .  The  Hungarian  Fever 
in  Leyden .  The  coldeft  Winter  and  longeft  hoar  Froft  ever  remembered. 

1684,  a  fevere,  cold,  frofty  Winter,  like  the  laft,  and  a  hot  Summer. 
An  univerfal  Bloody  Flux ;  a  Catarrh ;  a  fimple  Fever.  Remarkable  Co¬ 
mets  in  September  8 1,  and  July  and  Augujl  82. 

1685,  a  moift,  warm  Year,  and  mild  Winter,  no  Froft  nor  Snow.  Lo- 
cufts  in  Languedoc. 

1686,  a  fevere  Winter,  droughty  Spring,  and  an  intolerably  hot  and  dry 
Summer.  Bloody  Fluxes.  May  22  and  July  29,  remarkable  Northern 
Lights. 

1687,  a  very  rainy  Year;  great  Floods  and  Tempefts  in  Summer; 
Plenty  of  crude,  watery  Fruits ;  Loofenefles,  and  Baftard  Agues. 

1688,  a  cold,  fiiowy  Winter,  unequal  Summer,  a  rainy  Harveft;  Ca¬ 
tarrh,  and  Loofenefles.  In  Mayy  a  flight  univerfal  Fever.  An  Earthquake 
in  Jamaica .  . 

1689,  From  March  1  o  to  05lober>  very  rainy;  fpotted  Fever  and  Fluxes. 

1690, 


1690,  rainy  to  March  1 ;  fair  to  the  10th;  deluging  Rains  to  Augujl*, 
fair  to  Oblober  1 ;  mild  to  November ,  Agues  and  wormy  Intermitten ts. 

169 1,  a  frofty  Winter ;  exceffive  hot  and  dry  Summer ;  ardent  and  in¬ 
flammatory  Fevers. 

1692,  a  rainy  Winter  and  Summer.  September  8,  an  Earthquake  in 
England ,  France,  and  Germany .  In  OBober,  a  general  Catarrh. 

1693,  unfeafonable;  Winter,  rainy,  frofty,  and  fnowy;  cold  Spring, 
conftant  northerly  Rains ;  Summer  and  Harvefl:  exceffive  hot  and  dry ; 
Winter,  warm  and  dry.  In  OBober ,  a  Catarrh,  fpotted  Fever,  Bloody 
Flux,  and  Agues. 

1694,  a  fevere  Frofl:  and  much  Snow;  a  burning-hot,  droughty  Sum¬ 
mer;  a  rainy  Winter.  Apoplexies  in  Italy . 

1695,  from  O Bober  to  April,  all  rainy. 

1696,  January  like  Summer;  March,  very  cold  and  cloudy.  From 
Eajler  to  June ,  all  heavy  Rains,  great  Floods,  and  cold ;  then  ten  fair 
Days ;  but  the  Rain  returned,  and  continued  to  September ;  then  favour¬ 
able  to  the  End.  All  Corn  and  Hay  rotted.  No  Snow  in  Winter.  Ja¬ 
nuary  24,  three  Tides  in  the  Thames. 

1697,  a  prodigious  Tempeft  of  Hail ;  no  Sun  feen  before  January  17  ; 
from  thence  to  February  11,  a  hard  Frofl:.  A  cold  North  Wind  all 
March,  and  to  April  1 1.  July  16  and  17,  Frofl:  and  Mildew;  calm  to 
Augujl  10.  By  conftant  daily  Rains  growing  Corn  fprouted  in  the  Ear; 
then  came  good  Harvefl:  Weather.  November  25,  Ice  three  Inches  thick. 
December  6,  Snow  twelve  Inches  deep ;  the  reft  like  Augujl .  Small-Pox, 
Purples,  Quinfies,  Hungarian  and  fpotted  Fevers. 

1698,  January  had  much  Snow  and  deep  Drifts ;  on  the  26th,  a  Froft; 
the  Ice  eight  Inches  thick  on  the  Sea-Coaft  of  Suffolk  on  the  29th  Day. 
March  24,  26,  April  11,  25,  27,  June  3,  and  Augujl  6,  Thunder  and 
Lightning.  February,  a  cold,  cloudy  Month ;  Wind  Eaft ;  14  Inches 
deep  Snow  on  the  26th;  Ice  four  Inches  thick.  April  22,  a  deep 
Snow;  8th,  very  cold.  May  3,  a  general  deep  Snow;  and,  to  June  18, 
very  rainy.  Augujl,  frofty ;  all  Corn  was  fprouted  in  Harvefl:.  From 
OBober  1  to  January  1,  (even  in  Suffolk,  where  this  Journal  was  taken) 
the  coldeft  Year  remembered  then  or  fince,  A  great  Dearth,  bad  Food, 
a  great  Famine,  and  an  univerfal  peftilential  fpotted  Fever. 

1699,  all  good ;  the  firft  good  Year  fince  90,  the  laft  nine  being  fuc- 

ceffively  and  exceffively  cold,  yet  it  was  a  droughty  Year;  Grafs  and  Hay 
fcarce.  The  firft  plentiful  Year  fince  94  (even  here  in  Suffolk)  which  had 
a  fevere  Winter;  Spring,  firft  warm,  then  cold,  that  Summer  and  Harvefl: 
were  very  good.  In  99,  Wheat  fell  from  10  and  1 1  s.  to  2  s.  a  Bufhel. 
A  bad  Seafon  at  Brejlaw,  with  a  fpotted  Fever.  1700* 
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1700,  to  June  15,  all  like  Summer;  the  reft  variable. 

1701,  from  March  to  January,  excellent  Weather. 

1702,  January y  February ,  November ,  and  December ,  all  rainy  and 
floody ;  the  reft  good. 

1703,  rainy  to  February  15.  May  4,  cold  Rain;  the  fame  from  the 
2 1  ft  to  the  30th;  in  June ,  from  the  5th  to  the  18th,  and  from  the  20th 
to  the  24th,  and  from  July  28  to  Augujl  1,  all  terrible  Rains  and  Floods; 
on  Oftober  26,  a  moft  memorable  Hurricane.  Agues  very  common. 
Bloody  Flux,  and  a  malignant  Fever. 

1704,  a  Drought  fcorched  the  Grafs  and  Corn.  Dyfenteries,  Agues. 

Journals  of  Weather  and  Difeafes  in  feveral  Places  being  publifhed  at 

this  Time,  which  the  Curious  may  have,  a  fhort  Account  of  them 
in  England  fhall  henceforward  fuffice  for  ordinary. 

1705,  Augujl  1 1,  a  Hurricane,  and  Drought  to  the  15th;  then  fho wry 
and  wet  to  September  7 ;  the  reft  all  a  great  Drought.  November ,  coldifh ; 
December,  rainy;  great  Lofles.  No  Rain  from  Lady-Day  to  May-Day ; 
then  wet,  and  much  Com  Ipoiled.  A  bluftering  November ,  and  a  rainy, 
floody  December .  Coughs  and  Afthmahs  rife. 

1706,  to  April  23,  very  cold.  Heat  and  Drought  to  October  26;  then 
a  wet  Time  to  January ,  1707;  dry,  but  not  fo  hot  as  of  late  Years. 
Gripes,  with  terrible  Spafms.  In  Augujl ,  Intermittents  and  Loofenefles ; 
continual  Fevers. 

1708,  this,  and  98,  the  coldeft  Spring,  Summer,  and  Harveft  of  many 
Years;  no  Spring  till  July  16.  Fevers,  with  a  Pain  in  the  Side.  Au¬ 
gujl  >  Fevers  ftill  prevail,  but  turn  to  Intermittents. 

1709,  five  Months  hard  Froft,  the  Earth  almoft  barren,  the  coldeft  of 
60  Years,  (98  excepted,  which  continued  to  September ,  this  only  to  June ) „ 
Tho’  1740  was  colder  than  either,  yet  it  was  fooner  over ;  all  three  Years 
brought  Dearth  and  Famine.  June  15  to  July  15,  and  September ,  all 
rainy.  In  1702  the  Plague  rouzed  again,  and  made  a  14  Years  Peram¬ 
bulation  on  the  European  Continent,  till  the  great  Froft  of  1716  put  an 
End  to  it.  It  fpread  in  Poitou  in  1703,  and  made  terrible  Havock  in  the 
Hungarian  Mountains;  then  went  towards  Cracow  a.n&RuJJta->  after  which 
it  fpread  Eaftward  to  Upper  Wolhinia ,  and  Weftward  to  Lemberg,  and 
raged  grievoufly  in  thefe  Palatinates ;  then  to  Rudymno ,  near  Garijlow ,  and 
ftill  went  on  further  till  it  reached  the  Sumber.  In  1705  it  got  into  Po¬ 
land,  as  far  as  Pofen .  In  1707  it  entered  and  made  great  Havock  in  War- 
Jaw .  In  1708  it  got  into  Polijh  PruJJia .  In  1709  it  entred  Dantzick  and 
it’s  Neighbourhood,  and  killed  24,533.  Copenhagen  it  deftroyed 
25,000  out  of  60,000. 

1711, 
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1 7 1 1,  a  tolerable  Year,  Whilfl  the  Plague  depopulated  the  North,  a 

three  Years  Plague  broke  out  among  the  Cattle  that  came  from  Hungary . 
They  carried  it  along  to  the  Danube ,  and  fo  fpread  it  over  Germany  and 
Italy ,  where  it  killed  whole  Herds,  yea,  the  whole  Stock  in  fome  Parts 
of  the  Country.  It  arofe  neither  from  Air,  Seafon,  nor  Food,  but  meerly 
from  the  Contagion  brought  along  with  them,  their  Saliva  left  on  the 
Failures,  and  the  Putrefadlion  of  their  dead  Bodies.  Afterward  it  affedted 
Horfes,  Swine,  &c.  ; 

1712,  The  Severity  of  this  Winter  was  little  Ihort  of  1709  here.  Wind 
North  ;  hence  inflammatory  and  catarrhous  Spring  Difeafes.  A  cold,  wet 
Summer.  In  Augufi,  Ballard  Tertians.  All  Wheat  fmutted  and  mildewed; 
Fruits  fpotted.  Univerfal  catarrhous  Fevers  in  Winter;  Ballard  Pleurifles; 
a  moll  lickly  Year,  from  North  Winds  and  great  Rains,  atended  with 
frightful  Thunder  and  Lightning,  &c. 

1713,  a  cold,  rainy  Seafon  for  15  Months.  A  malignant  fpotted  Fever 
here  and  abroad. 

1714,  a  terrible  Year  abroad.  Plague,  fpotted  and  tertian  Fevers, 
great  Famine,  Rains,  Floods,  llormy  and  cold.  In  England ,  a  very 
droughty  Year,  little  Rain  or  Grafs;  a  very  lickly,  mortal  Year  in  the 
Nation,  The  Contagion  among  the  Cattle,  from  the  Drought,  reached 
us  this  Year,  and  fpread  in  the  Country. 

1715  was  alfo  a  bad  Year  abroad.  Here  was  a  very  dry  Spring  to  the 
End  of  March;  a  fhowery  April ,  yet  Drought  ItilL  A  very  rainy  June, 
July,  and  Augufi  did  great  Damage  to  Corn,  Hay,  and  Roads.  In  March , 
Head-Achs  and  Small-Pox. 

1716,  a  very  hard,  fevere,  long  Froll,  with  much  Snow;  Catarrhs, 
Coughs,  Apoplexies.  Summer  not  hot.  Wind  Well,  or  South-Well ;  re¬ 
mitting  or  flow  Fevers.  November  and  December  mild,  dark,  and  damp; 
Pleurifles.  With  the  Thaw  in  February  came  Coughs,  Loofenefs,  Hylte- 
rics,  and  bad  confluent  Small-Pox. 

1717,  a  very  cold  Year  in  England;  but  not  fo  fevere  as  lafl,  nor  fo 
fickly.  Difeafes  fewer  and  more  mild,  tho’  the  fame.  Midfummer  and 
after,  warm  and  dry.  Remittents  and  Intermittents.  Harvelt  was  cold 
and  wet.  A  moll  fatal  continual  Fever  in  the  Well  of  Scotland  in  Ja¬ 
nuary  and  February ,  and  no  lefs  fatal  confluent  Small-Pox  in  March  and 
April .  In  Germany ,  a  healthy,  late  Spring;  only  a  fatal  Small-Pox.  A 
mild,  pleafant  Summer.  In  Harvell,  a  Dyflentery.  At  Ferrara ,  Janu¬ 
ary  and  February,  Froll  and  Snow;  inflammatory  Difeafes  and  Small-Pox. 
A  foggy*  rainy  Spring;  malignant  Fevers.  Summer,  hot  and  dry. 

17 1 5,  a  cold  Winter  here;  much  Froll  and  Snow,  Wind  North  or  Eall; 
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inflammatory  Difeafes  reigned.  A  hot  and  dry  Summer  and  Harveft ;  a 
putrid  Fever,  Intermittents  and  Tertians.  At  Berlin ,  inflammatory  Dif¬ 
eafes,  Catarrhs,  Rheumatifms,  fpotted  Fevers,  &c. 

1719.  From  May  1,  one  of  the  hotteft  Summers  remembered  in  Eng* 
landy  and  dry  withal ;  Wind  foutherly.  From  July  15  to  Augujl  1,  Wind 
North,  and  rainy ;  then,  to  November ,  hot  again ;  ftill  dry  and  warm  to 
'January.  Fevers,  putrid,  continual,  remittent,  and  intermittent.  Dif¬ 
eafes  much  the  fame  at  Berlin . 

1720.  The  Summer  and  Harveft:  were  dry,  but  not  fo  hot  as  laft. 
Both  here  and  on  the  Continent  were  Abundance  of  both  intermitting  and 
continual  Fevers ;  Inflammations  of  feveral  Sorts;  rheumatic,  arthritic, 
and  fcorbutic  Pains ;  feveral  fudden  Deaths.  A  pleafant  Summer  to  Sep¬ 
tember then  came  on  a  rainy  Time,  followed  by  Coughs,  Colds,  and 
Quinfies. 

1721.  To  September  1,  a  cold,  moift,  rainy  Seafon,  with  a  North  Wind; 
from  that  to  the  End,  calm,  mild,  and  little  Froft ;  pretty  healthy.  Inter¬ 
mit  tents  excepted.  Several  Tertians  in  Berlin ;  many  of  which  ended  in 
Apoplexies,  or  fpitting  of  Blood. 

1722.  Spring,  and  to  Midfummery  was  very  cold,  wet,  and  rainy,  the 
Wind  often  fhifting.  Tertians,  Quartans,  and  fome  Pleurifies.  In  Har¬ 
veft  Quartans  prevailed. 

1723.  Wind  was  chiefly  E aft  or  North.  A  cold,  dry  Winter  and 
Spring,  moftly  cloudy,  and  fo  continued  till  Winter.  A  moft  fatal  Small- 
Pox  raged ;  inflammatory  Difeafes  prevailed,  and  Coughs,  Rheums,  Hec¬ 
tics,  and  Confumptions.  In  Harveft:  a  lharp  Cold  brought  Loofenefles, 
Bloody  Fluxes,  and  Inflammations  of  the  Bowels ;  and  a  rainy  November 
eaufed  Pleurifies,  Rheumatifms,  and  Arthritics.  This  was  a  fickly,  mor¬ 
tal  Year  over  the  whole  Ifland ;  inflammatory  Difeafes  reigned  chiefly. 

1724.  a  cold,  rainy  Summer ;  till  the  Middle  of  Harveft  the  Wind  was 
chiefly  North ;  then  a  clear,  pleafant  Seafon,  the  Wind  South  or  North. 
Winter  began  with  a  Froft;  then  a  wet,  rainy  Time  t &  January;  yet  a 
very  healthy  Year  to  the  End  of  Harveft,  when  Loofenefles  came;  till  the 
Froft  brought  Rheumatifms,  fucceeded  with  a  favourable  Small-Pox. 

1725.  January  was  warm,  pleafant,  and  clear  *  Wind  South  or  Weft 
till  April.  In  February  came  Intermittents  and  Remittents.  In  Marcbr 
great  Snow,  North  and  Eaft  Winds^  Chincoughs  among  Children.  All 
Spring  and  Summer,  from  April  to  December ,  a  cold,  moift,  rainy  Seafon  * 
few  fair  Days,  yet  all  very  healthy;  only  in  Hatveft  a  few  inflammatory 
Illneffes. 

1726.  a  fharp  Froft;  much  Snow  and  Cold  in  January  y  hence  inflam¬ 
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matory  Diforders,  which  went  off  with  the  Thaw,  but  were  fucceeded  by  a 
BaftardPeripneumony.  In  February,  cold  Rain,  Snow  and  Froft  alternately; 
Wind  South.  With  March,  a  warm  Air,  a  clear  and  pleafant  Seafon,  and  a 
general  Small-Pox  from  Auguft  to  June  following.  A  calm,  hot,  and  dry 
May,  which  caufed  remitting  and  intermitting  Fevers ;  then  a  confluent 
Small-Pox.  June  was  moift,  rainy,  and  northerly;  Fevers  the  fame. 
July  had  Loofenefles  and  Cholera-Morbus  to  Auguft,  when  good  Weather 
returned.  September  was  a  cold,  moift  Seafon.  A  Froft  in  December ; 
then  came  inflammatory  Diforders.  The  reft  of  the  Winter  was  very 
changeable;  Rain,  Froft,  Snow,  and  Cold. 

1727.  To  the  Middle  of  April  was  exceffive  rainy,  the  Air  warmer. 
Wind  South ;  catarrhous,  arthritic,  and  rheumatic  Difeafes  were  very 
common.  To  May  15,  warm  and  pleafant;  then  came  Intermittents 
and  Remittents,  with  more  irregular  Fits ;  then  much  Rain,  and  North 
Wind.  This  variable  State  of  Air  and  Wind  continued  to  July  1 ;  then 
was  warmer.  The  former  Fevers  raged  ftill.  July  17,  after  the  rainy 
Seafon  and  great  Floods  was  an  Earthquake  in  Warwickjhire .  In  Septem¬ 
ber  were  many  Intermittents.  September,  and  to  paft  the  Middle  of  Oc¬ 
tober,  was  cold  and  wet,  but  ended  with  Froft  and  a  North  Wind ;  then 
inflammatory  Difeafes  expelled  the  Agues ;  but  the  moift  Seafon  returned 
with  a  Thaw,  and  Agues  became  univerfal.  December  ended,  and  Janu¬ 
ary  began,  with  three  Weeks  hard  Froft,  Snow,  Cold,  and  North  Wind; 
hence  Quartans,  and  Diforders  of  the  Lungs.  February  was  warm. 
This  was  a  barren,  dear  Year ;  Oats  20  s.  a  Quarter,  Wheat  7  x.  a  Bufhel. 
At  Plymouth,  Coughs,  with  great  Defluxions,  and  fwelling  of  the  Glands. 

1728.  A  frofty  January,  February,  warm  and  rainy.  From  March  15, 
three  Weeks  North  Wind,  Snow  and  Rain;  then  very  warm  to  Augujl, 
when  a  Fortnight's  Rain  came.  Cold  and  dry  to  September  1 ;  cold  and 
rainy  to  November  1 5  ;  then  much  Snow ;  two  Weeks  Froft,  ending  with 
a  dry  Weft  Wind.  December  1 3,  a  great  Snow,  followed  by  fix  Weeks  hard 
Froft.  Fevers,  Quotidians,  Tertians,  Quartans,  Remittents,  putrid,  fpotted. 

1729.  February  ended  with  pretty  much  Snow.  March  and  April,  a 
dry,  eafterly  Wind.  May  15,  cold  and  rainy;  but  warmer,  with  an 
eafterly  -Wind,  to  July  1 5  ;  only  from  the  ift  to  the  1 5th  of  May  a  North 
Wind,  and  very  much  cold  Rain.  Chincough,  Rheumatifms,  Inflamma¬ 
tions,  a  general  Scabbinefs.  All  low  Grounds  forely  affli&ed  with  obfti- 
nate  Quartans  and  Tertians.  At  Plymouth ,  Rheumatifms,  Arthritics,  fuf- 
focating  Coughs,  fatal  to  the  Afthmatic  and  Confumptive.  In  May,  in¬ 
flammatory  Fevers  and  Chicken-Pox;  in  June,  Eryfipelas  and  Small-Pox; 
in  July ,  a  putrid  Fever,  Itch,  and  Scabbinefs ;  in  November,  an  univerfal 
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Catarrh.  At  York,  Augujl  brought  a  whole  Tribe  of  Intermittents  and 
Remittents.  A  moift  Chincough  among  Children.  From  September  15 
to  December  15,  a  foutherly,  moift,  rainy,  cloudy,  foggy  Seafon,  far  be¬ 
yond  all  the  late  preceding  Years  Rains.  But  in  the  South  it  was  more 
changeable  than  rainy,  where  they  had  little  Rain  or  Snow  to  open  their 
Springs,  lince  their  great  Snow  in  January  1725,  and  had  very  little  Rains 
till  17 34.  Yet  29  was  a  moft  plentiful  Year  of  all  good  Food;  the  Dearth 
that  continued  two  or  three  Years  ceafed,  and  all  Grain  fold  at  a  fourth 
Part  of  the  late  Price.  After  the  End  of  December ,  no  great  nor  long 
Rains  before  1733,  and  all  plentiful.  The  Winters  were  warm,  due 
Rains  fell  in  proper  Seafons.  Only  December  21,  1730,  great  Rain  in  the 
South,  and  great  Snows  in  the  North  on  the  9th  oi  January ;  but  not  in 
the  South,  the  Wind  being  North  and  North-Eaft.  In  31  the  Drought 
came  to  a  general  Calamity  in  the  South  and  Weft  of  England,  as  July , 
Augujl ,  and  September  were  fcorching-hot  and  dry.  January ,  February, 
and  March,  32,  continued  cold,  and  no  Spring  before  June  15;  then 
warmer,  but  the  Earth  hard  and  dry.  Wet  the  latter  End  of  Harveft. 
November,  cold,  rainy,  and  fnowy  to  December  16.  From  January  15, 
33,  a  warm  South  Wind  to  February,  a  kindly  but  moft  mortal  Seafon- 
without  the  Plague.  March  cold;  but  the  13th  and  22d  rainy.  April 
and  May  cold  and  dry;  then,  to  July  8,  exceffive  hot  and  dry.  A  plen¬ 
tiful  Year.  From  Augujl  to  January,  warm,  growing  Summer  Weather;;, 
but  three  Weeks  Froft  in  January  put  all  back. 

1730.  As  feveral  ingenious  and  eminent  Phyficians  have  favoured  us 
with  excellent  Hiftories  of  the  moft  prevailing  Difeafes  both  in  the  North 
and  South  of  England,  from  1728  to  J748,  we  fhall  only  give  a  brief  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  Weather  and  Food  in  thofe  Years,  and  then  be  a  little  more 

particular  to  the  prefent  Time. - 1730.  1°  January ,  three  Days  Snow; 

then  warm  to  the  End  of  February,  which  brought  fome  more  Snow. 
March  15,  rainy.  In  1729  ended  the  Dearth  and  Scarcity  of  27  and  28. 
From  July  1  to  September  29,  the  Wind  was  North,  North-Eaft,  or  Eaft;- 
after  September,  Weft  or  foutherly,  with  the  greateft  Rains  and  Floods 
(fmce  1725)  till  December  15.  From  that  were  no  great  nor  lafting  Rains 
before  J733  (except  on  December  21,  1730,  January  9,  3  1,  a  great  Snow 
in  the  North)  only  local  feafonable  Showers,  and  great  Plenty  :  The  Win¬ 
ters  were  warm. 

173  j,  a  great  Drought  from  July  to  November 

1732,  a  Drought  to  April,  and  very  cold  to  Ju?ie  15  ;  afterwards  much 
warmer,  but  dry.  The  Harveft  ended  wet  and  warm.  November,  to  the 
24th,  cold,  fnowy,  rainy,,  and  frofty.  To  Dec,  1 6,  a  warm  South  Wind.. 

*733; 
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1 73 3 •  February  and  March  very  cold;  on  the  13th  and  22d,  great 
Rains.  April  and  May  cold  and  dry.  From  June  4  to  July  8,  exceffive 
hot.  Some  Rains  in  Augujl .  From  thence  to  January ,  Summer  Wea¬ 
ther,  and  great  Plenty. 

1734.  In  January  three  Weeks  Froft.  From  the  End  of  this  Month 
to  December  3 7,  all  wet,  rainy  Years;  but  chiefly  34  and  35.  The  Year 
38  was  dry,  like  31  and  33.  39,  wet  and  rainy,  like  29 ;  efpecially  Ja¬ 
nuary,  February ,  April ,  Augujl ,  October,  and  November .  38  and  39  were 

extraordinary  rich  and  plentiful  Years.  From  December  39  to  May  40, 
was  the  greateft  Froft  England  has  felt  for  300  Years  part ;  yet  not  fo  cold 
as  1698  or  1709.  In  40  and  41  was  a  Famine.  On  June  12,  34,  began 
the  long  wet,  cold  Seafon,  and  continued  to  February  2,  36;  then  frofty 
Nights  to  June ;  very  hot  to  Augujl  6 ;  cold  and  rainy  to  the  27th ;  clear 
and  hot  to  September  4;  then  cold.  From  Offiober  17,  a  continued  Drought, 
but  changeable  Air.  February  and  March ,  37,  exceffive  cold.  From  the 
6th  of  February  to  the  6th  of  March  fell  28  Inches  ^nd  a  Half  deep  of 
Snow.  No  Rain,  but  all  very  cold  and  variable.  A  cold  Eaft  Wind  all 
April .  May ,  hot  and  dry.  June ,  to  the  16th,  cold  and  dry;  then  a 
Month  hot  and  dry.  From  July  20  to  Augujl  25,  cold,  cloudy,  windy, 
fhowery,  ftormy,  like  a  bad  October',  but  thence,  to  September  22,  warm 
and  pleafant ;  to  the  End,  Rain,  Sleet,  and  Snow.  Oblober ,  to  the  21ft, 
temperate;  then  hard  frofty  Nights,  and  Northern  Lights.  November  was 
very  good ;  December ,  moift,  wet,  and  foutherly.  This  was  a  dry  incon- 
ftant  Year  to  October  29;  then  all  moift  to  January  14,  yet  little  Rain 
to  February  15.  A  lovely  warm  Spring  to  the  17th;  then  three  Nights 
hard  Froft,  and  dry,  cold,  and  changeable  to  the  End. 

1738,  to  March  23,  cool  and  pleafant.  A  warm,  dry,  cloudy  Spring  to 
April  1  o,  which  had  much  Rain  ;  then  feveral  cold  Days,  with  fome  Rain, 
Sleet,  and  Snow.  April  10,  to  June  2,1,  cold  and  moift,  yet  no  great 
Rains;  to  September  7,  good,  dry,  and  healthy ;  to  October  4,  very  wet, 
A  dry  Year ;  Water  fcarce  in  December . 

1739  *.  January  began  with  high  Winds,  great  Rains,  Sleet,  Snow, 
and  Floods.  The  firft  of  February  the  fame ;  from  that  to  March  4,  a 
warm,  early  Spring;  cold  to  the  12th;  from  the  14th  to  the  21ft  fell  26 
Inches  deep  of  Snow  and  Hail,  befides  12  Inches  deep  on  the  5th  and  9th 
of  February ,  but  very  little  Rain.  From  March  21  to  April  23,  tempe¬ 
rate  ; 

*  The  great  Froft  began  December  25,  and  continued  eight  Weeks  with  fome  Relents,  but  was  not  out 
of  the  Earth  before  June  40,  Tho’  38  .md  39. were  uncommonly  plentiful  in  Corn,  Grafs,  and  Hay,  yet 
in  40  began  Floods,  a  Famine  of  all  three.  Wheat  was  7/.  a  Bufhel,  Rye  5/.  Malt  36/.  a  Quarter  ,  and 
Hay  from  four  to  fix  Guineas  a  Tun.  In  41  all  rofe  much  higher.  A  fhocking  Time  for  the  Poor ;  neither 
Money  nor  Trade  in  the  Nation,  which  was  engaged  in  a  foreign  bloody  War  ;  but  an  uncommon  Spirit  at 
Chanty  and  Liberality  among  the  Rich,  was  a  great  Relief  to  the  Poor  in  moft  Towns. 
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rate;  to  the  24th,  feverely  cold.  On  the  3d  and  4th  much  Snow ;  fe- 
verely  cold  to  the  24th.  On  the  25th,  much  Thunder;  to  May  the  6th, 
great  Rains.  May  very  hot;  June ,  to  the  13th,  wet;  to  the  20th,  dry; 
to  the  27th,  rainy;  but  ended  dry.  July,  very  wet  and  changeable.  An - 
gujl,  cold,  wet,  cloudy,  and  unpleal'ant.  From  Auguji  22  to  OElober  1, 
fell  more  Rain' than  in  38:  A  Shocking  Time;  Floods  almoft  daily. 
From  October  14  to  the  End,  frofty  Nights.  November  21  to  December  9, 
wet,  rainy,  fleety,  and  floody  :  A  Ihocking  Time  to  the  25  th,  that  the 
greateft  Froft  in  our  late  Records  began;  efpecially  on  December  29,  30, 
31,  January  2,  and  February  22,  which  were  all  fevere  beyond  Expref- 
lion. 

1740.  This  Cold  continued  till  June  21,  few  Days  excepted.  June 
and  July  colder  than  ordinary.  A  great  Drought  till  Auguji ,  which  was 
very  unequal,  cold,  and  moift,  without  much  Rain.  From  December  20 
to  27,  a  conftant  Shift  of  Rains  and  Froft,  moft  undefirable.  Septem¬ 
ber  28,  brifk-ru nning  Rivers  were  frozen  over.  Offiober  was  bitterly  cold. 
November  1 ,  Rain,  Sleet,  and  Snow ;  great  thick  Sheets  of  broken  Ice 
raifed  a  moft  memorable  deftruftive  Flood.  December  8  to  22,  all  Snowv 
Froft,  and  Floods ;  very  terrible. 

1741.  December  28  to  January  7,  a  charming  Spring;  to  the  17th,  a 
hard  Froft;  to  the  24th,  a  Thaw  and  fmall  Rain;  to  the  29th,  a  Froft; 
then  a  fweet  Sealbn  to  February  25 ;  tempeftuous  to  the  End.  March , 
good  to  the  10th ;  to  the  End,  cold,  dry,  frofty,  milling,  a  North  Wind, 
and  much  Snow.  April  and  May ,  one  continual  Drought,  and  often  hot. 
June  1  to  Auguji  22,  Heat  and  Drought,  with  rich,  unequal,  local  Show¬ 
ers  :  The  22d  and  23d  brought  the  firft  general  Rains.  Drought  again 
to  September  7 ;  then  five  Days  general  continued  Rain  opened  all  the 
Springs,  and  loftened  the  hard-crufted  Earth.  This  was  the  hotteft  and 
calmeft  Summer  fince  1719.  The  reft  of  September  calm  and  warm. 
October ,  haizy,  fultry,  and  moift  Air;  Frofts,  few  and  fmall.  November , 
clear  and  warm,  with  fmall  Nights  Froft.  From  the  17th  to  the  26th, 
rainy,  milling,  and  warm ;  to  December  4,  clear  and  hot,  like  July ;  to  the 
24th,  calm  and  foggy ;  then  a  very  hard  Froft,  and  Snow  12  Inches  deep. 

1742.  To  January  3,  a  Thaw;  to  the  10th,  a  hard  Froft.  On  the 
1 2th  fell  feven  Inches  deep  of  Snow ;  on  the  1 3th  and  14th,  great  Floods ; 
from  the  17th  to  the  24th,  fair ;  fome  Ihowery  Days ;  on  the  25th,  Nor¬ 
thern  Lights.  A  few  Showers  in  February  and  March ;  all  the  reft  dry 
to  June  18  ;  then  dropping  Showers  to  July  1 ;  to  the  2  2d,  a  Drought, 
and  to  September  5 ;  then,  to  October  10,  frequent  Showers.  From  Oc¬ 
tober  16  to  November  8>  raw,  moift,  milling,  Ihowery,  and  rainy;  from 

the 
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the  8th  to  the  15th,  a  clear  Froft;  to  the  23d,  fieety,  fhowery,  and  rainy; 
from  the  26th  to  December  3,  a  Froft;  from  the  8th  to  the  20th,  Froft; 
from  the  25th  to  the  27th,  Froft;  then,  to  'January  7,  wet,  rainy,  and 
fhowery. 

1743.  January  j  to  13,  and  from  the  15th  to  the  21ft,  then  to  Febru¬ 
ary  2,  all  clear  Froft.  February  3  to  7,  rainy  and  fhowery;  the  nth, 
rainy ;  the  reft  all  dry,  with  fome  fmall  Frofts.  A  moft  mild,  dry  Win¬ 
ter,  and  great  Want  of  Water.  March  18  to  April  10,  feveral  fmall 
Showers,  or  Flights,  of  Snow.  From  March  9  to  April  28,  a  remarkable 
cold  Drought.  July  was  very  wet;  then  no  more  till  OBober.  A  Drought 
again  to  February  1744.  In  the  End  of  February ,  all  March,  and  moft 
of  April,  foaking  Rains ;  all  Springs  were  opened.  September  and  OBober 
had  great  and  almoft  conftant  Rains ;  much  Wheat  was  fpoiled  or  loft. 
The  Winter  was  cold  and  moift,  as  the  Summer  was  droughty.  This 
concludes  the  fifth  Year’s  Drought  fince  39. 

1745.  All  February  and  Part  of  March  was  a  hard  Froft;  then  much 
Rain  to  March  20;  fome  fine  Days  after;  then  fome  cold  Rains.  A  cold 
Summer.  June  and  Augujl  very  rainy.  A  windy  Spring  and  Beginning  of 
Summer.  Harveft  calm  and  fine  to  the  End  of  OBober .  November  and 
December ,  dark,  cloudy,  milling,  wet  Weather,  with  a  few  fmall  {harp 
Frofts. 

1746.  In  January,  Frofts,  Thaws,  Wind,  and  a  deep  Snow  towards 
the  End  of  it.  Frofts,  Snows,  and  Rains  to  the  Equinox.  The  reft  of 
March  partly  fine,  and  pretty  wet ;  the  reft  of  the  Spring,  a  Mixture  of 
Dry  and  Cold.  All  May  was  hot ;  June ,  wet  and  windy ;  July,  and  to 
OBober,  dry  and  good;  then  rainy.  Winter  was  very  mild. 

1747.  January  and  Part  of  February ,  mild  and  wet ;  near  the  End  of 
February,  Froft  and  Snow.  All  March  was  cold  and  dry.  April,  a  fine 
Seed-Time.  May  began  dry,  but  foon  turned  to  wet ;  a  rainy  Seafon  fol¬ 
lowed  till  July  6  ;  then  a  Drought  to  the  End  of  November,  when,  in  one 
Night,  fell  two  Feet  deep  of  Snow,  followed  by  great  Rains  and  Floods. 
The  reft  of  the  Winter  not  very  wet ;  but  feveral  fmall  Snows  and  Frofts 
in  March,  yet  never  above  three  Days  at  once.  January  and  February 
were  often  foggy,  and  had  white  Rhines. 

We  fhall  be  a  little  more  particular  upon  the  following  Years,  as  I 
have  feen  no  other  Author  upon  the  fame  Subject  fince  48. 

1748.  January  and  February,  often  foggy,  and  white  Frofts.  This 
was  the  coldeft,  lateft  Spring  I  ever  faw  ;  no  Signs  of  it  before  March  15; 
then  a  full  Stop  till  after  the  20th  of  April .  No  Grafs  the  29th;  Wheat, 
on  Clay  Ground,  feemed  chilled  and  loft.  Then  came  on  the  Spring  at 

once 
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once'iurprizingly  faft  and  plentiful;  warm,  fhowery  Weather,  with  Thun¬ 
der,  haftened  it  on.  June  n,  great  Heat,  and  very  wet;  on  the  12th 
and  13th,  36  Hours  Thunder;  a  hot,  fhowery  Month;  great  Plenty  of 
Grafs;  hut  the  early  Hay-Time  being  wet,  much  was  badlv  got ;  the  lat¬ 
ter  Hay-Time  very  good.  A  rich,  plentiful  Harveft ;  the  firft  Part  good, 
and  well  got;  the  latter,  but  indifferently.  From  the  14th  to  the  24th 
of  Anguji ,  fhowery;  then  calm,  clear,  fair,  and  pleafant  to  OElober  14; 
then  fome  calm,  frofty  Nights,  followed  by  a  little  Rain ;  the  Ground  was 
dry,  and  Water  fcarce.  A  dry,  warm,  mild,  and  open  December;  and 
moft  of  January  open  and  wet,  with  now  and  then  two  or  three  fiharp 
Days.  The  Fields  were  green  to  February  1,  which  was  a  calm,  cloudy, 
foggy  Month;  yet  the  Spring  was  backward,  with  cold  Seafons,  and 
fome  Froft  to  the  End  of  March . 

1749.  January  was  wet;  the  former  Part  windy,  mild,  and  open;  to¬ 
wards  the  End,  broken  Frofts.  February  begun  wet;  but  foon  turned 
frofty,  and  was  followed  by  calm  Weather;  fine  and  warm  for  a  few 
Days;  then  turned  dark,  cloudy,  or  mifty.  March  was  calm  and  wet; 
it  begun  warm,  but  Things  did  not  put  forward;  the  reft  was  chiefly  cold. 
April  was  a  dry,  pleafant  Month;  the  Spring  came  on  flowly,  and  Rain  was 
wanting  at  the  End  to  bring  up  the  laft-fown  Corn.  May  begun  and  end¬ 
ed  cold;  the  Middle  was  hot;  it  was  dry  in  this  Country,  and  late-fown 
Corn  bad.  June ,  for  the  Seafon,  was  wet  and  very  cold;  but  it  ended  dry 
and  hot,  and  a  fine  Hay-Time.  To  July  5,  moftly  hot  and  dry,  with 
Thunder,  and  feveral  Showers.  Augujl  was  fhowery  at  firft;  but  in  general 
it  was  a  hot,  dry,  burning,  calm  Month,  and  a  lovely  Harveft.  a September 
alfo  was  a  pleafant,  calm  Month,  with  fweet  refrefhing  Rains  about  the 
Middle.  Oftober  alfo  was  a  calm  Month,  and  moftly  dry  and  mild;  the 
Middle  was  fine,  but  fometimes  cloudy,  calm,  and  moift.  Towards  the 
F  End  it  grew  wetter,  being  Rain  almoft  every  Night.  November  was  a 
dry,  calm,  mild,  and  dark  Month.  December  was  at  firft  dry  and  mild, 
then  windy  and  wet;  after  that,  broken  Frofts  till  near  the  End.  The  Be¬ 
ginning  of  the  Year  was  chiefly  windy,  wet,  and  mild;  except  at  the  End 
of  January  and  February ,  which  was  frofty,  and  then  mild  again ;  yet  the 
Spring  was  backward;  the  reft  of  the  Spring  was  dry,  and  late-fown  Corn 
did  not  come  up  well.  The  Summer  was  very  irregularly  hot,  being  at 
different  Times  hotter  and  colder  than  ufual ;  the  Crops  were  good  and 
well  gotten.  The  Autumn  was  very  dry  and  fine,  even  to  the  /horteft 

Day,  when  it  turned  wet,  or  Frofts  to  the  End. - From  January  14  the 

Small-Pox  flopp’d  at  once ;  never  a  healthier  Time  known  till  the  latter 
End  of  April  or  5th  of  May,  that  the  hot  Weather  began,  when  Hecftics 
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became  riper  than  ordinary  among  weak,  flender,  phthifical  People,  Tip¬ 
plers,  Whetters,  and  Drammers.  Such  had  a  general  Relaxation,  and 
fome  had  Swellings  on  their  extreme  Parts ;  they  had  a  quick,  fmallPulfe; 
fudden  and  frequent  Returns  of  Heats  and  Colds,  with  great  Weaknefs 
and  Anxiety ;  and  Pain  in  the  Bread  and  Side.  They  were  thirfty  and 
fliort-breathed,  had  a  fevere  Cough  and  much  Phlegm ;  their  Urine  was 
high-coloured,  then  broke,  and  let  fall  a  large,  white,  and  clayey-colour¬ 
ed  Sediment;  but  when  it  turned  clear  the  Cafe  was  worfe;  they  coughed 
mod  of  the  Night,  and  had  profufe  Morning  Sweats.  The  Cure  con¬ 
fided  in  fmall  Bleeding,  blidering  the  pained  Side,  and  a  drong  Decoc¬ 
tion  of  Pedtorals  boiled  up  to  a  Kind  of  thin  Extract;  and,  when  cold  and 
drained,  four  Times  as  much  Nevil-Holt  Water  was  put  to  it;  Dofe  four 
Ounces,  often  in  a  Day ;  with  an  Eledtuary  of  Conferve  of  Hips,  red 
Rofes,  Sperma  Caeti,  Nitre,  limple  Powder  of  Arum  Root,  Poteriuss  An- 
tihedlic,  &c.  and  at  Night,  to  check  the  Cough,  a  Draught  of  Corn- 

Poppy  Water  and  Syrup,  with  dulcified  Spirit  of  Nitre. - In  April  and 

May  hidden  Loofenefles  were  common,  and  fome  had  the  Cholera-Mor¬ 
bus.  Now  all  Diforders  were  attended  with  a  great  Propenfity  to  a  Loofe- 
nefs ;  fo  that  it  was  not  only  unfafe  to  give  Laxatives,  but  Gum  Ammo¬ 
niac,  fait  Draughts,  pedtoral  Decodlions,  Lemon  Juice,  they  all  occafion- 
ed  a  Loofenefs.  Thefe  few  hedtic  or  peripneumonic  Diforders  continued 
frequent  all  Summer.  Some  Cholics  and  Haemoptoes. — In  Odlober  were 
fome  pleuritic  Complaints;  but  the  old  bilious  Fevers  were  more  numerous 
than  all  the  red ;  they  began  in  July,  continued  all  Harved,  and  dwindled 
out  in  Winter,  and  declined  gradually  both  in  Vigour  and  Danger.  Their 
Method  of  treatment  was  the  fame  as  formerly. 

1750.  February  begun  moid  and  warm;  then  very  dry,  and  often  hot. 
An  early  Spring,  and  good  Seed-Time ;  but  too  dry  for  Beans  and  Peafe; 
hence  they  were  the  only  Crops  that  failed.  There  were  many  Earth¬ 
quakes,  which  greatly  alarmed  the  Nation,  efpecially  London . — In  January 

were  fiery  Heavens ;  in  February ,  many  Aurora  Bore  ales. - March  was 

dry  till  near  the  End ;  great  Want  of  Water.  The  Spring  was  dopped  a 
Month  in  March  and  April . — May  was  dry  and  cold. — June ,  fhowery, 
with  Ibme  hot  Days ;  hence  Plenty  of  Grafs  and  Hay. — July ,  to  the  9th, 
too  hot  for  the  Climate ;  then  Thunder,  Rains,  fhowery,  and  dormy  to 
Augujl  14.  A  fad  Beginning  of  Harved,  yet  great  Plenty  of  good  Corn, 
and  well  got.  After  a  windy  Augujl  came  a  dry,  calm,  cloudy  September . 
A  fine  Odlober ,  but  ended  with  a  fevere  hard  Froft,  and  great  Want  of  Wa¬ 
ter,  till  the  plentiful  Rains  on  the  13th  and  14th  of  December  opened  all 
Springs,  when  the  moderate  Rain  of  the  5th  of  November  pad  was  drained 
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off  again.  A  warm,  dark,  rnifty,  cloudy  Chrijlmas ;  a  very  wet  Winter 
till  January  22;  then  a  fharp  Froft,  and  dry  to  February  15;  then  ftormy, 
wet,  rainy  Weather  to  March  25.  Tho’  there  were  no  long  heavy  Rains 
aor  great  Floods  in  the  Spring  1750,  yet  all  Roads  were  very  bad;  Plow¬ 
ing  and  Sowing  kept  back ;  the  Earth’s  Surface,  a  Bogg;  yet  it  was  very 
dry  below  ;  no  Springs  having  been  opened  the  laft  three  Winters  before 
December  14,  yearly ;  but  for  all  the  fmall  Rains  that  fell  from  April  14 
to  July  1 5,  yet  the  Drought  came  to  a  great  Extremity ;  from  July  1 
to  15,  in  Paftures  and  mown  Fields,  all  being  red  or  white.  From  July  8 
to  15,  we  were  fhifted  into  the  Torrid  Zone;  but  on  the  18th,  19th, 
and  20th,  the  Heat  was  as  great  as  in  South-Carolina :  That  Heat  killed 
feveral  People  at  Work  in  the  Fields,  many  Horfes  fell  down  dead  on  the 
Roads,  under  their  Loads  and  Draughts,  and  Corn  ripened  before  it  was 

duly  filled. - From  December  14  to  May  1,  1748,  tho’  there  was  neither 

great  Rains  nor  Floods,  yet  the  Roads  were  never  fo  full  of  Water  fince 
the  Spring  of  1729.  The  Spring  after  February  25,  tho’  cold,  was  very 
healthy.  With  April  came  in  feveral  Colics  and  inflammatory  Diforders, ' 
as  flow  Peripneumonies,  Hedies,  &c.  Upon  the  whole,  it  was  cold  to 
June  1 7,  then  four  Days  exceffive  Heat;  after  that  tolerable  March  Wea¬ 
ther  to  July  8,  that  the  Heat  began,  which  fo  rarefied  the  Blood,  and  re¬ 
laxed  the  Solids,  that  a  third  Part  of  all  People  was  feized  at  once,  either, 

1  ft,  by  cuticular  Eruptions  (red  or  fcarlet  and  a  little  fwelled)  as  if  they  had 
rolled  naked  in  a  Nettle  Bed.  This  was  cured  by  moderate  Bleeding,  two 
or  three  Dofes  of  Glauber  s  Salts,  and  the  Ufe  of  cooling  Acids.  2dly,  A 
fudden  profufe  Diarrhaea,  with  large  bilious  Stools,  with  fome  griping;  a 
few  Dofes  of  torrified  Rhubarb  and  Acids  took  off  this  Diforder.  jdl y,  A 
flow  Fever,  whofe  Charaderiftic  was  a  conftant  fevere  piercing  Pain  at  the 
Pit  of  the  Stomach,  fo  as  not  to  endure  a  Touch  of  the  Finger,  or  Weight 
of  Bed-Cloaths;  and  a  Swimming,  Giddinels,  or  Stupor  of  the  Head,  with 
little  or  no  Pain.  The  other  Symptoms  were,  univerfal  Wearinefs,  Weak- 
nefs  and  Faintnefs,  Langour,  and  conftant  Diarrhaea  through  the  whole 
of  the  Fever,  (if  not  prevented  at  firft-by  a  Vomit  of  Ipecacuana  and  Vine* 
gar  of  Squills,  which  either  prevented  the  Fever  going  further,  or  made  it 
more  tradable  through  it’s  whole  Courfe)  obftinate  Watchings  and  Deliri¬ 
um  increafed  by  any  Opiates  5  picking  the  Bed-Cloaths ;  fome  had  great 
Thirft,  others  none;  the  Tongue  was  covered  with  a  white  or  yellow 
Mucus ;  afmaller  flower  Pulfe  than  in  Health ;  the  Head  was  moft  affeded; 
others  had  a  fmall  quick  Pulfe,  fcarce  perceptible  ;  their  Urine  was  fome* 
times  clear  and  pale ;  other  Times  high  coloured,  or  whitifh,  and  let  fall 
a  large  whitifti.  Sediment ;  many  were  fpotted  all  over..  If  the  Sick  were 
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let  Blood,  it  weakened  their  Strength  and  Pulfe,  increafed  the  Langour, 
made  the  Fever  more  dangerous,  or  protracted  it  to  the  30th  or  40th  Day. 
The  Difeafe  weakened  the  Head  and  Nerves,  and  left  a  Sillynefs,  Deafneis, 
or  Weaknefs  on  the  Nerves  long  after;  and  the  Fever  required  ftronger 
corroborant  Cordials  than  ufual.  The  Cure  confifted  in  giving  an  early 
Vomit,  encouraging  a  gentle  Coolnefs,  the  Ufe  of  vegetable  acid  Drinks,  as 
Lemonade,  Lemon  or  Sorrel  Teas ;  and  if  the  Sick  were  faint,  Contrayerva 
Root,  ConfeCtive  Cardiaca,  vel  Raleighana,  Valerian  Root,  and  fmalF 
Draughts  near  the  Height.  If  there  was  Pain  of  the  Head,  or  great  Stu¬ 
por,  or  a  very  weak  low  Pulfe,  Blifters  were  applied.  A  little  red  Wine, 
a  well-aired  or  ventilated  Room,  and  Cowflips  Flower,  or  Poppy-Head 
Tea,  at  Night.  This  Fever,  Fluxes,  and  Cholera-Morbus,  continued  all 
very  favourable,  if  rightly  managed;  none  died  of  the  Fever,  but  fome, 
(very  few)  young  ftrong  Perfons,  though  above  Half  were  fpotted. 

From  the  End  of  Augnjl  to  the  Middle  of  October,  reigned  a  moft  favour¬ 
able  Mealies,  which  afterwards  degenerated  into  a  far  worfe  Kind ;  in  fe- 
veral  the  Eruptions  being  fucceeded  either  by  a  ftrong  colliquative  HeClic, 

or  Diarrhoea,  which  being  of  difficult  Cure,  was  often  fatal. - The  Storm 

of  Froft  and  Snow  in  the  End  of  Ottober  occaftoned  a  Catarrh  in  many, 
followed  by  an  Inflammation  of  the  Throat,  cured  by  Bleeding.  The  firft 
Week  of  November  being  very  rainy,  was  followed  by  feveral  Paralytic 
and  Dropfical  Diforders.  In  the  Storm  in  the  laft  Week  of  Ottober,  there 
began,  and  continued  to  December ,  the  moft  univerfal  and  fevere  catarr- 
hous  Fever  among  Horfes  ever  known;  not  one  Horfe  of  an  hundred  in 
'England  efcaped  it,  and  Abundance  died  of  it.  Such  as  were  kept  out  at 
Grafs,  and  not  taken  into  the  Houfe,  got  moft  eafily  over  it.  Juft  at  the 
breaking  out  of  this  Diftemper  the  mad  Staggers  killed  many  fine  Horfes. 
The  Cattarrh  among  People,  tho’  it  was  not  fo  fevere  as  it  often  is,  yet 
many  of  all  Ages  had  it,  more  or  lefs. 

1751.  All  April  and  till  May  15,  fell  moft  fhockings  Rains,  but  May 
1 3  exceeded  all  Rains  I  ever  faw  for  a  whole  Day  together ;  a  prodigious 
Flood,  and  many  People  were  drowned.  All  May  was  exceffive  cold,  and 
little  Spring.  From  May  15  to  June  30,  a  cold  Drought  again,  and  little 
Vegetation.  July,  Augujl ,  and  September ,  all  wet,  rainy,  and  great  Dews, 
a  light  late  Crop,  and  much  of  it  badly  got,  hence  a  Dearth ;  Oats  16  to 
20  s.  per  Quarter,  Wheat  5  s.  per  Bufhel ;  great  Plenty  of  good  Eddifh 
till  Chrijlmas.  A  mild,  but  very  wet  October,  with  fome  Froft  and  Snow. 
A  cold  dark  Winter,  little  Sun,  and  frequent  Rains.  February  ended  fair, 
mild,  and  funny.  This  Year  was  remarkable,  1.  For  the  Temperature  of 
the  Air,  being  neither  too  hot  nor  too  cold.  ,2.  It  was  a  very  wet  Year, 
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Bad  very  little  fair  Weather.  3.  It  was  a  dear  Year,  and  late  Harveft,  much 

Corn  to  get  in  October,  and  near  the  Moors  much  ungot  in  November ;  Oats 
were  very  bad,  green,  and  ill  filled  ;  when  dry  not  above  7  ft.  Weight  to  a 
Sack;  both  this  Year  and  laft,  Eddifh  was  good  and  plentiful;  but  the 
Roads  were  exceffive  bad,  fcarce  paflable.  All  Mineral  Waters,  both  this- 
Year  and  55,  were  greatly  weakened  by  the  Rains,  and  failed  of  their 
common  Succefs. — The  Height  and  Changeablenefs  of  Winds,  Colds,  and 
feveral  foft  Frofts,  prevented  Epidemics ;  but  the  Rains,  moift  Air,  and  it's 
unequal  Temperature  in  the  Spring,  occafioned  feveral  flight  temporary  and 
fome  incurable  Paliies,  Dropfies,  Cachexies,  Abundance  of  Catarrhs,  and 
(tho’  not  Epidemic,  yet)  the  moft  obftinate  Coughs  I  have  feen ;  they 
moftly  continued  fome  Months,  tho’  the  greateft  Part  dry,  or  had  a  little 
tranfparent  clear  Phlegm  with  Froth  and  Water  :  But  if  Thickeners  were 
made  Ufe  of  to  flop  the  Cough,  or  Opiates,  oily,  or  fweet  Mixtures,  the 
Sick  became  afthmatic,  till  the  Cough  was  rouzed  again  by  ftimulant,  Bi¬ 
dding,  and  nervous  Medicines.  Feweft  of  thofe  Coughs  were  attended 
with,  or  followed  by*  Hedtic  or  Phthifics  I  ever  knew.  But  as  Rheuma- 
tifms  were  almoft  univerfal,  (tho’  rarely  accompanied  with  a  Fever)  it  at¬ 
tended  all  Catarrhs.  Keeping  warm,  diluting,  and  moderate  Sweating 
was  a  general  Remedy.  If  an  inflammatory  Fever  attended  the  Rheuma- 
tifin,  drinking  plentifully  of  warm  Whey,  made  of  Nevi l- Ho/t  Water, 
with  a  little  white  Wine  in  it,  according  to  the  Patient’s  Strength,  or  for¬ 
mer  Way  of  Life,  was  the  eafieft,  quickeft,  and  fafeft  Cure;  as  it  is  a  moft 

powerful  Cooler,  Bracer,  Laxative,  and  Diuretic. - This  is  the  firft 

Winter  fince  41,  that  the  Town  had  bfeen  without  the  putrid,  malignant* 
fpotted  Fever.  In  February  and  March  were  fundry  Complaints  of  a  fud- 
den,  acute  Pain  at  the  Pit  of  the  Stomach  and  Left  Side,  which  foon  proved 
fatal  to  fome :  It  often  attended  a  Catarrh ;  if  alone,  it  fluffed  between 
the  Limbs  and  Stomach:  Warming  Diaphoretics,  with  a  little  Rhubarb, 
dilcufled  it.  The  Height  and  Variablenefs  of  the  Winds,  the  moderate 
Temperature  of  the  Air,  and  the  Goodnefs  and  Plenty  of  the  old  Grain,, 
contributed  to  prevent  Epidemics.  After  the  great  Rains  in  May  there 
were  a  few  Spring  Intermittents,  fome  Haemorrhages,  and  feveral  Paliies. 
In  the  latter  End  of  June  and  July  appeared  again  a  few  putrid  Fevers 
among  the  Poor,  wherein  keeping  the  Sick  very  cool,  with  open  Doors 
and  Windows,  was  a  material  Part  of  Cure.  Some  had  flow  nervous  Fe¬ 
vers  ;  Bleeding  was  fatal,  or  dangerous  to  them.  Hyppo  and  Hyfterics 
were  common,  and  not  a  few  Rheumatifms.  There  was  nothing  pecu¬ 
liar  in  the  Cure  of  thefe.  The  Fevers  came  not  to  a  Crifis  before  the 
20th  or  21ft  Day,  tho’  never  fo  flight.  It’s  Chara&eriftics  now  were  much 

the 
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the  fame  as  before,  viz.  an  inftantaneous  Weaknefs  and  Wearinefs ;  a 
Confufion,  Stupidity,  Swimming,  or  final!  Pain  of  the  Head,  Lownefs  of 
Spirits,  and  often  fick  Fits.  Some  were  loofe,  others  coftive;  the  Tongue 
dry  and  white,  tho'  much  furred  ;  the  Urine  fometimes  clear,  pale,  amber, 
or  high-coloured;  but  oftener  thick,  muddy,  white,  or  a  little  brown  from 
the  firft ;  it  often  feparated,  and  let  fall  a  very  large  Sediment,  till  a  large, 
thick,  heavy,  lateritious  Sediment  appeared,  the  Forerunner  of  a  Crifis  by 
Sweat,  or  Expectoration,  but  fo  gradual  that  it  was  often  infenfible.  The 
great  and  long  Moifture  of  the  Air  difpofed  the  Sick  to  a  Loofenefs,  often 
with  Gripes,  which  was  a  fatal  Sign.  Diarrhaea,  Catarrh,  Dropfies,  and 
all  Diforders  of  a  lax  Fibre  were  common,  but  moftly  in  flight  Indifpofi- 
tions.  A  Thrufh ;  hard  livid  Swellings  in  the  Face,  like  a  Schirrus;  vio¬ 
lent  Pain  at  the  Pit  of  the  Stomach,  like  that  in  the  Hungarian  Fevers, 
were  all  fatal  Symptoms.  There  was  no  Crifis  before  the  21ft  Day,  nor 
before  a  lateritious  Sediment  in  the  Urine.  A  white,  yellow,  or  brown 
Sediment,  tho’  never  fo  large,  ponderous,  or  well-feparated,  were  of  no 
Service,  for  they  often  turned  pale  or  clear  again,  efpecially  where  the 
Salt  Draughts  were  ufed.  I  never  faw  the  Hyppo  fo  frequent  or  fevere,  it 
often  turned  to  a  Melancholy. 

1752.  Very  cold  and  frofty  to  March  25  ;  much  Rain,  Snow,  and  Hail! 
Storms.  April  was  clear,  and  warmer;  but  all  drying  Winds,  and  nightly 
white  Frofts.  Pretty  dry  to  May  27 ;  then  a  miferable  wet,  moift,  rainy 
Seafon  to  September  13.  The  Harveft  was  got  with  Difficulty,  yet  Grain,, 
moftly  found,  good,  and  plentiful.  Oats  10 s.  per  Quarter,  and  Wheat  4 r. 
per  Bufhel.  From  that  the  belt  of  Weather  to  "December  10,  (except  No¬ 
vember  11,  a  general  Snow,  Rains,  and  very  great  Floods)  that  the  Rains 
returned,  and  continued  very  great  to  February  12  ;  but  was  a  forer  rainy 
Time  to  the  23d ;  and  alfo,  from  March  14  to  April  7,  as  dry ;  and  wet 
to  the  30th.  This  was  the  earlieft  and  moft  forward  Spring  that  had; 
been  for  the  laft  50  Years.  The  Summer  was  fhowery  and  moift,  with¬ 
out  great  Rains  or  Floods;  but  a  very  rich  Year  for  Grafs,  Hay,  and 
Plenty  of  good  Corn ;  no  Excefs  of  Heat  or  Cold.  Tho’  it  was  a  moift 
Summer,  yet  the  Rain  only  wet  the  Earth's  Surface,  moft  of  the  Springs 
being  dry,  and  Water  fcarce,  till  Augujl  26,  when  there  came  30  Hours 
great  Rain.  But  it  was  a  fhocking  rainy  Year  in  Scotland ;  there  they  had 
only  a  Month  of  dry  Weather  in  Sowing-Time.  The  South  and  North, 
of  England  had  alfo  more  Rain  than  the  Center.  There  were  only  nine 
Days  Eaft,  North-Eaft,  or  South-Eaft  Winds,  from  Jaimary  to  OBober « 
This  whole  Time  was  very  healthy ;  only  firft,  in  the  Spring,  fome  Rheu~ 
matifms,  which  often  fell  on  the  Bowels  like  a  Cholic,  with  fevere  and 
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dangerous  Pains,  like  the  Iliac  Paflion.  2.  Some  had  fflght  Peripneu- 
monies  (for  tho’  we  have  had  far  fewer  true  Pleurifies  and  Anginas  lince 
the  Year  40,  Peripneumonies  have  been  much  rifer  every  Spring,  tho’ 
moftly  of  a  fighter  Kind  than  formerly)  with  a  tickling  Cough,  quick 
Pulfe,  flight  Pains  in  the  Sides  or  Breafl: s,  and  a  conftant  great  Pain  at  the 
Cardia.  3.  A  very  tedious  Hippo.  The  firft  was~,cured  by  Bleeding, 
Bliftering,  Demulcents,  and  Anodynes;  but,  if  inflammatory,  much  fooner 
and  eafier  by  the  above  Whey  of  Nevil-Holt  Water,  taking  proper  Care 
that  it  go  not  too  much  off  by  Stool. - The  fecond  was  cured  by  Bleed¬ 

ing,  bliftering  the  Side,  the  Ufe  of  very  mild  Lenitives,  and  often  drinking 
or  flipping  fmall  Dofes  of  a  tepid  Decodlion  of  Roots  of  Butter- Burr,  Li¬ 
quorice,  Leaves  of  Maiden-Hair,  Fumitory,  Liver-Wort,  Ground-Ivy, 
Agrimony,  Fennel  Seeds,  ftoned  Raifins,  and  Figs,  and  the  {trained  Liquor 
made  into  an  Emulfion  with  the  cold  Seeds,  Poppy  Seeds,  and  fweet  Al¬ 
monds,  with  a  Dram  of  Salt-Petre  to  each  Pint,  and  an  Ounce  of  fome 

diftilled  Water. - The  third,  tho’  obfliinate  and  fevere,  was  conquered 

by  daily  Riding,  cold  Bathing,  mild  Vomits,  and  deobftruent  Laxatives. — 
In  June  begun  the  Small-Pox  of  a  mod  favourable  Sort;  they  were  diftindt 
here,  but  at  a  few  Miles  Diftance  they  were  confluent,  and  moftly  fatal. 
In  July,  and  to  the  End  of  Augujl,  fome  few  had  a  Fever,  which  held  the 
Sick  from  9  to  40  Days ;  they  were  deaf,  and  often  delirious,  with  the 
former  Diforders  in  the  Head,  but  had  great  Pain  in  the  Back.  They, 
when  wholly  fenfible,  and  not  the  leaft  weakened  in  their  retentive  Facul¬ 
ty,  let  go  their  Stools  and  Urine  in  Bed,  without  giving  the  leaft  Notice. 
Their  Pulfe  was  often  ftrong  and  throbbing ;  but  if  Blood  was  let  they 
quickly  became  faint,  low,  and  the  Fever  more  tedious,  intradtable,  and 
dangerous.  Some  had  great  Third,  others  none.  Their  Tongue  was 
parched,  brown,  and  rough,  or  white  and  flimy,  or  covered  with  Mucus. 
The  Urine  as  in  Health,  or  pale,  brown,  or  yellowifh ;  all  thefe  made  at 
different  Times  by  the  fame  Perfon.  Near  the  Crifis  it  had  a  fmall  light 
Cloud ;  then  muddy,  then  whitifh,  then  a  Clay  Colour,  then  a  lateritious 
Sediment;  yet  often,  even  at  the  Crifis,  changed  all  thefe  Colours  feveral 
Times,  yea,  often  in  one  Day.  The  Cure,  as  ufual,  was  begun  with  a 
Vomit,  which  moftly  made  all  fafer  and  eafier.  If  a  Diarrhasa  attended 
not  this  Fever,  (as  it  moftly  did  in  all  thefe  wet  Seafons)  mild  Laxatives, 
or  Glifters,  were  neceflary ;  then  the  Powders  of  Contrayerva  and  wild 
Valerian  Roots,  Caftor,  and  Salts  of  Amber,  with  agreeable  Salt  Draughts, 
were  proper.  No  Sweating  availed  before  the  Urine  feparated,  and  let 
fall  a  lateritious  Sediment ;  then  a  flight  Infufion  of  the  Bark,  and  the  fa- 

line  Draughts,  mixed,  compleated  the  Cure.  None  fo  treated  died. - 
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As  a  moft  fevere  Pain  on  the  Right  Side,  and  an  icfteritious  Countenance 
attended  all  Diforders  this  Summer,  I  fufpedted  fome  Diforder  in  the  Li¬ 
ver ;  accordingly,  from  the  Beginning  of  Augujl  to  the  Middle  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  we  had  a  Run  of  Jaundices,  like  that  in  November  47,  but  not  fo  ob- 
ftinate.  A  few  had  an  Inflammation  of  the  Liver.  The  Small-Pox  in 
Winter  were  epidemic,  and  fatal  here,  and  as  favourable  in  the  Country 
about  us.  To  Adults  it  was  a  moft  healthy  Time,  except  a  few  inflam¬ 
matory  Rheumatifms,  with  a  raging  Fever ;  but  the  Nevil-Holt  Whey, 
with  proper  Care,  foon  fet  them  right. 

1753.  February  12  to  26,  all  rainy;  to  March  14,  fair  and  mild;  to 
April  9,  wet,  rainy,  and  fhowery;  to  the  28th,  fhowery  and  wet.  The 
hotteft  May  of  many  Years ;  the  26th  and  28  th  raifed  Farenheit’s  Ther¬ 
mometer  to  72 ;  but  the  27th,  the  moft  intolerable  Heat,  to  76.  This 
Heat  and  Drought  continued  to  July  1 ;  then,  to  Augujl  24,  a  fhowery, 
wet  Time;  then  an  excellent  Harveft,  moftly  clear,  often  hot.  No  great 
Rains,  yet  a  wet,  moift  Time  to  Oclober  19 ;  then  Abundance  of  Froft  to 
December  11  ;  tainy  to  the  15th,  and  the  19th,  20th,  and  26th:  All  a 
good  Year.  Wet  and  milling  all  OSlober,  and  to  November  26;  from 
which,  to  March  13,  were  42  Nights  hard  Froft,  befides  white  Frofts; 

and  only  32  fhowery,  milling,  drilling,  or  fnowy  Pieces  of  Days. - This 

Year  was  all  healthy,  free  from  any  Epidemics.  There  were  a  good  many 
fatal  Confumptions  from  flow  Peripneumonies,  which  have  been  much 
more  frequent  here  finee  1740,  that  our  former  Quinfies  and  Pleurifies  have 
been  milder  and  fewer.  An  inflammatory  rheumatic  Fever  afflidted  feve- 
ral,  but  was  foon  cured  by  the  above  Nevil-Holt  Whey.  From  the  moift, 
milling,  cloudy  Weather  in  Oclober  and  November ,  came  fome  Dropfies,, 
fatal  Apoplexies,  and  Palftes.  The  Froft  fuddenly  carried  off,  in  Coughs 
and  Afthmas,  many,  whom  the  Mildnefs  of  the  laft  three  or  four  Winters 
had  fpared.  They  were  all  attended  with  Dropfies,  inceffant  dry  Coughs, 
violent  Pains  of  the  Stomach,  Shoulders,  Legs,  &c. 

1754.  From  November  27  to  April  2,  were  more  hard  Frofts,  fevere 
Colds,  deeper  and  greater  Snows,  than  in  all  the  laft  13  Years  taken  toge¬ 
ther,  efpecially  in  the  South.  February  26,  a  ftrange  Meteor  was  feen  both 
here  and  at  Dublin  at  the  fame  Time ;  only  here  it  exceeded  the  Bright- 
nefs  and  Largenefs  of  a  full  Moon  for  five  Seconds ;  there  it  was  like  two 
Men  rufhing  violently  againft  one  another.  March  20,  at  One  A.  M.  from* 
North-Weft  to  South-Eaft  was  a  light  white  Cloud,  with  the  full  Splen¬ 
dor  of  the  brighteft  Aurora  Borealis .  From  April  1 1  to  19,  fmall  Show¬ 
ers,  Frofts,  and  fome  Snow;  on  the  20th,  great  Rain;  then  good  Wea¬ 
ther  to  May  22;  but  after  that  little  fair  Weather  to  Augujl  9.  This 
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long,  wet  Seafon  made  Corn  run  ftrangely  up  to  Straw,  and  a  lean,  fmall 
Ear;  but  great  Plenty  of  Grafs,  Hay,  and  Straw.  The  Crop  proved  not 
fo  good  as  it  looked  by  far,  and  was  expedted.  Old  Oats  rofe  from  15  to 
21  J-.  per  Quarter,  and  Wheat  from  3  s.  \  d.  to  5  s.  per  Bufhel.  From 
Augiiji  9  to  October  3,  a  lovely,  dry,  Sunfliine  Summer;  it  brought  the 
beft  Crop  of  Beans  in  the  Memory  of  Man,  at  4  s.  per  Load.  From  Oc¬ 
tober  3  to  13,  fome  Rain;  then  an  excellent  Time  to  the  25th;  then,  t© 
to  November  12,  a  fhocking  Time  of  great  Rains  and  terrible  Floods. 
From  November  12  to  25,  foggy,  cloudy,  and  calm.  Then  a  hard  Froft 
to  December  9 ;  then  milling,  rainy,  and  cloudy,  with  high  Winds,  and 
a  low  Barometer  to  the  17th  ;  then  a  dead  Calm,  high  Glafs,  fome  Fogs, 
and  gentle  Frofts  to  January  1 ;  then  high  Winds,  moftly  North-Eaft,  a 
high  Glafs,  fome  fmall  Showers,  and  11  Nights  Froft  to  the  16th;  rainy, 
fnowy,  and  milling  to  the  2 ad ;  North  and  North-Eaft  Wind  to  the  29th; 
cloudy  and  fmall  Frofts  to  February  4,  when  a  fevere  hard  Froft;  various 
Winds  and  great  Cold  prevailed  to  the  19th ;  then  great  Snow,  fome  Rain, 
and  a  very  hard  Froft  to  March  13;  a  cloudy,  moift,  milling  Time  to  the, 
22d,  which,  with  the  25th,  and  April  1,  2,  and  3,  had  pretty  much  Rain. 
Thefe  Snows,  hard  and  cold  Weather,  and  late  Rains,  retarded  the  Seed- 
Time.  This,  upon  the  whole,  was  a  cloudy,  dark,  unpleafant  Winter; 
from  December  20  to  April  5,  the  Sun  was  feen  only  on  20  Days.  On  the 
8th  of  February  54  and  55,  the  Wind  North  both  Days,  a  dead  Calm, 
the  Cold  and  Froft  equally  levere  on  both;  the  Thermometer  below  15, 
in  London  10,  at  Bath  only  5.  The  former  flow  Peripneumonies  were 
pretty  rife ;  a  few  fatal  Dropfies,  and  Conliimptions  from  Ipitting  and  vo¬ 
miting  of  Blood.  From  April  to  Sept  ember ,  Hooping  Coughs  among 
Children  were  epidemic ;  it  was  often  attended  with  a  Hedtic.  In  July 
begun  (and  was  very  frequent  among  the  poorer  Sort  to  January  1,  that  * 
it  wholly  ceafed)  the  former  petechial,  putrid  Fevers ;  Some  were  covered 
with  Spots,  others  had  none,  but  equally  dangerous  to  both.  The  Sick 
had  a  rapid,  ftrong,  quick  Pulfe  during  the  firft,  fecond,  or  third  Days  of 
the  Fever,  with  a  Pain  in  the  Head,  and  Reftleflnefs ;  then  the  Pulfe  flag¬ 
ged,  and  in  a  few  Days  became  very  weak  and  quick,  and  fcarce  perceptible. 
The  Mouth  and  Tongue  furred,  or  parched  up ;  but  little  Thirft  after  the 
firft  Day.  The  Urine  was  very  high-coloured  at  firft,  then  very  pale 
for  fome  Days,  with  a  very  fmall,  light  Cloud  fufpended  in  it;  other  Days  it 
was  deeper  tinged,  and,  when  cold,  like  white  Clay  Water;  then  pale 
again,  then  thick  and  muddy,  and  let  fall  a  very  large  white  Sediment; 
fome  few  at  laft  had  it  lateritious.  Reftleflnefs,  Anxiety,  Weaknefs,  and 
Wearinefs  attended  moll.  Twitching,  Subfultus  Tendinum,  black,  dark, 
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or  brownilh  Spots  were  threatning  Symptoms.  All  were  deaf,  and  many 
delirious.  None  could  bear  Bleeding,  for  thofe  that  were  bled  had  ftrong 
Conftitutions ;  yet  they  paid  dearly  for  it,  for  they  had  worfe  Symptoms* 
were  held  twice  the  Time  in  it,  they  rarely  had  a  true  Crifis,  which  fell  on 
the  15th,  17th,  or  2 1  ft  Day.  A  Vomit  at  firft,  and  a  laxative  Glyfter 
every  fecond  or  third  Day,  were  all  the  Evacuations  the  Sick  could  bear. 
This  Fever  was  very  contagious,  and  feveral  died  of  it,  efpecially  if  very 

weak,  poor,  or  had  been  bled.  Many  had  Relapfes. - In  Offober  begun, 

and  continued  all  Winter  and  Spring,  a  frequent  and  almoft  only  Diforder 
of  the  Seafon,  (the  Fever  excepted)  viz.  a  Rheumatifm  in  the  Stomach 
and  Bowels,  with  violent  Pain,  moftly  attended  with  a  Fever  Fit,  and 
fometimes  Sweat.  It  raged  chiefly  in  the  Night,  and  efpecially  towards 
Morning.  It  often  Ihifted  to  the  Neck,  Shoulders,  Sides,  Back,  Arms, 
Legs,  Thighs,  Hips,  or  Groin,  and  raged  moft  feverely.  Urine  fome¬ 
times  thin,  other  Times  thick,  muddy,  high-coloured,  and  let  fall  a  large 
Sediment,  which  in  fome  turned  lateritious.  The  Pulfe  in  the  Fit  was 
quick  and  high,  but  at  other  Times  calm  and  ealy  :  It  left  them  weak  and 
pale.  Letting  Blood  (tho*  it  was  fizey,  and  feemed  to  be  neceflary)  gave 
no  Relief,  but  the  contrary  $  nor  were  Blifters  of  any  Ufe.  All  were 
coftive;  yet  Purging  weakened  the  Sick,  and  exafperated  the  Pains. 
Laxatives,  with  Anodynes  and  Diuretics,  agreed  well ;  then  Decofrion  of 
the  Bark,  with  Rhubarb,  finifhed  the  Cure.  It  often  turned  intermittent. 
All  thus  managed  did  well.  The  Severity  of  the  Winter  occafioned  Abun¬ 
dance  of  Colds,  Coughs,  and  Hoarfenefles ;  tho*,  in  the  general,  this  was 
a  very  healthy  Year. 

J755.  From  April  27  to  May  3,  a  remarkable  cold,  wet  Seafon  of  long 
Days;  much  Snow ;  frequent  and  heavy  Rains ;  to  the  1 6th,  wet,  cold, 
and  fhowery;  to  June  8,  dryer  and  warmer;  to  the  17th,  fhowery  or 
milling;  from  the  21ft  to  the  28th,  fhowery;  from  the  30th  to  July ,  wet; 
from  July  6  to  Augujl  6,  all  wet,  fhowery,  milling,  and  rainy ;  from  the 
21ft  to  the  26th,  wet.  September  1  to  12,  rainy,  fhowery,  and  great 
Floods ;  the  fame  from  the  20th  to  the  20th  of  January .  A  miferable 
Year  of  Rains,  and  feveral  Floods*  Roads  almoft  impaflable,  Rains  with 
all  fhifting  Winds,  and  fome  fharp  intervening  Frofts.  Hard-Corn  Seed- 
Time  fadly  kept  backward.  No  Seafon  this  Year  fit  to  be  called  Summer. 
Much  Wheat  Ipoiled  in  Ghejhire  and  Lancajhire ,  and  much  Seed  in  fenny 
Grounds  drowned  and  rotten.  All  Corn  dear;  Wheat  5  s.  4  d.  per  Bufhe], 
Oats  1 6  s.  per  Quarter.  Barometer  very  low,  and  variable  the  whole  Year. 
Little  Trade,  Money,  or  Sicknefs ;  Provifions  dear,  no  Epidemics  ftirring. 
Several  weak,  worn-out,  and  aged  People  died.  In  October  and  November 
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a  few  P allies,  Dropfies,  and  Jaundices ;  no  Fevers,  but  fome  few  mild  flow 
ones  among  the  Poor,  from  bad  and  fcanty  Food.  Our  former  Harveft  and 
Winter  putrid  Fevers,  which  had  continued  near  15  Years,  were  almoft 
extindt  here.  All  this  cold,  wet  Summer  general  Health  continued.  In 
November  the  Rheumatifm,  which,  the  Winter  before,  fell  chiefly  on  the 
Bowels,  begun  this  Year  to  play  off  it’s  whole  Artillery  on  the  Cardia,  or 
Mouth  of  the  Stomach,  in  a  moft  violent,  and  fometimes  tragical,  Manner. 

In  December  it  was  very  common  and  fevere ;  in  January  the  Symptoms 
were  milder,  and  more  difperfed  over  the  Trunk  of  the  whole  Body,  both 
internal  and  external ;  in  February  it’s  Severity  was  fpent,  and  gave  Way 
to  the  Meafles.  The  Pain  darted  fuddenly  and  violently  into  the  Mouth 
of  the  Stomach,  often  caufed  cadaverous  Looks  and  fainting  Fits,  or  pro- 
fufe  Sweats,  or  univerfal  Coldnefs,  from  it’s  great  Agony.  It  had  in  it’s 
Intervals  or  Remifiions  a  quick,  low,  weak  Pulfe,  pale  or  high-coloured 
Urine,  broke  or  let  fall  a  large  or  white  Sediment,  or  fometimes  a  brown 
or  reddifh.  After  fome  Time  it  fell  on  the  Bowels.  Laftly,  it  moved  to 
the  Mufcles  of  the  Back,  Hips,  Shoulders,  and  Arms ;  then  the  Stomach 
and  Bowels  were  eafier.  All  Food,  or  Drink  cold,  gave  a  frefh  Fit  of  % 
Pain.  Neither  this  nor  the  putrid  Fever  could  bear  Bleeding,  much  lefs 
ftrong  Purging.  Rhubarb,  with  a  Drop  of  Oil  of  Cinnamon,  or  a  fewT 
Grains  of  Species  Aromaticas,  given  twice  or  thrice  a  Week,  and  Diaf- 
cordium  at  a  Night,  agreed  well ;  or  the  Foetid  or  Gum  Pills,  with  Rhu¬ 
barb,  or  Balfam  of  Peru,  and  Tindture  of  Snake-Root.  In  phlegmatic 
Habits  Tindtura  Sacra  and  of  Serpentaria,  did  the  fame.  To  fhift  the 
violent  Paroxifm  from  the  Stomach,  Fullers  Fotus  Stomaticus  Corrobo- 
rans  anfwered  well.  It  was  a  Month  or  fix  Weeks  before  they  got  quite 
well.  In  February  (lighter  Pains  of  the  Stomach  were  frequent,  when 
the  Meafles  became  epidemic,  but  not  mortal.  They  begun  with  a  brilk 
Fever ;  if  they  appeared,  and  kept  out  regularly,  the  Sick  foon  recovered. 

But  upon  the  greater  Part  they  appeared,  and  difappeared  as  fuddenly  very 
often.  When  they  firft  difappeared  they  fell  inftantly  on  the  Lungs,  and 
occafioned  a  Peripneumony  of  tedious  and  difficult  Cure,  by  repeated  fmall 
Bleedings,  temperate,  or  rather  cooling,  Expulfives,  keeping  warm,  (not 
hot)  tepid  Drink,  and  emollient  lubricant  Pedtorals.  Thefe  Meafles  were 
of  the  fame  Sort  as  thofe  fatal  ones  of  1735.  They  reigned  till  the  Spring, 
and  then  difappeared,  and*  were  fucceeded  by  a  very  healthy  Summer. 
Scarce  a  Difeafe  to  be  heard  of  till  near  the  End  of  September ,  that  the  former 
Pains  of  the  Stomach,  Bowels,  and  Back  made  a  third  unwelcome  Vifit* 
attended  with  a  Loofenefs  and  idleritious  Diforders,  Third,  Feverifhnefs, 

&c.  This  Illnefs  fpread  to  the  End  of  November  y  feveral  had  as  bad  and 
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different  Symptoms  as  in  54,  which  held  them  from  one  to  three  Months; 
fome  looked  as  if  in  a  deep  Jaundice ;  all  had  an  acute  Pain  in  their  Back, 
fome  on  their  Hips,  Thighs,  Legs,  and  Arms.  Several  Females  had  a 
Stoppage  in  their  Water;  fome  had  the  Vagina  and  Neck  of  the  Uterus 
fwelled  and  hard;  others  had  the  Neck  of  their  Bladder  thus  affedted,  and 
often  fick  Fits;  others  vomited  all  they  took;  fome  purged  violently, 
others  were  as  coftive ;  fome  melted  in  profufe  Sweats,  while  the  Skin  of 
others  was  dry ;  lome  were  thirfty,  others  not.  The  Pain  was  fo  acute 
that  fome  flept  none  for  feveral  Nights;  if  they  {lumbered  they  were  deli¬ 
rious  and  waking.  Their  Urine  the  fame  as  in  Jntermittents.  The  Pulfe 
fometimes  high  and  quick,  other  Times  low  and  flow.  The  Bark  dif- 
agreed  with  all.  At  this  Time  feveral  poor  People  had  flow  Fevers,  which 
confined  them  five  or  fix  Weeks,  tho’  few  or  none  of  them  died. 

1756.  January  begun  very  windy  and  wet,  and  ended  mild  and  open. 
Birds  finging,  and  Plants  fpringing  as  if  it  had  been  in  February ;  which 
was  a  forward  Month,  ftormy  in  the  Middle,  a  Hurricane  from  Weft  to 
Eaft,  and  did  great  Mifchief  acrofs  the  Middle  of  Ejigla?id.  March  be¬ 
gun  fine,  warm,  and  forward ;  Roads  good.  Ground  rather  too  dry ;  from 
the  1  ith  to  the  21ft,  more  variable ;  cold,  fhowery,  and  frofty  Mornings 
put  a  Stop  to  the  Spring  to  April  7,  when  the  Rains  returned,  and  con¬ 
tinued  very  cold  and  wet  to  May  15,  with  feveral  great  Floods  and  North- 
Eaft  Winds;  from  the  16th  to  the  27th,  nightly  white  Frofts,  which, 
with  the  great  Cold,  turned  Grain  yellow.  From  June  2  to  Augujl  26, 
a  miferable  wet  and  rainy  Time.  After  June  17,  it  was  a  warmer  Sum¬ 
mer  than  55,  but  not  hot ;  a  promifing  Harveft,  Corn  came  at  once,  but 
not  fair  Weather  to  reap  it.  July  was  very  fhowery,  with  much  Thun¬ 
der  and  fevere  great  Rains,  which  made  a  bad  Hay-Time.  Augujl  26  to 
September  25,  a  lovely  Harveft  Seafon,  calm,  fair,  and  warm,  which  was 
all  the  Summer  and  Harveft  Seafon  of  this  Year.  The  cold  and  rainy 
Seafon  returned,  and  continued  to  October  2 1 ;  after  which  the  Air  was 
leverely  cold,  and  conftantly  cloudy.  The  laft  Week  of  Offober  was  fair, 
calm,  and  mild,  and  a  fine  Seed-Time ;  much  Corn  in  many  Places  of  the 
North  of  England  was  very  green  ftill ;  and  Corn  that  had  been  cut  could 
neither  be  dried  nor  got  home,  but  iprouted  as  it  grew  in  the  Fields. 
There  were  many  Mobs  in  the  Nation  from  Scarcity  of  Corn ;  Oats  from 
18  to  20  x.  per  Quarter,  Wheat  from  6  to  8  x.  per  Bufhel,  and  all  other 
Provifions  dear  in  Proportion.  A  War  with  France,  Trade  dead  at  home. 
Money  fcarce,  the  Poor  in  great  Want.  Not  that  Com  was  fo  fcarce  then, 
but  rich  Farmers,  Cornmongers,  Badgers,  Millers,  Diftillers,  and  Swailers 
had  hoarded  it  up.  From  Ofiober2i  to  November  5,  a  hard  Froft,  which 
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continued,  with  feme  Relents,  to  February  15.  The  coldeft  Days  were 
November  27,  December  29,  January  8,  February  1,  2,  and  4,  when  Fa - 
wnheit’s  Thermometer  flood  at  18,  20,  16,  14,  14,  13.  But  during  this 
Froft  were  Intermiffions,  with  feveral  wet,  dewy,  raiding,  rainy  Days,  that 
Hill  kept  the  Earth  full  of  Water;  as  November  17,  26;  December  13, 
15,  17,  18,  20,  21,  22  ;  January  2,  10,  1 1,  13,  15,  17,  18,  19,  20,  21, 

24,  25  ;  February  4,  5,  6,  8. - During  the  Froft  of  56  and  57,  appeared 

fome  Inflammations,  but  gentle,  and  readily  gave  Way  to  the  common  Me¬ 
thods.  A  few  mild  Pleurifies :  But  in  December  and  January  more  Quinfies, 
often  attended  with  a  fevere  Pain  of  the  Head  and  Ear,  which  moftly  fup- 
purated  and  broke,  and  relieved  that  Pain,  before  which  they  were  fome- 
times  delirious.  Thefe  were  all  cured  by  Bleeding,  Laxatives,  nitrated 
Medicines,  proper  Cataplafms,  &c.  and  feveral  by  the  Steam  of  a  Decoc¬ 
tion  of  rough  Barley  and  Bramble-Bufh  Leaves. - In  December  56  to 

March  57,  a  few  Men  on  the  Decline  of  Life  were  feized  with  a  flow  In¬ 
flammation  of  the  Bladder  and  it’s  Neck ;  hence  a  fudden  total  Suppref- 
iion  of  Urine,  and  a  moft  excruciating  Pain,  refembling  a  Fit  of  the  Stone; 
no  Catheter  could  be  got  paft  the  Urethra,  nor  could  one  Drop  of  Water 
be  got  off ;  their  Agonies  were  inexpreffible,  and  their  Bladders  amazingly 
diftended,  even  to  the  containing  three  or  four  Quarts  of  Urine.  Such  as 
were  freely  blfcd  at  firft,  and  cooling  Laxatives  given  them  in  a  fmall  Quan¬ 
tity,  and  kept  much  in  a  tepid  emollient  Bath,  and  had  repeated  nitrated, 
emollient,  anodyne  Glyfters  inje&ed  in  fmall  Quantities,  fo  as  they  might 
lie  long  in  the  Recftum,  they  generally  did  well.  If  this  Courfe  was 
negledled  they  funk  under  it. 

1757.  From  February  12  to  28,  a  lovely  Spring.  To  the  Middle  of  March 
very  cold,  wet,  and  fnowy;  on  the  15th,  the  greateft  and  moft  deftrueftive 
Hurricane  that  we  have  had  fince  1705 ;  then  a  terrible  Time  of  Rain, 
Snow,  and  Cold  to  April  4;  good  to  the  10th;  then  bad  again  to  the  21ft; 
an  excellent  Time  to  May  9 ;  fliowery  to  the  14th,  very  good  and  dry  to 
July  30.  55  and  56  were  the  rainieft,  wetteft  Years  remembered;  both  the 
Wheat  Seed-Time  in  55,  and  the  Spring  Seed-Time  in  56,  were  exceed¬ 
ing  rainy  and  bad ;  much  Corn  could  not  be  fown,  and  much  that  was 
fown  rotted,  died,  and  was  loft  in  low,  fenny,  marfhy,  and  wet  Grounds. 
April  was  moftly  cold,  and  very  backward;  from  the  10th  to  the  21ft,. 
all  wet.  A  very  unpromifing  Crop ;  yet  the  Month  ended  well,  and  the 
Spring  came  on  apace.  A  warm  Seafon  to  May  9,  which  haftened  for¬ 
ward  Grafs  and  Corn,  then  cold  and  dry  to  the  30th;  fine  Rain  to  June  2y 
and  little  more  to  the  14th.  Before  this  we  had  a  dry,  burning-hot  Time, 
very  uncommon  here ;  Grafs  Vvas  fcorched  up  to  July  29,  which  brought 
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Rain.  Augujt  15,  fine  Harveft  Weather,  only  the  3d  and  7th  rainy; 
after  that  it  was  very  wet,  but  windy  and  drying,  and  Corn  pretty  well 
got.  To  October  6,  a  moft  lovely  Harveft,  like  Summer,  and  great  Plenty 
of  latter  Grafs.  Offober  5,  11,  13,  16,  rainy.  November ,  all  a  Summer 
Month,  except  feven  Days  fome  little  Rain.  After  December  15  came 
Snow  and  gentle  Frofts;  on  the  25th,  a  great  deep  Snow.  This  Year 
Dearth  came  to  it’s  Height,  when  Wheat  rofe  from  5  to  ioj.  per  Bufhel, 
Oats  from  15  to  30  s.  per  Quarter,  and  one  Market-Day  they  were  33  s . 
All  other  Provifions  advanced  proportionably  in  their  Price,  Beef  from 
2t  d.  to  5  d.  per  Pound,  Mutton  4  id.  and  Potatoes  from  6  d.  to  14  d.  per 
Peck.  The  Poor  were  in  great  Diftrefs,  and  many  ftarved.  The  Nation 
in  feveral  Parts  rofe  into  Riots  and  Mobs,  to  feize  Corn,  Flour,  or  Meal 
in  Markets,  Store-Houfes,  or  Carriages  on  the  Road,  or  where- ever  they 
could  catch  or  find  it,  to  relieve  their  pined  Children  and  Families.  By  a 
partly  artificial  Famine,  from  rich  Farmers  hoarding  Corn  to  prolong  and 
keep  up  the  Dearth ;  and  to  add  to  the  Mifchief,  Millers  turned  Badgers, 
bought  and  monopolized  Corn  at  any  Rate;  got  French  Stones  and  Boult¬ 
ing  Mills  to  grind  their  Flour,  whereby,  if  there  was  no  Fraud  committed, 
they  ground  down  the  Brans  to  Meal,  and  fold  it  to  the  Poor  for  Bread, 
tho*  there  was  nothing  but  bare  dry  Wheat  Hufks  in  it,  deftitute  of  any 
Kind  of  Nouriftiment.  And  tho’  the  King,  at  the  Meeting  of  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  in  Winter  56,  warmly  recommended  to  them  to  provide  for  the  Poor, 
yet  they,  not  feeling  the  Poor’s  Wants  and  Neceffities,  (tho’  the  Army, 
Manufadtures,  Agriculture,  and  Colonies,  which  depended  chiefly  upon 
the  Poor,  and  they  fhould  have  been  particularly  provided  for  againft  all 
Wants)  only  prohibited  the  Exportation  of  Corn,  and  the  diftilling  of 
Grain  into  Spirits,  for  two  Months,  which  anfwered  little  or  no  Purpofe. 
The  Bounty-Money  that  in  Time  of  Plenty  was  allowed  on  Exportation, 

■  fhould  now  have  been  given  for  the  Encouragement  of  the  Importation  of 
Corn.  Diftillers  bought  up  Grain  very  faft  all  the  two  Months.  The  Ver¬ 
min  and  Caterpillers  of  Badgers,  Millers,  Swailers,  and  Foreftaliers  of  Corn 
were  not  forbidden  nor  fuppreffed ;  nor  Farmers  and  Hoarders  were  not 
obliged,  under  fevere  Penalties,  to  threlh  out  and  bring  their  Corn  to  open 
Market,  and  not  to  fet  it  up  in  their  Corn-Chambers  or  Warehoufes  before 
the  Market  was  ferved,  and  have  appointed  proper  Officers  to  have  feen 
thefe  neceuary  Laws  put  in  Execution.  Malt,  tho’  fold  from  40  to  46  j. 
per  Quarter,  yet  ftill  it  was  made  in  Plenty,  not  as  in  the  Famine  of  1316, 
when  Diftilling  was  not  known ;  yet  Malting  and  Brewing  was  ftridtly 
forbidden,  even  in  the  King’s  Houfhold,  and  this  Law  was  as  rigoroufly 
executed;  but  inftead  of  all  this,  when  the  ftarved,  perifhing  Populace  on 
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the  Roads,  or  in  Market-Towns  or  Houfes,  feized  Corn,  and  often  paid 
in  Hand  an  extravagant  Price  to  the  Owners  or  Sellers,  or  broke  the 
French  Boulting-Mills,  wherein  Millers  ground  and  fold  meer  Hulks  of 
Wheat,  Peafe,  Rye,  and  Barley  together  for  Meal,  and  broke  open  fome 
Store-Houfes  of  Corn  and  Meal,  they  were  apprehended,  incarcerated, 
and  punifhed,  not  as  tho’  Neceffity,  but  Wantonnefs  and  Contempt  of 
Authority  had  prompted  them  to  it,  and  the  Country  obliged  to  make  all 
good  again.  But  this  tended  not  to  ftrengthen  his  Majefty’s  Army,  Navy, 
or  Colonies,  by  bringing  the  Starved  to  Life :  Nor  were  the  rich  Oppref- 
fors  and  Extortioners  fo  ready  to  ferve  his  Majefty  or  the  Nation  in  any  of 
thefe  Capacities. - In  March  and  April  57,  appeared  feveral  Intermit¬ 

ten  ts,  without  /hivering  or  fhaking,  yet  the  Fit  begun  with  fome  Coldnefs, 

.  often  attended  with  a  fevere  Pain  on  one  Side,  Stomach,  Bowels,  or  Back, 
with  great  Weaknefs  or  Faintnefs  till  the  Sweat  broke  out  and  relieved 
them.  They  were  often  very  backward  to  lweat,  which  made  the  Fit  go 
flowly  off,  and  often  hung  on  till  the  next  Fit  came;  but  Sweat  was  eaflly 
procured  by  a  Four-ounce  Julip,  with  Salt  of  Hartfhorn  from  9  to  jfs  in 
a  Draught  or  two  of  white  Wine  Whey,  and  drinking  fmall  tepid  Liquors 
plentifully  after;  this  foon  took  off  the  Fit,  but  left  a  great  Weaknefs,  tho* 
the  Body  was  no  way  wafted.  Their  Urine  was  as  in  other  Agues.  Af¬ 
ter  a  few  Fits  the  Difeafe  was  foon  carried  off  by  the  Bark,  proper  Salt 
Draughts,  and  BitterS.  If  the  Body  was  coftive,  a  little  Rhubarb,  with  the 
Bark,  fucceeded  better ;  but  if  the  Body  was  cachedtic,  a  few  Dofes  of 
Calomel  and  Rhubarb  given  firft,  made  the  Ufe  of  Febrifuges  more  fuc- 
cefsful.  With  April  fet  in  a  mild  Kind  of  Small-Pox,  neither  very  epi¬ 
demic  nor  fevere,  few  died.  Some  were  inoculated  and  did  well;  but  as 
the  Weather  in  the  latter  End  of  June  and  July  turned  warmer,  they  put 
on  worfe  Symptoms,  and  were  more  fevere  and  dangerous,  as  I  am  inform¬ 
ed,  having  been  much  abroad  and  feen  none  of  them.  They  were  all  of 
the  diftindt  favourable  Kind.  Excepting  the  few  above  Difeafes,  the  two 
laft  Years  were  very  healthy  in  the  general;  yet  fome  Parts  of  Tork - 
Jhire,  Ghejhire ,  Worcejlerjhire ,  and  the  low  Places  of  Leicejlerjhire ,  &c. 
were  forely  afflidted  by  a  flow,  malignant,  putrid  Fever,  which  carried  off 
very  many.  In  Offober  the  fame  Fever  fet  in  here,  and  raged  fatally  all 
Winter  and  Spring,  yet  neither  fo  rife  nor  fatal  as  in  41 ;  it  had  fcarce 
any  new  Symptoms  attending  it,  therefore  required  no  different  Method 
of  Treatment.  It  raged  fatally  before  in  feveral  Towns  at  a  Diftance, 
where  it  went  by  the  Name  of  the  Miliary  Fever,  and  the  hot  Regimen 
added  not  a  little  to  it’s  Mortality :  It  chiefly  affedted  the  Poor,  who  had 
been  half  ftarved  in  the  late  Famine. 
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1758*  A  great  Froft  finifhed  laft  Year  with  a  deep  Snow.  When  "Ja¬ 
nuary  begun  this  Froft  and  Snow  went,  and  fome  Days  Rain  fucceeded ; 
then  with  a  warm,  moift  Air ;  a  fmall  Froft  oft,  without  Rain  or  Sun  ; 
from  the  17th  to  the  End,  good.  February  was  a  very  wet,  windy  Month, 
which  continued  to  March  22,  when  it  rained,  fnowed,  and  milled  the 
whole  Day ;  on  the  23d  was  a  great  and  general  Flood ;  and  to  the  End, 
clear,  hot,  dry,  Summer  Weather.  April  had  fome  clear,  warm  Days, 
but  moftly  dry  and  cold,  and  great,  hard  Night  Frofts.  From  the  2 2d  to 
May  26,  very  hot,  except  frofty  Evenings  and  Mornings.  The  Drought 
was  very  fevere  to  the  26th.  June  begun  and  ended  dry;  fome  Rain 
from  the  12th  to  the  1 8th.  July  was  a  cold,  wet,  growing  Month;  a 
bad  Harveft  to  the  23d;  great  Rain  on  the  30th.  Auguft,  fine  Harveft 
Weather,  fome  hot  Days,  all  calm ;  from  the  24th  to  September  4,  rainy; 
the  6th  and  8th,  fhowery;  and  from  the  17th  to  the  22d,  the  fame. 
OBober  7  to  12,  very  rainy;  from  the  12th  to  November  3,  all  wet  and 
rainy;  the  7th,  19th,  and  20th,  rainy.  December  was  an  extraordinary 
warm,  calm  Month,  and  continued  tp  February  23  more  like  Summer 
than  Winter,  fhort  Days  and  moift  Air  excepted.  There  were  only  five 
frofty  Nights  the  whole  Winter,  and  never  above  two  together.  A  good 
deal  of  Sunfhine  and  warm  Weather  all  Winter.  This  was  a  healthy 
Year  in  the  general ;  only  in  the  Harveft  was  a  very  fickly,  mortal  Time 
among  the  Poor,  of  a  putrid  flow  Fever,  which  carried  off  many :  No 
other  Epidemics  or  Endemics  ftirring,  only  one  Epidemic  Catarrh,  which 
broke  out  in  November ,  and  made  a  fudden  Sweep  over  the  whole  King¬ 
dom  ;  it  was  attended  with  a  fevere  and  almoft  inceflant  Cough  and  ca- 
tarrhous  Fever.  In  fome  it  turned  to  a  Peripneumony,  and  killed  fundry 
aged  afthmatic  Perfons,  and  fuch  as  had  a  mal  Formation  of  the  Thorax,. 
There  was  nothing  peculiar  in  it’s  Method  of  Cure. 

1759.  From  February  23  to  March  30,  a  miferable,  wet, -rainy  Seafon; 
thence  good  Weather  to  April  6  ;  but  from  that  to  the  14th,  a  fhocking 
Time  of  Rain  and  great  Floods.  March  16,  April  8,  10,  12,  all  great 
Floods;  the  10th  exceeded  all  we  had  in  the  laft  19  Years.  From  the 
1 2th  to  May  5,  a  fine  Spring  and  Seed-Time;  then  feafonable,  refrelhing 
Showers  to  the  15th ;  then  a  Drought  to  June  3,  which  brought  frudlu- 
ating  moderate  Showers  and  Rains.  To  the  12th,  a  fruitful  Seafon  for 
Grafs  and  Corn ;  but  Night  Frofts  in  the  latter  End  of  April ,  and  all  May, 
killed  moft  Bloffoms  on  Fruit-Trees;  hence  very  little  Fruit  this  Year. 
In  February  began,  and  continued  till  Mayy  violent  obftinate  Pains  of  the 
Stomach  and  Belly,  often  attended  with  a  brifk  Fever,  Coftivenefs,  and 
Thirft,  Lofs  of  Appetite,  Indigeftion,  and  Vomiting ;  reftringent  Laxatives 
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were  of  moft  Service.  In  the  Spring,  Summer,  Harveft,  and  Beginning 
of  Winter  were  many  putrid,  malignant,  fore  Throats  among  Children, 
much  of  the  Nature  of  thofe  in  41.  There  had  been  fome  rare  Strag¬ 
glers  of  them  ever  ftnce  that  Time,  yet  now  they  became  more  frequent 
and  epidemic.  This  feems  to  be  a  new  fatal  Plague  among  Children. 
June  12  to  the  End,  fair;  only  the  23d  wet.  'July  1  to  10,  fair,  good, 
healthy,  and  growing ;  fhowery  to  the  21ft;  then  an  excellent  Hay-Time 
to  the  End.  Auguji ,  rainy  to  the  5th,  fair  to  the  17th,  fhowery  to  the 
24th.  September  10  to  20,  and  from  the  23d  to  the  28th,  fair  to  No¬ 
vember  9  ;  fhowery  9,  10,  12,  23,  25,  27 ;  rainy  December  2,  12,  25,  29; 
hard  Frofts  from  November  13  to  23;  and  from  the  28th  to  December  7 ; 
and  from  the  nth  to  the  20th ;  Snow  October  19,  November  23,  and  De¬ 
cember  12. 

1760.  January ,  daily  hard  Froft  to  the  20th;  fome  Snow  4,  5,  13, 
21,  22,  23,  26,  29,  and  31 ;  Rain  5,  15,  22,  and  29,  and  February  1, 
13,  14,  15,  20,  and  26.  March  was  a  very  dry  Month,  no  Showers  nor 
Rain,  only  a  little  on  the  20th  and  25th ;  white  Frofts  from  the  20th  to 
April  1 ;  all  dry  Weather  to  the  24th,  and  from  that  to  May  4 ;  then  Rain 
to  the  10th,  and  on  the  18th,  19th,  20th,  and  29th.  June ,  fair  to  the 
14th,  and  wet  to  the  27th.  July ,  ftiowery  the  9th  and  25th.  An  ex¬ 
cellent  Hay  Harveft  after  June  27.  Auguji ,  fair  to  the  3d;  wet,  fhowery, 
and  rainy  to  the  14th;  little  more  Rain,  but  on  the  19th  and  23d,  and 
September  2.  From  June  26  to  September  16,  only  28  Hours  fmall  Rains 
or  Millings ;  a  great  Drought ;  latter  Grafs  very  fcarce ;  Hay  50  s.  per 
Tun;  Horfes  and  Cattle  fold  at  very  low  Prices.  From  September  16  to 
30,  fell  70  Hours  Rain;  in  October ,  106  Hours;  in  November,  n8f;  in 
December ,  80  Hours.  Very  little  Froft  or  Snow  this  Year ;  but  a  miler- 
able  wet  Time  after  September  14.  A  rich,  healthy,  and  plentiful  Year, 
except  for  Hay  and  Eddifh.  No  Epidemics. 

1761.  Only  37  Hours  Wetting  in  January  •,  no  Snow.  February  had 
82  Hours  Rain,  Snow,  and  Wetting.  March ,  wet  to  the  8th ;  dry  to  the 
nth;  the  12th,  18th,  19th,  and  26th,  all  wet.  Aprils,  10,  12,  and 
13,  feafonable  good  Rains;  and  May  2,  5,  10,  12,  16,  18,  20,  21,  23, 
and  26,  all  refrefhing  Showers  and  Rains.  June ,  fome  line  Dews,  Mif¬ 
fing,  and  few  Showers.  July ,  174  Hours  Wet;  Auguji  and  September 
had  only  61  Hours  Wet.  The  Summer  of  60  was  a  great  Drought,  much 
Grain,  but  fmall  and  good.  Hay  fcarce  and  dear,  from  50  to  55  s.  per 
Tun,  new  Oats  13  s.  per  Quarter,  Wheat  4^.  per  Bufhel,  Barley  16  to 
1 8  s.  per  Quarter,  and  Malt  28  s .  From  September  15,  1760,  to  Novem¬ 
ber  14,  a  moft  miferable,  wet,  rainy  Seafon,  fcarce  four  Days  in  nine  Weeks 
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fair ;  an  extraordinary  mild  Winter,  a  good  early  Spring,  a  dry  Summer, 
without  any  Lofs  from  the  Drought,  (the  Earth  being  full  of  Water  from 
the  former  Rains)  except  for  Hay  and  Eddifh.  Great  Plenty  of  all  Sorts 
of  the  bell  Grains  and  Fruits,  The  Weather  was  good  till  September  14; 
then,  like  the  laft  Year,  an  uncommon  wet  Seafon  returned,  in  OBober 
efpecially,  and  continued  to  November  2 ;  then  a  good  open  Winter,  with 
very  little  Froft  or  Snow,  the  Ground  was  a  Bog  or  Marfli;  no  Epidemics, 
except  a  Ihocking  Small-Pox  and  fome  few  flow  Fevers;  many  Hedtics, 
yet  a  general  State  of  Health  prevailed. 

1762,  December ,  January ,  and  February  had  only  112  wetting  Hours;, 
only  February  2  had  a  terrible  Storm  of  Snow,  and  feveral  People  were 
loft  in  it.  March  began  with  feveral  fmall  Snows,  and  had  much  Rain  in 
it.  As  the  Winter  was  mild,  the  Spring  was  feverely  cold.  April  had 
38  Hours  Wet,  yet  the  Earth- was  full  of  Water.  May  1  to  14  had  18 
Hours  Rain ;  from  that  to  July  7,  not  one  Drop  of  Rain  or  Showers,  but 
rich  Morning  Dews.  From  the  Wetnefs  of  the  Earth  and  Heat  of  the 
Sun,  we  had  a  very  dear  Drought;  Wind  moftly  Eaft  or  North-Eaft;  the 
Mercury  Rationed  between  ~  and  30,  and  feemed  frozen  to  the  Tube, 
the  Grafs  was  burnt  up,  little  Hay  and  dear,  new  Hay  50  j.  per  Tun,  old 
from  3  to  4  /.  In  many  Places  Oats,  Peafe,  and  Barley  were  but  an  in¬ 
different,  Crop ;  Wheat,  the  beft  we  have  had  for  20  Years  paft ;  yet  Mil¬ 
lers;  S wallers,  and  Badgers  attempted  to  make  an  artificial  Dearth,  as  in 
the  Famine!  of  57,  when  many  of  them  got  Riches,  and  ftarved  the  Poor. 
They  propofed  buying  and  fecuring  all  Grain,  both  that  growing  and  the 
old  Stock  of  Wheat,-  at  5  sc  per  Bulhel,  and  diredtly  felling  it  out  at  8  r. 
and  inftantly  railed  Wheat  from  4  to  8  s.  per  Bulhel ;  Oats  from  13  to 
23  s.  per  Quarter  ;  and. Malt  from  25  to  38 s.  per  Quarter.  The  Drought 
continued  till  July  y,  but  did  not  the  Hurt  that  was  expedted,  only  Grafs 
,and  Hay  fufifered;  other  Grain  came  on  fuprizingly  after  the  Rains,  which 
lowered  the  Markets  a  little;  after  the'Drought,  56  Hours  Rain  and  Wet. 
In  Augujl,  great  Plenty  of  Clover  and  Eddifh,  75  Hours  and  a  Half  Rain 
here.  .In  September ,  20  Hours;  in  OBober ,  97  Hours;  in  November ,  to 
•the  1 3th,  46  Hours.  No  more  Moifture,  Milling,  or  Rain  to  February  1, 
^763.  It  was  a  cold,  rough  Harveft;  a  calm  Winter  to  December  10; 
then,  to  the  23d,  great  nightly  Frofts;  but  January  24  to  29,  one  con¬ 
tinued  hard  Froft.  April  29  and  November  19,  great  Thunder  and  Light¬ 
ning;  a  dark,  cloudy,,  foggy,  cold,  dull  Winter.  In  February ,  68  Hours 
Rain  and  Snow;  a  cold  Month.  On  the  18th,  a.Flood  from  the  great 
Rain  and  a  deep  Snow;  on  the  14th  and  1.5th,  a  hard  Froft.  Little  more 
Rain  to  May  1.  A  Spring  fometimes  very  cold,  other  Times  unfeafon- 
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ably  warm.  In  April  and  May  62,  an  univerfal  Catarrh  feized  Thoufands 
of  Souls  in  a  Day,  and  continued  moft  of  the  Summer,  wherein,  and  in 
Harveft,  prevailed  bloody  Fluxes  and  Loofeneffes,  feveral  flow  Fevers,  and 
lbme  Intermittents.  The  Winter  very  healthy.  In  the  Spring  many  in¬ 
flammatory  Difeafes,  Catarrhs,  &c.  Few  Apoplexies,  Pal  lies,  Drbpfies, 
or  Jaundices;  the  Prices  of  Grain  fell  much,  but  Animat  Food  rofe  greatly. 
Near  the  Middle  of  Augujl  62,  when  the  Harveft  was  almoft  over  in  the 
Center  and  South  of  England ,  and  about  half  of  it  further  Northward, 
came  fome  fine  Rains,  which  made  Plenty  of  latter  Grafs;  but  wetted  riot 
the  Ground  to  any  great  Depth  before  Offiober,  which  was  a  very  wet 
Month,  and  on  the  26th  (hocking  great  Floods  in  the  Eaft  of  England* 
From  that  Time  it  grew  fairer,  and  the  Warmth  was  various.  A  fettled 
Froft  fooner  than  ufual  at  the  Middle  of  November-,  but  funny  and  plea~ 
fant,  followed  by  very  dark,  calm  Weather;  open  and  mild  till  near  Ct 
mas ,  when  a  very  hard  fettled  Froft  began,  cold  and  without  Sun,  yet 
calm. 

1763.  After  this,  great  rimy  Mifts,  for  many  Days  together,  loaded 
every  Twig  of  a  Tree  with  an  unufual  Quantity  of  fnowy  Rime. *  ; -This 
Froft  was  fo  iharp  and  long,  that  it  froze  over  great  Rivers,  as  the  Severn 
and  Thames.  No  Rain  from  November  10  (except  a  little-  Snow  on  the 
1 5th,  and  fome  Showers  on  the  8th,  9th,  and  10th)  to  February  i,  aH  very 
dry.  Froft  from  December  10  to  January 29,  calm  and  cloudy;  general 
Health.  With  the  Thaw  in  February  came  in,  and  continued  all  March  and 
April,  inflammatory  Difeafes,  Coughs,  and  Catarrhs*  Pains  in  the  Stomach 
and  Side,  Rheumatifms,  and  fome  few  flow  Fevers,  not  epidemic;  other- 
wife  a  tolerable  healthy  Time..  *'  In  March ,  much  Thunder,  Lightning, 
and  Hail  in  the  South;  but  not  much  Rain,  and  none  after  the  13th. 
A  cold  Month  till  near  the  End ;  Difeafes  the  fame:  as  in  February . 
April  was  a  very  dry  Month ;  little  Rain  from  March  4  to  April  28. 
April  ended,  and  May  begun,  exceffive  cold,  and  had  much  Rain,  Snow, 
and  Hail ;  Catarrhs  rife  and  fevere.  May,  much  North  and  Eaft  Wind; 
moft  Nights  had  white  hoar  Frofts,  which  fpoiled  much  Bloffom.  Here 
we  had  Small- Pox,  Mealies,  and  Rafh  Fevers.  June  had  more  and  greater 
Thunder  and  Lightning  than  ordinary;  Plenty  of  Grafs  after  the  25th. 
This  was  the  moft  remarkable  wet  Year  I  can  remember;  for  from 
June  25  to  February  12  following,  were  747  Hours  wet,  milling,  or 
rainy ;  hence  much  Corn  greatly  damaged  in  Harveft,  and  all  of  it  got 
with  great  Difficulty :  The  Hard-Corn  Seed-Time  was  very  bad.  The 
preceding  rainy  Years  in  my  Journal  were  1735  and  1 755;  but  this  Win¬ 
ter  exceeded  both.  November  had  91  Hours  Wet;  December ,  253^  and 
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January  in  Hours  Rain;  yet  the  healthieft  Year  I  have  obferved  during 
45  Years  Practice,  which  probably  happened  from  the  frequent  Changes, 
Heights,  and  Shifts  of  the  Wind.  The  Small-Pox  and  Meafles  in  fome 
Places ;  no  inflammatory  nor  putrid  Epidemics ;  but  a  mod;  fatal  Winter 
over  all  Europe  to  all  aged  People  above  ioo  Years  old.  Barometers  were 
mofl:  variable,  they  fell  or  rofe  an  Inch  in  fix  Hours ;  Wind  and  Weather 
were  as  changeable,  almoft  daily  Frofts. 

1764.  This  Year  begun  very  wet,  being  the  Conclufion  of  a  very  rainy 
Seafon  that  had  now  lafted  above  eight  Months ;  the  Wet  began  to  abate 
about  the  Middle  of  January ,  but  did  not  ceafe  till  the  Middle  of  Febru¬ 
ary,  and  a  floody,  dirty,  difagreeable  Time  it  was.  After  a  few  Days  fair 
and  fine,  came  a  Frofl:  for  near  ten  Days,  which,  with  a  fhort  one  lad:  No¬ 
vember,  was  almoft  all  there  was  this  Winter,  and  was  too  little  to  lighten 
the  Land,  made  fo  ftiff*  with  the  Wet;  the  Seed-Time  was  dry  and  fine, 
fometimes  cold,  at  others  forwarding.  The  firfl;  Part  of  Summer  was  fine, 
with  fufficient  Showers  to  keep  Things  growing.  In  Hay-Time  there 
were  feveral  wet  Fits  for  a  few  Days,  in  which  fome  Hay  was  got  very 
ill  •  but  a  great  deal  was  well  got  in  the  dry  Weather  between,  and  there 
was  a  good  Crop.  The  laft  wet  Fit  was  in  the  Middle  of  Auguji ,  juft 
at  the  Beginning  of  Harveft;  but  the  Seafon  that  followed  was  as  fine  as 
could  be.  Grain  was  got  in  very  well ;  the  Crops  of  Beans  and  Peafe 
were  good;  but  white  Corn  was  thin,  and  more  fo  in  the  North  of  Eng¬ 
land  than  the  South  :  The  Winter  Corn  had  been  fo  drowned  lad:  Winter, 
no  Wonder  that  it  failed,  but  the  Failure  of  Barley  was  more  unexpedted ; 
I  fuppofe  it  muft  be  occafioned  either  by  the  Strength  of  the  Land  having 
been  walhed  away,  or  by  the  StifFnefs  of  the  Fallows.  The  Autumn  was 
very  fine,  and  chiefly  fair;  yet  with  Showers,  which  put  the  Ground  into 
fine  Order  for  Wheat  Seed-Time,  and  a  better  Seafon  for  it  there  could 

hardly  be. - The  greater  Part  of  Winter  was  not  fevere ;  the  latter  End 

of  November  and  Beginning  of  December  were  dark ;  then  ftormy,  and  the 
latter  Half  frofty,  but  not  a  fettled  one. 

The  firfl:  Half  of  January ,  1765,  there  were  daily  light  Rains,  and 
then  mild  till  near  the  End ;  then  a  fevere  Seafon  began,  firfl:  of  fharp 
tho’  broken  Frofl:,  which  was  followed  by  a  wet  and  floody  Seafon,  till 
towards  the  latter  End  of  April  The  Month  of  March  was  alfo  almoft 
continual  Winds.  This  was  a  bad  Seed-Time,  efpecially  on  Clay  Land, 
which  was  at  firfl:  fo  wet,  and,  when  dry  Weather  came  on,  fo  very  hard 
and  rough,  that  the  Seed  could  hardly  be  got  in.  The  laft  ten  Days  of 
April  were  unufually  mild  and  cloudy ;  a  North-Eaft  Wind ;  then  the 
Weather  fet  in  as  dry  as  it  had  been  wet  before:  The  Wind  was  chiefly 
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in  the  Northern  Points  all  Summer,  and  the  Seafon  in  general  cold ;  yet 
with  fome  very  hot  Fits  at  the  Middle  of  May,  End  of  July,  and  the  End 
of  Augujly  the  Surface  of  the  Ground  was  exceedingly  burnt,  and  Grafs 
very  lcarce ;  Rain  came  very  feldom  and  very  light ;  on  June  14,  a  mo¬ 
derate  Rain  helped  the  Grain  very  much  forward  ;  and  fome  confiderable 
Rains  in  the  Aliddle  of  Augujl  made  Grafs  come  finely  for  fome  Time  ; 
but  the  dry  Seafon  returning,  the  Ground  was  parched  again  almo/l  all 
September .  The  Summer  was  excefiive  hot  all  over  England ;  but  not 
equally  fo  all  over  Europe,  or  in  Italy  they  made  as  great  Complaint  of 
Rains  and  Deluges  all  the  Summer,  which  flooded  the  Country  and  ruined 
their  Crops.  The  Hay  on  the  early-laid  low  Lands  was  pretty  good;  but 
on  the  late-laid  and  high  Lands  it  was  very  thin;  The  firfl:  Part  of  Gffo- 
ber  had  much  Rain,  and  the  latter  Half  not  a  little;  but  not  more  than 
the  dried  parched  Ground  could  carry  off:  This  made  the  Grafs  fpring, 
tho>  too  late  to  be  in  great  Plenty ;  and  the  Seafon  being  afterwards  dry, 
chiefly  mild,  calm,  and  finer  than  ufual  at  that  Time  of  the  Year,  it  car¬ 
ried  on  the  Winter  very  well ;  Hard-Corn  Seed-Time  was  good,  and  the 
dry  Seafon  having  made  the  Fallows  in  fine  Order,  it  came  up  Well, 
There  were  fome  Frofts  in  November  and  December,  but  not  fevere;  till 
at  lafl:  a  very  {harp  one  fet  in  the  lafl:  four  Days  of  the  Year,  During  the 
lafl:  two  Years  there  were  no  Epidemics  ftirring  here  befides  Children’s 
Difeafes  and  fome  Catarrhs ;  only  in  large  manufacturing  Towns  the 
great  Dearth  of  Provifions  gave  Rife  to  former  flow  putrid  Fevers,  and 
carried  off  many  of  the  ftarved  Poor;  Wheat  6  s .  6  d.  per  Bufhel,  Barley 
26  s.  per  Quarter,  Malt  38  s .  per  Quarter,  and  Oats  from  16  to  23  s.  per 
Quarter ;  Beef  and  Mutton  4  d.  per  Pound,  and  Butter  from  7  d.  to  10  d. 
per  Pound.  Inftead  of  our  old  Prices,  Wheat  2;.  6  d.  Cheefe  from  12  s. 
to  iSs.  per  Hundred,  now  40 s .  Bacon  from  4 d.  to  8  d.  per  Pound,  and 
fo  with  other  Provifions,  £•?<;.  All  Fowls  above  double  Price:  But  are 
Labourers  Wages  raifed  proportionably  ?  Are  they  not  rather  reduced, 
efpecially  in  Manufactories  ?  In  the  Country,  Servants  or  Day  Labourers 
Wages  are  raifed,  but  not  proportionably ;  for  what  can  6  or  ys.  per  Week 
procure  now  for  a  married  Couple  and  fix  or  feven  Children  to  live  upon, 
in  fuch  a  Dearth  for  Neceflaries  ?  The  Caufes  of  which  are  obvious,  as 
railing  of  Rents  and  doubling  Afleflments ;  tying  up  Tenants  from 
plowing  their  Lands,  inclofing  Commons  and  Town-Fields,  and  turn¬ 
ing  them  into  Pafture  Land ;  turning  the  belt  Arable  Land  in  England 
to  Feeding  Grounds;  letting  too  large  Farms,  as  one  or  more  Parishes 
together,  all  formerly  Com  or  Corn  Ground,  which  kept  well  1  or 
200  Families;  adding  Farm  to  Farm,  as  one  Man  taking  a  whole  Pa- 
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rifli  or  whole  Town-Fields,  which  a  Shepherd  and  his  Dog  are  fuffi- 
cient  to  keep ;  the  great  Confumption  of  Corn  by  Diftillation,  a  Thing 
which  our  antie^t  Forefathers  knew  nothing  of,  when  England  was  a 
Roman  Grainery  ;  the  feeding  Draught-Horfes  with  Corn,  when  formerly 
all  Draughts  were  drawn  by  Oxen,  which  were  allowed  no  Corn  by  Law; 
the  vaft  Exportation  of  Corn,  and  the  Drawback  allowed,  whereby  Com- 
Fadtors  can  fell  at  a  cheaper  Price  than  they  buy. - The  Country  in  ge¬ 

neral  was  very  healthy.  Children's  Difeafes  excepted.  In  Summer  feveral 
Haemorrhages,  by  fpitting  and  vomiting.  In  fome  Parts  the  putrid  Fever 
roamed  about  from  Place  to  Place  in  the  higheft  Degree  of  Putrefaction, 
fo  as  feveral  dead  Bodies  were  obliged  to  be  buried  the  fame  Day  they  died. 
From  November  1765,  to  the  fecond  Week  in  April  1766,  a  very  dry 
Winter,  and  no  Rain  till  the  fecond  Week  in  April ;  many  fmall  Frofts 
till  February  1 1,  1  £,  13,  when  fell  the  deepeft  Snow  we  have  had  in  this 
Age;  at- feveral  Times,  and  different  Places;  on  the  Northern.  Torkjhire 
Moors,  I  found  it  27  Inches  deep  on  a  Level ;  but  in  Drifts  in  fome  Places 
it  was  many  Yards  deep ;  a  hard  Froft  all  the  while,  which  continued  feve¬ 
ral  Weeks.  The  Snow  melted  infenfibly  without  Rains  or  Floods,  which 
was  drunk  up  by  the  thirfty  Earth,  and  foaked  it  to  a  Marfh  on  the  Sur¬ 
face.  From  the  fecond  Week  of  April  to  the  firft  of  Augujl  y  no  great 
nor  heavy  Rains  or  Floods ;  but  being  gentle  it  went  into  the  Earth,  and 
kept  the  Ground  very  wet.  Augujl  and  September  were  pleafant  Harveft 
Months,  tho’  the  firft  Half  of  September  was  very  cold,  wet,  and  rainy  on  the 
Eaftern  Coaft.  An  uncommon  Quantity  of  Grafs  and  Hay  this  Summer; 
Corn  looked  well,  and  promifed  an  uncommonly  rich  Crop  of  all  Sorts  of 
Grain;  but  in  fome  Places  anfwered  not  the  Expectation;  fome  Wheat  was 
fpotted,  fome  looked  fair,  fine,  and  good,  but  proved  very  indifferent  on 
handling.  Barley  failed  in  fome  Places ;  Oats,  Beans,  and  Peafe  were  very 
fine  Crops;  but  this  leffened  not  the  Prices  of  Provifions,  which  continued 
very  high,  as  they  had  done  feveral  Years  before,  without  any  Appearance 
of  being  cheaper;  but  the  Government,  and  they  only,  may  put  a  Stop  to 
it  when  they  pleafe.  The  wet  Spring  and  Summer  weakened  both  the 
volatile  and  fixed  Principles  of  all  Mineral  Waters,  except  fuch  as  were 
loaded  with  Muriatic  or  Sea  Salt,  as  Harrogate ,  which  did  not  heat  the 
Body  fo  much,  and  purged  better  as  it’s  Salts  were  more  diluted,  tho'  much 
weaker  of  the  Phlogifton :  But  fuch  as  know  how  to  examine  Mineral 
Waters  can  tell  to  a  Certainty  how  much  at  different  Seafons  they  gain 
or  lofe  of  their  Principles  by  Drought  or  Rains,  whilft  Chemifts,  by  Fires 
and  Furnaces,  can  only  tell  of  their  fixed  Parts,  which  are  alfo  thereby 
altered.  The  wet  Spring  and  Summer  continued  to  the  Beginning  of 
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Augufi ;  the  firft  Week  whereof,  and  the  laft  Week  of  September ,  were 
the  hotted:  Seafons  we  have  had  for  feveral  Years ;  it’s  Excefs  was  fatal  to 
feveral  People  and  Horfes  upon  the  Roads,  and  in  the  Fields.  Thefe  two 
Months  were  the  bed:  Harveft  we  have  had  for  many  Years,  and  all  Sorts 
of  Grain  well  got,  except  in  the  North  of  England ,  in  Cumberland  and 
Wejlmor eland ,  where  the  Harveft  is  very  late,  tho’  we  were  told  in  the 
public  Papers,  a  Fortnight  before  it  began,  that  it  was  very  early,  and 
well  got;  but  this  was  contradicted  by  the  fame  Papers  in  the  Beginning 
of  October,  *  when  Farmers  began  to  complain  of  the  Want  of  Rain  to  fit 
the  Ground  for  fowing  and  to  bring  on  Eddifih;  but  their  Fears  were  fea- 
fonably  diffipated  by  a  plentiful  Rain  on  the  6th,  &c.  The  excedive  Price 
of  Providons  caufed  fhocking  Mobs  and  InfixrreCtions  in  feveral  Parts  of 
the  Nation,  which  had  a  terrifying  AfpeCt ;  but  his  Majefty's  Proclama¬ 
tion  to  ftop  the  Exportation  of  Wheat,  it  is  hoped,  may  remedy  the  Evil, 
and  make  his  Subjects  eader.  I  think  there  feems  a  very  plain  Method 
laid  down  for  lowering  the  Prices  of  Providons,  in  a  late  Pamphlet, 
called  An  Addrefs  to  Parliament  in  Behalf  of  the  farving  Multitude,  by 
the  Oldfafjioned  Farmer . 

*  We  had  pretty  much  Rain  in  November ,  but  December  was  a  very  wet  Month,  having 
140  wetting  Hours.  The  Barometer  was  remarkably  low  on  the  21ft  and  22d ;  but  higher 
on  the  27th  and  28th  than  ever  I  obferved  mine  in  40  Years,  viz.  within  two  Decimals  of 
31  Inches ;  tho*  we  are  told,  in  a  public  News  Paper  from  Carlijley  that  the  Barometer  in 
England  never  rifes  above  35,  i.  e.  30I,  yet  the  Winter  hitherto  was  pretty  warm,  and  went 
on  very  favourably  till  'January  1,  1767,  which  was  the  ftormieft  Day  I  ever  faw  of  Wind, 
Snow,  and  Hail.  About  Midnight  that  Night  happened  fuch  a  Blaft  of  Wind  here  for  four 
or  five  Minutes,  as  the  oldeft  Man  in  England  never  heard  the  like;  had  it  lafted  half  an 
Hour  the  ftrongeft  Buildings  in  England  could  not  have  withftood  it.  The  Storm  of  Wind 
continued  all  Friday ,  but  not  fo  high ;  nor  was  the  firft  Blaft  fo  terrible  abroad,  tho*  from  the 
News  we  find  it  went  over  all  Europe ,  and  a  {hocking  Storm  of  Snow  at  the  fame  Time, 
with  much  terrible  Thunder,  Lightning,  and  Hail  all  along  theCoaft,  and  a  moft  fevere  Froft 
withall,  fo  as  all  Liquors  (Spirits  excepted)  froze  in  Lodging-Rooms.  The  Severity  of  this 
Cold  was  fuch,  that  the  beft  Thermometers  flood  3  Degrees  below  the  Froft  of  1740,  and 
2  below  that  of  1709;  as  was  the  Snow,  which  was  here  upon  a  Level  at  30  Inches;  in 
Northumberland  faid  to  be  four  or  five  Yards  deep,  and  in  fome  Places,  where  drifted,  14 
Yards  deep  ;  in  a  Valley  in  the  South  I  read  in  the  News  there  was  a  Drift  40  Fathom,  or  80 
Yards  deep.  This  Snow  was  much  more  general  in  Britain  and  all  the  Northern  Countries, 
than  that  in  February  1766.  The  high  Wind  the  2d  Inftant  caufed  terrible  Lofles  at  Sea, 
and  alfo  of  many  Lives.  Great  was  the  Lofs  of  People  ftarved  to  Death  by  Land,  and  much 
Cattle  and  Sheep  loft  in  many  Places.  This  Froft  and  fevere  Seafon  continued  to  the  22d 
Day,  when  the  Snow  was  moftly  carried  off  in  four  or  five  Days,  with  a  calm,  (Wind  fou- 

therly)  mild,  foft  Spring  Seafon  to  February  7. - We  had  here  a  very  great  Flood,  whereby 

the  River  rofe  to  within  1 2  or  14  Inches  of  the  great  Flood  on  rfpril  ii,  12,  1759.— ■■■  Many 
Earthquakes  this  Winter  in  feveral  Places. 
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MANr  ingenious  Gentlemen ,  in  different  and  dijlant  Places 
at  home  and  abroad ,  have  kept  Journals  of  the  Weather , 

'  -  **  a 

Air.,  and  it's  Temperature ,  and  their  monthly  and  yearly  Quan¬ 
tities  of  Rain ;  feveral  AbfraSls  of  all  which  I  have  perufed \ 
and  computed  at  monthly  Mediums  between  the  highef  and  low- 

.  V  .  -  -i  '*•  *  r  *  *  '  •  * 

ejl  of  Mercury,  or  Spirits  in  their  Tubes ,  or  Rain  in  it's  Recei¬ 
ver j  but  thefe  being  fitter  for  Speculation  and  Amufement  than 
any  ufeful  Purpofes  yet  known ,  though ,  if  colleSled \  compared , 


- 

and  improved \  might  afford  fome  not  contemptible  Hints ,  there¬ 
fore  fuch  Journals  Jhould  be  depofeted  in  fome  public  Mufeums. 
where  the  Curious  might  have  Accefs  to  them . 


It  is  needlefs  to  mention  the  ConfiruSlions  of  the  Tubes ,  all  be¬ 
ing  fuppofed  to  be  perpendicular ,  nor  their,  fundry  Diameters ; 
only  the  Scale  of  the  Barometer  I  ufed  feveral  Years ,  had  it's  • 
Decimals  two  Tenths  below  the  28th  Inch ,  therefore,  both  it's 
■monthly  and  yearly  Totals  run  proportionably  higher.  We  muff 
not  expeSl.  that  the  Height  of  the.  Mercury  in  all  Barometers, 
in  fundry  and  different  Places ,  Stations ,  Situations ,  Countries , 
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and  Climates ,  without  the  Tropic ,  Jhould  be  exaSily  alike  at  the 
fame  Time ,  except  the  Prejfure  of  the  Air  could  be  exaBly  alike 
in  all ,  unlefs  it  was  invariable ,  both  without  and  between  the 
Tropics  j  for  the  more  it  is  comprejfed ,  or  the  higher  it' s  Column , 
the  heavier  it  is.  The  higher  the  Column  of  Air  is  above 

:  •  •  **  •  *  «•  '  .  -r  ct  v 

the  Surface  of  the  Earth  and  Sea ,  the  more  thin,  dilated t 

*  *  ■  '  y  #  v  ,  .  „  •  .  J*  '  _  ^  \  ^  ^  . 

fpungy,  and  light  \ ;  therefore  at  the  Foot  of  Snowden-Hill, 
(which  is  1240  Yards  high)  the  Mercury  flood  at  3  Or,  at  the 

•\  •.  "■  ■' \  '•v.  ... 

Top  2  6-7-5-,  fo  the  Mercury  fell  one  Decimal  every  ten  Yards . 
Afr.  Derham  fays  it  fell  one  Tenth  every  3  2  Feet  perpendicu- 
Jar.  Though  the  Difance  between  London  and  Paris  is  not 
-great ,  yet  in  the  former  the  greatef  Height  of  the  Mercury  is 

’  '  »  ,  '  ^  .  ,  .  «•  V  ‘  .  . 

3  o  Inches  | ;  //V  lowejlj  2  8  -V.  In  the  latter  it* s  greatejl 
Height  is  28  Inches  W,  almof  our  lowefi ;  //’j  lowef  is  26-A-; 

/wo  Inches  Range  in  both. '  But  between  the  Tropics  the 
Weight  of  the  Air  fcarce  varies  at  all ;  which  Dr.  Hailey  im¬ 
putes  to  the  Gentlenefs  and  Samenefs  of  the  Wind ;  but  perhaps 
in  other  Places  other  Things  may  contribute  to  the  Variation  of 
the  Weight  of  the  Air ,  as  afcending  Vapours ,  W tather  in  ad¬ 
jacent  Countries ,  Cold  from  the  Poles ,  Heat  from  the  Equator , 

'  t 

fundry  Phafes  of  the  Moon ,  &c. 


Yet,  after  all  thefe,  we  are  left  as  ignorant  of  our  own  Sea- 
Ions  as  Foreigners ;  for  we  fnd  no  Proportions  aligned  between 
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our  wet  and  dry  Weather,  nor  of  our  Extremes  between  Heat 
and  Cold  in  different  Seafons ,  nor  between  different  Years ;  nor 
of  the  fever al  Temperatures  of  the  Air  at  fundry  Times  of  the 
Day ,  and  M  fundry  Heights  or  Diflances  frotn  the  Earth ; 
nor  of  the  Strength  and  Powers  of  the  Atmofphere  in  fujlaining 
Loads  or  Weight ;  or  whether  our  Air  is  healthier  now  or  for¬ 
merly y  &c.  Thefe ,  and  federal  ufeful  Things ,  were  left  to  fur¬ 
ther  Inquiries* 
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SOME  SHORT 

METEOROLOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS. 


TH  E  fmall  Difference  of  the  Range  of  the  Mercury  in  the  Baro¬ 
meter,  or  of  the  different  Levity  or  Gravity  of  our  Air  between 
one  Year  and  another,  confidering  our  Diftance  from  the  Equi¬ 
noctial  Line,  is  furprizing ;  and  alfo  confidering  the  feeming  Inequality 
and  Uncertainty  of  our  Weather  and  Seafons,  it  had  been  quite  incre¬ 
dible,  without  a  fure  Air-Gauge  to  be  depended  on.  For  by  comparing 
feveral  Journals  of  Barometers,  carefully  kept  in  different  and  diftant 
Places,  (efpecially  here  and  at  Plymouth)  the  greateft  and  longeft  Range 
of  the  latter  kept,  at  a  Medium,  from  2  Decimals  under  28  Inches ‘for 
21  Years.  It’s  greateft  two  Years  Range  was  in  1740  and  41,  13,792 ; 
and  it’s  fhorteft  two  Years  Range  was  in  1734  and  35,  which  was  12,124, 
viz.  1648  Odds,  fcarce  a  ninth  Part.  The  greateft  Range  of  the  Mercury 
here  was  in  40  and  41,  which  (from  the  Lownefs  of  the  Scale)  made 
*8,953  >  an^  a^°  becaufe  the  Mercury  rifes  and  Rations  confiderably 
higher  here.  The  two  Years  of  the  laft  Range  was  in  51  and  55, 
12,839,  near  one  Third  Difference.  Both  the  laft  Years  were  Years  of 

Scarcity. 

Taking  a  Series  of  the  Range  of  the  Plymouth  Barometer  for  21  Years 
together,  the  Range  is  greateft  in  December  and  January,  viz.  24,273 ; 
and  the  fhorteft  Range  in  June  and  July ,  viz.  21,576,  or  24  to  214. 
The  Spring  Months  exceed  the  Harveft,  as  344  to  33.  The  fix  Winter 
Months  Barometer  exceed  the  Summer  fix  Months,  as  69  to  65.  Janu¬ 
ary  had  the  greateft  Range  of  all  the  Months,  and  September  the  leaft,  be¬ 
ing  near  as  122  to  106.  1742  had  the  longeft  yearly  Range,  viz.  6979; 

and  1735  the  fhorteft,  viz.  6060,  above  69  to  60.  The  whole  of  21 
Years  of  the  Plymouth  Barometer,  taken  by  the  Medium  as  above,  was 
I35>749*  The  three  longeft  Months  here  were  January,  May ,  and  Oc¬ 
tober-,  they  exceeded  February,  April,  and  November,  the  three  fhorteft, 
as  424  to  394;  the  29  Years  of  the  former  three  being  42,436;  of  the 
latter, 2  39,55 1.  There  is  a  confiderable  Difference  between  the  Range  of 
thefe 'two  Barometers  in  the  fame  Year;  for  in  1737  the  Range  of  the 
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Mercury  at  Plymouth  was  300  more  than  in  36.  Here  the  total  Range 
of  36  was  100  more  than  in  37 ;  if  the  Difference  rofe  not  from  the  for- 
mer  being  computed  Totals  from  the  Medium,  the  other  real  Totals  by 
Addition.  At  Plymouth  the  Ranges  of  37  and  38  were  pretty  near  equal; 
but  here  38  had  near  300  lefs  than  37.  At  Plymouth ,  38  and  39  were 
pretty  much  alike;  but  here  the  latter  had  near  500  more  than  the  for¬ 
mer.  At  Plymouth ,  40  had  400  more  than  39 ;  here  the  Range  of  40  was 
1 100  more  than  39.  At  Plymouth,  40  and  42  had  each  of  them  above 
500  more  than  41 ;  here  40  and  41  were  equal,  each  of  them  had  250 
more  than  42.  At  Plymouth,  42  had  a  larger  Range  than  43;  here  it 
was  the  contrary..  In  both  Places  43  was  greater  than  44,  and  had  more 
than  45.  Here  45  was  lefs  than  46,  but  it  was  more  at  Plymouth ;  yet 
that  had  lefs  than  47  or  48.  Here  46  exceeded  47  and  48,  and  was  next 
to  44:  But  in  23  Years  of  our  Barometer  here,  1755  was  the  leaft,  wherein 
the  whole  Year’s  Range  was  only  5669. 

If  luch  as  oblige  the  Public  with  true  monthly  Totals  would  do  it,  not 
by  an  arithmetical  Mean,  fuch  as  I  was  forced  to  take,  but  by  the  Sum  of 
the  Heights  each  Day,  divided  by  the  Number  of  Days,  fuch  a  Mean 
might  convey  to  fome  a  better  Idea  than  the  total  Sum ;  to  which  might 
be  added  the  chief  Quarters  and  Heights  of  the  Winds ;  for  upon  Trial » 
there  will  fometimes  be  found  a  confiderable  Difference  between  com¬ 
puted  and  real  Totals.  E.  g.  the  true  Totals  of  the  Barometer  here,  for 
February  47,  were  730;  the  computed  were  672..  For  June  48,  the 
added  Totals  were  673  ;  the  computed  726.  For  December  48,.  the  one 
was  610;  the  other  480.  But  fuch  great  Differences  feldom  happen,  ex¬ 
cept  when  there  chances  to  be  a  very  high  Glafs,  and  none  very  low*  £? 
e  contra  ;  but  they  oftener  come  pretty  near  together. 

„  ’  *  i  -  -  f  td  v  .  5  -  ;  >  hiUi 

The  true  firft  19  Years  Totals  of  the  Barometer  here,  were  164,531 ; 
the  computed  were  160,901 ;  both  in  the  fame  Glafs,  not  drifted  or  va¬ 
ried.  Nor  do  thefe  two  Barometers  agree  in  their  higheft  and  lowed: 
Stations  on  the  fame  Day  for  13  Years;  for  in  312  Days  of  that  Time 
they  were  the  higheft  and  lowed:  on  the  lame  Day  only  76  Times;  and 
there  was  a  Day  between  their  Rife  and  Fall  58  Times,  and  two  Days  be¬ 
tween  them  24  Times;  in  all  158  Times,  or  near  one  Half.  On  the 
other  Half  of  thofe  Days  they  differ  widely  from  3  to  20  Days,  or  more. 
At  fome  Times  on  thofe  Days  the  Mercury  was  higheft  in  one  Place,  and 
*  lowed:  in  the  other.  But  the  Wind  differed  dill  more,  and  rarely  agreed 
in  one  Point ;  fometimes  they  were  directly  oppofite,  being  South  or  Weft 
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in  one  Place ;  in  the  other.  North  or  Eaft.  In  comparing  the  fecond 
Thermometers  from  November  i,  1734,  to  July  1,  37,  in  64  Days  their 
higheft  and  lowed  happened  only  eight  Times  on  the  fame  Day,  and  nine 
Times  at  a  Day  between,  and  five  Times  at  two  Days  Diftance ;  on  the 
other  42  Days  they  differed  as  widely;  fo  that  the  great  Agreement  of 
Winds,  Weather,  and  Glaffes  in  this  Ifland  feldom  holds  good  on  a  fair 
Trial.  Glaffes  can  but  indicate  the  State  of  the  Weather  for  a  fhort 
Time ;  and  even  then  the  Wind,  and  it’s  Height,  and  Temperature  of 
the  Air,  muft  be  taken  into  the  Account,  or  the  Barometer  will  be  of  little 
Ufe ;  for  a  North- Weft,  North-Eafl,  or  Eaft  Wind  raifes  or  keeps 
up  the  Mercury,  even  in  rainy  Weather;  and  a  South,  South-Weft,  or 
South-Eaft  Wind  lowers  it  in  fair  Weather:  Intenfe  Colds  alfo  give  it  a 
greater  Range;  hence  'January  (generally  the  coldeft  Month  in  the  Year) 
has  the  greateft  Range ;  and  July  (which  is  commonly  the  hotteft  Month) 
has  often  the  leaft  Range.  And  tho’,  in  very  hot,  calm,  and  clear  Weather, 
the  Mercury  rifes  in  the  Night,  yet  it  falls  in  the  Heat  of  the  Day,  tho’ 
there  be  no  Air  at  the  Top,  and  fo  is  a  Kind  of  fmall  Compound  of  both 
Barometer  and  Thermometer.  In  fmall  narrow  Tubes  the  mutual  Fric¬ 
tion  of  the  Glafs  and  Mercury  prevent  the  quick  Afcent  and  Defcent  of 
the  latter,  tho’  the  Mercury  attracts  it’s  own  Particles  more  than  the  Glafs, 
which  makes  it’s  Surface  convex ;  but  ftriking  on  the  Side  of  the  Glafs, 
or  Frame,  deftroys  this  Fridtion ;  otherwife  the  Middle  of  the  Mercury 
may  either  rife  or  fall  more  than  it’s  Sides.  The  Mercury  falls  as  well 
for  high  Winds,  Hurricanes,  and  tempeftuous  Weather  in  the  Place,  or 
near  it,  as  for  Rain ;  and  in  an  unfettled  State  of  Weather  the  Mercury 
rifes  and  falls  by  Jirks,  and  is  not  to  be  depended  upon ;  the  fame  it  does 
on  the  Heights  and  Shifts  of  Winds.  Thus  we  fee,  tho’  the  Barometer 
is  a  very  ufeful  Inftrument,  yet  it  is  not  extenfively  fo,  only  for  a  few  Days 
or  Hours  often,  but  not  always.  Nor  does  it  indicate  the  State  of  the 
Air  and  Weather  in  all  Places ;  for  in  the  Seat  of  the  variable  Winds, 
viz.  in  the  Latitude  of  45  Degrees  and  10  Degrees  on  each  Side,  is  the 
great  Variation  of  the  Height  of  the  Mercury,  for  it’s  Rife  and  Fall  equally 
decreafe  towards  the  Poles  and  Equator ;  fo  that  within  the  Tropics,  and 
near  the  Polar  Circles,  it  ftands  at  near  three  Tenths  of  an  Inch,  at  15 
Degrees.  North  or  South  from  the  Line,  it  ranges  one  Inch;  at  30  De¬ 
grees,  two  Inches;  at  45  Degrees,  three  Inches;  at  60  Degrees,  two 
Inches;  at  75  Degrees,  one  Inch;  at  81  Degrees,  not  i-4th  of  an  Inch. 
Thus  far  in  an  ordinary  Courfe  of  the  Weather;  but,  in  great  Agita¬ 
tions  of  the  Air  within  the  Tropics,  there  muft  be  a  much  greater  De- 
preflion  of  the  Mercury. 
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From  Gleanings  of  Thermometrical  Tables,  kept  and  collected  from 
feveral  Parts  of  this  Ifland,  upon  the  whole  there  appears  a  near  Equality 
of  the  Temperature  of  the  Air,  which  has  a  Mildnefs  in  it  feldom  inviting 
us  to  the  Cool  of  the  Grotto,  to  Caverns,  or  trellifed  Windows  in  our 
Rooms  in  Summer,  nor  to  Stoves,  Bagnios,  or  Furrs  in  Winter,  having 
rarely  fuch  fcorching  Heats  or  freezing  Colds  as  are  common  near  the 
Line  or  Poles;  for,  during  the  21  Years  of  the  Plymouth  Journal,  their 
Thermometer  (hews  a  great  Equality  among  the  Years.  1733  being  the 
warmeft  there,  it’s  total  Range,  at  a  Medium,  was  15,788;  and  40  the 
coldeft,  it’s  Range  was  19,239,  near  one  Sixth  Odds.  But  from  the 
Southwick  Journal,  and  Dr.  Wmteringha?ris  NoJfologicumy  1726  feems  to 
have  been  hotter  than  33  ;  for  in  the  former,  from  April  1  to  January  1, 
3727,  the  total  Range  of  thofe  nine  Months,  at  a  Medium,  was  1 1,889 ; 
but  the  Range  of  the  fame  Tube  in  the  open  Air,  unfhifted,  during  the 
fame  nine  Months,  in  1738,  was  13,107.  The  Heat  of  26  was  fhort 
of  17  and  18,  but  efpecially  of  19;  for  Dr.  Winteringham  fays  that  the 
Heat  of  thofe  Years  was  very  uncommon  in  this  Climate,  as  was  the  Cold 
of  1698,  taking  the  whole  Year  together,  beyond  that  of  1740 ;  fo  that 
thefe  Years  feem  to  be  the  late  Extremes  of  our  Air,  the  Severity  of  40 
being  chiefly  in  the  four  firft  Months. 

-  .  «•-  _  t  f ■  •  '  /  -  • 

Thermometrical  Journals  give  not  only  a  comparative  Account  of  a  Se¬ 
ries  of  Years  in  the  fame  Place,  but  alfo  the  Temperature  of  the  Air  in 
different  Places,  Soils,  Situations,  Climates,  and  Countries ;  as  at  Ply - 
mouth ,  London,  and  Southwick .  The  total  Range  of  the  Thermometers 
from  January  1,  1729,  to  January  1,  1736,  the  firft  was  117,423;  the 
fecond,  124,838;  the  third,  135,886;  fo  that  they  are  nearly  as  from  ij, 
12,  and  13  ;  efpecially  as  the  laft  flood  expofed  in  the  open  Air,  in  a 
North  Afpedl,  (haded  from  the  Sun  and  Rain ;  which  is  the  only  true  Si¬ 
tuation  all  Thermometers  fhould  be  placed  in.  The  firft  lies  clofe  by  the 
Sea  Side;  the  laft  lies  low,  furrounded  with  thick  Woods.  On  compa¬ 
ring  the  &outhwi£k  and  Lyndon  Thermometers  (the  laft  lies  on  the  Top  of 
a  Hill,  (even  computed  Miles  from  the  firft)  during  the  Time  of  their 
cotemporary  Registration,  the  Total  of  the  former  was  56,633;  of  the 
latter,  55,226.  Indeed  the  Air  of  the  former  may  be  cooler,  from  its 
low  Situation,  clayey  Soil,  and  much  Wood,  and  the  Tube  expofed  to  the 
open  Air ;  and  the  latter  hung  in  a  Gallery  facing  the  North,  in  the  Houfe* 
in  a  clear,  dry  Air.  Or  if  Plymouth ,  London ,  Edinburgh ,  and  Southwick 
Tubes  are  compared  for  the  four  Years,  Dr.  Plummer  kept  his  Journal  at 
Edinburgh ,  viz.  from  June  1,  1731,  to  June  ix  1735,  their  Totals  are, 

for 
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for  the  firft,  66,280 ;  the  fecond,  70,943  ;  the  third,  749333  ;  the  fourth, 
85,537  :  The  firft  lies  warmeft,  the  laft  coldeft.  Or  if  we  compare  the 
Totals  of  Plymouth ,  Southwick,  and  this  Place,  from  November  1,  1734, 
to  July  1,  17379  the  firft  was  46,546 ;  the  fecond,  47,998 ;  the  third, 
42,162.  In  the  laft  Year  L 0 ndon  was  17,919;  this  Place,  16,600;  above 
1300  Odds.  But  was  an  exadf  Hiftory  of  the  feveral  Temperatures  of 
the  Air  in  different  Places  to  be  expedted,  all  Gaffes  fhould  have  equal 
Balls,  Tubes,  Bores,  and  contain  the  fame  Liquor  at  equal  Heights,  and 
be  all  placed  in  the  fame  proper  Afpedt ;  for  the  Temperature  of  the  Air 
is  altered  by  a  Thoufand  little  Accidents,  efpecially  in  Cities,  Towns, 
and  Places  of  Refort. , 

1 

From  our  Senfe  of  Feeling  and  the  Help  of  Thermometers,  we  perceive 
the  Air  grow  warm,  and  it’s  Gravity  lefs  variable,  as  we  come  nearer  the 
Line,  and  more  changeable  in  it’s  Temperature  as  we  recede  from  that, 
and  approach  the  Poles ;  nay,  it  varies  in  the  fame  Country  at  fmall 
Diftances ;  for  we  find  the  fame  Year,  Seafon,  yea  Day,  colder  in  one 
Place  and  warmer  in  another.  The  fame  is  true  as  to  Fruitfulnefs  and 
Barrennefs ;  for  the  Harveft  of  1742  was  good  and  plentiful  in  England , 
but  was  poor  and  bad  in  Scotland,  which  was  obliged  to  be  fupplied 
with  Corn  from  Poland .  The  Spring  of  46  in  England  was  unufu- 
ally  fevere,  wet,  hard  Froft  and  deep  Snows,  which  two  laft  were  terrible 
in  the  Highlands,  but  in  the  South  of  Scotland  an  uncommon  dry,  warm 
Seed-Time.  The  whole  Summer  and  Harveft  of  56  was  moft  wet,  and 
often  Rain  in  England,  but  good  and  moft  feafonable  in  Scotland ;  a  few 
Weeks  in  June  and  July  excepted.  At  Plymouth,  1733,  ^  was  2.  j  5  th 
Part  warmer  than  30,  and  an  84th  colder  in  London .  1735  was  a  17th 

Part  colder  at  Plymouth  than  29 ;  but  rather  warmer  in  London,  and  ex- 
ceflive  cold  here.  At  Southwick,  29  was  colder  than  35.  The  Drought 
alfo  of  1760,  contrary  to  moft  other  Droughts,  affebted  the  Champaign 
Country  much  more  than  the  mountainous  and  moorifh.  Several  like 
Inftances  will  occur  to  fuch  as  will  compare  journals  from  different  Places 
and  Countries ;  nay,  even  at  the  fmall  Diftances  of  half  a  Mile  or  a  Mile,  I 
have  feen  it  frofty  in  one  Place,  and  frefh  and  mild  in  another ;  clear  and 
calm  in  one,  cold  and  cloudy  in  another;  Rain,  Snow,  Flail,  Sleet,  @4.  in 
one,  fair,  warm,  &c.  in  another.  General  Rains  and  Snows  happen  but 
feldom  in  the  fame  Year. 

♦  •  1  ’  \ 

The  Difference  of  the  Temperature  of  the  Air,  at  different  Seafons  of  the 
Year,  is  much  greater  than  between  one  Year  and  another,  December  and 

January 
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‘'-January  being  ufually  the  coldeft  Months,  and  July  and  Augujl  naturally 
the  warmed:;  if  it  happens  otherwife  the  Seafons  are  irregularly  conftituted. 
In  Plymouth  21  Years  Journal,  the  Total  for  January  is  40,226  ;  for  July, 
1 8,892.  For  the  feven  Years  of  London ,  January  is  1 3,842  ;  for  Augiljl , 
7377-  For  *3  Years  at  Southwick,  January  is  26,286;  for  July,  14,243. 
At  Lyndon ,  for  15  Years,  January  is  31,002;  July,  15,0774.  At  Edin¬ 
burgh,  four  J dnuary s  were  8937;  four  July s,  5023.  Two  January s  here, 
5021 5  two  Julys ,  2790.  Some  near,  fome  below,  and  others  above  one 

Half,  or  double. - The  Spirits  or  Mercury  in  Tubes,  in  the  warmed;  and 

coldeft  Months  of  the  fame  Year,  have  very  different  Ranges ;  for  in  Ja¬ 
nuary  33,  it  was  1689;  in  July,  745.  In  January  40,  the  computed 
Range  was  2371.  In  June  the  fame  Year,  (which  was  cold  for  the  Sea- 
fon)  1005.  Hereby  alfo  we  have  the  feveral  Ranges,  in  the  fame  Months 
of  different  Years,  which  fhews  a  furprizing  Difference;  for  in  May  26, 
it  was  1095  ;  but  in  May  29,  it  was  1623  ;  and  at  Southwick ,  near  as  1 1 
to  16.  But  had  we  the  Range  for  1698  and  1719,  the  Difference  would 
be  much  greater,  as  the  former  was  the  coldeft,  and  the  latter  the  warm- 
eft  we  have  had  in  this  Age;  for  the  Difference  between  1740  and  45,  is 
inconfiderable  upon  the  whole,  viz.  7555  and  7670;  or  compare  the  hot¬ 
ted;  Month  in  Plymouth  and  the  coldeft,  viz.  Augujl  46 ,  6^51,  and  Janu¬ 
ary  40,  2351 ;  as  6  to  23,  near  4  to  1. 

Hence  obferve,  that  Barrennefs  of  Land  and  Famine  cannot  be  certainly 
from  Spring  Cold  alone  or  Rain  alone;  for  in  1728  was  a  great  Scarcity, 
or  fmall  Famine;  the  Range  of  the  Spirits  for  the  four  Spring  Months 
was  5818.  In  29  was  a  mod:  rich  and  plentiful  Crop;  Oats  fell  from  a 
Guinea  to  5  j.  per  Quarter,  and  Wheat  from  y  s.  to  2  s.  6  d.  per  Bufhel; 
yet  the  Range  of  the  four  Spring  Months  was  6377.  Therefore  the 
Dearth  of  28  was  not  from  the  Cold,  but  the  exceffive  Rains;  for  from 
December  1,  27,  to  May  1728,  fell  near  20  Inches  Rain;  but  the  whole 
Year  of  27  had  only  204.  28  had  27  Inches  Rain.  1729  had  24  Inches. 
From  December  28  to  May  1,  29,  fell  little  above  eight  Inches;  fo  that 
the  Seed  was  leaked,  drowned,  and  rotten  in  the  Earth  in  the  Winter  and 

Spring  cf  28. - Again,  in  1740  we  had  fcarce  any  Rain  from  December 

39  to  May  40,  but  the  fevered:  Winter  that  had  been  in  England  fome 
Ages  before,  fo  as  Rocks  of  Ice  were  dug  out  of  the  Earth  in  July  after. 
From  December  to  May  fell  not  two  Inches  Rain.  Therefore  the  Famine 
of  40  and  41  is  eadly  accounted  for  ;  for,  1.  The  Seed  and  vegetive  Prin¬ 
ciples  were  locked  up  and  chilled  in  the  Ground,  which  was  a  meer  Rock 
of  Ice;  fo  that  where  there  was  any  Moifture,  or  where  the  Earth  was 
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very  dry,  there  could  be  no  Vegetation.  2.  The  Ground  had  fpent  it’s 
prefent  fuperficial  vegetive  Principles  in  producing  the  luxuriant  Crops  of 
38  and  39,  enough,  with  Management,  to  have  ferved  the  Nation  four  or 
five  Years.  3.  In  the  North,  the  deluging  Rains  in  the  laft  Month  of  39 
had  drowned  the  Earth  with  Water.  4.  Which  Rains  had  difiolved  and 
carried  off  the  fertilizing  Salts  out  of  the  Earth’s  Surface.  5.  It  killed, 
drowned,  and  carried  off*  much  Seed  in  the  low  Grounds  where  the  great 
Rains  had  fallen;  and  in  high  Grounds  it  was  ftarved  in  the  Spring  till  it 
was  too  late  to  come  in  Time;  but,  where  there  had  been  lets  Ram,  the 
Crops  of  Corn  were  pretty  good;  and  it  was  obfervable  that  the  North 
Countries  towards  the  Pole  had  a  milder  Winter  than  common.  The 
exceflive  Rains  of  55,  with  the  cold  hoar  Frofts  and  Eaft  Wind  in  the 
Spring  of  56,  till  near  the  End  of  June ,  occafioned  the  great  Famine  of 
56  and  57  :  And  whenever  the  Cafe  happens  to  be  as  in  thefe  three  In- 
fiances,  there  is  great  Reafon  and  Probability  to  expedt  a  Famine,  there¬ 
fore  fpecial  Care  fhould  be  taken,  at  fuch  Seafons,  to  manage  the  prece¬ 
ding  Crops  wi.th  (Economy. 

There  can  no  true  Eftimate  be  made  of  the  Temperature  of  the  Air  in 
general,  of  feveral  Places,  from  Scrap  Journals  of  one  for  a  few  Months, 
as  we  fee  from  the  Difference  between  May  1726,  and  May  1729.  To 
take  a  juft  Account  of  the  Temperature  of  the  Air,  Obfervations  fhould 
be  made  and  regiftered,  Morning,  Noon,  and  Evening  daily,  viz.  at  or 
before  Sun-rifing,  which  is  the  coldeft  Time  in  the  24  Hours ;  at  Gne  in 
the  Afternoon,  which  is  the  warmeft  Time ;  and  Nine  or  Ten  at  Night, 
from  a  Thermometer  fixed  in  a  proper  Afpedt,  once  a  Day  being  only  a 
random  Guefs ;  but  to  take  it  at  fundry  Times  on  feveral  Days,  or  Fore¬ 
noon  and  Afternoon,  when  the  Difference  is  very  fmall,  and  that  neither, 
in  the  warmeft  nor  coldeft  Time,  is  trifling  and  idle,  fit  only  to  divert 
gouty  People.  Therefore  in  the  next  Page,  on  the  Left  Hand  Margin, 
are  the  Stations  of  Farenheit9 s  Mercurial  Pocket  Thermometer,  taken 
three  Times  a  Day  from  November  2,  1754,  to  July  1,  55;  where  obferve 
that  the  fifth  Line  of  each  of  the  three  Columns  is  only  for  the  laft  ten  Days 
of  March ;  where  we  fee  that  as  One  o’CIock  P.  M.  is  warmeft,  fo  one. 
Hour  before  Sun-rifing  is  coldeft.  But  this  is  more  evident  from  the  ele¬ 
ven  Months  Table,  clofe  to  the  Right  Hand  of  the  other  on  the  Margin,, 
taken  with  another  Thermometer  which  was  exadlly  divided,  but  neither 
graduated  nor  regulated.  This  difcovered  the  leaft  Alteration  in  the  Tem¬ 
perature  of  the  Air  of  any  I  have  feen ;  it’s  Scale  was  divided  into  120 
equal  Parts,  according  to  that  of  the  Royal  Society ;  yet  the  Sum  total  of 
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all  thefe  Parts  was  only  equal  to  76  of  Farenkeit’s,  and  fo  could  only  be 
ufeful  in  the  Winter  Sun.  It  begins  with  November  55,  as  the  other  did 

November  54. 

Taking  the  eleven  Right  Hand  Months  together,  the  Cold  of  the  Morn¬ 
ing  is  to  that  of  the  Evening  near  as  22  to  21 ;  and  the  Noon,  as  22  to  16, 
from  the  oblique  Diftance  of  the  Sun,  and  it’s  fhort  Prefence  in  our  Sight. 
The  Difference  of  the  Winter  Morning  and  Noon  is  not  great;  but  lefs 
between  Noon  and  Night.  The  Difference  is  more  vifible,  but  remark¬ 
ably  great  in  the  laft  four  Months.  This  explains  the  Table  of  Faren - 
beit’s  Thermometer  on  the  Left  Hand  for  eight  Months. 


Morn. 

Noon. 

Night. 

1107 

1280 

1103 

1227 

1125 

972 

1165 

987 

965 

1 178 

995 

407 

528 

467 

1431 

1621 

1468 

1490 

1854 

1488 

1684 

2018 

1692 

9159 

10905 

10502 

‘  ;  J- 

A  good  Thermometer  may 
lometimes  anfwer  an  End,  which 
neither  Barometer  nor  Hydro- 
fcope  can  do ;  for  by  it,  in  cold 
Weather,  we  may  guefs  at  the 
Thinnefs  or  Thicknefs  of  the 
Clouds,  what  Load  of  Rain  they 
carry  when  we  obferve  the  Sun, 
from  the  lefler  or  greater  Diffe¬ 
rence  between  the  Morning  and 
Noon  Thermometer ;  for  the 
thinner  or  thicker  the  Clouds 
are,  the  warmer  or  colder  ,the 
Air,  ( cater  is  paribus )  often  the 

,  _ _  _ thicker  the  Clouds  the  heavier 

their  Load,  and  the  lefs  Difference  between  Morning  and  Noon  Air,  al¬ 
ways  taking  into  the  Account  the  Wind  and  Seafon  of  the  Year.  To  find 
the  different  Temperature  of  the  Air  before  Sun-rifing,  in  the  Noon-Shade, 
and  in  the  bright  Sun  from  November  to  March ,  in  clear  Sunfhine  Days,  I 
took  the  Thermometer  ufed  before  in  the  following  Right  Hand  Table, 
becaufe  it’s  Mercury  rofe  and  fell  the  quickeft  by  the  lead:  Alteration  of 
the  Air,  of  any  I  could  meet  with.  Column  1.  The  Day  and  Month. 
Column  2.  The  Point  of  the  Wind,  it’s  Height,  and  Afpedt  of  the  Sky. 
Column  3.  The  Height  of  the  Mercury  in  the  Tube  before  Sun-rifing. 
Column  4.  It’s  Height  in  the  Noon  Shade.  Col.  5.  And  in  the  bright 
Sun.  * 


Morn. 

Noon. 

Night. 

2540 

2  55° 

2418 

2502 

2204 

2398 

2418 

2140 

2326 

2304 

l8l7 

2210 

2400 

l8l9 

2355 

2310 

1606 

2282 

2246 

*373 

2150 

14  76 

996 

1401 

1348 

87O 

12  f  I 

*342 

9°4 

J338 

r524 

558 

1370 

22401 

16437 

2H59 

Month. 
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"June  20,  a  bright  Noon; 
the  Sun  raifed  Halleys 
Thermometer,  fet  on  the 
Ground,  to  ico,  which 
was  the  higheft  it  rofe  to 
during  the  Summer  of 
1756;  Matlock  Bath  rai¬ 
fed  it  to  64;  and  the  Tube 
ufed  in  the  preceding 
Right  Hand  Table  it  rai¬ 
fed  to  25,  equal  to  64  of 
Halley  s.  July  4,  at  Five 
o'clock  P.  M.  Halleys 
rofe  to  90.  July  16,  at 
Six  P.  M.  in  the  Shade,  it 
flood  at  54 ;  in  the  Sun, 
at  76  :  Noon  Shade,  the 
fame  Day,  was  64,  98. 
July  4,  in  a  moift,  damp 
Shade,  it  flood  at  64 ;  in 
a  dry  Shade,  at  Five  P.  M. 
it  flood  at  68.  051.  10, 

at  Ten  A.  M.  in  the  Shade, 
it  flood  at  64;  in  the  Sun, 
at  82.  051 .  30,  in  the 

bright  Noon  Sun,  78;  in 
the  Shade,  49.  Nov.  4, 
Noon  Shade,  48 ;  bright 
Sun,  80.  Nov.  8,  Shade,  42;  Noon  Sun,  60.  Nov.  18  and  20,  Noon 
Shade,  35;  Sun,  60.  Dec.  9,  Noon  Shade,  35;  Sun,  60.  Dec .  16, 
Shade,  40;  Sun,  58.  Dec.  24,  Shade,  38;  Sun,  56. 

1 .  By  comparing  the  third  and  fourth  Columns  of  the  lafl  Table,  it  ap¬ 
pears  that  in  November  a  clear  bright  Sun  warms  25  Degrees  more  than 
in  the  Shade;  in  December ,  13  Degrees;  in  January ,  38;  in  February , 

40;  and  in  March ,  40  Degrees. - 2.  The  Sun’s  November  Noon  Heat 

is  27  Degrees  warmer  than  in  the  Shade;  in  December,  35;  in  January 
and  February ,  40 ;  in  April,  50 ;  in  May,  at  Six  o’Clock  P.  M.  40,  &c. — ■ 

3.  Different  Winds  affedt  our  Senfes  more  than  Thermometers ;  for  in  a 

high  North  Wind  the  warm  Shade  raifed  it  45  Degrees,  and  in  a  high 

S  Weft 


Month. 

Wind. 

Morn. 

Shade. 

Sun. 

Nov.  12 

N.  W.  3.  fn’/- 

80 

7° 

5° 

*5 

N.  W.  3.  Fr. 

93 

70  * 

•43 

18 

S.  0.  0.  Fr. 

75 

5° 

47 

19 

S.  W.  0.  0. 

86 

67 

41 

20 

S.  W.  2.  0.  0. 

77 

64 

41 

24 

W.  S.  3.  0.  0. 

78 

68 

43 

Dec.  6 

3 

# 

0 

• 

0 

• 

•n 

• 

93 

85 

5° 

22 

S.  2.  0.  0. 

9  1 * 3 * * 

77 

60 

25 

W.  S.  2.  0.  0. 

78 

75 

5 1 

27 

3 

• 

CO 

• 

O 

• 

O 

• 

72 

57 

5° 

Jan.  J2 

W.  3.  0.  0. 

81 

76 

55 

■  15 

N.  W.  4. 0.  Fr. 

84 

80 

5° 

21 

W.  4.  0.  0. 

72 

64 

5° 

28 

W.  2.  0.  0. 

78 

65 

20 

Feb.  8 

W.  3.  0.  0. 

70 

62 

24 

IO 

W.S.  W.  2.  0. 

8J 

70 

25 

*3 

S.W.3. 0.0.0. 

70 

64 

35 

15 

•  • 

O 

• 

O 

• 

1 

72 

56 

40 

19 

W.  4,  0.  0. 

io5 

75 

44 

22 

3 

• 

N> 

• 

O 

• 

O 

• 

67 

40 

OO 

23 

W.  i.  0.  0.  0. 

98 

60 

3° 

Mar.ij 

S.  E.  2.  5.  0. 

81 

56 

20 

20 

W.  N.  3.  0.  0. 

IOI 

75 

00 

24 

N.  4.  0.  0.  0. 

100 

71 

3° 

25 

W.  S.  3.  0.  0. 

96 

70 

IO 

2083  I166S 

909 

t 
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Weft  Wind  only  35,  both  in  May :  The  fame  with  a  South  Wind  in  No¬ 
vember  and  December . 4.  It  is  affirmed  that  our  hotted:  Sun  never  raifes 

the  Thermometer  above  100  Degrees,  and  rarely  fo  high;  but  it  is  not 
faid  where  nor  in  what  Petition  Thermometers  were  placed,  which  makes 
a  very  great  Difference.  In  the  Summer  of  56,  which  was  very  vyet,  and 
not  very  hot,  yet  laid  on  the  Ground,  the  One  o’Clock  Sun  of  June  20 
raifed  the  Mercury  to  20;  and  fome  other  Summers,  as  of  57  and  58, 
have  raifed  Farenheit' s,  laid  on  the  Ground,  to  106,  or  even  no,  In 
which  95  or  96  is  reckoned  the  common  Temperature  of  a  young  healthy 
Man’s  Body  at  Reft;  which  Heat  injures  not  his  Skin,  but  the  Sun’s 
fcorches  and  blifters  it ;  yea,  has  fome  times  fired  and  burnt  whole  Forefts 
of  Wood.  The  former  rarely  or  never  happens  to  the  Skins  of  thofe 

fcorched  in  hot  Fevers,  whofe  Heat  raifed  Farenheit' s  to  no  or  1 1 2. - - 

%  _  '  *  >  •  *  j  *  * 

5.  Upon  feveral  Trials  on  ffiifting  Farenheit' s  Thermometer  from  a  wet, 
moift,  and  damp  Shade,  to  a  dry,  gravelly,  or  fandy  one,  it  alfo  rofe  ieveral 
Degrees;  hence  rainy  wet  Summers  generally  keep  the  Earth  wet,  moift, 

and  cool.- - -6.  There  is  fomething  more  penetrating  in  Froft  than  in 

Winds;  for  a  fmall  Froft  immediately  affe&s  the  Thermometer  much 

more  than  the  chilleft  high  North  or  Eaft  Winds. - 7.  From  a  Journal 

of  the  London  Thermometer,  from  November  1734  to  July  173 7,  the  To¬ 
tals  of  the  coldeft  Days  taken,  together,,  was  1746  ;  and  of  the  warmeft, 

1 266.  The  coldeft  within  Doors  was January  2 4,  1737,  when  the  Mer¬ 
cury  fell  t q  65^;  and  May  26,  when  it  rofp  to  20.  Bxivjuly  was  colder,, 
for  the  27th,  being  it’s  warmeft  Day,  it  rofe  only  to  29,  and  Augujl  to  21. 
This  Thermometer  was  kept  in  a  Place  out  of  both  Extremes  of  Heat  and 
Cold.  In  another  Journal  of  Farenheit' s  Thermometer,  keptexpofed  in  a 
proper  Afpecft  in  the  fame  Place,  from  December  1,  1753,  to  July  1,  55, 
the  two  coldeft  Days  in  thefe  19^  Months  were  February  7,  54,  and\Fr- 
bruary  8,  55.  Both  Days  the  Thermometer  was  down  at  15;  an  Eaft 
Wind,  hard  Froft,  and  much  Snow;  yet  we  are  informed  it  was  10  Degrees 
colder  at  Bath ,  where  it  was  down  at  5,  tho’  3  Degrees  more  South.  The 
warmeft  Days  in  55  were  May  12  and  June  17;  Wind  Weft  and  South- 
Weft;  Thermometer  65;  fo  that  1 5  and  65  were  the  two  Extremes  of 
Heat  and  Cold  here.. 

The  Difference  is  great  between  one  Thermometer  expofed  in  a  proper 
Afpecft,  and  one  hung  up  in  a  Gallery,  Paffage,  Room,  or  Stair- Cafe,  tho’ * 
only  at  a  few  Feet  Diftance  (fee  P hilof.  Tranf.  N°.  484,  p.  613);  which 
fhews  the  Weaknefs  and  Conceit  of  fuch  as  fay  the  Difference  of  thofe  Si¬ 
tuations  in  a  Day  is  fmall ;  but  fuch  as  try  both  will  . find  great  Odds;  tho* 

fometimes 
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fometimes  it  may  appear  little,  yet  at  others  it  will  be  very  wide ;  as  Tome 
Days  not  above  two  or  three,  on  others  above  20  or  30. 

From  the  Perufal  of  feveral  Journals  of  Thermometers  kept  for  the 
fame  Year  in  different  Places,  we  may  obferve,  that  however  our  Senfes. 
may  deceive  us,  by  apprehending  fome  Years  exceffively  hot  or  cold  be¬ 
yond  others,  yet  in  Reality  it  is  not  fo,  taking  whole  Years  together;  for 
from  the  Lyndon  Thermometer,  from  35  to  51,  1740  was  the  coldeft, 
and  38  the  hotteft*  The  whole  Year’s  Range  of  the  former  was  about 
20,954;  of  the  latter,  18,209;  fcarce  a  Seventh  Odds. — -At  Southwick 
1727  was  the  warmeft  of  14  Years,  and  29  the  coldeft ;  yet  the  Difference 

was  as  17,968  to  20,679 ;  between  a  7th  and  8th  Part  Odds. - At  Ply- 

mouthy  33  was  the  warmeft,  and  40  the  coldeft;  yet  differed  only  between 
a  6th  and  a  7  th  Part;  above  which*  upon  the  whole,  one  Year  rarely  dif¬ 
fered  from  another.  But  the  great  Difference  is,  when  Heats  and  Colds 
come  unfeafonably,  as  the  former  in  Winter,  and  the  latter  in  Summer ; 
or  continue  long,  efpecially  the  Cold  in  the  Summer  Months,  or  when  the 
Temperature  of  the  Air  changes  not  with  the  Seafon,  as  is  natural,  but 
continues  pretty  much  alike,  as  was  the  memorable  Year  of  1698,  which 
was  all  cold;  or  in  frequent  fudden  Changes  of  Weather  from  one  Ex¬ 
treme  to  another.  The  firft  two  chiefly  affed:  the  Earth's  Produd: ;  the 
laft.  Animal  Bodies.  Many  think  it  a  wet  Year  that  has  large  Quantities 
of  Rain  in  it,  &  e  contra .  But  there  may  fall  very  large  Quantities  at  once, 
and  feldom,  and  ftill  be  a  dry  Year;  yet  Years  are  generally  reputed  dry 
or  wet  from  the  Spring  or  Summer  Months,  on  which  the  Plenty  or  Scar¬ 
city  of  Grafs,  Hay,  and  Corn  chiefly  depend ;  if  thefe  are  a  rainy  Seafon, 
it  is  juftly  deemed  a  wet  Year;  and  if  Rains  in  thefe  Months  are  feldom  and 
fmall,  it  is  accounted  a  dry  one.  Here  we  may  find  a  Reafon  for  feveral 
Things,  as,  1.  Why  wet  Years  are  generally  cold,  efpecially  on  low,  fenny, 
clayey,  or  ftiff  Grounds ;  becaufe  either  they  bear  up  the  Water,  or  it  can¬ 
not  run  off,  which  keeps  the  Air  conftantly  damp,  wet,  and  cold ;  hence, 
in  fuch  Situations  and  Seafons,  Intermittents,  Dropfies,  Cachexies,  Pal- 
fies,  and  Jaundices  are  often  common,  from  the  Moifture  and  Coolnefs  of 
the  Air  leffening  Perfpiration,  and  increafing  fluggifh,  inaftive  Humours. — 

2.  Why  frofty  Winters  generally  fucceed  wet,  deluging,  rainy  Autumns. — 

3.  Why  long,  hard  Frofts  are  generally  followed  by  hot  and  droughty 
Summers.  For  all  thefe  contribute  to  keep  near  an  Equilibrium  between 
the  Temperature,  Drynefs,  and  Moiftnefs  of  the  Air  in  the  feveral  Seafons. 
But  there  is  a  great  Difference  in  the  excefiive  Cold  of  fome  Climates, 
and  the  Heat  of  others;  yet  both  compatible  with  Animal,  yea  with  Hu- 

S  2  man 
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man  Life,  which  can  bear  the  former  in  a  much  greater  Degree  than  the 
latter.  Bcerhaave  fays  no  greater  Degree  of  Cold  can  be  produced  than 
that  from  concentrated  Spirit  of  Nitre,  which  finks  the  Mercury  in  Faren- 
belt's  Thermometer  to  40  below  o ;  yet  in  the  Philojbphical  Franjadiions, 
NQ.  486,  p.  259,  Gmelin ,  Profeffor  of  Chemiftry  at  Peterjburgh ,  who 
was  fent  by  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia  to  Siberia ,  and  refided  there  nine  Years, 
viz.  from  1733  to  42,  made  the  following  Experiments  with  a  De  Lijle 
and  F  arenheif  s  Thermometers  at  Kerengijki,  January  5,  1735. 


De  Lijle. 

Farenheit . 

January  5.  260= 

• 

6  A.  M.  280= 

120  below  0. 

8  250= 

December  11.  3  P.  M.  »  254= 

90  below  0. 

20.  4  P.  M.  263= 

99~ro%r  below  0.  i&c. 

Boerhaave  fays  alfo  that  Man  could  not  endure  a  Heat  which  raifed 
the  Mercury  above  90  Degrees ;  yet  we  fee  that  the  Heat  of  a  healthy 
Perfon’s  Body  at  Reft  is  96 ;  and  even  in  the  Summer  of  56,  (which  was 
not  hot,  tho’  warmer  than  55)  on  fome  Days  the  Thermometer,  when  laid 
on  the  Ground,  role  to  100,  and  often  to  98.  Yet  Gmelin  informs  us 
that,  at  AJlracan  in  Fart  ary,  at  48  Degrees  Latitude,  and  584  Longitude, 
the  Mercury  rifes  to  1034  in  the  Shade;  and  in  the  Bagnios  in  Ruffia 
People  often  bathe  them  from  a  half  to  a  whole  Hour,  when  the  Mercury 
is  at  108  or  no.  So  that  the  utmoft  Limits  of  Cold  and  Heat,  confift- 
ent  with  Human  Life,  is  ftill  unknown ;  therefore  the  Notion  of  the  An- 
tients,  concerning  the  Inhabitability  of  their  Frigid  and  Torrid  Zones  is 
falfe  and  abfurd.  Both  Gmelin  and  Vof.IV.  of  the  Amcznitat.  Academic . 
tell  us  that,  from  Augujl  18  to  June  23,  all  is  Snow  and  Ice  in  Siberia . 
June  23,  the  Snow  melts,  and  is  quite  gone.  July  1,  the  Fields  are  all 
greeen;  the  9th  and  17th,  Plants  are  at  full  Growth ;  and  on  the  25th 
they  are  at  full  Blow.  Augujl  2,  Fruits  are  ripe ;  on  the  10th  the  Plants 
(bed  their  Seed ;  and  on  the  18th  Snow  begins.  Thus  Spring,  Summer, 
and  Autumn,  fays  Stillingjleet ,  are  crowded  into  56  Days.  It  would  have 
given  great  Satisfaction  had  Gmelin  given  us  the  Range  of  the  Barometer 
thefe  56  Days.  Heat  is  limited  within  much  narrower  Bounds  than  Cold. 

This  Fruitfulnefs  in  Siberia  and  other  like  Places,  efpecially  in  fo  fhort 
a  Time,  is  very  remarkable,  where  all  lies  buried  under  Snow  and  Ice 
above  ten  Months.  And  perhaps  the  fubfuperficial  Earth  may  be  a  con¬ 
tinued  Rock  of  Ice  never  thawed,  yet  the  Ground  is  warmed  and  en¬ 
riched 
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riched  by  it’s  yearly  Load  of  Snow  and  Ice.  The  fpeedy  Growth,  Ri\ 
pening,  Reaping,  and  Ingathering  of  their  Fruits  in  fo  dhort  a  Time,  is \ 
wonderful;  as  is  the  Prefervation  of  the  Roots  and  Seeds  of  their  Vege¬ 
tables,  lying  fo  long  under  fuch  Depths  of  Snow,  yet  this  keeps  them  dry 
and  warm  all  the  while.  But  Hill  this  frozen  Empire  (extending  between 
RuJJia  and  Japan )  is  not  deflitute  of  Neceffaries  for  the  Support  of  Life, 
but  has  it’s  Riches  to  command  it’s  Pleafures,  having  Gold  and  Silver 
Mines,  hot  Baths,  true  Natron,  Sal  Gem,  &c. 

The  Temperature  of  the  Air  varies  much  more  according  to  the  diffe¬ 
rent  Months  and  feveral  Seafons  of  the  fame  Years  differing  themfelves; 
for  in  March  41  the  Range  of  the  Mercury  was  1829;  in  June  the  fame 
Year,  only  689. — 2.  Not  only  in  different  Months  and  Seafons,  but  in  the 
fame  Day;  as  in  March  54  my  Thermometer  rofe  from  32  to  54 ;  yet  fuch 
different  Preffures  and  Temperatures  of  the  Atmofphere  are  quite  confident 
with  Health  and  Bufinefs,  except  with  the  Aged,  Weak,  Valetudinary,  or 
Effeminate. — 3.  There  is  alfo  a  great  Inequality  in  the  Morning,  Noon,  and 
Evening  Air,  in  the  Months  of  December  and  June .  I  took  the  Totals  of 
the  Morning,  Noon,  and  Night  in  the  open  Air  by  Farenheif  s  Thermome¬ 
ter.  The  Morning  Totals  of  December  were  1108;  Noon  (in  the  Shade) 
12 53  >  Noon  (in  the  Sun)  1579  ;  Night,  1224.  June  Morning  Totals  in 
the  Shade  were  1684;  Noon,  2018;  in  the  Noon  Sun,  2700;  Night,  1692; 
but  as  we  rarely  have  Noon  Sun  a  whole  Month  together,  efpecially  in  v 
December ,  I  took  the  Medium  between  the  highefl  and  lowed:  of  each 
Month’s  Noon  Sun,  and  multiplied  that  Medium  by  the  Number  of  Days 
of  each  Month,  and  of  it  made  the  Totals.  Thus  we  fee  how  much  the 
Sun,  tho’  often  over-clouded,  warms  our  Atmofphere  both  in  the  longed: 
and  fhortefl  Days ;  and  that  the  Morning,  before  Sun-ridng,  is  ufuallv  the 
coldeft  Time  of  the  Day.  December  17  and  19,  I  took  the  Thermometer 
out  of  the  Shade  into  a  bright  Sun,  and  the  Mercury  rofe  to  52.  June  2, 
at  Six  o’Clock  in  the  Morning,  the  Thermometer  in  the  Shade  flood  at  54; 
fhifting  it  into  the  bright  Sun,  it  rofe  to  74;  in  the  Noon  to  90.  This 
gives  the  Odds  between  brightefl  Noon  Sun  and  Shades  m  December,  and 
the  Shade  and  early  and  Noon  Sun  in  June ;  yet  not  in  a  hot  Dayr.  But  as 
January  is  ufually  reckoned  a  colder  Month  than  December ,  on  Trial  it 
proved  fo;  for  the  Totals  of  the  Morning  Thermometer  were  1061  ; 
Noon,  1237;  Night,  1084;  little  Difference  between  Night  and  Morn¬ 
ing;  December,  Morning,  Noon,  and  Night,  we  had  above. — 4.  It  is  not 
eafy  to  take  the  Sun’s  true  Heat,  for  May  22,  17  55,  at  Six  in  the  Morning, 
the  Thermometer  in  the  Shade  flood  at  56  :  at  Noon,  on  a  Wooden  Win- 
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clow  Sole  facing  the  Sun,  and  warmed  by  it,  it  rofe  to  104  y  fet  on  warm, 
dry  Garden  Mould,  to  109;  hung  upon  a  Bough  of  a  Tree,  full  facing 
the  Sun,  84;  in  the  Shade,  68;  hid  in  a  large  Angelica  Stalk,  60. 
May  28,  in  the  open  Air,  62 ;  in  the  above  Angelica  Stalk,  55.  The 
Reafon  of  thefe  Differences  was  the  Sun  (tho’  early)  beating  on  the  Win¬ 
dow  Sole  and  Garden  Mould,  warmed  the  lower  Side  of  the  Ball,  the  Sun 
the  upper,  and  the  Juice  that  lodged  in  the  Hollow  of  the  Stalk  cooled  it. 
It  is  the  fame  if  the  Tube  was  fet  againft  a  Wooden,  Brick,  or  other  Wall 
facing  the  Sun,  or  hung  againft  a  Tree,  or  any  other  Body  reflecting  a 
Warmth  againft  the  Ball  of  the  naked  Tube ;  or  if  the  Tube  is  fixed  and 
fet  out  in  a  Cafe,  which  reflects  it's  own  Heat;  or  if  it  was  hung  up  in 
the  open  Air  on  a  Twig  or  Bough,  remote  from  any  warming  or  reflecting 
Bodies  that  reverberate  either  the  Sun’s  or  it’s  own  Heat ;  for  if  the  Sun 
warms  on  one  Side,  the  Wind,  or  Current  of  Air  behind,  cools  the  other; 
fo  this  Elevation  of  the  Mercury  is  only  a  Compound  of  a  Heater  on  one 
Side,  and  a  Cooler  on  the  other :  A  Thing  not  adverted  to  hitherto  by 
fuch  as  have  given  us  the  Sun’s  Heat  by  a  Thermometer.  We  are  told 
the  greateft  Heats  of  South-Carolina  are  98,  100,  or  102,  and  their  yearly 
Range  50  Inches :  It  is  faid  in  Rutlandjhire  to  rife  to  88,  and  to  98  at 
Peterborough  in  Northamptonjhire. .  An  ingenious  Gentleman  well  ob- 
ferves,  that  it  is  difficult  and  very  uncertain  to  take  the  juft  Heat  of  the 
Sun  here,  unlefs  the  Tube  was  watched  every  Moment,  for  the  Thermoter 
will  rife  and  fall  1  o  Degrees  in  five  Minutes,  according  as  the  Sun  fhines, 
or  is  clouded.  However,  in  June  58,  he  faw  it  rife  to  80,  in  Augujl  to 
87,  in  July  59,  to  87  and  92,  and  in  Augujl  to  89 ;  but  it’s  Higheft  of 
all  was  on  July  22,  at  Three  in  the  Afternoon,  when  it  reached  10 1 ; 
and  it’s  Higheft  in  the  Shade  was  Augujl  10,  near  Four  o’Clock  P.  M. 
81,  when  the  Heat  of  the  Sun  was  taken  four  Feet  above  the  Turf; 
for  the  Thermometer,  fet  one  or  two  Inches  above  the  Ground,  rifes  10 
or  1 5  Degrees  higher  than  when  raifed  four,  five,  or  fix  Feet :  So  that  a 
Thermometer  without  a  Frame,  and  the  Number  written  on  a  Paper 
pafted  on  one  Side  of  the  Tube  and  Ball,  is  fitter  than  a  Frame  to  be  hung 

up  in  the  open  Air. - 5.  Totals  of  either  Barometer  or  Thermometer 

feem  to  be  moft  exaCt  by  the  Method  above.  I  took  the  Range  of  my 
Thermometer  for  32  Months,  both  by  the  Mediums  and  by  adding  the 
true  Numbers  together,  and  I  found  the  Difference  to  be  about  a  30th  Part. 
I  took  the  above  quick-moving  Thermometer  divided  into  120  Degrees, 
but  all  equal  to  76  of  Farenheit’s ,  and  fet  it  in  the  open  Air  December  26, 
cloudy  and  Wind  South,  it  flood  at  72.  Shifted  on  a  Table  in  an  upper 
Room,  it  flood  at  60 ;  laid  upon  the  Window  Sole  under  the  Safh,  half 

out. 
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out,  it  flood  at  58 ;  the  Safh  raifed  up  a  little  as  before,  and  the  Tube  fet 
a  Foot  within  on  a  Table,  fo  as  a  Current  of  Air  blew  full  upon  it,  it 
flood  at  62 ;  the  Safh  let  down,  and  the  Tube  laid  as  before,  60 ;  fhifted 
feven  Feet  from  the  Window,  and  four  from  a  fmall  Fire  in  the  Room, 
42  ;  then  laid  in  a  Crevice  under  the  Room  Door,  which  opened  into  a 
Stair-Cafe,  60  on  a  Table  on  a  Parlour  Floor  boarded,  without  Fire,  67; 
on  a  Stone  Floor  in  a  low  adjoining  Dining-Room,  without  Fire,  73; 
laid  on  a  Table  in  that  Dining-Room,  70.  We  fee  here  the  Difference 
between  an  upper  and  lower  Room,  a  Stone  and  boarded. Floor;  alfo  be¬ 
tween  the  Middle  of  the  Room  and  fitting  near  the  Crevice  of  a  Door  or 
Window,  where  the  Impetus,  or  Current  of  Air,  rufhing  into  the  Room 
in  a  ftrong  Stream,  flrikes  every  Perfon  that  fits  next  it,  contracts  the  Skin 
and  Pores,  leffens  Perfpiration  in  that  Part  of  the  Body ;  hence  Pains, 
Cramps,  and  Stiffnefs. 


I  have  infilled  longer  on  the  extenfive  Ufe  of  the  Thermometer,  in  gi¬ 
ving  the  Temperature  of  our  Air,  becaufe  fo  little  has  been  faid  of  it  be¬ 
fore,  tho’  feveral  have  wrote  on  the  Barometer. — 2.  Becaufe  the  Ther¬ 
mometer  is  more  certain,  and  more  extenfively  ufeful,  not  only  for  this 
Purpofe,  but  Chemiftry,  Cookery,  Gardening,  Dying,  Malting,  Brewing, 
Diflilling,  &c.  and  a  pretty  near  and  fure  Gauge  for  the  Vegetation,  Leaf¬ 
ing,  Flowering,  and  Seeding  of  Plants,  Fruits,  and  Grains  of  either  diffe¬ 
rent  or  the  fame  Country  and  Climate,  in  different  Seafons,  with  feveral 
Differences, 

Having  briefly  made  fome  Obfervations  on  the  Gravity  or  Levity, 
Moiftnefs  or  Drynefs,  Heat  or  Cold  of  the  Air,  this  naturally  leads  to  con- 
fider  the  fundry  Quantities  of  Rain  that  have  fallen  yearly,  in  feveral  Series 
of  Years,  in-. fundry  Parts  of  this  Ifland.  Column  1,  The  Name  of  the 
Place.  Column  2,  The  Number  of  Years  wherein  the  Rain  was  mea- 
fured.  Column  3.  The  total  Quantity  that. fell  in  thofe  Years.  Column  4. 
The  mofl  that  fell  in  any  one  Year.  Column  5.  The  leafl  that  fell  in  any 
one  Year.  Column  6.  The  computed  Medium.  Column  7.  The  true 
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To  what  others  have  faid  on  Rain 
may  be  briefly  added,  1.  That  alii 
Places  are  far  from  having  equal 
Quantities  of  Rain ;  fome  have  dou¬ 
ble  the  Quantity  of  others. — 2.  The 
fame  Places  have  fome  Years  double 

the  Quantity  of  others. - 3.  Places 

at 


.  [.HO  1 

at  fmall  Diffances  differ  in  their  yearly  Quantities  of  Rain. — 4.  Tho’  fome 
Droughts  are  general,  yet  they  are  more  fevere  in  fome  Places  than  others. — 
5.  Rain  may  be  neither  too  much  nor  too  little,  yet  the  Earth  may  be  bar¬ 
ren  from  fundry  Caufes  ;  but  feveral  Things  there  are  that  may  prevent  or 
leflen  Scarcity,  as  to  promote  fuch  general  laudable  Methods  as  would  en¬ 
courage  a  good  Vent  for  Corn,  fince  England  has  Land  enough  to  produce 
more  Grain  than  it  can  necefiarily  ufe  with  good  Management.  That 
Farmers  fow  enough  of  Corn  to  fell  one  Year  with  another.  When  Scar- 
city  happens  alhunneceffary  Vents  fhould  be  immediately  flopped,  that 
more  Corn  may  be  left  for  necefiary  Ufe ;  and  a  Stop  put  to  the  inclofing 
of  Grounds,  especially  the  heft  Corn  Lands,  which  muff  be  fucceeded  in 
Time  (if  not  prevented)  by  the  great  Oppreflion  of  the  Poor  for  Want  of 
Bread,  and  thereby  to  hurt  our  Colonies,  Manufactories,  Armies,  and  Na¬ 
vies,  which  are  chiefly  fupplied  and  fupported  by  the  Poor ;  and  as  moft 
Lands  are  now  furveyed,  each  Farmer,  by  his  Leafe,  fhould  be  obliged  to 
fow  fb  many  Acres  of  his  Farm  every  Year.  But,  among  necefiary  Vents 
for  Corn,  Diftillery  cannot  properly  be  included ;  becaufe,  tho’  it  occafions 
a  great  Conflimption  in  Time  of  Plenty,  and  confequently  a  great  Increafe 
of  Tillage,  yet  it’s  Produce  tends  fo  much  to  the  debauching  the  Morals, 
and  deftroying  the  Life  of  the  prefent,  and  Strength  of  the  future.  Genera¬ 
tion,  that  both  Policy  and  Morality  forbid  it’s  Ufe.  Several  other  Things  on 
this  Head  will  fall  in  hereafter. — 6.  The  Quantity  of  Rain  falling  depends 
not  fo  much  on  Rain,  Showers,  Milling,  Drilling,  Sleet,  Hail,  Snow,  &c. 
as  on  the  Greatnefs,  Frequency,  and  Continuance  of  the  Rain  on  wetting 
Days;  for  the  great  Rains  feldom  fall  above  three  Fourths  of  an  Inch  in  one 
Fourth  of  an  Hour,  or  two  Inches  and  a  Half  in  12  Hours,  or  five  Inches 
in  three  Days,  or  feven  Inches  -f-  in  a  Month,  and,  in  the  Center  and  South 
of  England, ,  27  Inches  in  one  Year ;  yet,  in  1731,  Plymouth ,  it  feems,  had 
only  17-3-  Inches  Rain,  but  had  130  wetting  Days.  1734  had  37  Inches 
Rain,  and  only  167  wetting  Days.  1739  had  36^  Inches  Rain,  and  208 
wetting  Days.  1741  had  20  Inches  Rain,  and  142  wetting  Days,  yet  a 
great  Drought.  At  fome  feldom  Times,  in  fome  Places,  more  Rain  falls 
in  one  Shower  than  in  fix  Months ;  as,  June  10,  1729,  the  News  tells  us 
of  a  Shower  that  fell  in  three  Hours  Space,  in  and  about  Sheffield ,  within 
the  Compafs  of  feven  Miles,  12  Inches  deep  of  Rain ;  and  July  1755,  at 
Wadworth  in  Yorkfhirey  fell  a  much  greater  Quantity  in  lefs  Time.  In 
1736  fell,  feven  Miles  diftant  from  that,  a  Shower  near  half  the  Depth  of 
the  firft.  In  September  1741*  and  again  in  September  44,  each  Time  fell, 
in  96  Hours,  a  continued  Rain  from  feven  to  eight  Inches  deep.  The  laft 
two  Rains  were  general,  efpecially  in  the  North  of  England . — 7.  Tho* 
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Edinburgh  lies  on  the  Sea-Coaft,  yet  it  feems  to  have  both  lefs  Rain  and 
fewer  wetting  Days  than  Plymouth ;  for  in  1731  the  former  had  only  56 
wetting  Days,  and  the  latter  159. — 8.  Few  of  the  wetting  Days  happen¬ 
ed  on  the  fame  Day,  viz .  only  132  out  of  655,  near  1  to  6.  The  wet¬ 
ting  Days  at  Plymouth  and  here,  compared  for  1 9  Years  together,  the  for¬ 
mer  had  3161 ;  the  latter,  2507;  upon  1743  of  thofe  Days  it  wetted, 
more  or  lefs,  in  both  thofe  Places ;  near  Half  of  the  former  coincided 
with  two  Thirds  of  the  latter  in  the  fame  Day.  Four  Years  of  Plymouth 
and  Chejlerfield  compared,  the  former  had  619,  the  latter  487  wetting 
Days ;  whereof  339  coincided,  which  was  near  Half  of  the  firft;  fo  that 
at  a  Medium,  com .  Ann.  the  wetting  Days  were  160;  here  they  were 
130;  at  Chejlerjieldy  J22;  at  Edinburgh,  56,  and  many  Fogs.  Coventry 
and  Chejlerjieldy  for  154  Years,  their  wetting  Days  are  as  17  to  20,  tho’ 
they  are  pretty  near  equal  for  eight  Years.- — 9.  Hence  fee  the  great  Dif¬ 
ference  in  the  Frequency  of  Rains  at  a  fhort  Diftance,  Coventry  and  Che - 
Jierjield  being  only  40  computed  Miles  afunder,  but  Coventry  and  this  52 
afunder ;  yet,  tho’  fo  near,  Coventry  had  1728  wetting  Days,  and  Cbejler- 
jield  2070,  and  only  920  of  them  coincided.  Great  and  long  Rains  ar$ 
more  extenfive,  Showers  more  local.  1719  had  only  59  wetting  Days; 
it’s  Heat  was  great ;  but  the  Drought  of  1723  was  greater.  It  is  not  the 
Number  of  wetting  Days  only  that  conftitutes  a  rainy  Year ;  but  the  Ex¬ 
tent,  Frequency,  and  Continuance  of  the  Rain.  But  tho’  the  Rains  fhould 
be  equal,  and  neither  more  nor  oftener  in  one  Place  than  another,  yet  as 
fome  Soils  and  Situations  require  more  Rain  than  others,  the  former,  as 
fandy,  rocky,  hilly,  and  mountainous  Ground,  would  be  parched  and  dried 
without  more  frequent  and  greater  Supplies;  fo  low,  level,  clayey  Grounds 
would  be  drowned  by  the  fame  Quantity  of  Rain  which  the  other  requi¬ 
red. - 10.  Since  only  few  Rains  are  general,  then  the  fame  Year  may  be 

both  rainy  and  droughty ;  a  rainy  Winter,  Spring,  Summer,  or  Harveft, 
or  a  droughty  Spring,  Summer,  or  Harveft ;  for  the  fecond  or  third  moftly 
conftitute  a  dry  Year,  feldom  the  firft  and  laft;  and  tho’  feveral  of  the 
fhowery  Days,  in  diftant  Places,  coincided,  yet  many  of  the  interjacent 
Places  might  be  without  Rain  on  thole  Days ;  for  in  a  calm  Summer’s 
Day  we  often  obferve  two  or  three  Showers  in  different  Places  at  once, 
and  none  in  the  intermediate,  fome  Showers  not  being  above  a  Quarter  or 
Half  a  Mile  broad,  and  others  not  above  two  or  three  Miles  long. 

Several  Diaries  and  Journals  give  an  Account  of  wetting  Days  and 
yearly  Quantities  of  Rain  that  fell  in  different  Places ;  but  none  have  gi¬ 
ven  fo  much  as  a  Guefs,  much  lefs  an  exaeft  Account  of  the  Continuance 
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and  Duration  of  thole  monthly  and  yearly  Rains,  or  what  Proportion  our 
rainy  or  wetting  Weather  bears  to  our  dry,  tho’  this  may  ealily  be  done 
in  the  Day  by  any  careful  Obferver,  and  in  the  Night,  in  Cities  and  large 
Towns,  by  having  a  good  Underflanding  with  two  or  three  fober  Watch¬ 
men,  who  will  obferve  by  the  Town-Clock  when  Rain  begins  and  ends, 
and  how  long  it  continues,  belides  other  Ways  of  being  informed  of  the 
Truth  of  this.  The  Kind  of  Wetting  may  be  marked  thus  :  For  Milling 
or  Drilling  (which  is  a  milling  Rain  with  a  brifk  Wind)  M. — or  milling, 
fmall,  or  flow  Rain,  r.  r . — ordinary  great,  R.  R . — very  great,  G.  R. — 
Showers,  or  Ihowery ,Jh.  or  Jhy .- — if  it  thunder  or  lighten  with  it,  Tb.  L. — 
Sleet,  SI. — Hail,  H . — Snow,  Sn. — -Of  this  I  have  for  fome  Years  made 
exadt  Obfervations  for  the  Table  below.  Column  i.  The  Years  and 
Month.  Column  2.  The  Number  of  wetting  Hours  in  that  Month. 
Column  3.  What  Proportion  the  wet  Hours  bear  to  the  dry.  The  lafl: 
Column  of  every  Year  denotes  the  Quantity  of  Rain  that  fell  monthly. — 
N.  B .  The  Duration  of  Wet  and  the  Proportion  of  Fair  were  not  taken 
in  the  fame  Place  with  the  meafured  Quantities,  the  former  having  much 
more  yearly  Rains  than  the  latter,  but  yet  give  fome  Hint  what  Propor¬ 
tion  the  Duration  bears  to  the  Meafure  at  one  Degree  Diftance,  and 

fhews  what  has  molt  Rain  in  one,  may  not  be  fo  in  the  other. - This 

Table  prefents  us  with  a  new  Scene  not  heretofore  attempted,  that  I 
know  of,  viz.  the  Proportion  of  Time  in  England  between  dry  and  fair, 
or  rainy  and  wet  Weather,  including  Rain,  Snow,  Hail,  Milling,  and 
Drilling,  but  exclusive  of  cloudy  and  haizy  Weather;  a  Thing  neither  in¬ 
quired  into  by  Foreigners,  Natives,  or  Inhabitants,  tho’  very  ufeful,  and 
needful  to  be  known.  An  Inquiry,  not  into  what  Loads  of  Weight  in  the 
Clouds  our  Atmofphere  is  capable  to  fuftain,  but  what  it  has  been  obfer- 
ved  to  fapport  before  it’s  Fall.  Here  to  fubjoin  the  fmall  Table  beneath, 
where  Column  1  is  the  Months  for  10  Years.  Column  2.  The  Quan¬ 
tity  of  Wet  that  fell  in  each  Month  in  Inches,  &c.  Column  3.  The  Num¬ 
ber  of  Hours  it  fell  in. 

JV.JB.  Thefe  Quantities  of  Rain 
were  taken  by  the  ingenious  Tho¬ 
mas  Barker ,  of  Lyndon,  in  Ncr- 
thamptor.Jhire ,  Efq;  to  whofe  gene¬ 
rous  Afliftance  in  the  above  Coun- 
try  Journal  of  the  Weather,  I  own 
myielf  particularly  obliged. 

The  Duration  of  the  Rain  was- 
taken  at  Sheffield,  where  it  falls 
more  frequently,  and  in  greater 
Quantities  than  at  Lyndon,  from 
it’s  NearnefsAo  the  Mountains. 
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A  TABLE  of  the  Duration  and  Quantity  of  Rains,  monthly  and  yearly,  from  January  i,  1755,  to  December 1766 ; 
.  _ the  firfi  taken  in  the  North  of  England ,  the  fecond  in  the  Centre,  75  Miles  diftant. 
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-Q\  .  •  explanation. 

Col  i  The  Month. _ Col.  2.  The  Number  of  wetting  Hours  in  ^  at  75  Miles  Diftance  from  where  the  Duration  of  it  was  taken. — Laftly, 

that  Month.— Col.  7.  The  Proportion  betwixt  dry  and  wetting  Hours.  |  In  the  Totals  the  Proportions  of  Dry  and  Wet. — -The  whole  12  Years 
Col  4  The  exadt  Quantity  of  Rain,  Snow,  or  Wet,  that  fell  monthly  jg  is  near  one  wet  to  12-f-  dry.  [Place  this  Eable  at  p.  142*] 
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Hence  obferve,  i.  That  meafuring  the  colligible  Quantities  of  Wet  that 
fall  here  or  abroad,  or  in  different  Places  at  home,  we  may  know  the 
exadl  Quantity  that  falls  in  each  Place,  com .  Ann.  2.  Different  Quanti¬ 
ties  that  fall  in  different  Years.  3.  The  feveral  Quantities  that  fell  in  each 
Month  in  a  Series  of  Years.  4.  Whether  the  Quantity  that  falls  in  the 
feveral  Months,  bears  the  like  Proportion  to  the  Time  or  Hours  it  falls  in. 
5.  We  fee  in  the  general,  that  Rains  in  different  Countries,  or  in  feveral 
Places  of  the  fame  Country,  fall  according  to  the  different  Temperature 
of  the  Air,  or  Seafons  they  fall  in,  as  the  Air  is  warmer  or  colder.  6.  The 
Quantities  falling,  which  differ  according  to  the  Situations hence  Places 
lying  neared  to  the.  Seas,  from  which  come  the  frequent  and  longed 
Winds,  efpecially  if  near  great  high  Mountains,  which  break,  detain,  or 
repell  the  loaded  Clouds,  have  the  mod  Rains,  as  Lancajhire  and  fome 
Part  of  W ejimor eland,  &c.  7.  We  fee  from  a  jud  Journal  kept  of  the 

Rains  for  10  Years,  the  Dry  is  to  the  Wet  about  1  to  3  1  -half.  8.  We. 
fee  it  is  not  poflible  to  edimate  the  Quantity  fallen  from  the  Time  it  falls 
in ;  for  in  December,  January,  February,  March,  May,  and  November , 
thefe  10  Years  fell  664  Inches  in  24474  Hours;  but  in  April,  June , 
July,  Augujl,  September,  and  Odlober  fell  1064  Inches  in  2717  Hours; 
nay,  in  December ,  January,  February,  and  March,  43,198  Inches  in  1502 
Hours.  In  July,  Augujl,  September,  and  Odlober,  fell  76,213  Inches  in 
1924  Hours;  fo  that  our  colded  Months,  tho’  commonly  called  the  wet 
Seafon,  have  the  lead  Rains,  and  the  warmed  the  mod ;  as  Augujl,  almod 
double  the  Rain,  yea,  almod  three  Times  that  of  December,  January,  Fe¬ 
bruary,  and  November,  that  the  Air,  being  more  eladic  and  cold,  fupports 
a  greater  Weight ;  but  the  Cold,  being  greater,  prevents  fo  much  Exha¬ 
lation  of  Vapours,  the  Air,  being  more  powerful,  at  the  fame  Time  car¬ 
ries  the  Clouds  more  eafily  and  further,  and  lets  their  Burden  fall  in 
fmaller  Drops,  like  thick  Dew. 

As  there  is  a  great  Difference  in  the  Quantities  of  Rain  falling  in  the 
feveral  Months  of  the  Year,  in  a  Courfe  of  Years,  fo  all  Places  have  not 
their  greated  Rains  in  the  fame  Months ;  for,  at  Fowjiley,  December,  Ja¬ 
nuary,  February,  March,  April,  and  May  were  their  dried  Months,  where¬ 
in  fell  2764  Inches ;  June,  July,  Augujl ,  September,  Odlober,  and  No¬ 
vember,  their  wetted,  wherein  fell ‘355,40. — In  Upminjler,  in  12  Years, 
fell,  in  November,  January,  February,  March,  April,  and  May,  489,83. 
In  1 1  Years,  July,  Augujl,  September ,  O  Sober ,  December,  and  January , 

fell  65,719  Inches. - At  Plymouth,  in  January,  April,  May,  June,  July, 

and  Augujl,  fell  144,802.'  In  February ,  March ,  September ,  O  Sober,  No - 

T  2  v ember. 
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vember,  and  December ,  fell  i  36,807  Inches. - At  Southwick,  in  Northamp- 

tojifhire ,  in  16  Years,  fell,  in  November ,  January,  February ,  March ,  April > 
arid  May,  near  139  Inches.  In  June,  July,  Augujl,  September,  Ottober, 

and  December,  fell  137  Inches. - In  i&yz/,  in  five  Years,  fell,  in  January, 

February,  March,  April,  June,  July,  and  September,  their  feven  dried: 
Months,  58,006  Inches.  In  May,  Augujl,  October-,  November,  and  De¬ 
cember,  their  five  wetted:  Months,  fell  56,290  Inches. In  London ,  in 

feven  Years,  fell  in  their  three  dried;  Months,  January ,  February,  and 
April,  24,790.  In  May,  June,  and  December,  their  three  wetted  Months, 

fell  44,530  Inches. - In  feven  Years,  at  Darlington,  in  their  five  dried 

Months,  December,  January,  February,  March,  and  June ,  fell  36,62 
Inches ;  in  their  five  wetted,  July ,  Augujl,  September,  Odlober,  and  No¬ 
vember,  fell  68,22  Inches. 


Had  we  Mr.  William  Merle's  Obfervations  of  the  Weather  at  Oxford, 
from  1337  to  1343*  (feven  Years)  we  fhould  find  the  Quantities  of  Rain 
much  greater  then  than  now,  as  there  was  much  more  Wood,  and  many 
great  Morafles  and  Bogs  undrained  then.  1.  We  have  our  greated  Rains 
after  the  Soldices,  efpecially  of  the  Summer,  not  after  the  Winter;  the 
former  were  106,69 ;  the  latter  544,  which  fell  in  854  Hours ;  the  former 
in  477  Hours ;  hence  they  are  midaken  who  think  our  greated  Rains  are 
about  the  Equinoxes.  2.  Since  a  Quantity  of  Rain  falling  in  an  Ifland, 
Country,  or  Continent,  at  a  greater  Didance  from  the  Ocean  or  great  Moun¬ 
tains,  is  fo  much  longer  in  falling  in  a  cold  than  in  a  warmer  Atmofphere, 
then,  as  it  comes  nearer  the  Equator,  the  more  Rain  falls  in  the  fame  given 
Time ;  the  further  we  recede  from  that,  and  the  colder  the  Atmofphere, 
and  the  lefs  falls  in  that  Time,  till  we  reach  the  frozen  Poles,  whofe  Frofl 
hinders  Rain.  3.  Hence  the  Temperature  of  the  Air,  or  Contiguity  to, 
or  Remotenefs  from  the  Sea  or  lofty  Mountains,  vary  much  both  the 
Quantity  and  Duration  of  Rains.  Thus  Italy,  Spain,  Portugal,  and  France 
may  have  more  Rain  fall  in  fhorter  Time  than  we;  fo  that  meafuring  their 
Rains  gives  us  a  very  imperfedt  Idea  of  the  Proportion  between  their  dry 
and  wet  Weather.  4.  Hence  we  fee  why  fome  Countries  have  their 
dated  rainy  Seafons,  either  from  exceffive  Heat  or  Cold,  or  from  different 
Winds ;  and  why  others  may  be  either  flooded  or  drowned  in  a  little 
Time,  efpecially  if  Winds  contribute  to  drive  in  the  Sea  or  Land  Floods. 

5.  Sudden  rapid  Thunder  Showers,  Spouts,  or  Cataradls,  may  add  greatly 
to  the  Quantity  of  Rain,  but  little  to  it’s  Duration,  as  we  fhall  fee  after. 

6.  If  fix  Years  and  three  Months  have  4061  wetting  Hours,  wherein  fell 
near  133  Inches  of  Water,  taking  all  Sorts  and  Seafons  of  Rains  together, 

then. 
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then,  one  Time  with  another,  fell,  in  31-4  Hours,  an  Inch  of  Rain.  7.  If 
15  Months,  viz.  from  Auguji  1,  1757,  to  November  1,  1758,  (wherein 
both  Quantity  and  Duration  of  Rain  were  taken  in  the  fame  Place)  con¬ 
tained  10,968  Hours,  of  which  604  were  wetting,  wherein  fell  334-  Inches 
of  Rain;  then  was  the  Dry  to  the  Wet  near  as  184  to  1.  8.  If  604  wet¬ 

ting  Hours  give  334  Inches  of  Rain,  then  an  Inch  of  Rain  fell  in  about 
18  Hours  there,  one  Time  with  another;  but  in  the  other  Places  one 
Inch  only  fell  in  3 1  Hours;  fo  different  is  the  feveral  Durations  and  Quanti¬ 
ties  of  Rain  in  fundry  Places  diftant  little  above  a  Degree  North  and  South, 
9.  If  upon  a  good  Trial,  for  a  continued  Series  of  Years,  the  Places  fitu- 
ated  near  high  Mountains,  Weftern  Coafts,  and  extenfive  Moors  have  an 
Hour  wet  in  1 34*  then  fhould  we  know  the  Proportions  of  dry  and  wet 
Weather  in  both.  10.  If,  at  one  Time  with  another,  an  Inch  of  Rain  falls 
in  1 8  Hours  in  one  Place,  and  in  30  in  another,  then  the  Rain  in  the  former 
Place  will  be  oftener,  or  generally  much  greater  or  thicker  Drops,  as  fo 
much  more  falls ;  hence  it  comes  feldomer,  or  is-fooner  over.  1 1 .  Hence 
we  fee  that  with  us  the  colder  the  Climate  or  Seafons  are,  from  the  End 
of  September  to  May ,  the  Rain  falls  more  gently  or  fmaller,  and  in  the 
warmer  an  Inch  in  one  Hour,  or  two  and  a  Half  in  12  or  13  Hours  is 
rare.  12.  Since  nine  of  the  wetteft  Months  brought  near  484  Inches  of 
Rain,  and  nine  of  the  dried:  only  one,  then  are  the  wetteft  Months  to  the 
dried  near  484  to  1,  or  97  to  2 ;  and  the  drieft  to  the  wetteft  as  8  to  64 
Inches.  13.  On  'January  27,  1746,  fell  in  one  Night  12  Inches  deep  of 
Snow;  and  on  November  30,  1737,  fell  in  one  Day  and  Night,  on  the 
wild  high  Moors,  24  Inches;  alfo  on  December  20,  1743,  in  36  Hours, 
fell  Snow  12  Inches  deep,  which,  in  36  Hours  more,  all  went  off  in  a 
great  Flood.  This  gives  us  fome  Idea  of  the  Quantity  of  Water  in  that 
Snow,  which  caufed  fo  great  a  Flood.  But  to  apprehend  this  more  clearly, 
let  us  look  back  to  January  5,  1 73 1 ,  wherein  fell  a  Foot  deep  of  Snow  ; 
after  it  had  laid  all  Night  a  cubic  Foot  of  it,  carefully  taken  up  and  melt¬ 
ed,  left  five  Pints  of  Water;  in  a  Square  thefore  of  1700  Yards,  there 
would  be  above  257,043  Hogfheads  of  Water,  diffident  to  raife  a  Flood 
without  any  Rain,  efpecially  as  it  went  off  fo  quickly.  February  1,  1731, 
a  Foot  of  new-fallen  Snow  left  44  Pints  of  Water;  whereas  the  other, 
by  lying  all  Night,  left  five  Pints,  or  a  Tenth  more.  A  Foot  of  Water 
contains  49  Pints ;  then  that  firft  Snow,  by  lying,  was  equal  to  a  Tenth 
of  Water.  14.  Hence  obferve  what  an  incredible  Weight  of  Water  our 
Atmofphere  is  capable  of  fuftaining,  for  each  Hogfhead  of  W ater  is  equal 
to  5041b.  Weight;  270,937,  multiplied  by  504,  produces  136,552,2481b. 
But  if  Snow  has  laid  any  Time,  24  Inches  of  it  will  double  that  Weight, 

viz. 
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*oiz.  273,104,496  lb.  An  amazing  Weight  for  fo  fmall  a  Column  of  the 
Air  to  fupport.  But  if,  indead  of  12  Inches  of  Snow,  we  fuppofe  12 
Inches  deep  of  Rain,  like  what  fell  at  Sheffield ,  'June  20,  1729,  then  the 
Quantity  of  Water  got  from  the  like  Depth  of  Snow  muft  be  multiplied 
by  10,  as  Water  is  10  Times  heavier  than  Snow;  but  the  former  men¬ 
tioned  Shower,  that  fell  at  Hayjield  and  Wadworth ,  were  far  heavier. 
Thefe  truly  feem  great  Weights  fupported  by  the  Air;  yet  they  are  really 
fmall,  if  compared  with  fome  in  hot  Climates,  that  we  faw  in  the  public 
News,  which  fell  at  Chander-Nager  on  the  Ganges ,  near  the  latter  End  of 
the  third  Decade  of  this  Century.  On  Offiober  1 1  was  a  Shock  of  an 
Earthquake,  with  the  greated  Hurricane  and  fhocking  Rain,  wherein  were 
loft  eight  Englijh  Ships,  loaded  and  bound  home.  In  that  Night  20,000 
Boats  were  caff  away,  and  only  one  faved,  by  being  moored  to  the  Top  of 
a  Tree  in  a  fmall  Creek.  The  Water  rofe  to  fuch  a  prodigious  Height, 
that  in  the  Woods  on  the  River  Banks  it  rofe  to  the  very  Tops  of  the 
Trees.  Several  VefTels  of  60  Tons  were  driven  two  Leagues  on  the  Land, 
over  the  Tops  of  the  tailed  Trees ;  fome  alfo  of  600  Tons  were  driven  on 
Shore  into  Villages  200  Toifes  from  the  Ganges .  The  Day  after  all  the 
Country,  for  60  Leagues  from  the  Shore,  was  covered  with  dead  Bodies, 
computed  to  be  about  200,000,  and  feveral  Villages  were  entirely  laid 
under  Water.  A  prodigious  Number  of  Animals  of  all  Sorts,  as  Oxen, 
Horfes,  Tygers,  Fowls,  and  amphibious  Creatures,  covered  the  Ground 
with  their  dead  Bodies.  What  a  prodigious  Load  of  Water  mud  that 
Atmofphere  carry ! 

Fogs  and  Mids  in  the  fundry  Phafes  of  the  Moon,  with  feveral  Winds, 
have  been  thought  to  portend  different  Sorts  of  Weather  (tho’  I  think 
with  great  Injudice,  confidering  the  vad  Didance  of  the  Moon  from  us) ; 
as  that  in  the  fird  Quarter  they  prefaged  fair  Weather ;  in  the  lad  Quar¬ 
ter,  rainy.  But  to  find  if  there  was  any  Truth  in  this,  I  took  the  Ages 
of  the  Moon  and  Fogs  from  a  21  Years  Journal  of  the  Weather,  and  ob- 
ferved  that  in  the  fird  Quarter  of  thofe  Moons,  with  a  Fog,  the  Wind 
ihifting  from  North  or  Ead  to  South,  the  Weather  was  always  bad,  even 
tho’  the  Mercury  dood  high  in  the  Barometer.  2.  Fogs  in  the  fird  Quar¬ 
ter,  rather  than  in  any  of  the  other  three,  are  1 5  Days  Rain  to  1 5  Days  fair. 
3.  A  South-Ead  Fog  in  the  fird  Quarter  is  modly  rainy,  tho’  the  Mer¬ 
cury  dand  high.  A  Fog  with  a  South  Wind  in  this  Quarter,  is  com¬ 
monly  a  Sign  of  Rain,  however  the  Mercury  dands.  4.  A  Wed  or 
South-Wed  Fog  often  portends  good  Weather,  or  that  it  will  foon  be  fo. 
5.  The  Wind  fhifting  from  North,  North-Ead,  or  Ead  to  Wed,  in  a  Fog, 
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prefages  good  W eather,  tho’  it  has  been  fome  Time  bad.  6.  A  Fog  with 
a  North  Wind  on  a  falling  Mercury,  is  bad;  but  good  with  a  rifing  Mer¬ 
cury.  7.  A  South-Eaft  Wind  with  a  Fog  and  a  falling  Glafs,  is  bad; 
and  fo  is  a  South  Wind  Fog  and  a  falling  Glafs.  In  the  fecond  Quarter  of 
the  Pvloon  all  Fogs  with  a  South  Wind,  whether  the  Glafs  be  high  or  low, 
are  attended  by  rainy  or  fhowery  Weather  till  the  Wind  fhifts;  if  it  turn 
South  from  any  of  the  other  Points,  rainy  Weather  follows.  It  is  the  fame 
in  the  third  Quarter,  wherein  I  find  22  foggy  fair  Days  to  the  feven  rainy. 
In  46  Fogs  in  the  fourth  Quarter,  31  were  fair,  and  15  rainy.  1.  Fogs 
with  a  North  Wind  in  the  fecond  Quarter,  with  a  Glafs  ftationed  above 
changeable,  are  moftly  followed  by  dry  Weather.  2.  The  Wind  fhifting 
from  Eaft  to  Weft,  or  from  Weft  to  Eaft,  by  North,  and  the  Glafs  below 
changeable,  a  Fog  prefages  bad  Weather.  3.  A  Fog  with  a  low  Glafs 
and  Weft  Wind,  fignifies  bad  Weather.  4.  A  Fog  with  a  very  low  Glafs, 
and  Wind  fhifting  from  Eaft  to  Weft,  by  South,  produces  dry  Weather. 
5.  A  Fog  with  a  South-Eaft  Wind  (except  the  Mercury  ftations  near  30) 
brings  bad  Weather.  6.  A  Fog  with  a  Glafs  near  30,  and  a  North  Wind 
fhifting  by  South  to  Weft,  has  Variety  of  Weather.  7.  A  Fog  with 
a  North  Wind  fhifting  Weft  with  a  low  Glafs,  is  ftill  good  Weather. 
8.  A  Fog  with  a  Glafs  above  changeable,  and  Wind  fhifting  daily  from 
Weft  to  Eaft,  by  South,  and  at  Night  refuming  it’s  former  Station,  is 
rainy.  9.  Fog  with  a  Glafs  near  30,  with  the  Wind  fhifting  from  Weft 
to  Eaft,  by  South,  is  attended  with  fair  Weather.  10.  Fog  with  an  Eaft 
Wind  and' a  high  Glafs,  promifes  fair  Weather;  but  a  low  Glafs  the  con¬ 
trary.  11.  Fog  with  a  South  Wind  and  low  Glafs,.  is  bad;  but  good 
with  a  high  Glafs.  12.  Fog  with  a  very  high  Glafs,  and  the  Wind  fhift¬ 
ing  from  North  to  South,  by  Weft,  tho’  attended  with  fome  Rain,  is  good 
Weathe‘r  after.  13.  Fog  with  a  Glafs  above  changeable,  and  ftill  riling, 
tho’  the  Wind  fhift  from  W eft  to  South,  yet  good  Weather  ftill.  14.  Fog 
with  the  Wind  fhifting  from  South  to  North,  by  Weft,  and  a  high  Glafs, 
is  a  good  Sign.  1 5.  Fog  with  a  Wind  fhifting  from  Eaft  to  South,  and  a 
high  Glafs,  promifes  well.  16.  Fog  with  a  varying  Wind  and  falling 
Glafs  is  not  bad,  if  the  Wind  fixes  North.  17.  Fog  with  a  rifing  Glafs, 
a  Wind  fhifting  from  North-Weft  to  Eaft,  North,  or  South,  is  good;  but 
a  Fog  with  a  North-Eaft  Wind  and  falling  Glafs,  is  bad ;  but  good  with 
a  rifing  Glafs.  18.  A  South  or  South-Eaft  Wind,  fhifting  South- Weft 
or  Weft,  is  bad.  But  let  not  a  low  Smoke  about  Towns  or  Villages  be 
miftaken  for  a  Fog  or  Mift ;  therefore  thefe  Obfervations  are  beft  made  in 
a  clear  Country  Air  on  a  pretty  high  Ground. 
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The  greateft  Fogs  in  thefe  21  Years  were  in  the  Moon’s  firft  Quarter, 
18  in  good  Weather,  and  18  followed  by  bad ;  in  the  fecond  Quarter,  21 
good,  and  18  bad;  in  the  third  Quarter,  25  good,  and  8  bad;  in  the 
fourth  Quarter,  29  good,  and  14  bad:  So  that  the  Moon  feems  to  have 
little  Influence  to  affedt  our  Weather;  and  if  the  Moon  has  not,  Comets 
can  have  far  lefs,  they  being  at  too  great  a  Diftance  from  us  to  occafion 
any  fenfible  Alteration  on  the  Earth,  feldom  coming  within  ten  Millions 
of  Miles  of  us.  That  tremendous  one  of  1680  approached  the  neareft  of 
any  of  the  known  Comets,  which  are  about  40  in  Number ;  that,  in  it’s 
Defcent  to  the  Sun,  might  approach  about  as  near  as  the  Moon,  if  it  was 
in  the  neareft  Part  of  the  Orbit  when  it  pafled.  Nor  can  Eclipfes  affedl 
us,  they  being  too  remote ;  nor  Aurora  Boreales,  which  are  often  feen  in 
all  Weathers;  but  brighteft  and  ofteneft  in  good  Weather. 

If  Thunder  and  Lightning  happen  in  the  Moon’s  firft  Quarter,  with  a 
brifk  South  Wind  and  falling  Glafs,  it  is  followed  by  bad  Weather.  2.  If 
the  Glafs  is  above  changeable,  with  a  North  Wind  fhifting  to  South-Eaft, 
it  prefages  long  good  Weather.  3.  If  the  Glafs  is  low,  and  the  Wind 
South  or  South-Eaft,  tho’  it  rain  at  prefent  good  Weather  foon  follows, 
4.  Thunder,  with  a  Weft  or  South  Wind,  and  a  pretty  high  Glafs,  pre¬ 
fages  Rain  or  Showers  for  fome  Time.  5.  A  Glafs  at  changeable,  and  a 
South  Wind,  it  is  fhowery  and  rainy ;  but  if  the  Glafs  rifes  it  will  be  fain 

6.  Thunder  with  a  Glafs  at  changeable,  and  ftill  falling,  and  the  Wind 

ftiifting  South,  denotes  a  wet  Time. - In  the  Moon’s  fecond  Quarter, 

Thunder  on  a  low  Glafs,  and  Wind  fhifting  from  North  to  Eaft,  is  a  good 
Sign.  2.  Thunder  and  a  high  Glafs,  and  Wind  fhifting  from  South-Eaft 
to  North,  by  Eaft,  forebodes  fair  Weather.  3.  If,  with  Thunder,  the 
Wind  veers  from  North  to  South-Weft,  with  a  high  Glafs,  it  tokens  well. 
4.  Thunder,  with  a  Glafs  at  or  below  changeable,  and  a  South  Wind, 
threatens  Moifture,  Showers,  or  Rain ;  but  if  the  Glafs  is  at,  or  quickly 
rifes  above,  changeable,  it  is  a  good  Sign.  5.  Thunder  coming  on  a  low 
Glafs  and  South  Wind,  if  the  Wind  fhifts  prefently  after,  and  the  Glafs 
rifes,  it  is  promifing,  tho’  fome  Showers  may  fall.  6.  Whilft  it  thunders, 
if  the  Wind  ftiifts  from  Weft  to  South,  with  a  falling  Glafs,  it  is  bad;  but 
the  contrary  if  it  fhifts  from  South  to  Weft  or  Eaft,  with  a  rifing  Glafs. 

7.  If  it  thunder,  and  the  Wind  fhifts  from  North  to  South-Eaft,  with  a 
falling  Glafs,  it  is  bad ;  or  if  it  thunder  on  a  very  low  Glafs  and  North 

Wind  ;  but  it  is  good  in  a  rifing  Glafs. - Thunder  in  the  firft  Quarter  of 

the  Moon  was  9  Times  good,  and  8  bad ;  in  the  fecond  Quarter,  17  Times 

good. 
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Oood,  and  8  bad;  in  the  third  Quarter,  18  Times  good,  and  n  bad;  in 
the  fourth  Quarter,  25  Times  good,  and  6  bad. 


O' 
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Rainy 


Droughty 


Dearth  or  Famine 


From  this  Table  obferve,  i.  That  the 
fame  Year  may  be  both  rainy  and  droughty, 
or  a  rainy  Winter,  Spring,  or  Harveft,  and 
the  reft  of  the  Y ear  dry,  as  feveral  of  thofe 
27  were,  and  the  Year  1760  was  a  dry  Spring, 
an  exceeding  droughty  Summer  to  Septem¬ 
ber  16,  when  high  Winds  and  ftiocking 
deluging  Rains  to  January  1,1761.  2.  It 
is  not  always  true  that  we  fhould  eftimate 
a  Year  wet  or  dry  from  the  four  Summer 
Months,  on  which  the  Plenty  or  Scarcity 


of  Corn  and  Herbage  depends ;  fo  that  if  there 
are  large  and  frequent  Rains  at  that  Seafon,  it 
is  called  a  wet  Year,  and  if  feldom  and  fmall,  a 
dry  Year;  for  tho’  1755  had  a  Fourth  more  Rain 
than  56,  yet  the  Spring  Months  Rain  of  the 
latter  was  much  longer  than  of  the  former;  for 
April ,  May ,  and  June  of  1756  had  235  Hours 
Rain,  and  5  5  had  only  63-.  The  three  Hard- 
Corn  Seed  Months  of  1755  had  alfo  terrible  long 
Rains,  viz.  September ,  Offiober,  and  November 
had  385  Hours  Wet,  and  the  fame  three  Months 
of  56  had  only  177  Hours.  The  Seed-fowing 
l 3  Time  being  wholly  rainy,  hindered  much  Sow¬ 
ing,  chilled,  rotted,  and  killed  much  that  was 
fown ;  and  the  Earth  being  full  of  Water,  and 
little  Froft  to  confume  it,  or  Drought  in  Sum¬ 
mer  to  evaporate  it,  the  Seed  that  perifhed  not 
(if  not  fown  on  dry  and  fandy  Ground)  run  up 
into  Straw,  like  wild  Oats  or  other  Grain, 
Hence  a  threefold  Caufe  of  Dearth ;  to  which 
^ojadd  the  Want  of  Froft  in  55,  which  had  only 
73*27  Nights  fmall  Froft ;  hence  fown  Hard-Corn 


was  loft  feveral  Ways.  Likewife  in  the  latter  End  of  Harveft  1739,  from 
September  to  the  Middle  of  December ,  the  Earth  was  foaked  and  drowned 
in  Water;  then  came  the  great  hard  Froft. - In  September  1741,  to  No¬ 

vember  y  were  great  Rains,  whereby  much  Corn  was  loft  in  the  North  of 

U  ' 


England 
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England  and  high  moorifh  Grounds ;  and  the  cut  Corn  could  not  he  got 
dried,  but  both  cut  and  uncut  fprouted,  and  grew  as  it  flood,  which  I  faw 
and  obferved  on  November  10,  when  travelling  in  that  Country.  3.  It 
may  be  a  wet  leaking  Year,  with  much  Milling  and  fmall  Rain,  and  yet, 
if  warm,  a  very  plentiful  Year ;  and  if  the  moderate  Heat  is  attended  with 
brifk  fhifting  Winds,  a  very  healthy  Year,  as  we  found  here;  for  often  a  long 
fultry  foutherly  Conftitution  brings  putrid,  malignant,  or  flow  nervous  Fe¬ 
vers  ;.  and  a  long  milling,  foggy,  cloudy  Time  brings  Intermittents,  Re¬ 
mittents,  Hemitritians,  Pallies,  Jaundices,  and  Dropfies.  A  long,  cold,., 
dry  North,  North-Eaft,  or  Eafl  Wind  produces  Inflammations,  inflam¬ 
matory  Fevers,  hot  Scurvies,  Agues,  and  Hannoploes.  4.  Of  the  57  Years 
in  the  Table  of  Scarcity,  Dearth,  or  Famine,  34  were  from  Rains  in  the 
fame,  or  fome  preceding  Year  or  Years.  Of  75  Years  Drought,  only  five 
of  them  caufed  a  Dearth  of  Grain;  fo  that  Rains  bring  a  Famine  near 
feven  Times  for  a  Drought  once.  5.  Dearth  and  Scarcity  come  from 
leveral  Things  befides  Rain  or  Drought;  as  from  W ar.  Want  of  Agricul¬ 
ture,  inclofing  too  much,  turning  Corn  Land  into  Grazing,  Idlenefs, 
floody  or  frofty  Seed-Times  or  Springs,  fevere  Colds  of  the  Seafons,  pro- 
fufe  Exportation  of  Corn,  and  making  Scarcity  at  home ;  or  from  the 
Rich  hoarding  up  Grain  and  ftarving  the  Poor ;  or  from  the  Earth’s  Bar- 
rennefs  from  over-bearing  itfelf ;  or  from  great  Rains  and  Floods  having 
wafhed  the  vegetative  Principles  out  of  the  Ground’s  Surface;  or  from 
wafhing  out  or  perifhing  of  Seed;  or  from  blafting  Mildews,  Locufts, 
fhaking  Winds,  Storms  or  Tempefts,  an  Enemy  invading  and  over-run¬ 
ning  a  Country.  6.  Dearths  or  Famine  rarely  prevail  here,  above  four 
Years  fucceffively,  and  that  only  once  in  this  Table.  Thrice  it  continued 
three  Years  each  Time,  and  all  the  reft  only  one  or  two  Years  together. 
Tho’  there  are  57  Years  Famine,  yet  they  happened  at  34  different  Times; 
and  tho’  there  were  75  rainy  Years,  they  happened  at  47  feveral  Times. 

7.  There  has  been  more  Rain  in  the  60  Years  of  this  Century,  than  in 
the  17th  Century,  which  had  only  fix  rainy  Years  before  60 ;  and  the  laft 
60  has  had  20  rainy  Years.  The  Beginning  of  the  laft  Century  had  more 
dry  Years;  the  longeft  Drought  was  from  1651  to  59  (the  Winters  of  56 
and  57  excepted) ;  we  have  feldom  had  fo*  long  a  dry  Time  together. 

8.  Thirteen  of  the  dear  Years  fell  in  the  1 5th  Century;  24  in  the  16  th; 
feven  or  eight  in  the  17th;  and  10  in  the  1 8 th  before  61. 

Tho’  fevere  and  long  Frofts  are  often  preceded  by  long,  wet,  or  ra iny 
Seafons,  yet  they  are  pot  always ;  for  fometimes  we  find  bluftering  Sea- 
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Cons  fucceeded  by  Drought  and  Heat,  as  1557,  58,  60,  69,  78,  86,  &c. 
and  perhaps  may  be  the  Cafe  of  the  Summer  61,  after  four  fuch  fevere 
rainy,  ftormy  Winter  Months.  Some  rare  Times  an  extraordinary  Hurri¬ 
cane  fupplied  the  Place  of  both,  as  that  of  Ottober  26,  1703,  and  that  of 
March  15,  1 757,  both  followed  by  lovely  Springs  and  rich  Seed-Times, 
after  a  hard  frofty  Winter  of  57,  from  November  to  Candlemas .  By  thefe 
three  Ways  (moftly  the  firft,  ieldom  the  fecond,  and  rarely  the  third)  a 
Period  for  a  Time  is  put  to  rainy,  wet,  moift  Conftitutions.  The  firft 
moftly  terminates  fuch  unhealthy  Times,  and  is  ofteneft  followed  by 
Drought  or  Heat;  tho’  thefe  may  not  always  wholly  prevent  the  Return 
of  rainy  Seafons,  yet  they  feldom  continue  long  till  one  of  the  above  three  , 
puts  a  Stop  to  them,  and  brings  Drought  and  Heat. 
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An  exceflive  rainy  Harveft,  efpecially  September ,  Ottober,  and  Novem¬ 
ber,  often  prefages  a  frofty  Winter  or  Spring,  if  not  prevented  by  one  of 
the  other  two  Ways ;  and  if  the  Frofts  laft  long  there  will  happen  fome 
Interval  between  their  coming  and  the  Rain  ceafing;  for  if  the  Froft 
comes  clofe  upon  the  Heels  of  the  other,  it  will  quickly  be  gone.  2.  The 
longer  and  more  exceflive  the  rainy  Seafon  has  been,  the  longer  and  fharper 
the  Froft,  coming  after  a  due  Interval,  may  prove,  if  it  terminates  the  wet 
Time;  fhould  the  Froft  prove  ftiort  and  mild,  it  threatens  but  an  indiffe¬ 
rent  Seafon,  till  either  it  returns,  or  one  of  the  other  two  Ways  enfues,  to 
congeal,  fhut  up,  diflipate,  or  fpend  the  Vapours.  3.  Sometimes  before 
a  Dearth,  or  long  Froft  followed  by  a  great  Drought,  the  Earth  brings 
forth  luxuriant  Crops  of  Corn,  Fruits,  and  Herbage.  The  more  fuccef- 
five  Years  the  Earth  is  loaded  with  fuch  rich  Products,  the  greater  Room 
to  expert  a  Scarcity,  till  the  Earth  recover  it’s  Fertility  by  a  feafonable 
hard  Froft  and  lying  Snow  to  reftercorate  the  Ground,  and  keep  it  and  the 
Seed  warm,  prevent  the  Exhalation  and  Lofs  of  it’s  afeending  rich  vege¬ 
tating  Principles,  which  had  been  difperfed  and  fufpended  in  the  A t- 
mofphere,  united  with  Moifture  in  the  Air,  and  brought  down  in  the 
Snow ;  where,  and  in  the  Earth’s  Surface,  they  were  locked  up  till  the 
Spring,  befides  the  Salts  daily  afeending  to  the  Earth’s  Surface.  Froft 
without  Snow  is  not  fufficient;  for  the  Nitre  in  the  Snow  joined  to  that 
in  the  Air,  and  the  Salts  rifing  out  of  the  Earth  with  an  after  genial 
Warmth,  and  moderate  feafonable  Rains,  all  confpired  to  make  the  Earth 
fruitful.  If  Froft  is  quickly  fucceeded  by  a  long,  feverely  cold,  and  dry 
parching  Seafon,  or  if  the  Snow  and  Froft  are  carried  off  fpeedily  and  im- 
petuoufly  by  Floods  and  Inundations,  a  Dearth  is  impending. 

■  ■  u  2  In 
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In  revolving  over  and  comparing  feveral  Journals  of  the  Barometer  2nd 
Thermometer,  Wind  and  Weather,  taken  by  fundry  ingenious  Gentle¬ 
men  in  different  Parts  of  this  Ifland,  I  was  not  a  little  furprized  to  find  fo 
little  Agreement  among  them,  after  Mr.  Derham  and  Mr.  Townley,  for 
they  feldom  agreed  one  Day  in  all  Refpedfcs,  whereof  there  are  fufficient 
Inftances  above;  for  at  fome  Diftances  the  Winds  often  differ  not  only  in 
Height,  but  in  the  Points  whence  they  come ;  perhaps  being  often  taken 
at  different  Times  of  the  Day,  or  fome  times  from  rufty  Vanes.  Barome¬ 
ters  and  Thermometers  differ  in  their  Heights  on  the  fame  Day ;  per¬ 
haps  they  may  differ  in  their.  Balls,  Bores,  contained  Liquors,  or  in  dif¬ 
ferent  Situations,  Scales  fixed  on,  Afpedl,  Shape  of  their  Tubes,  (Sc. 
In  one  Place  a  clear  Sky,  cloudy  in  another;  fair  in  one  Place,  riiifles, 
hails,  rains,  or  fnows  in  another  not  far  off;  frefh  in  one  Place,  freezes 
within  one,  two,  or  three  Miles ;  cold  in  one  Place,  hot  in  another,  mo¬ 
derate  in  a  third ;  Thunder,  Lightning,  and  Rain  in  one  Place,  and  a  clear 
warm  Day  within  a  few  Miles ;  in  one  Place  it  is  a  very  wet  Seafon*  as  dry 
in  another ;  fome  have  far  more  Rain  and  wetting  Days  than  others,  yet 
perhaps  both  at  different  Times,  as  they  are  favoured  by  the  Sea,  Winds, 
and  Mountains ;  one  Part  of  the  Country  is  barren,  another  is  very  fruit¬ 
ful  ;  Scarcity  in  one  Place,  Plenty  in  another ;  healthy  in  fome  Places, 
fickly  of  fundry  Difeafes  in  another;  one  Difeafe  rife  and  fatal  in  one  Place, 
another  the  like,  or  more  favourable  in  another,  and  the  intermediate 
Place  healthy.  But,  exclufive  of  thefe  Ufes,  Journals  are  ftill  ufeful  ih 
other  Refpedts,  as  a  comparative  Hiftory  of  the  Air  and  it's  Effects,  and 
to  compare  with  that  of  our  Neighbours;  to  fhew  the  fixed  or  fluffing 
Courfe  of  the  Wind  and  Weather,  and  their  Effects  in  different  Places  and 
Situations ;  the  common  State  of  Health,  or  the  general  fundry  Sorts  of 
Difeafes  prevailing  at  the  fame  Time  in  different  Places ;  to  fee  if  thefe 
feveral  Things  have  their  certain  or  uncertain  Turns  in  the  fame  Places* 
the  Signs  of  their  Coming,  Effect,  Event,  and  Duration;  for  the  fame 
Sort  of  Weather  and  Difeafes  do  not  drop  alike  on  a  whole  Country  at  the 
fame  Time,  whether  contagious  or  not,  but  have  their  progreffive  Mo¬ 
tion,  directed  perhaps  by  Courfes  and  Currents  of  the  Wind,  whereof  we 
have  fufficient  Proof.  When  a  general  Epidemic  comes,  it  is  feme  Months 
or  Years  in  it’s  Progrefs ;  but  many  of  them  have  their  Sweep  from 
South  to  North.  Catarrhs  come  from  all  Quarters,  and  finifh  their  Courfe 
quickly.  Meafles  and  Small-Pox  feem  to  have  no  Dependence  on  Air  or 
Weather,  but  only  the  Seafons ;  often  the  fame  Difeafe  prevails  in  feveral 
diftant  remote  Places  at  the  fame  Time,  favourable  in  one,  fatal  in  ano¬ 
ther* 


4 
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ther,  leaving  the  intermediate  Places  either  healthy,  or  afflidted  with  other 
Difeafes,  as  has  been  the  Cafe  of  the  laft  20  Years,  with  the  putrid  malig¬ 
nant  fpotted  Fever,  which  began  in  1741,  and  Children's  putrid  malignant 
fore  Throats,  which  began  the  fame  Year,  after  it  had  laid  dormant  two 
Years ;  and  flow  Fevers  do  the  fame,  as  Air,  Seafons,  Food,  Weather, 
Soils,  Situations,  Bufinefles,  or  the  Ufe  of  Non-Naturals  vary  in  feveral 
Places;  hence  a  Difference  of  Difeafes,  Symptoms,  and  their  Events. 
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The  following  TABLES,  carefully  extra&ed  from  the  Regifiers  of  the  feveral  Parilhes  mentioned,  are  the 

Vouchers  for  what  is  afierted  in  this  Work  from  Page  47  to  Page  55. 

TABLE  1. 

Period  I.  Part  I.  Bills  for  Foreign  Cities.  Period  II. 

|  Born  |Married{Buried 


from  1 71 7  to  1727 


Vienna 

Augfburgh  1500 

Drefden  •  1617 

Freyberg  1617 

Paris  1728 

Befides  dead  in  the  7  >  Q 

Foundling Hofpital  J  r^2 
Amfterdam  1716 

Berlin  1712 

Breflaw  1 63  3 

Leipfic,  in  9  late  Years  — — 

Copenhagen,  in  4  late  7 _ 

Years  3 

19  Cities  in  Saxony,  7  _____ 
for  2  Years  3." 


1 700 
1700 
1 700 

1 737 

*737 

l72  4 
1732 

1 7  3  4 


43333 

285412 

46423 

23648 

168199 


52537 

52286 

108919 

8282 

6012 


3211 


80146 

18629 

7231 

399c 


16430 

14182 


1488 


5925  5 
326190 

66460 
25326 
1 82481 

'22241 


• 

Born 

Marriec 

From  1 756  to  1 762 

30340 

1 700 

1 72 1 

19226 

5418 

1700 

1724 

28913 

8581 

1700 

1 71.8 

5565 

1488 

1 754 

1762 

156186 

‘ 

In  later  Years 

44349 

3^399 
1 6040 

32422 
5289 
1 76969 


75244 


32532 
52590 
1 25685 

13281  Of  the  53704  baptized,  30974 _were  married. 


Totals  284579)  15487I342363 
Decreafe  57784 


9024 

4009 


Decreafe  120812  Totals  798262 


142096 


919074 


To  the  Married  near  four  Children  to  each  Couple;  of  the 
Births,  579179;  Perfons  married,  251332;  of  the  Born 
died  unmarried,  327847. 


and  22730  died  unmarried.  Three  Chil¬ 
dren  and  a  Half  to  each  Couple. 

Paris  for  1765 
London  1 765 
Leipfic  1765 
York  1765 
Newc^file  1765 
slides  300  more  were 

in  the  Balait  Hills. 


*9439 

4782 

18034 

i6374 

23230 

*437 

324 

1048 

435 

162 

408 

1728 

— 

1463 

buried 

at  Newcaflle 

Clafs  I.  Part  II.  Period  I.  Some  Englijh  and  Irijh  Cities  and  Towns.  Period  II. 


Born 

Married)  Buried 

London 

from  1604 

to  1691 

733381 

— 

1961456 

From  1691  to 

1762 

Dublin 

1666 

1681 

14765 

24199 

1715 

x746 

Manchefier 

>5  n 

1.626 

1 1 568 

3058 

1 1  599 

x744 

1762 

Doncafter 

1547 

1624 

5543 

1843 

6882 

1721 

1762 

Stockport 

1584 

1614 

2664 

631 

2794 

1716 

x746 

Pickering 

1570 

1637 

2652 

7  09 

2704 

1637 

1742 

Decreafe  1239054  '  ' 

The  12482  married  fubtra&ed  from  22427  baptized,  remain 
9945  ;  little  more  than  three  Children  to  each  Marriage. 


Born 

956126 

43512 

38985 

4218 

3060 

4180 


Totals 

Decreafe  495742 


Mard  j  Buried 

_I4i 5339 
77978 
40579. 

3975 
4257 
3695 


15079 

*355 

1269 

1220 


050081)18923)1545823 


Not  near  three  Children  to  each  Wedding;  and 
not  a  Third  died  unmarried,  which  Ihews 
the  unregiftered  Baptifms. 


Period  I.  Market-Towns  with  a  knall  Jncreafe.  Period  II. 


*- 

Born 

Mard 

Buried! 

Bornl  Mard 

Buried 

Leeds  from 

1572  to  1612 

8951 

2391 

7637 

From 

1730  to  1746 

9454 

2796 

7900 

Liverpool 

1661 

1703 

4489 

535 

345° 

In  1  5 

Years  \ 

Halifax 

1 539 

1 562 

561 1 

1 399 

3837 

before  j 

1 75 1 

7707 

2429 

8774 

Wakefield 

1613 

j645 

4458 

1385 

5790 

From 

1673  t0  r/62 

25425 

10936 

24236 

Sheffield 

1 561 

1644 

1 1 867 

3290 

9943 

1680 

*734 

91  53 

2025 

8228 

Nottingham, St.  Mary’s  7 
and  St.  Nicholas’s  j 

t56; 

1 686 

1231 

338 

97 1 

1748 

1742 

1762 

1 762 

ic666 
900  Q 

2637 

2180 

8349 

7290 

Birmingham 

l6lO 

1620 

789 

1 89 

560 

For  1 

2  late  Years 

67 1 7 

1778 

7124 

Coventry 

l6t4 

1634 

1 206 

229 

1 1 53 

From 

1 742  to  1762 

8326 

3427 

7600 

Newark 

l60O 

1640 

2923 

668 

2827 

1716 

1 747 

3108 

1 1 75 

3896 

Leicefter,  five  Churches 

1620 

1640 

3037 

800 

2945 

1721 

1 761 

945 1 

1820 

1 1  322 

Stamford 

I63O 

1 640 

834 

J95 

784 

1752 

1 762 

,  io35 

466 

1097 

Northwich 

l6lO 

1 640 

1305 

260 

1079 

1 700 

1 733 

2204 

518 

1368 

Warrington 

l6l4 

1632 

3662 

814 

3388 

1716 

1746 

4618 

1670 

5293 

Mahon,  three  Parilhes 

1  609 

162 1 

733 

227 

700 

x73* 

1 743 

814 

200 

704 

Bakewell 

1657 

1700 

*992 

720 

1883 

1 700 

1 7  3  5 

1301 

73l 

1  160 

Thorne 

i639 

16+9 

560 

103 

551 

*73° 

1741 

580 

1 45 

499 

Pontefrafl 

1 586 

1636 

4335 

1 1 29 

4207 

1 734 

1 745 

1831 

69! 

1627 

iUnglbridge 

1612 

164c 

768 

1 67 

727 

1654 

1 743 

x436 

291 

1510 

Rotherham 

1592 

1640 

5  >87 

M96 

4872 

For  1 

20  Years - 

1150^ 

2-67 

•  10980 

Nantwich 

1610 

1 641 

29!9 

522 

237x 

From 

1  710  to  1 741 

2752 

870 

2903 

Stoke  Damerel 

1592 

1617 

186 

85 

141 

1 71 5 

1738 

2658 

764 

2267 

Gainlbrough 

156; 

1641 

5218 

1381 

4400 

1696 

*734 

3966 

I073 

3628 

Chefterfield 

1 562 

1 63  9 

I7098 

*744 

6226 

1742 

1 762 

1990 

696 

1686 

Increafe  14445 

Totals 

79359 

[20067)70464 

Totals 

Increafe  4554 

135706142.85)12995^ 

Country  Parifhes. 


Period  I.  Clafs  II.  Period  II. 


1 

BornlMar. 

Buried 

|  Born|  Mar.JBuried 

Adwick  on  Dearn  from 

P-4 

O 

f t* 

O 

1643 

322 

93 

263 

From  1690  to 

'73° 

170 

44 

*3* 

Seven  Country  Parilhes,  for  10  fuccef- 1 

581 

128 

379 

five  Years  eacn 

Neem  Sellers  from 

1558  to 

1658 

351 

26 

229 

1700 

I  761 

237 

26 

170 

Wifper 

1573 

1631 

863 

242 

562 

1649 

*739 

952 

208 

7  70 

Dronfield 

1560 

1649 

4420 

1025 

32°5 

1649 

*739 

5473 

827 

4379 

St.  John’s  in  Thanet 

1 560 

i657 

3486 

839 

2528 

1657 

*734 

4365 

68 1 

3460 

Connifburrow 

1 560 

164O 

1227 

284 

981 

1640 

*734 

1 380 

338 

1 204 

Eafslow 

* 574 

1629 

1115 

z35 

859 

1663 

*738 

2431 

33° 

1789 

Sprodburrow 

1 5  59 

1643 

805 

268 

75° 

1654 

*735 

665 

75 

600 

Evam 

1630 

1648 

542 

87 

37° 

1648 

*737 

2920 

484 

2280 

J 

Brotherton 

1571 

l628 

5*3 

181 

443 

163; 

1 738 

*403 

280 

1283 

Thryburg 

1600 

1648 

294 

90 

197 

1648 

*734 

516 

*54 

409 

Ackworth 

1567 

1644 

1209 

271 

890 

1644 

*737 

1324 

285 

1045 

Matterfey 

*538 

1637 

963 

245 

85* 

|  1663 

*734 

672 

*75 

644 

Glentwortli 

*59° 

164O 

209 

82 

201 

1640 

*734 

401 

128 

404 

Balbour 

- - 

— 

* 

■ — 

-■-1 

1 

— — 

1252 

345 

1009 

Grant’s  Parifli,  Hants 

1 5  5  9 

1659 

6338 

1 568 

5290 

Warfop 

1 5  38 

*738 

653 

200 

375 

Norwell 

*559 

rr 

*737 

2546 

655 

2036 

1  n 

Totals  264^7165101204091  Totals  24161!  4626I19568 

Increafe  6028  _ Increafe  4593 _ 


Period  I.  Clafs  IIL  Period  II. 


- - — . 

BornlMar.'Buried 

Born 

Mar. 

Buried 

ScarclifF  from 

1628  to  1645 

180 

42 

*53 

From  1692  to  1735 

262 

88 

223 

Elmton 

*599 

1648 

249 

67 

227 

1648 

1700 

360 

5* 

291 

Yealmton 

1630 

1646 

39* 

9* 

336 

1646 

*739 

*753’ 

594 

*573 

Kingfbridge 

1612 

1643 

768 

167 

727 

1654 

1740 

«436 

291 

151a 

Darton 

1562 

1632 

977 

287 

750 

1632 

1 73 8 

*324 

285 

*045 

Laughton 

1583 

1643 

9*5 

272 

776 

1647 

*734 

1273 

390 

1096 

Wentworth 

*555 

1629 

684 

190 

567 

1660 

*733 

2071 

380 

1684 

Heatherfage 

1631 

1655 

674 

126 

561 

1666 

*736 

*339 

393 

1564 

Ichley 

*598 

1637 

*592 

370 

898 

162 

*374 

1696 

*737 

833 

131 

68r 

Minfter  in  Thanet,  Kent 
Soly-Hull,  Warwickfhire 

1 562 
1620 

1734 

1643 

2935 

866 

2830 

646 

•73* 

1762 

1590 

355 

1291 

Quinton,  Gloucefterfhire 

1620 

1643 

3°9 

60 

252 

1732 

1763 

54* 

75 

292 

Kingfton,  Warwickfhire 

1620 

1644 

250 

3* 

176 

1732 

1763 

650 

95 

47* 

Leamington 

Bifhop’s 

1620 

1644 

207 

32 

122 

1732 

1763 

201 

3* 

166 

1620 

1644 

112 

34 

79 

1732 

1763 

304 

77 

198 

Increafe  15*3 

Totals 

1 1 109(2835 

9576I  Totals 

Increafe  1850 

*39371  3236(12086 

Period  I.  Clafs  IV.  Period  II. 


St.John’s,  near  Laughton  from 
Gloffop 

Hearn,  in  Kent 

Brodfworth 

1546  to  1636 
1620  1654 

1558  1645 

*539  1  589 

Born 

200 

1122 

2468 

240 

Mar. 

85 

* 

674 

100 

Burd 

4* 1 

1 221 

2577 

161 

From  1637  to  1734 

*654  *737 

1661  1734 

*692  1735 

Born 

476 

1874 

2005 

262 

Mar. 

237 

921 

410 

88 

Buried 

506 

1858 

2186 

223 

Totals 

4039 

8  S 9 1 437 °l 

Totals 

4617I  i656|  4773 

Decreafe  3 3 1 _ Decreafe  156 


*  N.  B.  The  Marriages  of  both  Periods  are  included  in  the  fecond  Period. 


Period  I. 


Small  Market-Towns  more  healthy. 


Period  II. 


Selby  from 

Bradford 

Huddersfield 

Barnfley 

Tickhill 

Mansfield 

Kefwick 

Wigton  1 

Cheltenham 

KingfclifF 

Tiverton 

Cranbrook 

Prefcot 

Uppingham 

Bury,  Lancafhire 

Hartlepool 

Banbury 

Leuton 

Weldon 

Melton-Mowbray 
Kidderminfter 
Knarelbrough 
Ripley  


Born 

Mar. 

Buried' 

Born 

Mar. 

1621  to 

1636 

820 

264 

569 

From  1721  to 

1736 

631 

208 

1600 

1640 

763  7 

2208 

535° 

1700 

1739 

5760 

3352 

1606 

1724 

1 40 1 2 

3373 

1 1863 

1732 

1 759 

5462 

1258 

1569 

1624 

2112 

632 

1686  49Years  before 

1762 

2826 

562 

1567 

161 1 

1575 

431 

1298 

1672 

17  38 

1832 

464 

1 5  59 

1600 

1617 

413 

l294 

I746 

1762 

1525 

363 

1566 

164; 

7164 

1887 

5325 

164; 

1 7  39 

3594 

941 

1608 

1646 

1938 

475 

1406 

1 66 1 

1 737 

3345 

600 

1558 

1648 

4004 

839 

2607 

1648 

*738 

3947 

635 

1590 

1640 

1297 

306 

950 

1642 

*73  8 

26^1 

394 

1560 

1640 

11830 

3*78 

9335 

1640 

1665 

4363 

1183 

1560 

1640 

7200 

1917 

5755 

1640 

1650 

976 

196 

1632 

1646 

1765 

450 

1033 

1727 

1 739 

1 345 

333 

1571 

1616 

1001 

376 

67  9 

1700 

1758 

z576 

374 

1591 

1613 

2129 

696 

I7°9 

1727 

1748 

3385 

993 

1566 

1643 

942 

242 

7°5 

1705 

l7  38 

794 

170 

1 575 

1627 

3809 

1060 

2873 

1688 

*738 

3650 

1 108 

1613 

1639 

2397 

38° 

1767 

1721 

1 745 

x733 

524 

1 595 

i655 

1164 

247 

9°3 

1700 

1747 

*3*4 

230 

I54° 

1640 

2149 

494 

1594 

1700 

I741 

i859 

475 

1561 

1721 

1 757 

4670 

1253 

1581 

1028 

249 

829 

U31 

1751 

*73* 

428 

— — 

— 

1721 

1763 

968 

229 

Tncreafe  18100 


Totals  77590)201 17I59530I 


Buried 
604 
4830 
3076 
1930 
2000 
1289 
3x21 

3Z15 
3610 

2357 
3538 
1066 
I  63  I 

*98  4 
2486 

55 1 

3544 
1856 

965 
1727 
2852 
1571 
779 


Totals 

[ncreafe  10355 


60937)16273)50582 


Clafs  III. 


Small  Market-Towns  with  fingle  Pe¬ 
riods  only. 


Some  decreafing  Towns  with  fingle  Pe¬ 
riods. 


?emllon|  from  j 

Hope  1 7 00 

Hull  _  1713 

Heatherleigh  1659 
Oundle  U34 

Scarbrough  1729 

Whitby  173° 

Burlington  1729 

Lincoln  173° 

Hallaton  1723 

Middlewich,  Chef.  1679 
Pattrington  1713 

Littleport,  for  80  Years 
Bridgenorth,  in  12 Years 


Born 

Mar. 

Buried 

1762 

6005 

1253 

43 1 3 

1643 

2833 

539 

1938 

1762 

721 1 

850 

5584 

1733 

6 1 1 6 

1831 

4646 

1 745 

2045 

445 

i9°4 

1739 

270 

79 

261 

1733 

755 

229 

743 

1733 

391 

,  63 

344 

1732 

.  279 

81 

251 

1733 

695 

253 

539 

x743 

437 

76 

412 

1735 

39*3 

794 

2903 

1733 

447 

92 

379 

1880 

39s 

1772 

755 

1  ' 

7 1 1 

Increafe  7332 


Totals  34032I  6983I26700 


Wirkfworth,  from  1700  to  1734  [4254!  906)  3707 


Market-Weighton  from  1727  to  1733 
Nevvcaftle,  for  12  late  Years 
Norwich,  for  28  late  Years 
Dalton  from  1655  to  1738 

y,  for  80  late  Years 
Prefton,  for  12  late  Years 
Derby,  for  4  late  Years 
York,  for  7  late  Years 
Ulverfton,  for  47  late  Years 
Bawtry 
Sleaford 
Howden 
Ketterin 
Sandbach 

Tiddefwell,  for  24  Years 
Chapel  la  Frith,  for  60  late  Years 

“feSf’-"-}™”'** 


from  1654  to  1734 

1653 

1737 

1730 

U34 

1737 

1747 

•  i653 

1684 

Born 

Mar. 

Buried 

168 

3° 

185 

6469 

6750 

26106 

— 

31810 

3893 

— 

4167 

10752 

3I23 

"423 

1716 

450 

1941 

743 

237 

868 

2785 

400 

3466 

22  66 

460 

3I2i 

*344 

375 

i486 

3420 

817 

3627 

229 

93 

334 

53J 

182 

654 

1206 

34° 

13lS 

1283 

276 

1302 

2005 

462 

2287 

981 

271 

1048 

Decreafe  9887 


Totals  65897I75 16)75784 


x 


TABLE  II. 


Period  I.  Several  Claffes  of  Country  Parifhes  referred  to  from  Page  52  to  Page  5 6. _ Period  II. 


, 

[ 

Bornf 

Mar.] 

Buried 

"rom  1656  to 

Born 

Mar. 

Buried 

Churfton  from 

1543  t0 

i643 

829 

261 

4961 

I74° 

446 

232 

388 

E.ckington 

1 5  5  9 

1645 

4°33 

937 

2334 

1645 

1738 

37c9 

685 

2707 

Wefton,  C.  Sutton 

1574 

l6l7 

328 

67 

175 

1691 

1 7 1 7 

483 

76 

369 

Raunds 

1610 

1646 

823. 

168 

566 

1646 

1701 

1348 

178 

1232 

Kirby 

1620 

1648 

543 

173 

346 

1648 

1737 

1824 

394 

1553 

Bradfield 

1 5  59 

1649 

4377 

881 

2989 

1649 

1734 

1273 

39° 

1096 

N.  Luffenham 

157  3 

I642 

783 

161 

4 l7 

1642 

1742 

990 

159 

809 

Wickerfley,  60  Years  before 

1640 

268 

145 

160 

1640 

1734 

653 

96 

569 

Stuntney 

1545 

1620 

253 

69 

172 

1620 

1735 

216 

70 

186 

F  oxton 

1560 

164O 

804 

191 

59° 

«6S3 

1737 

780 

256 

684 

Hatfield 

1567 

I65I 

3°73 

1008 

2309 

I652 

1734 

3 1 7  3 

948 

3927 

Hope  (Peak) 

1600 

1643 

2833 

539 

1930 

1700 

1761 

4578 

960 

3702 

Felkirk 

1609 

1647 

79° 

189 

500 

1647 

1683 

902 

*  164 

677 

Walcote 

1558 

1645 

557 

149 

334 

I645 

1742 

39i 

92 

328 

Medbourn,  C.  Holt 

1588 

1688 

1 100 

163 

75 1 

l688 

17  38 

685 

138 

447 

Newton-Ferrers 

1600 

164I 

688 

222 

465 

I64I 

1 739 

995 

375 

755 

Brathwell 

1559 

1739 

2075 

486 

1604 

1 

— — 

— — 

— 

Southwick,  for  189  Years 

■ - - 

1637 

765 

209 

568 

>637 

i738 

6664 

— — 

— 

Roy  ft  on 

i;58 

3021 

799 

2334 

1595 

4770 

Slowfton 

1559 

1743 

933 

191 

619 

■'  1  ■ 

■ "  ■■ " 

••  —  • 

Edenfore,  for  190  Years 

l625 

1,815 

353 

1294 

I656 

1762 

■ 

~ — 

— 

Silkftone 

i;58 

1429 

312 

1080 

5050 

1451 

3675 

Barnburrow 

1558 

I763 

1355 

33i 

1080 

1653 

1 1 

— 

65 

Marr 

1571 

1642 

355 

122 

259 

1737 

258 

199 

Yolgrave 

1558 

I642 

2101 

629 

1546 

1644 

1739 

45QI 

933 

3346 

Darfield,  for  20  Years  before 

1653 

1644 

856 

217 

681 

1 65  3 

1 737 

3262 

468 

*  2700 

Stoke-Hammond 

1537 

698 

169 

427 

i649 

i7}8 

487 

121 

371 

Bolfover,  31  Years  before 

1647 

1645 

71 1 

306 

626 

I656 

1711 

H95 

2  ©9 

95° 

King-Sutton 

1537 

669 

160 

436 

1645 

1738 

1806 

420 

1205 

Matlock 

15.7 1 

I7OO 

334° 

61.7 

2496 

I7OO 

*734 

1 109 

287 

8j8 

Church-Anfton 

1559 

1738 

847 

— 

r 

1900 

39° 

1281 

Darley 

1610 

1736 

3699 

2768 

I65I 

■■ 

•  - 

- — 

Mercet 

1570 

1636 

599 

99 

406 

1742 

804 

ll9 

604 

Wing 

1625 

l66l 

228 

40 

*53 

1700 

J743 

278 

67 

238 

F.ccles  field 

>558 

l6l4 

z455 

842 

1875 

1620 

j763 

1 1434 

2866 

7954 

Tankerftey 

•598 

I648 

560 

163 

388 

I648 

*743 

1 1 17 

424. 

908 

Hanfvvorth 

i558 

1645 

1266 

363 

918 

1 666 

■746 

1749 

378 

13°y 

Carcolfton 

1571 

J64O 

60  4. 

121 

4°7 

1640 

1 735 

528 

87 

467 

Mexburrow 

1567 

1 7  37 

I99° 

241 

1537 

— 

Slanton 

1559 

1737 

912 

153 

591 

■■ 

— 

— 

— 

Bolton  on  Dearne 

1619 

1737 

I55I 

411 

1182 

— 

.  ... 

Alton,  72  Years  before 

1736 

1637 

— 

923 

284 

734 

Beely 

1590 

309 

1  — 

208 

1700 

1737 

37° 

114 

St.  John  Baptift,  Kent 

1560 

1606 

1324 

1  287 

843 

1606 

1734 

6527 

1233 

5443 

Pannel,  for  75  Years 

1670 

1736 

1226 

147 

867 

Temple- Sowerby 

— 

;  324 

8c 

276 

Orfton 

1702 

1 737 

327 

61 

,  241 

Sutton  cum  Duckington 

■ - 

1661 

1715 

48l 

76 

326 

Brampton-Bryan 

— 

1721 

1761 

351 

53 

260 

Tinfley,  for  27  Years 

■ 

1693 

1738 

53 

33 

Owick 

— — — 

482 

37° 

Harthill 

— 

1586 

1738 

1964 

44S 

•54° 

65 

Great  Sheiford 

— — 

1747 

17S7 

148 

Acklam 

1683 

1725 

302 

■  193 

Bucknill,  Herefordlhire 

1721 

1762 

443 

64 

•  33i 

Increafe  16840 

Totals  57702I13791I40872I  Totals  78509I17240I60841 

Increafe  20756 

I 


Period  II.  of  Clafs  I. 


.  \ 

Period  II.  of  Clafs  II. 


Great  Shefford,  Berks  from  1747 

Collingham  by  Wetherby  1721 

Walton  by  Tadcafter  I752 

Sutton  in  Afhfield  I73I 

Hoy  land  on  the  Hill  1700 

Cawthorn  I7°4 

Hambleton  and  Lyndon  1 5^° 

Wortley  l677 

Dewfbury  *735 

Thornhill  l7  43 

Kirkheaton  *  7°6 

Kirkburton  1 749 

Winftre,  for  14  Years 
Cumberworth,  for  80  Years  — — 

Acklam,  for  55  Years  - 

Milfon,  for  144  Years  - 

Clown  l7  4° 

Kirkby-Irlet  *664 

Pleafley  *644 

Whifton  1654 

Todwick  .  1673 

Steinton  *55^ 

Firbeck  *7  21 

Fairfield,  or  Buxton  1 7°8 

Newbottle  1650 

Aynhoe  1  &5  3 

Almondbury,  for  20  late  Years 
Stokerfton  Regifter  being  )  __ _ — 
defe&ive,  entire  Number  J 

Ealand 

Thorp- Arch 

j  4  fmall  Parilhes,  in  a  Se¬ 
ries  of  late  Years,  from  8 
to  20  apiece,  7  of  the  Pa¬ 
rities 


to  1757 
1764 
1763 
1763 

1762 

1763 
1693 
1762 
1762 

1 761 

1762 
1762 


from  |  7II 


1762 
1 73  8 
1 739 
1 7  3  7 
x734 
*738 
1746 

1 735 
1 73  7 
1 738 


1 579 
1762 


Totals 


Increafe  1  ;o86 


Born 

Mar. 

Buried 

148 

— 

65 

Afhover  from 

396 

76 

216 

S.  LufFenham 

55 

20 

Batton 

1 526 

288 

800 

Raven  fie  Id 

!564 

31 2 

975 

Weatherflake 

1189 

294 

866 

Hickleton 

562 

1 28 

356 

Rinmore 

i653 

1113 

Althucknell 

4022 

944 

2171 

Hemfworth 

817 

1 1 1 

523 

Langworth-Bafiet 

4022 

1038 

2383 

Almftree 

2158 

479 

1  *39 

Wath 

580 

77 

394 

Badfworth 

629 

1  *3 

385 

Sandall 

41 7 

99 

27l 

Coulton 

506 

91 

363 

Pennington 

213 

25 

1 74 

Harts 

1 595 

"95 

Elton,  in  3  Years 

956 

183 

657 

Burrington,  Her. 

1247 

•  21 7 

83I 

268 

60 

170 

Increafe  2393 

633 

*74 

472 

1 34 

36 

94 

508 

IOl 

•  v  377 

533 

200 

375 

964 

100 

698 

4807 

1269 

2909 

. 

285 

80 

*93 

1765 

1003 

• 

3547 

35° 

i«35 

224 

1408 

hi 

» 

1024 

39457 

6495124271 

1 700 
1682 
1664 

1 563 

1671 

169; 

1660 

1662 

1685 

1686 
1721 
1673 
1645 
*653 
1660 
1633 
I67O 


Born’  Mar. 


to  1734 

1 74° 

1742 

I731 
1 7  37 

1 737 
1740 

1 7  39 

1738 
1738 
1761 

>734 

'73* 

'737 

'739 

1738 

1738 


>1722  1762 


1254 

813 

400 

425 

392 

■172 

347 

774 

766 

*93 

666 

1716 
1030 
327 
1  320 
490 
1182 
68 
257 


x99 

*59 

85 

96 
1 24 

55 

81 

220 

*73 

38 

1 12 
488 


18 

65 


Totals  1 2592]  191 3 


Buried 

992 

642 

31 3 

3Z9 

306 

1 34 
267 

;96 

619 

131 

5*4 

!525 

867 

290 

1070 

39° 

967 

57 

190 

IOI99 


.  o* 


x  2 


'n 


v 


Clafs  III.  Period  II.  only. 


Clafs  IV.  Period  II.  only. 


Born 

Mar. 

Buried 

Wil  burton  from 

Born 

Mar. 

Buried 

Bon  fa  11  from 

1  700  to 

173  i 

84,- 

1 74 

788 

1  700  to 

1734 

3  5c 

103 

3  56 

Cakleton 

1 603 

1 745 

2368 

— 

2028 

Cromwell 

1650 

*7  34 

4°  7 

174 

47  2 

Elkfley,  for  i  z  Years 

23 

■  5 

83 

Barnby-Willows 

I7'9 

1736 

6  5 

44 

79 

Kirby-Theward,  for  67  Years  before 

1 738 

S°3 

1 1 8 

457 

3  Fen  Parifhes,  for  8  Years 

281 

84 

283 

Kinakon 

1703 

1 737 

205 

I  IC 

203 

Horndon,  Eflex,  for  1  2  Years 

108 

24 

158 

Wellham 

1 695 

W37 

86 

75 

79 

Littleport,  Ely,  for  60  Years 

1890 

4°4 

1962 

Langton 

1661 

1 7  3  7 

970 

287 

859 

Mucking,  Effex,  for  1  2  Years 

62 

9 

1 19 

Sutton 

1697 

1 73  7 

537 

93 

455 

Hawkfworth  from 

1659  to  1735 

351 

1 1 5 

370 

N.  Collingham 

1641 

1737 

679 

162 

6;. 

Screaton 

1652 

1735 

399 

92 

440 

Thorp  Salvin 

1 67  3 

*737 

28 1 

57 

274 

Egg-Buckland 

i653 

174° 

9Z3 

343 

1028 

Wales 

1 700 

1 7  3  7 

265 

25 

233 

Aveton-Giffard 

1660 

1740 

H°4 

356 

H25 

Thornfcore,  for  62  late  Years 

216 

7[ 

I84 

Bickleigh 

1677 

1740 

438 

1 37 

408 

Streatham 

1660 

1 734 

1625 

— 

I  508 

Rothbury 

i659 

*737 

511 3 

602 

3185 

3  Heath  Towns,  for  8  late  Years 

258 

1 10 

2  24 

Oddingham 

1654 

W38 

1 202 

— - 

1 208 

Carfington,  in  22  Years 

- - 

■  — 

120 

58 

1 1 8 

Orfet,  Eflex,  for  1 2  Years 

186 

— 

255 

Rawmarlh 

1653 

1734 

1 104 

3°7 

950 

Wrangle,  for  40  Years 

820 

— 

852 

Long  Prefton 

171 2 

1 73  7 

7 11 

*  56 

637 

Leak 

i694 

1 734 

1062 

— 

1 178 

Cathorp,  for  70  Years 

237 

70 

205 

St.  Mary’s,  Warw. 

1732 

1763 

2530 

1 1 39 

2762 

Chilmerton 

1657 

1720 

7i3 

124 

687 

Totals 

l75QiU72di8<T40 

Taxall 

Alhford 

1685 

1623 

1740 

929 

850 

1 66 

917 

825 

Decreafe  949 

1 720 

192 

Whitwell 

1653 

1739 

839 

132 

7°5 

Heath 

1654 

1 739 

671 

109 

559 

Cuckney 

1642 

1 739 

i53* 

492 

1451 

Oufby 

1663 

1727 

41 8 

126 

345 

Horninghold 

1661 

1721 

3n 

77 

259 

Stony  Middleton 

1715 

1 73  5 

297 

5° 

226 

Peak  Foreft 

1728 

1740 

190 

130 

*54 

Taddington 

1714 

1 734 

263 

18 

257 

Linnington 

1654 

1 73  4 

1 76 

36 

1 61 

— .  •  . 

Great  and  Little  Horroroden 

for  60  Years 

171 

- 

168 

Upminfter,  for  100  Years 

1685 

1738 

1384 

I257 

Wharam-Piercy 

194 

1 39 

«  * 

S.  Collingham 

>558 

4737 

2502 

624 

2421 

St.  Nicholas,  Warwickflrire 

1  620 

1763 

1929 

448 

1920 

Hooton-Pagnal 

165O 

1738 

763 

— 

7°3 

Totals  25224)4602 

1 2 3090 

Increafe  2134 

1 

Longfton  from  1639  to 

17371  324°1  9°6!  3<=6f 

- 

* 

[  *6r  ] 

«•» 

Juft  as  the  lajl  Sheet  of  my  Comparative  Hifto  ry  was  printing  oj}\  Pueli- 
cola’x  Letters  appeared  in  the  London  Papers ,  the  moft  judicious y  Jea- 
Jonable ,  and  neceftary  at  the  prej'ent  diftrejjing  Juncture  y  of  any  Thing  we 
have  had  lately,  from  the  P refs ;  and  as  They  are  of  the  moft  extenfive  Na¬ 
ture ,  writ  with  the  prof oundejl  Judgment y  convincing  and  perfuajive  Ar¬ 
guments,  and  give  the  clear  ejl  Caujes  and  proper  eft  Cure  for  our  prefent 
moft  prejjing  Evils ,  I  thought  it  a  great  Lofts  to  the  prefent  and  future 
Agesy  that  they  ftoould  only  be  infer  ted  in  a  News  Paper ,  to  be  thrown 
ajide  and  forgotten  after  a  Days  Perufal,  or  printed  in  a  Pamphlet , 
which  is  only  a  Month’ s  Life :  I  have  thereforey  by  the  ingenious  Author  s 
Confenty  inferted  them  at  the  End  of  this  Worky  there  to  be  preferved  to 
Futurity ;  and  tho  the  Printing  and  Paper  are  an  additional  Expence  to 
mey  yet  I  hereby  promife P that  the  Subfcribers  to  this  Work  JJjall  not  be 
charged  on  that  Account  above  the  Price  fixed  in  the  Propofalsy  as  I  could 
not  in  Juftice  omit  fever al  of  them ,  which  have  fo  clofe  a  Connexion  with 
fome  Pai-ts  of  the  above  Work . 

PUBLICO  LA’s  LETTERS, 

TAKEN  FROM 

The  PUBLICK  LEDGER  and  GENERAL  EVENING-POST. 

Floreant  gratae  populo  favente 

Literce  plaufiy  refonentque  late 

Hoc  et  in  fechy  vigeantque  dignce  Laude  futuro. 

LETTER  I. 

THE  unhappy  Effects  of  Slavery,  be  it  of  what  Kind  foever,  are  but 
too  obvious  in  all  Countries  into  which  it  has  become  introduced, 
of  which  none  can  be  more  fatal,  and  at  the  fame  Time  more  obvious, 
than  its  Tendency  to  introduce  Wretchednefs,  and  therewith  Delperation. 

People  abhor  Tyranny,  as  they  refift  Oppreffion,  from  an  Impulfe  of 
Nature,  implanted  by  the  Hand  of  God  ;  from  which  no  Idea  of  divine 
Rights,  however  carefully  inculcated,  no  allowed  Sacrednefs  of  Character 
or  Pci  ion,  nor  any  Awe  of  Authority  made  more  folemn  by  the  Parade  of 
Splendor,  or  Infigm  of  Power,  will  be  able  to  reftrain  them;  for  when 
the  Perfecutions  oi  one,  or  the  Preflures  of  the  other,  become  intolerable, 
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thofe  who  experience  them  will  feek  for  fucli  Remedies  as  are  obtainable, 
in  their  own  Defence.  Reprefentations,  if  to  be  hazarded,  are  then  feldom 
found  of  Efficacy,  and  therefore  defperate  Meafures  are  generally  thought 
preferable,  and  luited  to  Caufes  of  Provocation,  or  the  Genius  of  thofe. to 
whom  it  is  given:  If  in  the  Caufe  of  Rights  and  Liberty,  then  it  will 
•occafion  Refinance,  and  perhaps,  in  the  End,  Revolution,,  as  has,  in  an- 
tient  Times,  been  the  Cafe  in  all  Countries  of  Freedom,  be  the  Degree 
pofiefied  what  it  might,  and  of  later  Ages  in  the  Low  Countries ,  Portuga/, 
this  Kingdom,  and  at  prefen t  in  Corfica ,  and  towards  which  there  have 
likewife  been  Attempts  in  other  Countries. 

In  thofe  Nations  where  Defpotifm  has  become  eftablifhed,  there  are 
four  Caufes  of  fuch  extraordinary  Effects ;  which  are,  extreme  Severity, 
fudden  Terror  from  without,  occafioned  by  internal  Mifmanagement, 
Hunger,  and  Religion ;  all  of  which  frequdntly  occafion  fudden  Infurrec- 
tions,  fometimes  violent  Revolutions,  and  the  flower  Operation  is  Defec¬ 
tion.  The  two  former  of  thefe  Effedts  have  been  experienced  often  in 
T urky.  Barbary,  and  Rujfia ,  as  in  Spain  it  lately  was,  and  in  Portugal  may 
be  expected ;  as  at  one  Time  or  another,  from  the  prefent  pernicious  Syf- 
tem  of  that  evil  Government,  it  muft  afluredly  and  effectually  happen. 

The  third  EffeCt,  which  I  have  mentioned,  is  continually  and  ftrongly 
operating  in  Germany ,  France ,  fome  Parts  of  Italy ,  Greece ,  and  I  wifh  I 
could  not  likewife  add,  to  a  Degree  that  fliould  be  alarming,  in  the  whole 
of  the  Britijh  European  Dominions. 

Experienced  Want  and  Apprehenfion  of  Injuries  will  either,  and  moft 
powerfully  together,  prompt  People  to  hazard  any  Experiment,  from 
Hopes  of  Change  for  the  better.  Hence  do  we  fee  the  miferable  Natives 
of  Germany ,  that  Region  of  Tyranny  and  Oppreffion,  emigrating  in  Shoals 
to  whatever  Country  will  receive  them.  Of  this  Difpofition  in  them, 
from  Provocation  at  home,  we  have  a  late  ftriking  Inftance  in  the  public 
Accounts  from  PuJJia ,  where,  we  are  told,  fuch  Numbers  of  Germans  had 
arrived,  in  Confequence  of  the  Invitation  thereto  given  fome  Time  ago  by 
the  Czarina ,  that  even  a  contagious  Diftemper,  which  alarms  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  has  broke  out  among  the  feveral  Thoufands  that  have  been  aflem- 
bled  at  Orangeboom ,  in  order  to  their  being  diftributed,  in  Colonies,  upon 
the  immenfe  Tracks  of  wafte  Land  in  that  vafl:  and  favage  Empire. 

Prefled  by  Wants,  and  galled  by  Injuries,  as  thefe  unhappy  and  ignorant 
People  were  in  their  own  Country,  they  readily  accepted  any  Invitation  to 
another,  in  the  Hope  that  any  Change  might  prove  for  the  better,  for  they 
thought  none  could  be  for  the  worfe ;  not  adverting  to  the  Caufes  of  a 
Want  of  Population  in  Rujfia ,  which  are  no  other  than  Regal  and  Arifto- 
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cratical  Defpotifm,  and  almoft  an  entire  Want  of  national  Civilization;  for 
there  the  Inhabitants  of  Lands  are  all  perfonal  Slaves  to  their  Lords,  and 
as  much  his  Property  as  Cattle,  as  all  are  to  the  Sovereign;  which  double 
Kind  of  Thraldom  makes  Barbarifm  infurmountable,  and  therefore  Pro- 
l'perity.  Security,  or  Happinefs  could  be  little  hoped  for  in  that  Country. 

This  Readinefs,  however,  to  embrace  any  Opportunity  for  Change, 
ferves  evidently  to  fhew,  how  extreme  the  Wretchednefs  muft  be  of  their 
original  Condition.  But  I  believe  my  Authority  can  be  relied  on  for  ftill 
a  more  demonftrative  Proof  of  this  Senfe  of  Wretchednefs  in  the  lower 
Order  of  Germans ,  which  was,  that  the  poor  Emigrants  from  that  Coun¬ 
try,  who  had  two  Years  ago  become  abandoned  in  this,  by  thofe  who  had 
tempted  them  from  home,  and  were  here  by  public  Contributions  relieved, 
fent  to  America ,  and  fettled  in  South-Car  olina,  were  hardly  planted  in  their 
American  Townfhips,  before  they  wrote  preffing  Letters  to  their  Rela¬ 
tions  and  Friends  in  Germany  to  difpofe  of  what  Property  they  had,  and 
embark  with  the  Produce  of  it,  in  order  to  partake  in  America  of  Bleffings 
and  Felicities  to  which  they  were  Strangers  at  home :  And  I  moft  hear¬ 
tily  wifti  I  could  have  Reafon  to  doubt  of  the  great  Frequency  of  like  In¬ 
vitations  being  fent  to  the  Inhabitants  of  thefe  Kingdoms,  to  the  produ¬ 
cing  of  what  fhould  be  confidered  as  moft  unhappy  Effects,  occafioned  by 
Caufes  truly  lamentable  at  home ;  which  Caufes  have  been  furnifhed  by 
an  unhappily  miftaken  Policy  adopted  by  thofe  of  the  Landed  Intereft, 
and  of  which  they  wanted  the  Penetration  to  forefee  the  Effedts  that  were 
natural  to  be  produced. 

Thefe  firft  Effedts  of  Slavery  and  Wretchednefs  in  a  People,  be  the 
Caufes  of  them  in  whom  they  may,  I  have  {hewn  to  be  natural  and  fure, 
by  the  Examples  which  I  have  produced ;  and  as  I  addrefs  myfelf  not  to 
the  Paffions,  but  the  Reafon  and  Experience  of  Men,  nor  in  the  Caufe  of 
any  felf-interefted  Party,  all  of  which  are  baneful  in  their  Operations,  I 
hope  for  the  moft  ferious  Attention  of  fny  Readers,  to  a  Series  of  Letters 
which  I  fhall  write  and  publilh,  on  a  Principle  of  genuine  Patriotifm,  and 
Good-will  to  my  Country, 
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LETTER  II. 

—  . . . . The  uhiverfal  Caufe 

Afls  not  by  partial ,  but  by  geriral  Laws .  4  Pope. 

T  7E  need  not  attribute  to  the  extraordinary  Interpofitions  of  Divine 
VV  Providence,  what  are  fo  obvioufly  to  be  traced  out  as  the  natural 
Effects  of  human  Caufes,  when  they  happen  to  arife  in  the  Courfe  of 
either  private  or  public  Affairs ;  and  therefore  all  national  Events  are,  as 
they  may  happen  to  prove,  to  be  attributed  to  the  Wifdom  or  Weaknefs 
of  a  People,  or  of  thofe  who  are  entrufted  with  the  Government  of  them. 
This  Rule  of  judging,  however,  is  not  to  be  applied  to  particular  Matters 
with  which  Accident  can  interfere ;  but  it  may  be  fo,  with  Certainty,  to 
the  framing  and  profecuting  Syftems  of  Policy. 

The  Syftem  of  Colonizing  is  natural  to  trading  States,  on  a  Principle 
of  Intereft,  which  influences  all ;  but  then  Difcretion  therein  is  as  needful 
as  in  every  Thing  elfe.  Independence  is  an  Advantage  to  which  all  Com¬ 
munities  as  well  as  Individuals  will  naturally  afpire ;  and  therefore  it  mult 
always  be  imprudent  in  the  fuperior  State,  to  contribute  fo  far  to  the 
ftrengthening  of  the  inferior,  as  to  raife  it  to  a  Superiority  or  Equality  in 
Power;  becaufe  in  the  latter  Cafe  it  will  become  impatient  of  Subordina¬ 
tion,  and  in  the  former  it  will  caft  it  off;  for  Gratitude,  or  even  Attach¬ 
ment  of  any  Kind,  will  never  operate  in  general  Communities  to  the  Pre¬ 
judice  of  their  own  Interefts. 

On  thefe  Principles  of  judging,  and  they  certainly  may  be  pronounced 
fure  ones,  it  cannot  be  deemed  good  Policy  in  Great-Britain  to  endeavour 
at  accelerating  the  Population  of  her  continental  Colonies  in  general,  even 
at  the  Expence  in  People  of  other  States,  and  much  lefs  at  her  own.  Where 
there  are  immenfe  Quantities  of  uncultivated  Lands,  great  Stimulations  to 
Induftry,  and  no  Temptations,  from  Luxury  or  Difficulties,  to  the  Prefe¬ 
rence  of  a  State  of  Celibacy,  Population  will  naturally  increafe  at  a  very 
rapid  Rate,  as  we  find  it  actually  does  on  the  Continent  of  North- Ame¬ 
rica,  where  they  double  their  Numbers  by  Propagation  in  little  more  than 
twenty  Years ;  which  is  furely  an  Increafe  fwift  enough  for  our  Intereft 
and  Security,  whofe  Influence  there  muft  decline  in  Proportion  as  their 
Population  augments. 

It  fhould  therefore  be  our  Policy  to  let  them  go  on  increafirjg  from  their 
own  Numbers,  without  exterior  Aids  therein,  which  we  ought  rather  to 
obftrudt  than  encourage ;  while  by  all  Means  we  fhould  endeavour  to  in¬ 
creafe 
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creafe  our  Stock  of  People  at  home,  from  this  indifputable  Maxim  in  Po¬ 
licy,  that  in  Proportion  to  the  Numbers  of  ufeful  Subjects,  will  be  the 
Strength  and  Riches  of  a  State . 

There  are  North- Americans  who  eftimate  the  Number  of  People  on, 
that  Continent  to  be  four  Millions ;  and  they  all  allow  they  double  their 
Numbers  by  Procreation,  at  fartheft,  in  every  five-and-twenty  Years;  but 
if  we  fuppofe  the  Number  of  white  Inhabitants  to  be  no  more  than  two 
Millions,  they  will  then,  by  natural  Increafe,  become  four  Millions  in 
twenty-five  Years,  eight  Millions  in  fifty  Years,  fixteen  Millions  in 
feventy-£ve  Years,  and  thirty-two  Millions  in  an  hundred  Years;  but  if 
they  have  four  Millions  now,  then  in  an  hundred  Years  their  Increafe  of 
Numbers  will  be  to  fixty-four  Millions :  And  what  then  will  become  of 
our  Awe  and  Power  over  them,  tho’  we  had  Stamp  and  every  other  Kind 
of  Taxes  eftablifhed  there,  and,  with  Herds  of  Revenue  Officers,  an  Army 
of  an  hundred  thoufand  native  Britons  ?  Alas !  Hundreds  of  fuch  Inftru- 
ments  will  not  be  ablev  to  controul,  by  Force,  Millions  of  Men,  whofe 
Hearts  glow  with  the  Flame  of  Liberty ;  and  therefore,  notwithftanding 
all  that  our  ariftocratic  or  factious  Politicians  afFedt  to  fay  about  the  Sur¬ 
render  of  Authority  over  the  Colonies,  it  cannot  be  by  mere  Power,  or 
otherwife  than  by  the  wifeft  and  moft  conciliating  Policy,  that  we  can  poffi- 
bly  long  keep  them  in  a  State  of  Dependency.  Our  right  Scheme  then  muft 
be  to  reconcile  Interefts,  and  make  it  theirs  to  adhere  to  us ;  and,  in  Ma¬ 
turity  of  Time,  to  let  the  Tie  of  Dependency  refolve  gradually,  as  it  natu¬ 
rally  will,  and  willingly  as  it  may  be  made  to  do,  into  that  only  of  Kindred 
Affedtion  and  grateful  Good-will;  when  as  mere  Friends  they  will  become 
more  ufeful  to  us  than  they  now  are  as  Dependents,  from  the  immenfe 
Extent  of  their  Numbers. 

With  their  natural  Increafe  of  Population  our  Advantages  may  be  made, 
by  good  Management,  to  keep  Pace.  Every  Man  muft  naturally  wifh  to 
acquire  Land  Property,  and  when  he  has  it  to  improve  it ;  therefore,  with 
the  Immenfity  that  there  is  of  ungranted  and  unoccupied  Land  on  that 
Continent,  Ages  may  be  made  to  pafs  off  with  extending  a  fcattered  Po¬ 
pulation  in  moft  or  all  of  the  Colonies,  whofe  Purfuits  will  chiefly  be  in 
Agriculture,  and  what  may  be  immediately  confequent  thereof,  Diftille- 
ries,  &c.  which  with  their  Fifheries  and  Mineral  Purfuits,  all  of  which 
cannot  materially  interfere  with  our  national  Trade,  and  many  of  them 
may  be  made  greatly  ferviceable  to  it ;  I  fay,  with  a  right  Attention,  this 
•  Kingdom  may  keep  the  Americans ,  with  their  natural  Increafe  of  People, 
in  a  fcattered  State  for  Ages,  and  every  way  highly  contributive  to  its  own 
Power  and  Profperity :  But  it  cannot  be  for  our  Intereft  to  aid  their  Po- 
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pulation  by  S applies  from  other  Countries,  and  it  muft  be  deftruClive  to 
us  to  do  it  from  our  own,  becaufe  either  of  them  will  be  haftening  them 
into  the  very  State  of  Population  which  will  be  moft  dangerous  to  our- 
felves,  that  of  peopling  large  Towns  and  Cities,  which  muft  introduce  all 
Kinds  of  Manufacturing  ;  fo  that  fupplying  them  with  Artifts  from  other 
Countries  to  fupplant  us,  and  from  thefe  Dominions,  politically,  it  may 
be  faid,  to  cut  our  own  Throats,  or  for  draining  our  political  Body  into  a 
Confumption,  in  order  to  make  theirs  fo  full  and  vigorous  as  to  get  the 
Power  over  our  own,  ought  to  be  confidered  as  a  political  Phrenzy. 

The  Sum  of  our  national  Policy  then  is,  with  refpeCt  ta  the  Continent 
Colonifts,  to  encourage  their  Agriculture,  Fifheries,  Mineral  Works,  and 
every  Branch  of  Trade  dependent  thereon,  except  Manufacturing,  how¬ 
ever  not  with  regard  to  Diftilleries ;  but  by  no  Means  to  aid  their  Popu¬ 
lation  from  other  Countries,  becaufe  it  is  now  become  unneceffary;  nor 
from  our  own,  becaufe  pernicious  to  ourfelves,  fo  as  >to  drain  our  Country 
of  its  Natives ,  or  to  draw  too  fpeedy  and  great  a  Kef  or  t  of  Foreigners ,  both 
which  may  be  hurtful  to  us ;  and  at  the  fame  Time  to  ufe  every  Means  at  home 
for  leflening  our  Debts  and  Taxes,  extending  our  national  Population  by 
the  Improvement  of  Lands,  the  Encouragement  of  Arts,  Inereafe  of  Ma¬ 
nufactures,  and  the  beft  Corrections  of  our  politicalSyftems,  as  well  a  & 
of  our  national  Police*  in  order  to  enable  us  to  reap  every  commercial 
Advantage  from  the  increafed  Numbers  of  America,  and  to  extend  every 
other  beneficial  Branch  of  our  Trade  by  the  only  poffible  Means,  which  i$ 
that  of  Accommodation  in  Prices,  from  cheap  Living  and  Labour. 
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I  Have  endeavoured  to  £hew,  that  Population  may  become  increafed  too 
faft  for  our  Intereft  on  the  Continent  of  America,  but  which  never  can 
be  the  Cafe  in  Great- Britain.  •  * 

The  Symptoms  of  a  decayed  Conftitution  are  Luxury,  Profligacy,  and 
Corruption;  thofe  of  a  declining  State  are  oppreffive  Taxes,  the  Prevalence 
of  partial  Interefts,  factious  Confederacies,  enormous  Species  of  Rapacities, 
a  Confufion  of  Order,  a  defective  Police,  and  a  Diminution  of  Numbers. 

How  far,  on  either  Point,  fuch  is  become  our  Cafe,  I  fhall  leave  others 
to  decide.  But  I  will  venture  to  afiert,  that  inftead  of  being  felicitous  to 
people  America  in  Hafte,  it  fhould  be  our  ceafelefs  Endeavour  to  cultivate 
or  improve  every  wafte  Spot  of  Ground  in  this  Ifland,  and,  by  affording 
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the  greateft  Scope  and  Encouragement  to  honeft  Induftry  and  ufeful  Arts, 
to  extend  home  Population  to  the  utmoft  Degree  poffible,  becaufe  therein 
lies  the  only  Source  of  all  Riches  and  Power. 

-  No  Man,  who  is  not  curft  with  invincible  Ignorance,  will  pretend  at- 
this  Time  to  fuppofe  that  Trade  is  not  the  Angle  Source  of  abundant  Popu¬ 
lation,  on  which  all  national  Great nefs  depends ;  and  this  being  generally 
allowed,  as  is  really  the  Cafe,  it  ihould  follow  to  be  deemed  infufferablc. 
for  any  partial  Interefts  to  obftruCt  what  is  for  general  Good :  But  it  is! 
the  Caufe  of  ftill  more  warrantable  Indignation,  if  this  fliould  be  done  too 
in  Favour  of  In  ter  efts  that  are  miftaken.  Yet  fuch  is  the  Cafe  with  regard 
to  any  Meafures  that  contribute  to  the  making  of  Provisions  dear,  on  the 
View  of  increafing  private  Incomes,  and  the  nominal  Values  of  Eftates 
for  no  Augmentation  of  Income  will  enrich  a  Man,  if  the  Means  of 
making  it,  at  the  fame  Time,  more  than  proportionally  ferve  to  increafe 
neceffarv  Expences,  which  is  actually  the  Cafe  with  regard  to  the  higher 
Prices  of  Provifions  occafioned  by  the  uniting  of  Farms,  and  the  Bounties 
on  exported  Corn ;  for  Landlords  do  not  only  pay  more  for  what  Provi¬ 
fions  they  confume  in  their  own  Families,  but  alfo  higher  Prices  for  every 
Thing  elfe,  as  Profits  and  the  Pay  of  Labour  of  all  Kinds  muft  and  will  be 
proportioned  to  the  Prices  of  Provifions,  or  Means  of  Subfiftence ;  and 
therefore  thofe  of  the  Landed  Intereft  reap  even  lefs  than  ideal  Advan* 
tages  from  what  is  really  undermining  the  great  Interefts  of  the  State. 

Affluence  will  every  where  lefs  confifi:  in  what  Lands  lett  for,  than  in 
what  Money  will  procure ;  fo  that  if  a  thoufand  Pounds  a  Year  will  go 
farther  in  fotne  Circumftances  of  Things  than  two  thoufand  will  go  in 
others,  the  former  of  Courfe  will  make  the  more  affluent  Condition. 
This  is  actually  the  Cafe  of  the  Landed  Gentlemen  at  prefent,  who  do  not 
in  general  find  their  Incomes  go  farther  than  heretofore,  from  the  aug¬ 
mented  Prices  of  every  Thing,  in  Confequence  of  the  dear  Means  of 
Living,  and  the  increafing  Poor’s  Rates,  from  the  ipreading  Miferies  which 
are  fo  created,  while  the  State  is  greatly  injured  by  the  Diminutions  of 
Trade  and  People,  from  our  fupplying  rival  Nations  with  Bread  and  Beer 
cheaper  than  they  can  be  eat  and  drank  by  our  own  Workmen,  which 
make  fuch  an  Increafe  of  Wages  neceffary,  as  caufes  a  Decreafe  of  our 
Trade  in  exported  Manufactures,  by  far  the  molt  profitable,  and  of  Courfe 
moft  ufeful  to  the  State ;  while  the  only  Kinds  of  People  who  are  really 
benefited  by  this  fatally  wrong  Policy,  are  thofe  whofe  Skill  and  Property 
are  alike  employed  to  the  greateft  Injury  of  their  Country,  fuch  as  hoard¬ 
ing  and  monopolizing  Farmers,  engroffing  Jobbers  and  Dealers  of  vari¬ 
ous  Denominations,  down  to  Carcafs-Butchers,  Salefmen,  Foreftallers, 
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Regrators,  and  all  London  Dealers  in  every  Species  of  Provifions,  even  to 
the  Sellers  of  Bacon,  Butter,  and  Eggs ;  all  of  them  People  whofe  Profits 
are  now  made  the  moft  exorbitant ;  though,  by  the  Order  in  which  they 
rank  in  the  Community,  and  for  the  Good  of  the  State,  they  ought  to  be 
kept  in  the  moft  moderate  Degrees,  being  all  of  them  circumfcribed  in 
almoft  every  other  State,  and  antiently  were  in  this,  as  we  fee  by  the  Re¬ 
mains  of  eluded  Regulations  with  refpeft  to  Millers  and  Bakers,  whofe 
Allowances  for  Labour  are  exprefly  prefcribed  by  Statutes. 

What,  it  may  be  well  afked,  has  the  Public  at  large  been  benefited  by 
all  the  Improvements  that  have  been  making,  from  the  Revolution  to  this 
Hour,  in  Lands,  Agriculture,  Pafturage,  and,  in  fhort,  every  Thing  that 
regards  the  Subfiftence  of  the  Public?  fince  during  that  Period  of  Time, 
and  more  efpecially  within  the  laft  twenty  Years,  in  which  the  Numbers 
of  national  Inhabitants  have  been  thought  greatly  on  the  Decline,  the 
Prices  of  all  Provifions  have  been  increafing,  Bread  excepted,  for  fome 
Time  paft,  but  now  even  That  is  become  on  a  Footing  with  the  reft;  I 
fay,  of  what  Avail  to  the  national  Community  have  all  new  Difcoveries 
and  Improvements  been  ?  Yet  we  have  been  continually  hearing  of  the 
Blefiings  that  from  Time  to  Time  they  were  to  produce,  which  however 
have  produced  fuch  but  in  Idea  to  Landlords,  though  folidly  great  to  the 
whole  Train  of  worthy  Wights  who  are  mentioned  above. 

Where  can  be  the  Juftice  or  Policy  of  limiting  the  Wages  or  Earnings  of 
Workmen  of  every  Kind,  who  may,  with  Propriety,  be  confidered  as  the 
very  Pillars  of  the  State,  while  the  Rates  of  Provifions  are  unregulated,  by 
which  they  are  to  fubfift?  Honour  as  well  as  good  Policy  requires  the 
latter  ftiould  be  proportioned  to  the  former,  and  that  Bounds  therein 
fliould  be  prefcribed,  on  no  Pretence  to  be  exceeded.  Are  the  moft  ufeful 
People  lefs  deferving  of  Care  than  ferviceable  Cattle  ?  And  no  Man  is  lb 
unreafonable  as  to  require  Labour  from  the  latter,  without  their  being 
well  fed  and  taken  Care  of.  Strange  then  it  muft  appear,  that  wo  fhould 
think  of  treating  our  neceflitous  Fellow- Creatures  worfe  than  we  ever 
think  of  treating  Brutes.  None  of  thofe  Dealers  have  the  intrinfic  Merit 
of  Workmen,  becaufe  they  do  not  add  to  the  national  Stock  of  Wealthy 
nor  do  they  fpring  from,  or  move  in,  a  fuperior  Order  of  Life :  Why  then 
are  the  latter  to  toil  under  Reftraint,  and  the  former  to  aft  without  any  in 
their  Dealings  ? 

This  is  a  Topic  fo  copious  as  to  require  farther  Difcuflion*  and  therefore 
I  (hall  continue  it  in  my  following  Letter. 

PUBLICO  LA., 
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LETTER  IV. 

THE  very  Bafis  of  the  moft  valuable  of  all  Commerce,  that  of  export¬ 
ed  national  Manufactures,  is  unqueftionably  the  cheap  Means  of 
Living.  Where  there  is  no  Want  of  Workmen,  Labour  can  never  bear 
more  than  its  natural  Price,  and  the  natural  Prices  muft  be  every  where 
what  will  procure  a  Subfiftence  fuitable  to  the  Conditions  of  Men.  With 
cheap  Provifions,  therefore.  Labour  may  eafily  be  kept  at  low  Rates;  but 
where  the  former  are  dear,  the  latter  muft  be  proportionable ;  and  as  the 
Rates  of  Labour,  above  all  Things,  affeCt  the  Prices  of  Manufactures, 
and  Accommodation  in  the  latter  being  the  only  Means  of  fecuring  them 
a  Preference  and  Sale  at  foreign  Markets,  it  muft  follow  to  be  pronoun¬ 
ced,  that  on  the  low  Prices  of  Provifions  all  fuch  Kinds  of  Traffic  will 
depend  as  are  the  great  Sources  of  Population,  Wealth,  and  Power  to  this 
Kingdom.  And  agreeable  to  this  Principle  is,  and  ever  hath  been,  the 
Policy  of  every  wife  Nation  upon  Earth,  elpecially  trading  ones;  nay, 
where  they  are  not  Commercial,  but  Military  States,  it  ever  has  been, 
and  muft  be  confidered  as  the  firft  indifpenfible  Duty  of  Government, 
(and  the  NegleCt  of  it  is  always  dangerous)  to  fecure  Supplies  of  Provi¬ 
sions  to  the  People  at  Prices  that  are  fuited  to  their  Circumftances ;  for 
the  unalienable  Dues  of  good  Subjects  muft  be  every  where  the  fit  Means 
for  fubfifting,  which  Government  fhould  fecure  to  them. 

The  Dutch  are  faid  not  to  grow  Corn  enough  in  the  Year  for  feeding 
them  two  Months,  yet  they  fecure  to  themfelves  Plenty  at  cheap  Rates, 
by  entire  Freedom  in  the  Trade  of  Grain,  both  for  Import  and  Export ; 
and  the  Whole  of  their  own  little  Produce  is,  in  that  free  Traffic,  on  a 
Footing  with  the  reft.  They  buy  at  all  Markets  when  cheap,  and  fell 
again  when  it  can  be  done  to  Profit;  and  by  fuch  Means  even  fecure  their 
own  Supply  upon  moderate  Terms ;  fo  that  they  have  no  Alarms  of  ap¬ 
proaching  Want,  nor  really  experience  any;  while  their  Manufactures  all 
flouriffi,  and  their  Trade  goes  on  well,  in  a  regular  and  fecure  Way. 

In  all  other  Countries  that  we  know,  hear,  or  read  of,  there  is  no  one 
Jnftance  to  be  produced  of  a  Bounty  being  paid  on  the  Exportation  of 
native  Provifions :  And  furely  in  a  trading  and  manufacturing  State  it 
muft,  or  fhould,  be  thought  fuch  a  Solecifm  in  Politics,  as  can  only  dis¬ 
grace  the  Heads  of  fome  of  thofe  of  the  Englifh  Landed  Intereft ;  for  it 
is  actually  making  the  People  eventually  pay  an  enormous  Tax,  in  order 
to  introduce  every  Kind  of  Iniquity  in  all  Dealings  in  the  Neceflaries  of 
Life,  fo  as,  in  Conjunction  with  a  forced  Exportation,  to  make  them 
grievoufly  dear  for  home  Confumption,  and  deftruCtive  of  our  moft  valu¬ 
able  national  Trade.  In  this  Light  it  muft  appear  to  every  intelligent 
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and  impartial  Man;  and  therefore  how  foreign  Nations  do  therein  judge 
of  our  Political  and  Commercial  Skill  we  fhould  ferioufly  confider,  for 
they  certainly  will  not  inform  us,  while  they  are  reaping  fuch  Advantages 
from  our  Dupery  to  a  blind,  partial,  and  rniftaken  Intereft. 

It  might  be  highly  imprudent  in  the  North- Americans  to  lay  Duties  on 
fuch  Exportations,  becaufe  their  chief  Dependence  is  on  thofe  Articles  of 
Trade  :  But  thofe  Colonies  excepted,  it  may  be  difficult  to  find  any 
Country  but  our  own  that  does  not  lay  a  Duty  on  exported  Grain,  and 
many  lay  a  confiderable  one ;  nor  can  probably  another  be  produced  that 
admits  of  the  Exportation  of  Grain,  even  with  paying  Duties  thereon,  at 
any  Thing  near  the  Rates  to  which  we  grant  fo  excefiive  a  Bounty  for  that 
bad  Purpofe.  I  can  rely  on  my  Information,  and  the  Public  has  indeed 
had  it  before,  that  in  Sicily ,  which  is  the  great  Granary  of  the  South,  the 
Government,  which  is  abfolute,  and  receives  a  Duty  on  Exportation, 
never  admits  of  Wheat  being  fhipped  off.  Duty  and  all  Charges  in¬ 
cluded,  at  a  higher  Rate  than  what  anfwers  to  thirty-feven  Shillings  and 
Sixpence  the  Englijh  Quarter,  notwithftanding  the  Corn  of  that  Ifland  is 
intrinfically  worth  five-and-twenty  per  Cent .  more  than  the  bed:  Eng - 
lifh9  and  that  it  is  the  chief  Article  of  their  Trade,  Sicily  being  known  not 
to  be  a  manufacturing  Country  in  any  confiderable  Degree.  Similar  to 
thefe  are  the  Regulations  at  Naples ,  and  almoft  all  other  Corn  Countries ; 
none  of  which,  that  export  much,  are  greatly  concerned  in  Manufactu¬ 
ring  except  our  own,  wife  and  confiderate  England,  fo  extremely 
remarkable  for  a  Syftem  of  Policy,  in  this  important  Matter,  fo  diarne-* 
trically  oppofite  to  that  of  every  other  State,  and  fo  big  with  Mifchief  to 
itfelf,  from  the  mod:  ruinous  EffeCts. 

All  Minifters ,  all  Legijlators ,  are  called  upon  to  advert  to  thefe  Facts; 
as  all  Merchants  likewife  are  to  difprove  them,  if  they  are  erroneous; 
in  order  that  Truth  and  Policy  may  be  brought  to  the  cleared:  Tefts,  and 
this  Kingdom  delivered  from  the  word:  Evil  under  which  it  groans. 

Magna  Charta  has  been  long,  and  by  too  many,  thought  not  more 
the  Palladium  of  Engli/h  Lirerty,  than  the  Bounty  Act  the  Palla¬ 
dium  of  Englijlo  Plenty  and  Prosperity,  while  it  was  even  becoming 
the  Source  of  all  Wretchednefsy  the  Parent  of  all  Villany ,  and  the  fecret 
Underminer  to  Defruftiony  of  the  bed:  Branches  of  our  national  Trade. 

When  the  Bou%ty  Aft  was  madey  hand  was  not  fo  engrojfed  for  Pafture 
and.  Grazing ;  Agriculture  was  then  the  Source  of  the  Nation  s  Wealth . 
2.  All  Draughts  were  performed  by  Oxeny  and  not  Horfes ,  which  mujl  have 
Plenty  of  Corn .  3.  DiJlillationy  that  great  Wafe  of  Grain ,  was  not 
thought  of  then „ 
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Th  ere  is,  however,  one  more  Hackney  Plea  in  its  Favour,  which  I  fhall 
now  take  into  Confideration ;  and  that  is,  its  being  a  Means  of  favouring 
and  increafing  our  Mercantile  Navigation,  which  in  feme  Degree 
is  true,  but  not  to  the  Extent  that  is  alledged;  for  the  Nature  of  our 
Shipping  is  fuch,  as  to  command  a  Preference  in  this  Bufinefs  to  that  of 
every  other  Nation,  efpecially  for  long  Voyages,  as  is  experienced  in  the 
whole  Corn-Trade  of  the  Mediterranean  and  Levant ,  where  the  better 
•failing  and  fitting  of  our  Ships,  with  the  greater  Skill  and  Fidelity  of  the 
Mailers  and  Crews  of  them,  do  always  fecure  a  Preference,  even  at  a  con- 
fiderable  higher  Price  of  Freightage.  But  was  this  not  the  Cafe,  that 
Advantage  might  be  as  fully  fecured  here,  with  the  taking  off  the  Bounty, 
by  fufFering  it  to  be  freely  flipped  on  our  own  Veflels,  and  laying  a  Duty 
on  what  may  be  flipped  on  foreign  Bottoms. 

Having  thus  endeavoured  to  fet  this  important  Matter  in  a  true  Light, 
with  regard  to  the  People  in  general,  our  Trade,  and  the  State,  I  fhall 
more  fully  confider  how  far,  and  in  what  Ways,  the  Landed  Intereft  will 
be  affedted  by  the  Abolition  of  the  Bounty  in  my  next  Letter. 

PUBLICOLA. 
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LETTER  V. 

IF  the  Increafe  of  Expences  have  been  made  proportional  to  the  Increafe 
of  Income  to  thofe  of  the  Landed  Intereft,  not  only  in  the  higher  Prices 
of  Provifions  for  their  own  Confumption,  but  alfo  in  increafed  Poor’s  Rates 
every  where,  the  advanced  Prices  of  Labour  of  every  Kind,  and  the  ad¬ 
ditional  Profits  made  neceflary  to  all  Dealers  in  every  other  Article  of  Ex¬ 
penditure,  from  the  dearer  Rates  of  Neceflaries,  thefe  furely  might  be 
thought  fufficient  to  fliew,  that  Landlords  are  not  really  benefited  by  the 
Advance  of  their  Rents,  in  Confequence  of  the  high  Prices  of  Provifions. 

But  thefe  are  not  their  only  Objects  of  Confideration  in  this  Matter, 
the  moft  material  of  all  being  the  Proiperity  of  their  Country,  for  accord-- 
ing  thereto  the  Property  of  Individuals  will  improve  or  decay;  and  as  they 
have  at  leaf:  the  moft  local  of  all  Ties,  from  the  Nature  of  their  Property, 
it  fhould  be  thought  moft  their  Concern  to  fecure  the  Welfare  of  their 
Country.  They  are  beyond  all  the  Members  of  our  national  Communi¬ 
ty  interefted  in  the  Profperity  of  Commerce,  and  the  Extent  of  home  Po¬ 
pulation,  becaufe  this  is,  after  all  that  can  be  faid  on  the  Subject,  the  only 
fure  Market  they  can  have  for  their  Commodities,  from  the  new  and 
ftrong  Turn  in  Purfuits  that  Nations  may  take,  and  indeed  are  taking 

with 
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with  regard  to  Agriculture;  fo  that  they  are  not  to  form  general  Judg¬ 
ments  from  what  have  been  the  extraordinary  Effedts  of  unufal  Accidents 
in  the  South-Eaft  Parts  of  Europe  for  three  fucceflive  Years,  as  fuch  in  an 
equal  Degree  will  probably  not  happen  again  in  the  Duration  of  our  Lives. 
The  genuine  Value  of  their  Lands  will  always  be  proportional  to  the  De¬ 
grees  of  our  national  Population,  as  the  latter  will  be  to  the  State  of  our 
Manufactories.  No  Man  will  difpute,  could  a  flourifhing  Town  be  eredted 
on  every  great  Eftate  in  the  Kingdom,  if  the  Value  of  that  Eftate  would 
not  thereby  become  greatly  enhanced,  not  only  by  the  Ground-Rents  for 
Houfes,  which  muft  be  the  beft  Ufe  Lands  can  be  applied  to,  but  alfo  by 
the  more  beneficial  Ufes  than  ordinary  that  much  of  the  other  Land  would 
be  put  to  in  Confequence  thereof.  Befides.  The  Weight  of  Taxes  na¬ 
turally  become  diminifhed  to  Individuals  by  an  Augmentation  of  ufeful 
People,  and  the  Refources  of  Government,  which  are  of  great  Importance 
to  the  Landed  Intereft,  are  thereby  every  Way  increafed.  Thus  is  that  par¬ 
ticular  Intereft  more  connedted  than  any  other  with  the  great  general  In¬ 
tereft  of  the  Community,  which  is  to  increafe  Population ;  therefore  all 
Meafures  which  in  any  Mode  fo  operate  as  to  counter-adt  that  great  nati¬ 
onal  Purfuit,  muft  prove  more  prejudicial  to  the  Landed  than  to  any  other 
diftindt  Intereft  in  the  Kingdom ;  and  this  the  Bounty  on  exported  Corn 
infallibly  does,  by  affedting  our  Manufactories,  which  are  our  great  Sources 
of  Population ;  as  alfo  our  beft  Branches  of  Export%  which  are  the  true 
Sources  of  our  national  Wealth. 

Befides,  let  it  duly  be  confidered,  that  the  Proportion  of  Advantage  to 
the  Landed  Intereft  in  general  would  be,  of  appropriating  the  Bounty- 
Money  to  the  Redemption  of  Funds,  and  the  Annihilation  of  Taxes,  in 
which  Application  the  Benefits  of  it  would  however  be  general,  that  now 
are  at  beft  but  partial ;  for  Abundance  of  the  Lands  of  this  Kingdom  reap 
no  Advantage  from  the  Bounty ;  nor  probably  does  much,  if  any  of  it, 
now  go  to  the  Landed  Intereft,  which  poflibly  at  firft  enjoyed  the  Benefit 
of  the  Whole,  and  always  a  great  Share  of  it,  till  within  a  fmall  Num¬ 
ber  of  Years  part,  in  which  there  have  been  fuch  Refinements  in  the  Syf- 
tem  of  Jobbing,  that  it  has  now  greatly,  if  not  entirely,  become  the  Prey 
of  thofe  Cormorants,  who  are  thereby  grown  fo  thriving,  I  might  fay 
opulent,  in  moft  Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  as  to  be  eating  apace  into  the 
Inheritance  of  their  Landlords. 

The  true  Intereft  of  the  Landed  Men  and  of  the  State  is,  and  always  muft 
be,  the  fame ;  fo  that  every  Opinion  to  the  contrary  can  be  founded  only 
in  real  Ignorance.  Population  fhould  be  alike  their  common  Objedt; 
and  different  Effedts  therein  have  been  ftrongly  experienced  in  the 
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Weft  and  the  North,  from  the  Migrations  of  Manufactories  from  the  for¬ 
mer  to  the  latter.  Yorkfhire ,  and  fome  of  its  Neighbourhoods,  have  be¬ 
come  greatly  flourifhing,  at  the  Expence  of  feveral  Weftern  Counties ; 
and  none  more  than  the  Landed  Gentlemen  feel  the  different  Effects  of 
that  apparent  Caufe,  from  riling  Towns  in  the  former,  and  decaying  ones 
in  the  latter.  This  is  the  fure  Clue  for  conducting  the  human  Mind 
through  the  Labyrinths  of  Policy,  which  are  made  intricate  too  often 
by  Folly  as  well  as  Craft ;  for  in  the  EffeCts  of  thofe  Migrations  we  may 
fee,  as  in  a  Mirror,  where  the  true  Landed  Intereft  lies,  as  well  as  that  of 
the  whole  Community. 

If  the  Landed  Gentlemen,  therefore,  will  diveft  themfelves  of  their 
blind  Prejudices,  it  will  become  facile  for  them  to  difcover,  that  they  are 
not  fo  much  interefted  in  fupporting  the  Bounties  on  exported  Grain,  &c. 
as  they  have  been  made  to  fuppofe,  and  that  their  own  peculiar  Advan¬ 
tages  are  more  clofely  interwoven  than  thofe  of  any  others  with  the  great 
Interefts  of  the  State. 

The  Monied  Intereft,  as  it  is  generally  called,  or  more  properly  the 
Funds,  may  be  confidered  as  a  Wen  on  the  Body  Politic,  and,  as  far  as 
Foreigners  are  concerned  in  it,  a  confuming  Drain  of  our  vital  Juices  for 
the  invigorating  of  rival  States ;  while  here  it  is  made  the  Promoter  of 
Luxury,  Effeminacy,  Infignificancy,  Idlenefs,  Rapacity,  Knavery,  Celi¬ 
bacy,  and  a  thoufand  other  internal  Evils.  To  get  rid,  therefore,  by  ho¬ 
nourable  Means,  of  that  prolific  Hydra  of  Mifchiefs,  fhould  be  the  eager 
Defire  and  aCtive  Endeavour  of  all ;  but  as  the  only  ufeful  Interefts,  befide 
the  Landed,  are  thofe  of  Trade,  Art,  and  Labour,  the  Landed  Gentlemen 
fhould  confider  that  all  thefe  can  defert,  with  their  various  Properties,  on 
the  forefeeing  of  a  Storm  or  Shipwreck,  which  they  themfelves  cannot  do, 
and  that  the  former  have  an  Afylum  but  too  inviting  for  that  Purpofe. 
Thofe  of  the  Landed  Intereft  fhould  likewife  reflect,  that  the  Dependency 
of  North-America  on  this  Kingdom  muft  be  from  our  national  Power, 
and  that  we  can  fecure  to  ourfelves  their  Supply  with  Manufactures,  or 
that  of  any  other  Country,  by  no  other  Means  than  that  of  Accommoda¬ 
tion  in  Prices;  alfo  that  as  our  Trade  in  exported  Manufactures,  and  our 
national  Population,  (the  Sources  of  our  Wealth  and  Strength)  can  only, 
and  muft  ever  depend  on  the  Cheapnefs  of  Provifions;  therefore  it' is  hoped 
they  will  confider  the  Bounty  on  exported  Corn  to  be  no  lefs  injurious  to 
them,  than  it  is  to  the  State  and  People. 

P  U  B  L  I  C  O  L  A. 
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LETTER  VI. 

SO  many  Circumftances  occur  on  the  interefting  Subject  of  paying  a 
Bounty  on  the  Exportation  of  Corn,  that  a  Man  muft  be  unwilling  to 
leave  any  of  them  unconfidered  in  a  Difcuffion  thereof. 

It  is  an  Opinion  unfortunately  too  prevalent,  that  five  Shillings  a 
Bufhel,  or  forty  Shillings  a  Quarter,  is  the  equitable,  and  therefore  the 
natural  Price  of  our  Wheat ;  as  it  is  a  common,  I  was  going  to  fay  a  cant 
Saying,  that  it  is  a  fair  Price  between  the  Grower  and  Confumer,  and 
one  by  which  the  Farmer  can  live . 

Now  it  has  often  been  aflerted  in  Print,  and  I  have  good  Reafon  to 
think  on  right  Principles  of  judging,  from  a  pretty  clear  Knowledge  of 
the  State  of  the  Corn-Trade  in  general,  that  the  Average  Market-Price 
of  Englijh  Wheat  cannot  be  more  than  three  Shillings  and  Sixpence  a 
Bufhel,  or  twenty-eight  Shillings  a  Quarter,  if  regulated  by  the  Average 
Rates  of  Wheat  in  the  feveral  Countries  that  produce  it;  nor  could  it  be 
made  otherwife,  but  from  evil  Pradlices  that  have  their  Source  in  the 
Bounty  on  Exportation. 

That  Holland \  which  depends  on  Importation  for  five  Sixths  of  what 
fhe  confumes,  pays  twenty-eight  Shillings  Market-Price  upon  an  Ave¬ 
rage  for  that  which  fhe  buys,  is  what  I  believe  no  one  will  aflert  who  is 
acquainted  with  the  State  of  the  Corn-Trade  in  the  Baltic  ;  nay,  it  might 
be  faid  even  when  imported  into  her  own  Territories.  No  true  Eftima- 
tion  can  be  made  from  the  general  State  of  the  Corn-Trade  within  the  three 
Years  laft  paft,  becaufe  the  Failures  of  Crops  up  the  Mediterranean  and 
Levant  have  been  fuch,  in  Succeflion,  as  perhaps  cannot  before  be  remem¬ 
bered  by  any  who  are  now  living,  or  may  not  again  within  the  Compafs 
of  exifting  Lives ;  therefore  we  are  not  to  frame,  as  has  been  before  ob- 
ferved,  Eftimations  from  Periods  of  Time  remarkable  for  very  uncommon 
Circumftances. 

In  the  ordinary  Courfe  of  Seafons  the  medium  Price  of  Sicily,  Naples , 
Sardinia ,  or  Levant Wheat,  is  under  thirty  Shillings  a  Quarter,  fhipped 
clear  on  board;  and  I  believe  it  will  be  allowed  that  of  Baltic  Wheat,  in 
the  fame  Manner,  is  under  five-and-twenty ;  and  the  Experience  of  Eng - 
UJh  Merchants  might  be  appealed  to,  in  a  Series  of  Years  before  that  of 
1757,  if  Englijh  Wheat  was  not  generally  thought  a  dangerous  Common 
dity  to  deal  in,  even  with  a  confiderable  foreign  Demand,  at  fo  high  a 
Rate  as  thirty  Shillings  a  Quarter,  including  the  Bounty  and  Shipping 
Charges,  which  might  make  it  be  eftimatcd  at  little  more  than  thirty- 
two  Shillings  and  Sixpence  Market-Price,  and  was  a  Rate  that  it  was  lefs 
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frequently  at  than  from  ten  to  more  than  twenty  per  Cent .  under  It ;  and 
hough  Seafons  have  fince  that  Time  been  more  unfavourable  here  and 
Ifewhere,  yet  Knowledge  in  Agriculture  has  been  improving  in  moll: 
Countries  of  Europe ,  and  the  Turn  towards  it  likewife ;  therefore  fuch 
Ideas' '.of  the  general  Value  of  our  Wheat  have  no  Kind  of  Foundation 
either  in  Reafon  or  Experience.  The  Southern  Wheat,  I  muft  add,  is  front 
fifteen  to  twenty-five  per  Cent .  better  than  Englijhy  and  that  of  the  North, 
and  of  France ,  from  five  to  eight  per  Cent .  worle,dn  general  Eftimation. 

But  it  may  deferve  being  particularly  pointed  out,  what  Effects  the 
Bounty  on  our  Wheat  may  have  on  the  Prices  of  Labour  in  this  and  the 
neighbouring  Countries  of  France  and  Hollandy  in  the  ordinary  and  even 
extraordinary  Courfe  of  Things. 

From  the  Coafts  of  Dorfety  Hampjhirey  including  the  Ifle  of  Wight , 
Sujfexy  and  Kenty  the  Navigation  is  Ihorter  and  of  Courfe  cheaper  to  fome 
of  the  French  Ports  than  to  Londony  fo  alfo  from  the  Coafts  of  Effexy 
Suffolky  Norfolky  and  others  farther  North,  the  Voyages  will  be  ihorter 
to  the  Dutch  Ports  than  to  this  City,  therefore  in  all  foreign  Places  where 
the  Freightage  is  not  more  extenfive  from  the  {hipping  Ports  than  to 
Londony  Confumers  are  fupplied  with  our  Corn  at  or  near  five  Shillings  a 
Quarter  cheaper  than  we  have  it  2X.  London,  which  makes,  upon  the  whole, 
a ‘Difference  in  their  Favour,  in  that  chief  Article  of  Food  to  the  induf- 
trious  Poor,  of  from  twelve  to  above  five-and-twenty  per  Cent .  Are  we 
then  to  wonder  that  we  are  under-worked,  and  under-fold  at  foreign 
Markets,  to  the  great  Diminution  of  our  national  Trade,  Riches,  Em¬ 
ployment,  and  of  Courfe  Population  ? 

Such  are  the  Difadvantages,  comparatively  with  Foreigners  and  Rivals, 
at  which  Londoners  eat  their  own  national  Bread,  and  indeed  at  which  our 
Diftilleries  are  carried  on,  and  fome  other  Manufactures ;  not  forgetting 
Bread  alfo  for  our  Shipping,  which  in  the  navigating  Branch  is  a  confider- 
able  Article ;  and  fuch  likewife,  but  in  a  lefs  Degree,  the  Cafe  in  our  Ma¬ 
ritime  Counties  j  nay,  in  fome  it  is  in  a  greater,  as  in  Cornwall  for  Ex¬ 
ample,  which  always  wants  a  Supply  of  Corn,  and  generally  receives  it 
from  the  Ifle  of  Wight ,  from  whence  the  Voyage  is  Ihorter  to  fome  Ports 
of  France ,  and  consequently  cheaper ;  fo  that  there  is  that  Difference  to 
be  added  to  the  whole  of  the  Bounty  in  Favour  of  French ,  and  againft 
Cornijh  Confumers. 

Thefe  are  Fads  and  Eftimates  with  which  the  Generality  of  Men  are 
perhaps  very  little  acquainted ;  but  they  may  ferve  to  account  for  the  Di¬ 
minution  of  our  Manufactories,  the  Decline  of  our  Trade,  and  the  De- 
creafe  of  our  People,  all  depending  on  each  other,  and  of  Courfe  derived 

Z  2  from 


[  *7 6  ] 

from  the  fame  Caufe.  It  is  reported*  and  credited  on  the  beft  Authority, 
that,  within  eight  Years  preceding  the  laft,  the  Number  of  Houfes  in  this 
Kingdom  are  decreafed  no  lefs  than  five  thoufand  four  hundred,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  prodigious  Number  of  new  Buildings  ereCted  in  and  about 
London  and  Wejlminjler ,  and  at  other  thriving  Places,  which  together  it 
cannot  be  unreafonable  to  eftimate  at  an  equal  Number;  fo  that  in  thofe 
eight  Years  the  Depopulation  of  Villages  from  the  uniting  of  Farms,  and 
the  Decay  of  manufacturing  Towns  from  the  Lofs  of  our  Trade,  have 
together  been  to  the  Extent  of  near  eleven  thoufand  Families.  A  Cir- 
cumftanee  which  fhould  furely  prove  fo  alarming,  as  to  prefs  the  ipeedieft 
Application  of  an  effectual  Remedy ;  and  the  moft  likely  to  prove  fuch 
muft  be  the  Abolition  of  the  Bounty  on  the  Exportation  of  Corn,  Cfc. 

PUBLICOLA. 
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LETTER  VII. 

FROM  what  has  been  faid  concerning  the  Payment  of  a  Bounty  on 
exported  Grain,  Flour,  and  Malt,  and  the  State  of  the  Corn-Trade 
in  other  Countries,  on  Authorities  to  be  relied  on,  I  flatter  myfelf  with 
believing  it  muft  evidently  appear,  that  the  general  and  Landed  Interefts 
of  this  Kingdom  have  alike  been  greatly  miftaken  therein;  therefore  it 
fhould  be  hoped  that  fo  great  a  Drain  from  the  Sinking  Fund  as  that 
Bounty  has  proved  will  no  longer  be  kept  open,  to  operate  in  fo  ruinous 
a  Manner. 

The  Sum  muft  be  immenfe  that  has  been  drawn  from  the  Revenue  for 
this  Purpofe,  from  the  firft  inftituting  of  the  Bounty  to  the  prefent  Time* 
but  I  am  not  enabled  to  afcertain  it  ;  nor  can  I  pretend  to  frame  any  Efti¬ 
mate  of  what  the  annual  Average  Charge  of  it  is  to  the  Kingdom  for  any 
Series  of  fucceflive  Years.  A  Ship  of  200  Tons  Burthen  carries  1000 
Quarters  of  Wheat,  400  of  which  Cargoes  coft  the  State  100,000/.  in  Boun¬ 
ty  ;  and  there  do  happen  Years  in  which  many  Times  that  Number  of  fuch 
Cargoes  of  Wheat  only  are  fhipped  off,  befides  Rye,  Barley,  Flour,  and 
Malt ;  on  all  of  which  the  allotted  Bounties  are  likewife  paid.  The  Le- 
giflature,  orMiniftry,  can  know  thefe  Sums  exactly  for  any  Series  of  Years; 
and  whatever  the  Average  annual  Amount  of  them  may  be,  (and  it  cannot 
but  be  great)  the  far  better  Operation  of  it  in  the  Sinking  Fund  would 
highly  contribute,  in  a  few  Years,  to  our  Relief  in  Debts  and  Taxes  :  But 
its  prefent  Appropriation  has  a  quite  contrary  EffeCt,  from  fatally  increa- 
fing  Parifh  Burthens,  and  leffening  our  national  Trade  and  Population. 
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I  have  already  obferved  that  thefe  Bounties,  which  at  firft  might  be 
gained  by  thofe  of  Landed  Property, -are  now  made  no  other  than  the 
Booty  of  Jobbers  in  Corn*  and  therein  injurious  to  the  Landed  as  well  as 
all  other  good  Interefts.  It  has  not  been  by  them  that  the  Value  of 
Eftates  has  been  railed ;  and  to  which  in  general  (however  great  they 
may  have  been)  they  could  never  have  borne  but  a  very  difproportionate 
Part.  The  increafed  Value  of  Eftates  has  been  chiefly  owing  to  the  great 
Improvements  of  Land  and  Hufbandry  of  every  Kind,  which  of  late  Years 
have  been  made  in  this  Kingdom;  and  from  which  the  ufeful  Part  of 
Mankind  reap  no  Benefit,  but,  on  the  contrary,  fuffer  great  Injuries  from 
the  prevailing  Spirit  of  Jobbing  and  Engrofling  in  all  the  Products  of 
Lands,  which  fprung  chiefly  in  the  firft  Inftance  from  thefe  fatal  Bounties; 
for  others  feeing  fuch  Succefs  attend  intermediate  Dealings  in  Grain,  be¬ 
came  encouraged  to  engage  in  like  Practices  with  regard  to  every  other 
Article  of  the  Neceflaries  of  Life;  and  the  Progrefs  is  ftill  alike  gradual, 
alike  both  in  Extent  and  Succefs.  I  could  name  a  diftant  Country  from 
the  Metropolis,  in  which,  fince  laft  Year,  the  Price  of  Butter  has  been 
raifed  near  Cent .  per  Cent .  to  all  Purchafers,  from  the  Interpofition  of 
Jobbers  or  Engroflers  in  that  Article ;  fo  that  it  is  become  in  every 
Thing  as  with  Corn,  all  Prices  are  not  natural ,  but  artificial ;  and  En¬ 
groflers,  Jobbers,  and  all  the  various  intermediate  Dealers  in  the  Necef- 
laries  of  Life,  are,  together,  devouring  the  People ,  and  dejlroying  the  great 
Inter  efts  of  the  Kingdom . 

In  thele  fhameful  Abufes  then  lie  all  the  Sources  of  our  national  Mif- 
fortunes,  for  which  the  Remedies  are  obvious,  being  the  Abolition  of  alb 
Bounties  on  the  Neceflaries  of  Life,  the  Re-divifion  of  Farms,  in  order  to 
leflen  the  Opulence  of  hoarding  and  monopolizing  Farmers,  reviving  and 
enforcing  all  the  wife  Laws  that  have  been  made  againft  Jobbers,  Fore- 
ftallers,  Regrators,  and  every  Kind  of  intermediate  Dealers  in  the  Necef- 
faries  of  Life,  more  effectually  regulating  Millers  and  Mealmen,  compel¬ 
ling  a  due  Obfervation  of  the  antient  Rules  of  Markets  and  Fairs,  as  far 
at  leaft  as  regards  Provifions,  with  adding  to  the  Power  of  the  Magiftracy*-. 
and  compelling  them  to  do  their  Duty. 


The  handed  Inter  efi  now  pays  double  Tax,  which  formerly  was  jiever  done 
in  Time  of  Peace:  This  is  one  Caufe  makes  the  Proprietors  raife  and  rack 
their  Lands ;  this  gives  the  Farmer  a  Handle  to  raife  the  Price  of  all  his 
Produce ,  which  they  lay  on  the  Buyers ,  and  fall  on  the  Poor . 

Landlords  forbidding  their  Tenants  to  plow ,  mujl  be  a  great  Lofs  to  the 
Community  in  general ,  without  any  fenjible  Profit  to  the  Landlord ,  efpe daily 
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if  he  keep  not  Land  enough  in  his  own  Hand  to  ferve  all  Purpofes  and  Ufes ; 
for  if  they  lett  dear ,  they  mujl  buy  in  all  Neceffaries  dearer ,  and  live  at  greater 
Expences .  But  many  'Tenants  would  and  could  afford  to  pay  dearer  had  they 
the  Liberty  of  plowing  their  Land ,  which  would  be  more  advantageous  to 
them .  Infiead  of  this  Method  it  would  be  for  the  Profit  of  the  whole  Com¬ 
munity,  especially  of  the  Poor ,  if  every  Tenant  was  obliged  to  plow  a  third 
or  fourth  Part  of  his  Farm . 

Another  great  Caufe  of  our  prefent  Evils ,  is  the  engroffing  of  Farms , 
adding  Farm  to  Farm ,  and  fuppreffmg  fmall  Farms ,  which  tend  directly  to 
depopulate  the  Country ,  and  fiarve  Manufacturers  and  the  Poor ;  for  in 
Time  of  Scarcity  fmall  Farmers  mufi  and  do  always  relieve  the  Poor  firfi, 
for  they  cannot  afford  to  hoard  up  Grain  by  them,  as  they  want  Money  to  pay 
off  their  Rents  and  other  Neceffaries ,  whilfi  the  rich  Monopolizers  hoard  it 
up  till  they  can  make  an  artificial  Dearth ;  fo  that  after  a  plentiful  Harvefi 
the  Poor  mufi  be  fiarved  till  the  next  Springy  that  the  Rich  will  threfh  and 
bring  out  their  Grain  to  Market ,  and  .know  what  likely  Call  they  are  to  ex- 
peCl  for  Exportation .  This  pinching  of  the  poor  and  labouring  People  mufi 
prevent  Population ,  as  well  as  the  taking  away  of  fmall  Farms ,  breaking 
up  of  poor  Families,  and  preventing  Marriage .  If  great  Farmers  cannot 
make  a  Dearth  of  Grain,  they  turn  Graziers  and  raife  a  Stock ,  and  thus 
* they  immediately  advance  the  Price  of  Cattle  and  Horfes:  But  if  fmall 
Farms  were  lett,  as  formerly ,  fuch  Farmers  raifed  a  young  Stock ,  and  kept 
the  Price  of  Cattle  moderately  cheap ,  but  rich  Graziers  or  Farmers  mufi 
buy  in  a  frefh  Stock  yearly  to  fatten  for  Sale ;  therefore  great  Farms  being 
made  out  of  fmall  ones.  Cattle  mufi  be  dearer :  As  alfo  this  Grazing  requires 
far  fewer  Hands  to  be  employed  in  the  Country,  which  mufi  depopulate  it, 
and  fill  large  Towns  with  Poor  and  Manufacturers,  and  pine  both .  Here¬ 
by  alfo  few  Farmers  are  feen  in  Markets ;  this  raifes  the  Price  of  the  Ne¬ 
ceffaries  of  Life .  Grazing  Farms  depend  chiefly  upon  Cattle  and  Sheep  for 
Butchers,  and  as  they  are  chiefly  for  fattening  Cattle,  they  breed  little  or 
none ;  hence  little  or  no  Stock  bred,  but  mufi  be  bought  in,  fucb  Cattle  not 
being  kept  milked,  mufi  necefiarily  enhance  the  Price  of  Butter  and  Cheefe , 
and  not  having  much  Corn,  they  feed  few  Swine ;  this  raifes  the  Price  of 
Pork  and  Bacon.  Then  another  Evil  of  engrofiing  Farms  is,  it  prevents 
the  Marriage  of  Farmers  and  Graziers  Servants,  whereby  there  might  be 
many  more  ufeful  and  indufirious  Farmers  propagated:  This  is  a  great  Lofs 
to  King,  Country,  and  Community .  If  it  is  pleaded  that  fuch  numerous 
Families  of  fmall  Farmers  confume  the  whole  Product  Gf  their  Farms,  be  it 
fo ;  yet  fuch  Families  are  of  far  greater  Service  to  d  trading  indufirious 
Nation,  and  add  far  more  Strength  to  it,  than  rich  Farmers  and  Graziers ; 
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for  their  narrow  Cir  cum  fiances  oblige  them  to  bring  their  fmall  fpare  Pro¬ 
duce  to  Market ,  that  they  may  pay  Debts  and  procure  Neceflaries .  Thus 
Markets  are  Jlored  with  fuch  Farmers ,  who  muft  Jell  at  what  Price  they 
can  get,'  and  the  Money  circulates  prefently ;  but  the  Rich  caji  keep  their 
Grain  and  other  Neceflaries  out  of  Markets ,  till  they  bring  what  Price  they 
pleafe  to  Jell  at,  and  if  Buyers  refuje  to  give  it  they  ft  arve  them  into  a  Com¬ 
pliance ;  but  when  Markets  abound  with  fmall  Farmers ,  Buyers  can  bring 
them  to  a  reafonable  Price,  and  the  other  is  obliged  to  fell .  On  the  whole , 
fuch  as  lay  fmall  Farms  together  are  Enemies  to  King,  Country,  and  Trade; 
they  leflen  the  Kings  Strength,  and  thin  the  Country  of'  Inhabitants,  and 
caufe  a  Dearth  on  all  the  necefj'ary  Articles  oj  LiJ'e ,  by  thinning  the  Number 
of  Sellers :  Thefe  fmall  Farms  alfo  keep  Milk ,  Butter ,  Cheefe,  Pork.,  Bacon , 
&c.  at  reafonable  Prices,  fa,  as  the  poor  Manufacturers  and  Labourers  are 
fupplied  at  moderate  Rates ;  all  which  are  raifed  to  excejfive  Prices  where 
large  Farms  are  turned  to  Grazing  Grounds . 

Inclofng  of  Commons ,  open  or  Town-Fields,  and  letting  them  to  rich  Far¬ 
mers,  who  turn  them  to  Pafiurage,  is  another  inhuman  Practice,  and  Caufe  of 
the  Dearth  of  Provifcms ;  ejpecially  where  many  Thoufands  of  Acre*  <f  the 
befl  and  fruitfullejl  Corn  Grounds  are  turned  to  Pajlure  Land,  or  whole 
populous  Parijhes ;  whereof  I  know  fever al  oj'  the  befi  Corn  ' Grounds  in  the 
Centre  of  England  are  turned  into  Pajlure ,  without  any  Corn  in  them,  and 
perhaps  not  above  one  or  two  fmall  Families  in  each  whole  Parifh,  and  many 
Hundreds  of  Families  turned  out :  Nay,  during  one  SeJJions  of  Parliament 
Bills  were  granted  for  twenty-five  Inclofures ,  fourteen  whereof  were  in - 
clofed  in  one  fmall  County ;  nay ,  fome  Time  Jince  a  whole  Country  Side  was 
inclojed  at  once .  By  this  Means  Thoufands  of  Families  and  Souls  have  been 
difperfed ,  and  driven  either  into  Towns,  Manufactures,  abroad,  or  where  they 
could  live ;  hereby  -an  effectual  Stop  is  put  to  the  Increaje,  Growth,  and 
Strength  of  the  Nation,  however  Towns  and  Manufactures  may  be  more  po¬ 
pulous.  Yet  fame  are  Jo  bold  as  ignorantly  and  impudently^  to  aflert  the  lu¬ 
cre  afe  of  People  in  this  Nation ;  but  this  is  utterly  falfe ;  for  the  Increafe  of 
Houfes  and  Families  in  Towns  and  Manufactures  is  chiefly  owing  to  ejected 
Populace  taking  Refuge  there .  This  wicked  Cufiom  of  inclofng  Grounds  has 
been  often  and  loudly  complained  of,  and  caufed  many  Difiurbances  and  Infur ^ 
reCtions  in  this  Nation,  as  in  1490,  1521,  1650,  &c.  after  this  the  Duke  of' 
Somerfet,  vigoroujly  oppofing  Inclofures,  expofed  himj'elf  to  great  Danger. 
The  Norfolk  Men,  in  oppofing  Inclofures;  broke  out  into  an  open  Rebellion ; 
the  like  in  Buckinghamfliire.  Sixty  Years  ago  great  was  the  Uneafinefs  of 
the  Nation  upon  inclofing  a  large  Corner  of  a  Country  in  Galloway and 
in  1717  and  18  great  Shoals  of  Families  were  obliged  to  tranfport  them - 

fives 


[  i8o  ] 

/elves  and  Families  from  the  North  of  Ireland  to  South*  Carolina,  till  the 
Country  was  almof  depopulated,  from  Landlords  racking  and  raijing  their 
Rents ;  but  then  they  were  glad  to  offer  their  Lands  at  a  third  Part  of  the 
Rent  they  had  racked  the7n  to .  Many  and  great  Inclofures  have  beeii  made 
in  England  within  the  lajl  twenty  Tears,  to  the  depriving  of  Thoufands  of 
Poor  of  Bread,  whiljl  all  Sorts  ofFlefh-Meat  were  raifed  to  monfrous  Prices, 
and  a  young  Breed  was  prevented,  by  fattening  the  Sheep  and  Cattle  in  In¬ 
clofures  for  Slaughter,  Want  of  Bread  forced  the  Poor  to  buy  Fief ;  this 
more  and  more  advanced  its  Price,  from  its  being  daily  ufed  by  all  Ranks, 
whereas  at  the  fame  Time  a  wicked  Practice  was  allowed  in  England,  but 
permitted  by  no  other  Nation  round  the  Globe ,  viz.  allowing  a  Bounty  upon 
Exportation  of  Grain,  the  chief  Staff  of  Life ,  the  Support  of  the  Poor  and 
Manufacturers .  Thefc  Solecifms  in  Policy  have  greatly  hindered  Propagation , 
and  propagated  Whoredom  and  all  Uncleannefs .  This  Scarcity  and  Dearth 
of  Provifons ,  both  vegetable  and  animal,  has  obliged  the  Poor  in  many  Places 
to  live  upon  very  uncommon  and  unwholefome  Food,  gave  Rife  to  that  epi¬ 
demic,  fatal,  putrid  Fever  in  1741,  which  (except  in  a  few  plentiful  Tears) 
has  roamed  the  Kingdoms  about  from  Place  to  Place  ever  fi nee,  fometimes 
more  gently,  other  Times  more  fatally ;  yet  our  Grain  permitted  either  to  be 
exported  or  hoarded  up,  while  not  only  Thoufands  but  ten  Thoufands  of  ufeful 
Subjects  have  been  carried  off  by  Death.  The  inclofmg  of  Commons  and 
Town-Fields  is  very  laudable  and  ufeful,  provided  they  were  lett  out  in  fmall 
Farms,  and  each  Farmer  obliged  to  plow  a  third  or  fourth  Part  of  them  ; 
but  by  letting  them  out  in  great  Farms  for  Pafture,  the  whole  Defgn  is 
frujirated  both  to  the  Poor  and  Community ;  and  what  Landlords  get  by 
raijing  their  Rents,  they  lofe  by  their  Family  Expences  and  Luxury. 

N.  B.  By  fmall  Farms  I  mean  fuch  as  will  at  leaf  enable  the  Occupier  to 
maintain  and  employ  a  Draught  or  Team  in  Agriculture. 

Small  Farmers,  with  induftrious  Families,  are  the  Producers  of  all 
Plenty ;  but  great  and  opulent  ones  are  the  Sources  of  a  thoufand  Abufes 
and  Grievances,  and,  with  the  Aid  of  combining  Jobbers  and  monopo¬ 
lizing  Dealers,  are  the  Creators  of  artificial  Famine  and  deftrudtive 
Wretchednefs.  Their  Wealth  likewife  ferves  to  put  their  Families  above 
Induftry,  and  therefore  all  the  inferior  Advantages  that  ought  properly  to 
refult  from  the  Practice  of  Farming,  are  loft  to  the  Public,  while  the 
luperior  are  corrupted  into  the  moft  oppreffive  Abufes ;  and,  in  fhort. 
Order  in  that  Rank  of  Life  and  its  Connections  is  become  almoft  entirely 
loft.  Their  Wives  and  Daughters  are  no  longer  the  ufeful  People  they 
were  wont  to  be;  while  themfelves,  inftead  of  being,  in  their  Calling,  the 
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beneficial  Part  of  the  Community,  which  they  ought  to  be,  are  become 
Confpirators  againft,  and  Spoilers  of,  all  the  other  Orders  of  the  People. 

I  have  pointed  out,  under  this  Head,  the  Caufes  of  our  national  Evils 
and  Calamities,  and  alfo  the  Means  for  effectually  removing  them.  If 
there  is  Virtue  in  the  State,  it  will  thereon  become  exerted,  for  the  Re¬ 
iteration  of  Order  and  Suppreflion  of  Iniquity,  as  thereon  our  future 
Profperity  or  Adverfity  muft  eventually  depend. 

It  will  not  be  fkinning  over  dangerous  Sores  in  the  Body  Politic  that  can 
reftore  it  to  Soundnefs ;  for  the  Lancet  and  Probe  muft  be  ufed  before  the 
Application  of  Plaifters,  or  Rottennefs  and  Corruption  will  fpeedily  affeCt 
the  very  Vitals  of  State.  The  Almighty  is  gracious  in  the  Beftowal  of 
his  Bleffings,  but  they  all  are,  in  a  great  Degree,  made  fruitlefs  by  the  Ini¬ 
quity  of  Man . 
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LETTER  VIII. 

HAVING,  it  may  be  hoped,  faid  enough  to  convince  every  impartial 
Mind  of  the  ill  EffeCts  which  the  Payment  of  a  Bounty  on  exported 
Corn  muft  have  on  the  moft  interefting  Concerns  of  this  Kingdom,  I  fhall 
now  proceed  to  point  out  thofe  which  are  occafioned  by  miftaken  Opi¬ 
nions  of  another  Article  of  Landed  Property,  which  is  Bark  for  tanning 
Leather,  a  Manufacture  or  Commodity  that  was,  not  many  Years  ago, 
one  of  our  moft  ftaple  Branches  of  Export. 

By  an  ACt  of  James  I.  Leather  is  forbid  being  tanned  with  any  other 
Thing  than  Oak  or  Afh  Bark,  which  undoubtedly  in  thofe  Days  were 
thought  the  only  proper  Materials  for  that  Purpofe ;  and  it  is  but  candid 
and  reasonable  to  fuppofe,  that  the  Parliament  of  that  Time  had  no  other 
View  in  pafling  that  ACt,  than  to  prevent  the  ufing  of  Materials  which 
would  debafe  the  Qualities  of  Leather.  But  Time,  the  Parent  of  Difco- 
veries,  with  the  Aid  of  Encouragement,  the  Improver  of  Arts,  has,  from 
Accident  or  Study,  made  others  therein  in  this  and  foreign  Countries ;  of 
which  we  not  availing  ourfelves,  and  they  wifely  doing  it,  our  foreign 
Trade  in  tanned  Calves  Skins  has  become  entirely  loft,  and  that  of  the 
thicker  Leather  is  alfo  in  the  laft  Stage  of  Decline. 

Two  Years  ago  a  Difcovery  was  offered  to  be  made  to  the  Society  for 
the  Encouragement  of  Arts,  Manufactures,  and  Commerce,  of  a  Method 
of  tanning  Calves  Skins  with  another  Material,  in  one  Third  of  the  Time, 
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and  at  one  Third  lefs  Expence  than  with  Bark;  and  they,  not  being  aware 
of  any  ReftriCtion  therein,  did  agree  to  the  Reward  of  100/.  on  the  Proof 
of  the  Difcovery  from  Experiments;  which  were  accordingly  made  by 
the  Company  of  Tanners,  as  well  as  at  the  Society’s  Office,  to  entire  Sa¬ 
tisfaction.  The  Material  was  Oak  Saw-Duft ;  and  as  it  was  found  that 
any  Mixture  therewith  of  the  Filings  of  Saws  would  greatly  blemiffi  the 
Leather,  Mills  were  actually  fetting  about  for  the  grinding  of  refufe  Oak 
for  the  Purpofe  of  tanning,  when  it  was  difcovered  that  no  fuch  Ufe  of  it 
could  be  made;  and  much  about  the  fame  Time  another  and  better  Subfti- 
tute,  at  lead:  in  Ppint  of  Cheapnefs,  was  faid  to  be  found  out ;  but  neither 
of  them  could  be  ufed  from  the  Impediment  which  has  been  mentioned. 
A  Gentleman  however  undertook  to  get  that  Impediment  removed,  but 
was  afterwards  difcouraged  from  purfuing  his  Defign,  from  finding  that 
thofe  of  the  Landed  Intereft  were  averfe  to  diminifhing  the  Value  of  Bark, 
though  they  certainly  would  have  had  an  Equivalent  in  the  fuperior  Valu^ 
that  would  thereby  have  been  given  to  their  refufe  Oak,  with  regard  to 
one  of  the  new  Methods  of  Practice ;  and  probably  it  would  have  been 
the  fame,  in  another  Way,  with  regard  to  the  other  Secret;  but  the  Ap- 
prehenfions  of  thofe  of  the  Landed  Intereft  rendered  both  Difcoverics  of 
no  Ufe  to  this  Kingdom,  though  other  Governments  immediately  endea¬ 
voured  to  avail  themfelves  of  that  which  had  been  made  public,  and  we 
ourfelves  are  now  importing  Bark  from  America ,  in  order  to  check  the 
enormous  Demands  for  what  is  produced  in  this  Kingdom  from  being,  we 
may  fuppofe,  got  into  the  Hands  of  Jobbers,  like  every  Thing  elfe ;  fo 
that  with  the  Lofs  of  our  Leather  Trade  of  Exportation,  for  the  Sake  of 
fupporting  the  Price  of  Bark,  we  may  expeCt  in  a  few  Years,  from  the  great 
Benefits  derived  to  other  Countries  from  our  own  negleCted  Difcoveries, 
that  Leather  will  become  an  Article  in  the  Smuggling  Trade  into  this 
Kingdom,  as  well  from  the  Cheapnefs  of  manufacturing  it  abroad,  as  from 
the  high  Taxes  on  it  at  home. 

But  it  may  be  farther  worthy  of  the  higheft  Confideration,  how  far  the 
Importation  of  Bark  from  America  may  fet  the  People  of  that  Country 
upon  increafing  their  own  Tanneries,  in  order  for  fupplying  themfelves 
entirely  with  Stores,  which  hitherto  have  made  no  inconfiderable  Article 
of  Exports  to  the  Colonies ;  but  probably  henceforward,  inftead  of  Shoes, 
they  will  be  fet  on  importing  from  us  Shoemakers;  fo  effectually  have 
narrow  and  felfifh  Regards  here  a  Tendency  to  play  the  great  Game  of 
Intereft  every  Way  into  their  own  Hands  from  our  own.  It  muft  be 
needlefs  to  point  out  how  burthenfome,  in  the  Price  of  Shoes,  the  Dear- 
nefs  of  Leather  proves  at  home  to  poor  Families  that  are  large. 
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It  is  worfe  than  Folly,  it  is  Madnefs,  to  think  of  favouring  any  partial 
Intereft  to  the  DeftruCtion  of  a  general  one;  which  muft  ever  be  the  Gafe, 
where  a  Manufacture  of  Exports  becomes  ftarved  to  DeftruCtion  by  the 
Price  of  raw  or  other  Materials.  I  have  repeatedly  faid,  what  no  Man 
of  real  Senfe  fhould  be  fuppoled  to  want  Conviction  of  the  Truth  of,  as  it 
is  fo  glaringly  obvious,  that  the  Profperi ty  of  the  Landed  Intereft  muft 
depend  on  the  flourifhing  of  the  Trade  of  Exportations  of  every  Kind  of 
manufactured  Commodities,  becaufe  thereon  muft  depend  the  Degrees  of 
our  home  Population,  in  the  comparative  Meafure  of  which  does,  and 
ever  will,  conftft  the  Degrees  of  our  national  Wealth  and  Power.  Every 
Advantage,  therefore,  which  can  be  acquired  by  the  Landed  Intereft,  from 
Means  deftruCtive  of  our  Trade  of  Exports,  muft  in  other  Modes  recoil 
with  greater  Difadvantage  back  on  that  Intereft  again,  which,  as  Mr. 
Locke  judicioufly  obferves,  in  the  End,  does  fupply  all  Deficiences ;  indeed 
he  aflerts,  muft  finally  pay  all  Taxes  :  But  without  infilling  thereon  to  the 
utmoft  Extent,  it  can  be  made  evident  from  Abundance  of  Inftances,  that 
in  Matters  wherein  the  Parties  in  that  Intereft  think  they  excufe  or  favour 
themfelves  moft,  they  eventually  pay  more  than  double  what  they  imagine 
they  either  gain  or  fave  by  a  partial  Scheme  for  their  own  Intereft. 

I  fhall  on  this  SubjeCt  only  add,  that  both  they  and  the  Nation  lofe  in 
the  Value  of  the  Timber  more  than  they  gain  by  the  Value  of  their  Bark, 
from  the  Bulk  of  it  being  cut  down,  for  the  Sake  of  the  Bark,  while  the 
Sap  is  in  the  Trees,  which  renders  the  Timber  of  a  much  inferior  Qua¬ 
lity.  And  what  is  this  more  than  one  Inftance  of  that  very  Short-fight- 
ednefs,  fo  natural  to  thofe  who  aft  under  the  ftrong  Influence  of  a  narrow 
and  felf-interefted  Principle,  on  which  the  Prodigal  and  Mifer  proceed 
equally  to  their  own  Injury ;  but  it  is  become  a  prevailing  Principle  of 
the  Times,  and  blindly  operating  apace  to  our  national  Ruin. 

PUBLICOLA. 
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EVERY  intelligent  Man  muft  know,  that  it  is  not  by  the  Manufac¬ 
tures  we  confume,  but  by  thofe  which  we  export,  that  the  Nation 
becomes  enriched ;  and  that  the  Wealth  which  is  brought  into  the  King¬ 
dom  by  Trade  muft  neceflarily  circulate,  becaufe  the  Merchants  therewith 
pay  their  Manufacturers,  and  the  latter  their  Workmen,  the  Farmers,  and 
others  of  whom  they  buy  their  Materials,  and  the  Mechanics  of  whom 
they  purchafe  their  Implements,  who  all  pay  therefrom  to  Dealers  for  their 
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various  Necefiaries  and  Luxuries,  which  from  the  Dealers  circulates  agaim 
through  the  Hands  of  Farmers  to  thofe  of  Landlords,,  and  from,  them  to 
other  Dealers;  while  in  every  Stage  a  Part  goes  off  condantly  to  Govern?- 
ment,  which  again  circulates  back  by  other  Channels  through  the  Com¬ 
munity,  and  keeps  flowing  and  ebbing  to  and  from  the  centre  and  extreme 
Parts,  like  the  Blood  in  the  human  Body ;  which  condant  Motion  of  the 
vital  Powers  in  the  Body  Politic  gives  it  the  Vigour  by  which  it  a Cts,  and' 
are  therein  the  Caufes  of  its  Exidence. 

It  was  neither  the  Fertility  of  Soil  or  Richnefs  of  Mines  that  gave 
Greatnefs  to  Palejjine ,  Tyre ,  or  Carthage,  any  more  than  in  later  Ages 
they  have  done  to  Genoa ,  Venice ,  or  Holland,  all  being  alike  naturally  poor 
in  the  Produces  of  the  Earth ;  nor  was  any  Country  ever  made  wealthy  by 
the  Exportations  of  Provifions,  the  Products  of  its  Lands,  or  raw  Mate¬ 
rials  for  Manufactures.  Induftry  and  Commerce  can  only  make  a  State 
permanently  rich  and  powerful,  and  therefore  they  are  to  be  confidered  as 
the  fird  ObjeCls  of  national  Policy  and  Regard. 

No  Subjefts  contribute  fundamentally  fo  much  to  the  Good  of  the  State 
as  thofe  who  praCtife  Huibandry,  Mechanic  Arts,  (which  include  all  Ma¬ 
nufacturers)  thofe  engaged  in  Navigation  or  Fifheries,  and  Merchants  who 
purfue  fuch  Traffic  as  is  direCtly  or  eventually  profitable  to  their  Country. 
Land- Owners  live  on  the  Labour  of  others ;  licit  Dealers  among  them- 
felves  are  ufeful  for  mere  Convenience,  yet  they  add  nothing  to  the  Public 
Stock;  but  all  Jobbers  and  Engroffers,  of  every  Denomination,  if  they 
cannot  be  called  Drones,  are  at  belt  Wafps,  whofe  Activity  is  employed 
to  plunder  the  induftrious  Hive  of  their  Stores,  from  not  labouring,  but 
preying,  for  that  by  which  they  fubfid  or  grow  rich. 

In  thefe  Lights,  to  wife  Men,  do  the  feveral  Orders  of  a  national  Com¬ 
munity  appear,  as  far  as  regards  the  Opulence  and  Power  of  a  States  and 
by  fuch  guiding  Lights  mud  true  Policy  be  directed.  We  could  be  great 
without  Lords,  but  not  without  Merchants  or  Seamen.  We  might  be 
rich  without  Shopkeepers,  but  not  without  Mechanics.  We  could  have 
Plenty  without  Gentry,  but  not  without  Hufbandmen.  The  Iefs  Need 
we  had  of  Soldiers,  the  fecurer  we  fhould  be  i  the  lefs  Call  we  had  for 
Lawyers,,  the  more  Juflice  would  prevail ;  and  the  fewer  Jobbers  we  had 
among  us,  the  cheaper  would  be  our  Provifions.  All  of  thefe  add  nothing 
to  the  Profperity  of  the  State,  but  many  of  them  do  much  to  the  Difquiet 
of  it ;  and  the  latter,  as  far  mod  pernicious  of  all*,  do  not  a  little  diminifli, 
it ;  therefore,  of  all  Kinds  of  People,  intermediate  Dealers  are  the  word* 
from  being  the  mod  hurtful  to  the  other  Orders  of  the  Community  as  well 
as  to  the  State. 


It 


•  [  *H  ] 

It  is  not  my  Intention,  from  what  has  been  faid,  to  level  Dignities,  or 
to  depreciate  Profeffions,  becaufe  thofe  which  are  conflitutional  have  all 
their  great  or  real  Ufes.  The  Lords  are  a  balancing,  and  therefore  a 
neceffary  Eftate  of  the  Kingdom,  in  which  their  national  Merit  lies.  The 
Courts  of  Law  are  the  Difpenfers  of  Juftice,  and  naturally  the  Maintainers 
of  Right,  and  therein  thofe  of  that  Profeffion  have  great  Merit,  as  far  as 
their  Practice  is  regulated  by  a  ftridt  Regard  to  Truth  and  Equity,  but 
every  Thing  beyond  thofe  is  Iniquity;  for  no  Talents,  no  Knowledge, 
fhould  be  proftituted  for  Money  to  the  doing  of  Injullice,  as  whatever 
admits  of  fuch  is  an  Abufe.  The  honeft  Shopkeeper,  or  licit  Dealer,  is 
likewife  an  ufeful,  and,  of  Courfe,  worthy  Member  of  Society.  The 
Gentry,  if  they  would  live  more  in  the  Country,  and  within  their  Incomes, 
are  alfo  a  refpeCtable,  and,  conftitutionally,  would  be  an  ufeful  Order  of 
the  People ;  nor  can  it  be  faid  that  the  Soldiery  are  quite  an  ufelefs  Body 
of  Men  in  the  prefen t  State  of  the  Nation.  But  nothing  can  be  faid  in 
Favour  of  thofe  who  aCt  in  Oppofition  to  wholefome  Laws,,  and  deal  in 
Oppreffion  and  Injury ;  which  is  the  Practice  of  all  intermediate  Dealers 
in  the  Neceflaries  of  Life,  as  well  as  of  thofe  whofe  Traffic,  of  a  like  Kind, 
ferves  to  prejudice  any  of  the  great  Interefts  of  the  State. 

My  only  Aim  in  this  Representation  is  to  fhew  who  thofe  are  that  moft 
merit,,  and  need  the  greateft  Protection  and  Encouragement  for  the  Good 
of  the  Kingdom;  and,  on  the  contrary,  who  moft  require  being  retrain¬ 
ed,  or  to  have  their  Practices  put  an  End  to ;  or,  in  fhort,  where  it  is  for 
the  general  Interefl  to  fhew  Favour  or  grant  Indulgence,  or  to  apply  Ri¬ 
gour,  in  order  that  Reformation  may  take  Place. 

It  cannot  but  be  fuppofed  that  all  Men,  who  have  a  particular  Interefl 
to  purfue  or  promote,  will  confider  all  that  is  faid  on  this  Subject  with  a 
Bias  to  their  own  Interefl ;  but  fuch  Men  are  partial,  and  what  is  written 
on  thefe  Subjects  is  directed  to  thofe  who  are  otherwife,  as  all  Miniflers  of 
State,  Legiflators,  independent  and  honeft  Men  fhould  be,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  really  are,  becaufe  it  is  only  from  fuch  that  the  Reformation  can  be 
expeCted,  which  is  become  fo  greatly  needed  for  the  Happinefs  of  Indivi¬ 
duals  and  the  Welfare  of  the  State.  In  the  poorer  Orders  of  thofe  for 
whom  I  plead,  it  mull  be  allowed  to  be  alfo  much  wanted,  for  they  Hand 
not  more  in  Need  of  Kindnefs  than  they  do  of  right  Difcipline,  in  a  Variety 
of  Inftances,  as  I  fhall  next  endeavour  to  make  appear,  who  have  no  Ob¬ 
ject  in  View  but  the  Inveftigation  of  Truth,  and  the  promoting  of  Juftice 
in  a  relative  Light  to  all,  and  for  the  Good  of  the  whole  Community. 
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f~JP^O  preferve  Order  and  Peace;  to  adminifter  equal  Juftice  to  all;  to 
encourage  and  reward  Merit;  to  check  Vice,  and  punifh  Crimes 
which  are  hurtful  and  dangerous  to  Society,  are  among  the  great  Ends,  and 
confequently  the  chief  Duties  of  Government ;  and  the  lefs  Neglect  or  Par¬ 
tiality  there  appears  therein,  fo  much  the  more  perfect  and  meritorious  will 
the  Exercife  of  high  Power  appear  in  the  Eyes  of  Mankind. 

Without  the  Froth  of  florid,  vague,  and  commonly  fruitlefs  Declama¬ 
tion  on  the  Miferies  of  the  Poor,  I  have  endeavoured  to  reprefent  their 
great  Utility  to  the  State ;  and  with  (hewing  how  their  Hardfhips  and  Op- 
prefiions  are  made  hurtful,  nay,  dangerous  to  the  Community,  I  have  alfo 
pointed  out  by  what  Means  they  are  to  be  removed :  But  as  they,  like 
others,  have  all  the  Frailties,  Vices,  and  Errors  which  are  incident  to 
human  Nature,  the  Reftraints  of  Difcipline  are  of  Courfe  as  neceffary  as 
Protection  and  Kindnefs,  as  well  for  their  Happinefs  as  for  the  Good  of 
the  Kingdom. 

It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  where  Provifions  are  dear  Men  can¬ 
not  work  cheap,  and  that  the  Profperity  of  our  beft  Trade  depends  on  the 
Cheapnefs  of  Labour;  but  where  Provifions  are  cheap  Labour  may  be 
made  fo,  and  from  fuch  being  effected  that  Trade  will  become  flourifh- 
ing. 

The  natural  Effect  of  cheap  Living  will  be  every  where  cheap  Labour; 
for  Workmen,  like  Traders,  can  always,  from  the  Extent  of  their  Num¬ 
bers,  be  beat  down  to  a  living  Price  for  their  Commodity,  which  in  Effect 
Labour  is,  like  any  Thing  elfe  for  which  Agreement  is  made And  it  is 
ftrictly  agreeable  to  the  moft  virtuous  focial  Principles,  as  well  as  to  the 
Spirit  of  our  ConfHtution  and  the  Letter  of  our  antient  Lays,  nay,  indeed 
to  the  Laws  of  Nature,  to  compel  Men  to  act  as  they  fhould  do,  or  to 
punifh  them  for  doing  otherwife,  that  is,  doing  what  is  injurious  to 
others. 

The  Legiflature  has  always  exercifed  the  Power  of  regulating  the  Rates 
of  Labour;  and  while  it  is  done  in  fuch  a  Way  as  to  enable  Men  to  live 
in  a  Manner  becoming  their  State  of  Lift,  it  is  done  with  great  Juftice  : 
But  if  a  farther  Stimulation  be  added,  by  affording  an  Object  to  great  In- 
duftry  and  Frugality,  it  may  be  confidered  truly  honourable  as  well  as 
politic ;  and  if  Men  will  not  do  with  thefe,  then  the  coercive  Means  of 
Compulfion  and  Punifhment  are  with  Propriety  to  be  applied. 

That  too  many  of  our  Workmen  of  all  Kinds  will  be  vicious,  and  ab- 
flain  from  Labour,  even  when  in  a  State  of  the  utmofl  Neceffity,  is  but 
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too  common  a  Practice,  as  Experience  evinces ;  the  beft  Remedies  againft 
which  muft  be  a  careful  Difcharge  of  all  Clerical  and  Magifterial  Duties, 
with  every  needful  Increafe  of  Power  to  the  latter  for  fuch  falutary  Pur- 
pofes,  and  with  proper  Care,  in  the  Appointment  of  the  Magiftracy,  to 
make  it  able  and  refpeCtable. 

That  the  inferior  Part  of  People  in  Scotland  are  fo  much  better  difci- 
plined  and  inftruCted  than  thofe  of  England,  and  that  here  Diffenters  of 
all  Kinds  are  better  likewife  than  thofe  of  the  National  Church,  fhould  be 
conlidered  as  a  Reproach  to  the  Clergy  thereof.  Truth  fhould  not  in  any 
Point  be  thought  a  cenfurable  Severity,  in  what  concerns  the  Good  of  a 
Community,  and  the  Welfare  of  a  State.  We  fee  what  Influence  is  often 
acquired  by  enthufiaftic  DoCtrines  over  the  moft  ignorant,  profligate,  and 
wretched  of  human  Beings :  And  why  fhould  we  doubt  that  Difcourfes 
on  the  moral  and  relative  Duties,  with  InftruCtions  how  to  become  happy 
here  as  well  as  hereafter,  would,  with  the  affiftant  Force  of  good  Example, 
have  no  powerful  EffeCts  ?  If  all  thofe  Incitements  which  Government 
can  give  to  fuch  Endeavours  were  happily  fo  applied,  by  making  Utility 
in  the  Profefiion  the  fureft  Means  of  Advancement,  there  can  be  no  Doubt 
but  thefe,  with  the  Influence  and  authoritative  Admonitions  of  the  fupe- 
rior  Clergy,  would  go  far  in  correcting  the  Principles  and  reforming  the 
Manners  of  the  People,  efpecially  thofe  of  the  lower  Orders. 

To  this  good  EfFpCt  the  right  Difcharge  of  the  Magifterial  Offices  would 
prove  ftill  more  affiftant,  which  never  can  be  expected  till  the  Trade  of 
Jufticefhip  is  abolifhed,  and  public  Good,  not  private  Advantage,  made 
the  great  ObjeCt  of  aCting  in  the  Difcharge  of  their  Duty ;  the  Means  for 
doing  which  it  muft  be  needleis  to  point  out,  but  the  chief  is  that  of 
making  the  Commiffion  truly  honourable  and  refpeCtable. 

But  what  Admonitions  and  Encouragements  fail  to  accomplifh,  Punifh- 
ments  fhould  be  made  to  effect,  in  the  Appointments  of  which  our  Fore¬ 
fathers  appear  to  have  been  miftaken  in  their  Choice  of  Shame,  becaule 
accompanied  with  Infamy,  which  ferve  but  to  produce  Defperation.  The 
Pillories,  Bridewells,  the  Stocks  and  Whipping-Pofts,  are  therefore  not 
fit  Means  to  be  applied  for  Correction;  to  which  Purpofe  clofe  Confine¬ 
ment  and  hard  Labour  by  Tafk,  with  hard  Fare,  and  Hunger  for  Non¬ 
performance  of  it,  would  operate  more  effectually;  but  vicious  Society 
even  in  Punifhment,  where  the  End  is  Correction,  only  ferves  to  fortify 
the  Mind  in  its  Adherence  to  Error  or  Iniquity. 

All  Contracts  for  reciprocal  Confideratioos  muft  be  equally  binding; 
therefore  if  the  Matter  bargains  for  a  Day’s,  Week’s,  Month’s,  or  Year’s 
Work,  and  the  Man  for  Wages  for  any  of  thofe  Periods  of  Time,  they 
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•'ought  to  be  equally  punctual  in  their  Compliance  with  the  Agreement. 
The  Mailer  ought  then  no  more  to  be  difappointed  of  the  Labour  of  his 
Workman  (except  from  legal  Conflraint  or  evident  Neceffity)  than  the  Man 
of  his  Wages  when  they  are  become  honeflly  earned,  and  mere  Will  on 
either  Side  fhould  be  put  out  of  the  Queflion ;  fo  that  a  wanton  Breach 
on  the  Part  of  either  fhould,  on  the  proper  Proof  being  given,  be  punifhed 
by  the  Magiflrate,  in  a  dear  Cafe,  decifively,  without  the  Admiffion  of  an 
Appeal  that  would  be  attended  with  Expenet,  either  by  a  proportionate 
Fine,  if  recoverable  by  diftraining,  or,  if  not,  by  a  Chaflifement  that  would 
not  lead  to  a  Corruption  of  Manners’. 

The  Laws,  if  needful,  fhould  be  enforced  for  the  Punifhment  of  Idlenefs 
and  Vice;  and  Care  fhould  be  taken  to  have  them  effedtually  executed,  in 
order  to  terrify  Men  from  evil  doing;  which,  with  Encouragements  given 
them  to  do  well,  could  not  fail,  with  the  other  Means  that  have  been 
mentioned,  of  producing  all  defirable  good  EfFedts  to  Individuals  and  the 
State. 
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L  E  T  T  E  R  XI. 

THE  Revival  and  Enforcement  of  all  the  good  old  Laws  of  Police 
which  evil  Practice  had  made  obfolete,  and  the  eflablifhing  of  fuch 
new  ones  as  Changes  of  Circumflances  and  Refinements  in  wicked  Arti¬ 
fice  may  be  found  to  have  been  made  neceflary,  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  take 
Place,  from  recent  Inflances  of  great  Diflrefs  as  well  as  of  dangerous  Li- 
centioufnefs,  it  being  the  Duty  of  Government  alike  to  prevent  either,  as 
great  Evils  to  the  State;  and  we  can  have  no  Reafon  to  doubt  that  full  At¬ 
tention  will  be  bellowed  for  the  prefent  Cure  and  future  Prevention  of 
both. 

But  as  the  Civil  Power  is  that  which  is  only  conflitutional  in  this  King¬ 
dom,  and  in  the  Nature  of  Things  can  only  operate  with  real  Efficacy,  it 
mufl  greatly  depend  on  rightly  flrengthening  and  regulating  the  Magifte- 
rial  Office,  and  the  Dignity  given  to  the  Difcharge  of  it  by  a  wife  Choice 
of  Men,  that  can  effedt  Reformation  in  the  lower  Orders  of  People 
throughout  the  Kingdom,  by  the  Exertion  of  a  right  Difcipline,  and  efpe- 
cially  for  removing  the  many  dangerous  as  well  as  fhameful  Nufances  that 
are  feen  within  the  Bills  of  Mortality. 

It  mufl  be  confidered  as  indifputable  by  all  candid  Men,  that  none 
fhould  be  admitted  into  the  Commiffion  who  can  be  fuppofed  to  have 
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any  In'tereft,  from  the  Nature  of  their  Property  or  Profeflions,  in  the 
fcreening  or  countenancing  Iniquity  or  Abufe,  or  even  whofe  Circum- 
ftances  fubjeCt  them  to  Venality,  or  expofe  them  to  Corruption.  I  have 
heard  an  honeft  Magiftrate  mention  the  Means  by  which  others,  who  were 
not  fo,  could  make  a  Quarrel  between  two  vulgar  Women  produce  the 
Sum  of  fourteen  Shillings  in  the  Way  of  Trade;  and  which,  in  the 
Courfe  of  the  Proceedings,  would  probably  neceffitate  the  poor  infatuated 
Creatures  to  pawn  their  very  Cloaths,  or  other  Moveables,  for  the  Indul¬ 
gence  of  Rancour ;  and,  after  fo  Gripping  them,  would  influence  or  com¬ 
pel  them  to  make  Matters  up ;  which  fhameful  and  mifehievous  Practice 
mull  furely  be  deemed  inverting  the  very  Duties  of  Office. 

Great  Diforders  likewife  arife,  in  many  populous  Parts  of  the  King¬ 
dom,  from  the  aCtual  Want  of  refident  Magiftrates,  occafioned  by  Party 
Influence  or  Refentment,  arifing  from  another  Kind  of  partial  Intereft, 
which  is  no  lefs  felfiffi,  injurious,  or  ffiameful ;  and  which  has  equal  Ten¬ 
dency,  in  other  Modes,  to  promote  Vice,  Profligacy,  Idlenefs,  and  every 
Species  of  Guilt  and  Diforder.  It  muft  be  needlefs  to  enlarge  or  be  par-* 
ticular  with  regard  to  this  Source  of  Evil ;  but  Remedies  we  fhould  how¬ 
ever  hope  will  become  applied  by  a  wife  and  good  Government,  while 
Correction  can  be  effected,  for  that  may  not  be  found  practicable,  if  Evils 
are  fuffered  to  go  too  far. 

That  the  operative  Efficacy  of  a  Police  muft  principally  depend  on  the 
Abilities  and  Integrity  of  the  Magiftracy,  who  have  the  chief  executive  Part 
therein,  is  what  can  need  no  Arguments  to  prove,  any  more  than  that,  by 
no  other  Means,  Order,  Power,  or  Profperity  can  be  infured  to  a  Com¬ 
munity.  In  a  lefs  Degree  the  right  Difcharge  of  Parifh  Offices  muft  be 
conducive  to  that  End ;  and  that  ftrong  Enforcements  therein  are  become 
highly  requifite,  or  new  and  important  Regulations  to  be  inftituted,  it  muft 
be  needlefs  to  prove,  becaufe  fufficiently  obvious  to  thofe  who  have  it  in 
their  Power  to  apply  Remedies  of  either  Kind. 

All  Inftitutions  are  liable  to  be  corrupted,  and  by  Corruption  to  become 
inverted,  which  is  no  new  Obfervation ;  and  therefore  what  Machiavel 
fays  of  a  national  Conftitution  in  general,  is  equally  applicable  to  every 
operative  diftinCt  Part  of  it,  which  is.  That  jirfi  Principles  muft  be  fre¬ 
quently  recurred  to  for  the  Prefervation  of  its  Vigour ,  or  Reftoration  from 
Decay,  which  otherwife  would  end  in  Ruin.  And  a  Syftem  of  national 
Polity,  like  a  ufeful  Machine,  muft  always  be  kept  in  Order,  or  it  will 
foon  be  in  Ruins ;  for  negleCted  Diforder  in  one  Part  will  quickly  intro¬ 
duce  the  like  into  all,  and  then,  from  being  paft  Remedy,  Attempts  at 
Correction  will  be  fruitlefs,  becaufe  they  cannot  prove  effectual. 
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The  Body  of  a  People  are  not  apt  to  apprehend  conftitutional  or  poli¬ 
tical  Diforders,  and  therefore  they  are  generally  inattentive  to  fuch  fpecu- 
lative  Prognoftications  as  are  framed  from  rational  Deductions  of  EffeCts 
from  their  Caufes,  which  are,  however,  lure  in  their  Operations.  Hence 
it  has  happened  that  no  Nation  ever  availed  itfelf  properly  of  the  Examples 
of  fuch  Kinds  which  had  been  furnifhed  by  others,  any  more  than  the 
Jews  would  do  of  the  Admonitions  of  their  infpired  Prophets;  and  there¬ 
fore,  although  by  the  fpecial  Interpofition  of  Providence,  with  regard  to 
the  latter,  yet  it  was  by  the  Operations  of  Nature,  in  Caufes  and  EffeCls, 
that  their  Ruin  became  accomplifhed.  But  we,  who  have  ourlelves  been 
too  inattentive  to  Caufes,  now  behold  the  Effects  which  were  fpeculatively 
foretold  of  fome  which  had  but  lately  become  glaringly  apparent;  and 
truly  they  are  luch  as  fhould  ferve  to  fet  thofe  upon  ferious  Thinking, 
whole  Duty  it  is  fo  to  do,  how  Correction  may  be  effectually  applied  to 
the  Roots  of  fuch  Evils,  as  the  Caufes  of  them  muft  be  removed,  or  the 
experienced  EffeCts  will  be  frequent,  and  perhaps  every  Time  worfe;  nay, 
at  laft  muft  prove  fatal,  if  fuffered  to  continue,  from  growing  beyond  the 
Reach  of  Remedies. 

Corruptions  and  Abufes  in  their  Natures  are  generating,  and  a  lax  Dif¬ 
cipline  is  ever  the  fure  Introducer  of  Diforders.  The  Powers  of  preying 
on  one  Side,  and  the  Impunity  of  Vice  and  Idlenefs  on  the  other,  require 
equally  to  be  reftrained,  or  rather  totally  to  be  taken  away;  for  in  Propor¬ 
tion  only  as  ftriCt  Juftice  and  true  Difcipline  are  fupported,  a  Conftitution 
can  be  fafe,  or  a  State  profperous ;  or,  on  the  other  Hand,  the  former 
endangered,  and  the  latter  declining  to  Diforder  and  Debility ;  fuch  being 
always  and  every  where  to  be  confidered  as  unerring  Criterions  for  Deci- 
fions  in  thefe  Matters,  as  they  are  infallible  Tefts  of  fuch  Truths,  grounded 
alike  on  B.eafon  and  the  Experience  of  all  Ages. 
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LETTER  XII. 

^  V  % 

HAVIN  G  fhewn  that  Protection  and  Encouragement  is  due  to  In- 
duftry,  and  that  ftriCt  Difcipline  is  equally  requifite,  as  well  for  the 
Good  of  Individuals  as  of  the  State,  let  us  now  confider  the  Weight  of  the 
Burthens  on  the  Community,  which  are  created  by  their  Neceffities,  and 
the  various  Abuies  that  are  experienced  therein. 

That  it  is  a  great  Advantage  to  all  thofe  whofe  Condition  in  Life 
makes  Labour  ol  any  Kind  indilpenfibly  neceflary  for  their  Support,  to  be 
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induftrious,  fober,  and  frugal,  muft  be  confidered  as  indilputable,  becaufe 
they  are  Virtues  which  we  are  daily  feeing  do  lay  the  Foundations  of  every 
Degree  of  Fortune  and  Happinefs  in  the  Bufmeffes  of  Art,  nay,  in  that  of 
mere  Labour,  at  leaft,  of  Comfort  and  Efteem,  and  not  unfrequently  of 
Advancement  in  Life.  Thefe  are  therefore  powerful  Encouragements  to 
the  voluntary  pradtifing  of  thofe  folid  and  felf-ferving  Virtues,  which  are 
rarely  feen  to  fail  of  infuring  their  own  Rewards.  But  as  there  is  rarely 
any  Medium  in  their  Condudt  between  the  Practice  of  thofe  Virtues  and 
their  opposite  Vices,  which  are  Idlenefs,  Druhkennefs,  and  Improvidence, 
the  general  Community  muft  owe  to  itfelf  the  Care  of  guarding  againft 
the  Effedts  of  them  to  its  own  Prejudice.  That  Public  which  is  benefited 
by  individual  Induftry,  owes  Relief  to  its  real  Wants;  a  right  Senfe  of 
which  Duty  has  been,  and  now  is,  the  Foundation  of  all  inftituted  Re¬ 
liefs  in  the  real  Cafes  of  Neceffity  which  are  derived  from  Accidents  or 
real  Caufes,  fuch  as  hard  Times,  Want  of  Work,  Sicknefs,  or  perfonal 
Hurt,  or  from  the  natural  Incapacity  of  old  Age  for  Labour.  In  all  of 
thefe,  or  fimilar  Cafes,  fit  Afllftance  is  their  Due ;  but  then  it  muft  be  con¬ 
fidered  as  no  lefs  the  Due  of  the  Public,  not  to  be  expofed  to  fuch  Bur¬ 
thens  from  Indulgence  in  the  Vices  above-mentioned,  which  fhould  not 
be  fuffered  with  Impunity,  becaufe  how  much  foever  Liberty  may  intitle 
Individuals  wantonly  to  make  themfelves  miferable,  it  cannot  intitle  them 
to  inflidt  Punifhments  on  others,  which  in  Fadt  will  prove  the  Cafe,  when, 
in  Confequence  of  their  own  Vices,  others  become  compelled  to  maintain 
them;  and  fo  far  as  Parifh  Taxes  operate  to  this  End,  they  ought  to  be  con¬ 
fidered  as  public  Evils. 

A  Man  who  wilfully  lofes  a  Day’s  Pay  from  Idlenefs,  and  at  the  fame 
fpends  that  of  another  in  Intemperance,  is  therein  doubly  deficient  in  his  - 
Duty  to  the  Public,  as  well  as  to  himfelf  or  Family,  and  by  the  Laws  of 
the  Land  he  is  punifhable  for  both  Offences.  But  of  what  Ufe  are  Laws 
if  they  are  not  duly  executed  ?  which  is  unhappily  the  Cafe.  Herein  then 
lies  a  principal  Caufe  of  the  Excefs  of  Parifh  Taxes ;  and,  what  is  ftill  a 
worfe  Evil,  the  great  Lofs  to  the  State  of  fo  much  ufeful  Labour. 

Obfervation  fhould  convince  us  the  Maxim  is  falfe.  That  Men  will  not 
labour  but  from  prefing  Neceffity  y  becaufe  we  do  fee  they  will  be  inauftri- 
ous  for  the  Comforts  of  Life,  as  well  as  for  getting  forward  in  it;  while 
there  are  others  who,  for  Indulgence  of  Vice  and  Idlenefs,  will  fuffer  all 
Kinds  of  Wretchednefs.  Encouragements  fhould  therefore  be  given  to 
Well-doing,  and  Temptations  to  ill  Condudt  fhould  as  much  as  pofiible 
be  removed;  but  if  with  thefe  Precautions  the  latter  is  ftill  purfued,  then 
Punifhments  become  neceffary,  and  fhould  rigidly  be  adminiftered. 

B  b  2 


That 


E  r92  ] 

That  there  are,  however.  Workmen  of  all  Kinds  who  do  avowedly 
negledt  their  Labour,  to  the  Difappointment  of  their  Matters  and  the  In¬ 
jury  of  the  Public,  and  alfo  indulge  themfelves  in  Drunkennefs,  on  the 
Plea  of  Parifh  Obligation  to  provide  for  them  and  their  Families,  are  Fadls 
notorious,  becaufe  frequent,  and  may  ferve  to  account  in  one  Way  for  the 
common  Obfervation,  that  in  no  other  Country  there  are  fuch  public  and 
private  Reliefs  for  the  Poor  as  in  this,  and  yet  in  no  other  does  there 
appear  fo  much  and  fo  great  Wretchednefs.  But  thefe  however  are  not 
all  the  Caufes,  for  there  are  three  others  that  equally  operate,  which  are 
thefe ;  a  defective  or  corrupt  Police,  Abufes  in  Parifh  Management,  and 
too  many  Temptations  to  Indulgences  of  Diffipation. 

It  is  a  melancholy  Confideration,  that  the  Duties  on  Strong  Beer  and 
Spirits  are  made  fuch  Objects  of  high  Confideration,  as  to  make  the  very 
Encouragement  of  Drunkennefs  almoft  a  political  Virtue;  and  it  is  equally 
fuch,  that  the  very  Magifterial  Office  has  often  been  made  the  Means  of 
countenancing,  for  Self-Intereft,  the  moft  infamous  Houfes  and  profligate 
Fra&ices,  which  was  corrupting  the  Stream  of  public  Manners,  it  may 
be  faid,  at  its  very  Source. 

Nor  is  it  lefs  to  be  lamented,  that  a  Turn  to  the  moft  trifling  Diffipa- 
tions  in  the  higher  Orders  of  Parifhioners  has  thrown  all  Parifh  Duties  into 
the  Hands  of  thofe  who  are  leaft  qualified  for,  or  ought  leaft  to  be  trufted 
with,  the  Execution  of  them.  Hence  do  we  fee,  in  too  many  Parifhes, 
ipcreafed  Rates  to  np  good  Purpofe,  from  a  Game  in  Dealings  being 
played  by  Parifh-Officers  into  the  Hands  of  one  another,  and  with  great 
Watte  in  extravagant  Expences,  while  the  Poor  are  farmed  out  to  thofe 
whofe  Intereft  it  naturally  becomes  to  make  the  moft  of  them  that  is  pof- 
fible,  which  makes  unhappy  Wretches  rather  hazard  perifhing  in  the 
Streets,  as  Vagrants  and  Beggars,  than  fubmit  to  the  Sufferings  experi¬ 
enced  in  Workhoufes,  of  which  we  may  be  able  to  frame  fome  juft  Idea? 
from,  what  the  Public  has  lately  been  informed,  of  the  Deftrudtion  of  In¬ 
fants  under  Parifh  Care;  and  while  the  inferior  Parifh-Officers,  or  Ser¬ 
vants,  are  feen  fo  negligent  in  their  Duty,  from  the  numberlefs  Nufances 
which  appear  every  where  in  the  Streets,  even  to  unremoved  Shoals  of 
Beggars ;  and,  as  muft  he  fuppofed,  the  Prote<5tion,  for  Confiderations,  of 
the  moft  open  and  abandoned  Profligacy. 

Thefe,  with  the  numberlefs  Temptations  to  Idlenefs  and  Diffipation  of 
every  Kind,  and  the  Trade  of  Jufticefhip  in  all  its  Branches,  are  what  ferve 
to  fill  the  Kingdom  with  every  Species  of  Folly,  Vice,  Iniquity,  and; 
Wretchednefs,  to  the  making  it  what  may  be  truly  called  fuch  an  Augean. 
Stable  as  requires  Herculean  Labour  to  cleanfe;  but  which  Work  muft 
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foon  be  fet  about,  or  it  will  really  be  found  impracticable.  Perfect  Order, 
we  well  know,  it  is  impolTible  to  prderve;  but  an  entire  Relaxation  of 
Principle  and  Difcipline,  from  the  Introduction  of  corrupt  Practices,  mull 
tend  to  the  Production  of  every  Thing  that  is  ruinous  ;  for  when  it  be¬ 
comes  the  general  Practice  to  act  from  the  Maxim  of  the  Devil  take  the 
hmdmojl ,  it  cannot  be  long  beiore  all  will  really  go  in  a  certain  Way. 

PUBLICOLA. 
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LETTER  XIII. 

IT  will  hardly  be  fuppofed  I  can  poflibly  want  Information,  that  moft 
of  the  Regulations  now  mentioned  concerning  Matters  and  Workmen 
have  for  a  long  Time  been  made,  and  ftill  are  in  Force,  though  their  being 
fo  avails  little;  for  of  what  Importance  are  Regulations  if  not  duly  ob- 
ferved  ?  They  may  be  as  well  abrogated  as  not  executed.  On  the  per¬ 
fecting  of  thofe  Laws,  therefore,  and  the  effectual  Enforcement  of  their 
due  Execution,,  mutt  depend  the  Removal  of  the  various  Abules  in  Deal¬ 
ings  in  the  Neceffaries  of  Life,  which  lo  greatly  opprels  the  Poor,  and  in¬ 
jure  every  other  Order  of  People;  as  alfo  the  Prevention  of  Idlenefs  and 
the  Suppreflion  of  Vice,  (but*  particularly  that  of  Intemperance)  which 
are  fo  corruptive  of  Manners,  fo  deftructive  of  Order,  and  in  their  Effects 
ferve  fo  much  to  burthen  Parifhes,  deprive  the  State  of  the  Advantages  of 
ufeful  Labour,  fill  the  Streets  and  Roads  with  Plunderers  of  every  Kind, 
croud  Prifons  with  Debtors,  Bridewells  with  Mifcreants,  the  whole  King^ 
dom  with  Vagrants  and  Beggars,  and  make  the  yearly  Numbers  of  our  Fe¬ 
lons  fo  much  exceed  thofe  of  any  other  Nation,  nay,  poflibly  greater  than 
«>f  all  the  reft  of  Europe  together. 

It  is  an  old  Obfervation,  that  Laws  of  Policy  will  in  a  great  Degree 
prove  ufelefs,  unlefs  they  are  fo  framed  as  to  execute  themfelves ;  which, 
with  regard  to  moft  Matters,  in  a  great  Degree,  it  fhould  be  thought;  they 
might  be  made  to  do.  But  were  that  to  be  found  impracticable,  furely 
the  inftituting  of  a  general  Board  for  fuperintending  the  Execution  of  the 
Police  of  South-Britain ,  (for  in  Scotland  it  does  not  appear  to  be  wanted) 
to  act  under  the  yearly  Infpection  of  Parliament,  as  well  as  conftantly  under 
that  of  Government,  and  with  due  Care  taken  for  keeping  it  active  and 
uncorrupt,  might  be  made  to  operate  effectually  for  fo  important  a 
Purpofe. 

The 
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The  Turn  of  the  Public  Mind,  and  the  EfFeSs  thereof,  are  likewife 
Matters  deferving  of  the  higheft  Attention,  becaufe  thereon  the  Principles 
and  Manners,  the  Virtues  and  Vices  of  a  People,  will  ever  greatly  depend. 
The  late  ingenious  Mr.  Henry  Fielding ,  in  one  of  his  Works,  characterized 
the  Turn  of  the  Age,  with  Propriety,  by  the  Epithet  Trifling,  as  the 
late  Lord  Bohngbroke  did  m  Jlronger  Terms  to  the  fame  Effedi .  A  more 
contemptible  Character  no  People  can  acquire.'  It  is  what  we  have  dis¬ 
graced  ourfelves  with  by  our  too  free  Intercourles  with  the  French', 
a  People  who  owe  to  their  futile  Verfatility,  Levity  of  Temper,  and  ftrong 
Attention  to  Trifles,  (of  which  the  Great  Montefquieu  and  all  their  beft 
Writers  accufe  them)  the  Lofs  of  their  Freedom,  and  their  Inability  to 
recover  or  maintain  it.  How  far  the  reproachful  Character  of  the  Times, 
which  has  been  mentioned,  continues  to  be  deferved,  may  be  determined 
by  a  Survey  of  the  moft  fplendid  Routs,  Affemblies,  and  all  other  Kinds 
of  Meetings,  down  to  the  numberlefs  fauntering  Rendezvoufes  for  Difli- 
pation  that  are  in  and  about  the  Metropolis,  as  well  as  fcattered  through¬ 
out  the  Kingdom ;.  the  Operas,  and  Practice  of  going  to  them,  which 
latter  is  evidently  for  Fafhion,  and  not  from  Tafte  for  Mufic ;  the  State 
of  the  Play-Houfes,  and  the  Entertainments  which  they  furnifh ;  the 
ceafelefs  Bufinefs  of  the  Gaming-Table;  the  prevailing  Tafte  for  Read¬ 
ing,  as  alfo  for  Drefs,  and  the  frequent  Summer  Jaunts  of  the  lower  Or¬ 
ders  of  People,  through  Dull,  into  the  Country,  and  Extravagance. 

Thefe  are  all  Circumflances  of  Tafte  that  exemplify  the  Turn  of  the 
Times,  which  is  ftrong  to  Trifling  and  Diflipation;  while  for  Means  to 
indulge  in  which,  every  Species  of  Fraud,  Rapine,  and  Knavery  is  be- 
.  come  praCtifed.  Solid  Happinefs  is  negleCted  for  Indulgence  in  unfatif- 
faCtory  Pleafures,  the  ftrong  Purfuits  of  which  leave  no  Leifure  to  Men 
for  the  Dil charge  of  thofe  public  Duties  that,  in  one  Kind  or  another,  are 
due  from  all  to  the  Community. 

Parifhes  and  the  Public  at  large,  from  the  Generality  of  Practice,  might 
have  been,  and  doubtlefs  often  was,  greatly  benefited  by  the  Tavern  Meetings 
of  a  Neighbourhood  of  Men  to  converfe,  becaufe  they  naturally  introduced 
fuch  Topics  of  Difcourfe  as  were  interefting  to  them  in  common ;  from 
whence  Nufances  and  Abufes  became  removed,  and  Order  in  many  Points 
maintained;  but  no  Advantage  refults  from  Tavern-Mufic,  Dancing,  and 
Card-Meetings,  which  are  ftill  more  expenfive;  and  if  in  the  latter  there 
is  more  Sobriety,  there  is  alfo  more  of  the  over-balancing  Qualities  towards 
Evil,  of  Levity  and  Trifling,  which,  as  Paffions,  are  debating,  efpecially 
in  Stations  and  at  Ages  in  which  the  ferious  Turn  is  becoming,  and  muft 
be  requifite.  Nor  can  frequent  public  Intercourfes  of  both  Sexes  tend  to 
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create  domeftic  or  any  Kind  of  folid  Happinefs,  while  they  greatly  weaken 
common  Security.  It  would  be  unrealonable  to  fuppole  that  the  Quakers 
are  not  as  happy  as  they  are  an  orderly,  and  in  general  are  feen  to  be,  a 
profperous  People ;  and  that  they  do  better  dilcharge  their  public  as 
well  as  private  Duties,  is  certainly  a  Reproach  to  others  who  fo  highly 
negleCt  both. 

Things  are  off  their  true  Bias,  when  national  Folly  makes  the  Con¬ 
triver  ot  any  Scene  of  Diffipation  (a  Caufe  of  Abufe  and  Wade  of  Time, 
which  are  injurious  to  a  State)  a  more  profperous  Man  than  the  Mer¬ 
chant,  who  employs  a  Fortune,  and  feduloufly  exerts  his  Talents  in  a 
Trade  that  finds  Employment  for  Numbers,  and  returns  great  Wealth  to 
his  Country ;  when  a  Fiddler  is  careffed  as  a  Perfon  of  high  Merit,  and 
an  ingenious  uleful  Artift  is  looked  upon  as  a  contemptible  Fellow;  when 
the  Incomes  of  Players,  of  hut  moderate  Abilities,  are  made  to  exceed 
thofe  of  Admirals  and  Generals,  and  thofe  of  their  Patented  Superiors  are 
feen  to  lurpafs  the  Appointments  of  Ambaffadors,  or  Great  Officers  of 
State;  and  while  Mummers,.  Buffoons,  Makers  of  ufelefs  Dexterity,  or 
Pimps  to  the  filliefl  of  Paftimes,  are  not  only  made  wealthy,  but  alio  the 
Object  of  Admiration;  while  the  Poffeffors  of  real  KnowJedge,  and  the 
Profeffors  of  ufeful  Science,  are  negleCted  or  over-looked  ;  and  the  brave 
Land  and  Sea  Officers,  whether  maimed  or  found,  who  had  fought  their 
Country’s  Battles,  and  acquired  it  great  and  valuable  Pofieffions,  are 
forced  to  l'culk  into  Penury,  negleded  and  in  Obfcurity,  as  Men  unde- 
ferving  ot  Reward  or  Commileration. 

Thefe  will  be  ever  ftriking  Examples  of  the  Degeneracy  of  Times, 
and  Inftances  of  what  Clamour  for  Correction,  for  the  Honour,  as  well 
as  Security,  of  a  State  and  People. 

PUBLICOLA. 
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LETTER  XIV. 

HOW  far  an  effential  or  thorough  Reform  in  our  national  Police  may 
contribute,  with  good  Example  and  fome  other  affifiant  Means,  to 
give  a  new  Turn  to  the  Public  Mind  concerning  fuch  and  fimilar  Points 
as  were  touched  on  in  my  laft  Letter,  as  well  as  to  correCt  fuch  Abufes  in 
Practice  of  various  Kinds  as  have  been  difturbing  the  Peace  and  deftroy- 
ing  the  great  Interefts  of  the  Kingdom,  there  is  no  pretending  to  fay, 
however  greatly  to  be  wiffied ;  but  as  the  cleanfing  of  the  Augean  Stable,, 
or  removing  the  Filth  of  evil  and  corrupt  Practices,  has  been  an  Under- 
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taking  long  thought  highly  needful,  and  pretended  to  be  engaged  in  by 
thofe  who  fucceflively  affumed  the  Character  of  Patriots,  it  may  now,  it 
fhould  be  hoped,  be  expedted  to  be  fet  ferioufly  about,  becaufe  recent 
Tranfadtions  lo  ferve  effectually  to  demonftrate  the  Neceflity  of  its  being 
done. 

Pafs  we  now  to  the  Confideration  of  other  Political  Evils  that  are  de¬ 
fending  of  the  higheft  Attention  5  among  which  is  the  Drain  of  Wealth 
that  continues  open  from  this  Kingdom  to  another,  which  is  our  natural 
Rival  and  Enemy,  from  Caufes  the  molt  pernicious,  and  to  the  Amount 
of  double  more  than  we  gain  by  our  Commerce  with  all  the  reft  of 
Europe . 

This  immenfe  Drain  of  our  vital  Powers  is  to  France ,  and  flows  thro* 
two  Channels;  namely,  the  Smugglers  of  both  Kingdoms,  and  our  Ram¬ 
blers  into  that  Country. 

By  the  Eftimates  that  have  been  made,  on  the  beft  Authorities,  this 
Kingdom  has  not  for  many  Years  paid  lefs  than  a  Million  for  the  Trade  that 
is  carried  on  by  native  Smugglers,  of  which  at  leaft  Half  muft  be  fuppofed 
to  go  to  France ;  and  when  it  is  confidered  that  there  is  hardly  an  adtual 
refident  French  Subjedt  in  this  Kingdom  who  is  not  concerned  in  Smug¬ 
gling,  and  what  Numbers  there  are  of  them,  befides,  who  are  continually 
palling  backwards  and  forwards  between  the  two  Kingdoms,  all  employed 
in  the  fame  Trade,  it  muft  be  reafonable  to  fuppofe  they  likewife  drain  us 
of  an  annual  large  Sum;  to  which  if  we  add  the  great  Smuggling  which 
is  known  to  be  carried  on  between  Scotland ,  Ireland 9  and  that  Kingdom, 
it  muft  be  greatly  under-eftimating  the  whole  Balance  France  fo  gains,  by 
computing  it  at  a  Million  in  Money,  befides  the  Wooll  that  is  carried  to 
that  Kingdom  from  Great-Britain  and  Irela?id,  which  is  an  Article  ftill 
more  difadvantageous  to  us  than  Gold  :  And  if  we  add  to  thefe  the  exceffive 
Sums  that  are  drawn  from  us  to  be  expended  by  our  Travellers  in  that 
Kingdom,  it  can  hardly  be  fuppofed  that  the  whole  ufual  Balance  we  have 
paid  in  Money  to  France  was  lefs  than  two  Millions  Sterling,  which  ex¬ 
press  Sum  has  by  many  been  reckoned  about  the  Profits  fo  made  of  us, 
exclufive  of  our  Wooll. 

This,  therefore,  is  an  Objedt  that  Ihould  be  deemed  highly  deferving  of 
the  moft  ferious  Attention ;  for  with  all  the  Reftridtions  that  have  been 
lately  contrived,  and  all  the  Diligence  that  has  been  ufed  to  check  Smug¬ 
gling,  there  can  be  no  Doubt  entertained  that  the  Drain  on  this  Kingdom 
by  illicit  Trade,  and  from  the  fafhionable  Phrenzy  which  fends  People  to 
France ,  is  ftill,  and  will  continue,  enormous,  unlefs  farther  Means  are 
ufed  to  leflen  it  by  every  poffible  Method. 
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A  Capitation  Tax  on  all  trading  Foreigners  in  this  Kingdom  (except 
Merchants  actually  fettled  in  Houfes  of  Bufmefs,  and  fuch  as  pay  the  Alien 
Duties)  as  has  lately  been  talked  of,  will  undoubtedly  be  a  wife  Meafure, 
and  was  it  even  to  be  extended  to  all  in  other  Employments,  except  Ma¬ 
nufacturing,  it  might  prove  ftill  more  effectual.  Nor  (hould  it  be  thought 
unreafonable  for  a  Tax  to  be  laid  on  all  Britijh  Subjects  going  out  of  the 
Kingdom  to  France  or  the  Low  Countries,  Merchants  and  Mariners  ex¬ 
cepted,  having  Certificates  of  being  fuch;  for  nothing  can  be  more  reafbn- 
able  than  to  make  People  pay  to  the  State  for  indulging  themfelves  in 
what  is  injurious  to  it. 

^  Great  muft  be  the  Prejudice  done  to  the  State  by  fuffering  a  temporary 
Refidence  of  Foreigners  in  this  Kingdom,  in  any  Kinds  of  Bufinefs  that 
interferes  with  the  Employments  of  Natives,  becaufe  they  not  only  drain 
the  Kingdom,  in  the  End,  of  the  Fruits  of  their  Labour,  but  alfo,  by 
(landing  in  the  Way  of  Natives,  obftruCt  national  Population.  Every  Ac- 
quifition  of  ufeful  People,  efpecially  with  new  or  improved  Arts,  if  they 
come  over  actually  to  fettle  and  incorporate  with  us,  is  undoubtedly  bene¬ 
ficial  ;  but  Comers  and  Goers,  or  mere  tranfitory  Refidents,  muft  be  as 
greatly  prejudicial,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  difcouraged. 

But  ftill  more  injurious,  as  well  as  highly  di (graceful,  is  the  Pradice  of 
condefcending  to  adopt  the  Tafte,  and  borrow  the  Faihions,  of  a  rival 
Country  in  Manufacturing  and  Trade,  becaufe  it  is  a  great  Self-letting- 
down  in  the  Eyes  of  all  Europe,  from  fuch  acknowledged  Superiority 
therein.  Many  fuperior  Arts  to  thole  of  France ,  in  the  Opinions  of  all 
Nations,  have  we  facrificed  by  this  Folly;  which  nothing  can  cure  but 
the  Prevalence  of  Senfe  and  Virtue,  to  which,  in  a  national  Senfe,  we  feem. 
to  pay  too  little  Regard.  It  cannot  be  for  our  Dignity  or  Intereft  to  copy 
them  in  any  fuch  Art;  but  it  furely  is  to  rival  them  in  all ;  and  therefore 
Pity  it  (hould  be  thought  that  our  very  Ladies  want  the  Spirit  to  let  a 
right  Value  on  their  own  Tafte  and  Importance,  or  (hew  lefs  patriot  Re¬ 
gard  than  Frenchmen  do  for  the  great  Interefts  of  their  Country.  But 
the  contrary  is  a  national  Infatuation  almoft  peculiar  to  ourfelves,  and  of 
infinite  Difgrace  and  Difadvantage  to  the  Kingdom,  which  we  may  wifely 
(hake  off,  as  difhonourable  to  retain. 

PUBLICOL  A. 
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LETTER  XV. 

AMONG  the  fatal  Errors  of  Policy  which  have  for  a  long  Time 
prevailed  in  this  Kingdom,  no  one  has  been  fo  abfurd  as  that  of 
thinking  it  was  for  our  Advantage  to  borrow  Money  of  Foreigners  on  the 
Mortgage  to  them  of  all  Property  and  Labour  in  the  Kingdom,  and  with 
the  burthening  of  both  with  Taxes,  or  the  Payment  of  Intereft. 

There  may  indeed  have  been  critical  Times,  in  which  the  Exigencies 
of  Affairs  might  have  authorized  fuch  Meafures  from  Neceffity,  and  no- 
other  Plea  could  warrant  them.  But  thofe  Times  of  Difficulty  got  over* 
it  fhould  have  been  made  the  unremitting  Care  of  Government  to  have 
got  rid  of  thofe  Burthens,  as  well  to  prevent  fuch  a  Drain  of  Money  from* 
us  as  the  annual  Intereft  amounted  to,  as  to  fecure  future  State^Meafures 
from  becoming  embarrafled  by  other  Powers,  from  the  Influence  they 
might  therefrom  acquire  on  our  national  Credit,  upon  which  the  Means 
for,  and  Succefs  of  extraordinary  Operations  muft  always  chiefly  depend. 

But  however  public  Opinion  may  have  erred  in  thefe  Matters,  it  fhould 
be  confidered  as  unreafonable  to  fuppofe  that  Minifters  could  want  the 
Underftanding  to  judge  rightly  thereof,  as  they  muft  be  qualified  for  com¬ 
paring  public  with  private  Concerns,  in  fimilar  Cafes,  and  fuch  as  they 
could  not  but  be  familiar  with*  of  which,  the  following  is  moft  obvi¬ 
ous  j  the  different  Conditions  of  one  Man  who  has  Mortgages  on  all  his 
Neighbours  Eftates,  and  of  another  on  whofe  Eftate  all  his  Neighbours 
have  Mortgages*  one  being  confequently  in  great  Affluence  and  Power, 
and  the  other,  on  the  contrary,  in  Penury,  Difficulties,  and  an  almoft  help- 
lefs  and  defencelefs  Condition. 

This  Comparifon  holds  equally  with  refped:  to  States  and  Individuals ; 
therefore  we  ought  not  to  afiign  to  aWant  of  Knowledge  in  Minifters,  what 
can  only  rationally  be  attributed  to  a  Want  of  honefty  in  them.  Neceffity 
might  have  conftrained  the  State  to  run  in  Debt  to  whoever  could  fupply 
it  with  Money  in  a  Time  of  War  or  Diftrefs,  but  no  fatisfa&ory  Apology 
can  be  made  for  neglecting  to  ufe  every  poffible  Means  for  the  Difcharge 
of  thofe  Debts  in  the  fucceeding  Times  of  Peace,  and  more  efpecially  fuch 
Parts  of  them  as  we  owed  to  Foreigners,  as  well  for  increafing  our  Re- 
fources  in  future,  by  lhutting  up  a  continual  Drain  of  Wealth  from  us,  as 
for  freeing  ourfelves  from  the  Influence  of  Creditors,  which  they  might 
employ  to  our  Embarraflment. 

Statefmen  could  not  poffibly  be  fo  ignorant  as  not  to  perceive  the  wide 
Difference  between  being  great  Creditors  or  Debtors  to  other  Nations,  or 
between  a  trading  Kingdom’s  being  burthened  with  grievous  Taxes  to  pay 
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Intereft  to  Foreigners,  or  being  only  lightly  taxed  for  the  Support  of  Go¬ 
vernment,  while  overflowing  with  folid  circulating  Wealth,  and  at  the 
fame  Time  having  Tides  of  Riches  continually  flowing  in,  not  only  from 
a  flourifhing  Trade,  which  is  the  lure  Confequence  cf  cheap  Labour  and 
Living,  but  alfo  for  Intereft  of  large  Loans  to  other  Countries,  which  the 
refpedive  People  of  them  would  be  toiling  and  trading  under  every  Difad- 
vantage  to  pay ;  I  fay,  it  muft  be  impoffible  for  Statefmen  not  to  be  fen- 
fible  of  fuch  a  Difference  in  Situations,  and  therefore  a  contrary  Conduct 
was  certainly  more  imputable  to  Guilt  in  them  than  Ignorance ;  yet  fuch 
were  the  oppofite  Schemes  of  Policy  in  a  Burleigh  and  a  Walpole ,  that  of 
the  former  being  ftreight  and  honeft,  that  of  the  latter  crooked  and  inir 

quitous. 

The  Author  of  a  Work,  lately  publifhed,  has  fuggefted,  that  the  great 
Object  of  all  Adminiftrations,  for  a  long  Time  part:,  has  been  their  own 
Intereft,  which  evidently  tallies  with  the  Opinions  now  delivered  concern¬ 
ing  the  Wifdom  of  public  Meafures.  Indeed  Colley  Cibber ,  of  facetious 
Memory,  did  indirectly  juftify  all  Adminiftrations  from  the  Revolution  to 
near  the  End  of  his  own  Life,  by  faying  the  People  had  found  Fault  with 
them  all,  ergo ,  (as  we  muft  fuppofe  he  conceived)  the  People  muft  have 
been  always  in  the  Wrong,  becaufe,  as  he  obferved,  all  Minifters  could 
not  have  been  fo ;  and  there  are  Abundance  of  Politicians  now  who  we 
are  continually  hearing  deliver  the  fame  Opinion,  for  Reafons  that  they 
themfelves  muft  be  fuppofed  to  know  beft.  But  fome  few  Men  may  per¬ 
haps  think  that  honeft  Colley  underftood  much  more  of  the  Affairs  of  the 
Sta^e  than  he  did  of  thofe  of  the  State ;  or  as  his  own  Theatrical  Admini- 
ftration  was  often  greatly  objected  to,  and  to  be  fure  he  thought  without 
Reafon,  it  may  be  fuppofed  he  judged  of  public  Opinion  with  regard  to 
Minifters  as  he  did  with  refped  to  himfelf,  and  confequently  concluded  it 
muft  always  be  wrong  when  Difapprobation  was  expreffed ;  and  we  may- 

farther  fuppofe,  that  Mr.  G - k  and  the  moft  felfifh  or  hated  Statefman 

of  later  Times  have  been  exactly  of  the  fame  Opinion  on  all  Occurrences 
of  fuch  a  Kind. 

In  the  Degrees  of  Cenfure,  however,  we  may  difcriminate  Men,  and 
candidly  allow,  that  although  all  may  have  been  faulty,  yet  fuch  they  have 
been  in  very  different  Degrees.  We  know  that  neither  Wifdom  or  Virtue 
is  perfed  in  human  Beings.  But  the  Trial  of  our  prefent  fuppofed  Pre¬ 
mier  is  yet  to  be  made  in  Times  of  Peace ;  and  it  is  to  the  Credit  of  his 
Colleagues  that  they  have  not  yet  been  unpopular;  fo  that  it  may  at  leaft 
be  hoped  they  will,  in  thefe  Matters,  ad  on  better  Syftems  than  their  Pre- 
deceffors. 


C  c  a 


It 


» 
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It  is  the  Defign  of  this  Letter  to  fliew  that  the  true  Policy,  and  of 
Courfe  the  true  Intereft  of  this  Kingdom,  has  in  general,  for  many  Years 
paft,  been  either  not  rightly  underftood,  or  not  honeftly  purfued,  and  that 
much  of  public  Opinion  thereon  has  been  likewife  erroneous,  from  fup-  ' 
pofing  that  it  was  for  our  national  Good  rather  to  be  Debtors  than  Credi¬ 
tors  to  foreign  Nations,  and  aXing  accordingly.  But  there  are  other 
Lights  in  which  thefe  ObjeXs  may  require  to  be  fet ;  not,  as  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  for  the  Information  of  Statefmen,  but  others,  which  I  £hali  accord¬ 
ingly  next  proceed  to  do. 

PUBLICOLA. 
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LETTER  XVI. 

HAV I N  G  (hewn  that  this  Kingdom  muft  fuffer  by  an  open  Drain 
of  Money  from  it,,  to  pay  the  Intereft  due  to  Foreigners  for  a  great 
Quantity  of  our  national  Funds,  the  Taxes  for  doing  which  muft  always 
unhappily  affeX  our  Trade,  and  that  their  poflefEngfo  much  of  the  fund¬ 
ed  Debts  of  this  Kingdom  naturally  gives  them  fuch  an  Influence  as  they 
may  occafionally  employ  to  our  Prejudice,  by  fo  wounding  our  public  Cre¬ 
dit  as  to  embarrafs  us  in  the  railing  of  Supplies  to  Government,  I  lhall 
next  point  out  the  obvious  Means  which  it  furnilhes,  to  the  Dutch  elpe- 
cially,  of  extending  that  Drain  of  Wealth  from  us  by  the  Practice  of 
Stock-jobbing,  which  in  our  Stocks  is  become  almoft  as  common  in  Hol¬ 
land  as  m  England. 

We  all  know  the  chief  of  Dutch  Property  is  of  the  trading  and  monied 
Kinds,  and  that  their  Country  is  not  only  the  Centre  of  political  Negoti¬ 
ations,  but  alfo  of  commercial  Exchanges.  The  principal  Merchants  at 
Amfterdam  have  great  Influence  in  the  State  of  that  Country,  as  great  Con¬ 
nexions  with  foreign  Countries,  nay,  even  with  fome  foreign  Courts,  and 
have  alfo  immenfe  Sums  of  Money  ready  at  their  Difpofal  for  any  Kinds 
of  promifing  Engagements.  Thefe  are  all  Circumftances  which  give  them 
very  great  Advantages  in  fpeculative  Stock-jobbing  and  aXual  Dealings  in 
Britijh  Funds,  as  well  as  in  the  Money  and  Exchange  TranfaXions  of  this 
Kingdom,  all  of  which  Kinds  of  Dealings  are,  and  muft  be,  in  a  conlider- 
able  Degree  dependent  on  one  another.  The  Extent  of  their  fpeculative 
Deaings,  on  both  Sides  of  the  Water,  in  our  Funds,  is  known  to  be  very 
great,  as  well  as  the  clofe  Connexions  which  there  are  between  many  of 
the  great  Stock-jobbers  of  either  Country. 

From 
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From  the  Cireumflances  which  have  been  mentioned,  it  may  naturally 
be  fuppofed  that  the  great  Stock-jobbers  of  Holland  are  in  general  more 
in  the  real  Secret  of  Affairs,  or,  in  other  Words,  have  earlier  and  hirer 
Intelligence  of  what  is  meditating,  or  refolved  on,  in  State  Cabinets,  than 
the  Generality  or  even  beft- informed  Stock-jobbers  of  England ,  and  there¬ 
fore  engage  in  fuch  Tranfadtions  with  infinite  Advantage  over  thofe  of  our 
own  Country  who  are  not  connected  with  them,  befides  the  confequent 
collateral  ones  which  they  often  make,  in  their  Agios  and  Exchanges;  the 
former  being  entirely  in  their  own  Hands  to  raife  and  fall  at  Pleafure,  and 
the  latter  abundantly  more  under  their  Influence  than  our  own. 

Beheld  in  thefe  Lights,  foreign  Property  and  Tranfadtions  in  our  Funds 
•■muft  be  confidered  as  extremely  pernicious;  for  they  are  made  a  foak- 
ing  Spunge  of  the  vital  Moiflure  of  our  Body  Politic,  which  Foreigners 
are  continually  fqueezing  out,  to  their  own  infinite  Advantage,  who  fatten 
on  the  invigorating  Powers  which  they  fo  drain  away,  and  leave  us  in 
Want  of. 

If  there  have  been  political  Managers  fo  half-informed  or  fhort- lighted 
as  not  to  fee  to  what  Lengths  the  Operations  extended  of  fuch  a  national 
Evil,  their  Ignorance  has  proved  highly  unfortunate  to  their  Country ; 
and  was  exactly  of  a  Piece  with  that  of  a  young  Prodigal,  with  regard  to 
his  Inheritance,  whofe  foie  Attention  is  bellowed  on  the  Means  of  railing 
Money,  without  heeding  Confequences  from  Difad  vantage,  Wafle,  or  De¬ 
predation  ;  and  fo  goes  on  fuffering  in  every  Way,  till  he  becomes  in  a 
Condition  to  raife  no  more,  either  for  Profufion  or  Subfiflence,  and  then 
finds  himfelf  in  fuch  a  State  as  is  alike  helplefs  and  hopelefs. 

We  hear  frequently  (to  ufe  the  Stile  of  the  Place)  of  lame  Ducks  wad¬ 
dling  out  of  the  Alley,  that  is,  becoming  Bankrupts,  by  which  they  in¬ 
volve  all  thofe  in  Lofles  or  worfe  Misfortunes  who  have  any  Concerns  with 
them ;  and  we  likewife  hear  often  of  the  great  Lofles  and  frequent  Ruin 
of  Men  and  their  Families  by  Alley  Tranladlions ;  much  of  the  Plunder 
of  all  whom  we,  however,  know  is  gained  by  Sharpers  at  home,  and  fo 
far  the  Nation  is  no  otherwife  prejudiced  than  by  the  hurtful  Encourage¬ 
ment  which  it  gives  to  a  Spirit  of  Gaming.  But  the  very  confiderable 
Part  which  Natives  fo  lofe  to  the  Agents  of  Foreigners  here,  or  by  their 
own  Agents  to  them  abroad,  is  fo  much  real  Lofs  to  the  Kingdom ;  and 
we  may,  with  including  all  the  collateral  Circumflances  which  have  been 
mentioned,  fuppofe  it  to  be  very  great,  from  the  Advantages  fet  forth,, 
which  they  have  over  us,  and  of  which  there  are  fome  corroberating  Ap¬ 
pearances  that  may  be  of  a  Nature  too  delicate  to  mention. 

Thus 
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Thus  are  we,  in  EfFedt,  made  a  tributary  People  to  other  States,  and 
alfo  a  Prey  to  them,  from  making  them  in  too  great  a  Degree  our  Credi¬ 
tors,  by  the  Mortgages  which  we  have  fo  made  to  them  of  our  Lands, 
Trade,  and  Labour ;  all  of  which  together  has  been  a  Species  of  Policy 
exadtly  of  a  Piece  with  that  of  enabling  them  to  eat  our  Provifions  cheaper 
than  we  can  do  ourfelves,  and  of  Courfe  to  under-work  us,  by  Means  of 
immoderate  Bounties  which  are  paid  out  of  the  Pockets  of  the  People, 
from  whence  come  alfo  the  Taxes  that  pay  them  their  vaft  Inheritances 
for  Loans  of  Money,  not  borrowed  to  employ *at  home,  but  to  expend  in 
the  Service  of  foreign  States,  on  the  Plea  of  fupporting  that  political 
Bubble  called  the  Balance  of  Power,  with  which  we  could  have  naturally 
the  leaft  to  do,  and  which,  if  let  alone  by  us,  would  have  fupported  itielf, 
becaufe  all  States  and  Powers,  when  endangered,  will  be  fure  to  exert 
themfelves  in  Support  of  their  own  Independence ;  while  Britain,  from 
her  happy  neutral  Situation,  could  always  have  confulted  her  own  Inte- 
reft,  by  fecurely  and  advantageoufly  adting  at  all  Times  as  Arbitrefs  in 
fuch  political  Difputes  as  might  arife  in  Europe . 

For  thefe  too  falfe  Syftems  of  Policy  to  us  we  were  originally  indebted 
to  a  Dutch  King,  whofe  glorious  Character  in  all  other  Points  I  moll 
highly  revere,  with  Acknowledgements  of  the  great  Services  which  he  did 
to  this  Kingdom :  But,  as  a  good  Dutchman ,  he  hated  France  and  loved 
his  native  Country ;  and  therefore  I  confider  the  Fruits  of  his  Hatred  or 
AfFedtion  to  have  been  owing  lefs  to  his  Fault  than  our  Misfortune,  from 
his  not  being  born  among  us.  Nor  indeed  can  it  be  fuppofed  that  he  fore- 
faw  the  Extent  of  thofe  Evils  which  future  weak  or  wicked  Policy  has 
brought  upon  us  from  purfuing  his  Meafures,  though  for  ferving  other  and 
worfe  Purpofes  than  were  ever  thought  of  by  him. 
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LETTER  XVII. 

DEBTORS  may  with  Propriety  be  confidered  as  the  Slaves  of  their 
Creditors ;  for  in  private  Life  the  latter  can,  and  often  do,  impofe 
what  injurious  Conditions  they  pleafe  on  the  former  for  Forbearance  only, 
and  have  it  in  their  Power  likewife  to  deprive  them  of  their  Liberty,  and 
in  Confequence  thereof  to  punifh  them  with  the  fuffering  of  extreme 
Mifery. 

This, 


/ 
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This,  however,  cannot  be  the  Cafe  with  Refpedt  to  States  in  fuch  Mat¬ 
ters  ;  but  in  another  Way  the  Creditor  State  may  become  the  Talk- Ma¬ 
iler  of  the  Debtor,  by  Means  of  the  Neceffities  and  Misfortunes  of  the 
latter ;  and  Forbearance  in  fuch  Cafes  is  never  to  be  expelled,  for  States 
always  adt  by  one  another,  not  from  generous  Friendship,  but  mere  felfifh 
Policy. 

Suppofe  we  had  continued  as  unfuccefsful  in  the  late  War  as  we  were- 
at  the  Beginning  of  it,  what  muff  have  been  the  Confequences  but  our 
Submiffion  to  borrow  Money  of  other  Nations  on  fuch  Terms  as  they 
might  prefcribe,  and  alfo,  by  the  falling  of  our  Stocks  at  home,  to  enable 
them  to  purchafe  our  Property  of  that  Kind  for  lefs  than  half  its  real  Va¬ 
lue  ?  As  Things  were.  Three  per  Cents .  at  one  Time  were  confiderably 
under  Seventy,  and  had  the  War  continued  unprofperous  they  would  pro¬ 
bably  have  been  under  Forty.  On  what  advantageous  Conditions  then 
would  Foreigners  have  proceeded  in  engroffing  the  Produce  of  our  old 
Taxes,  by  purchafing  thofe  Funds  to  the  Proprietorfhip  of  which  they 
were  mortgaged ;  and  alfo  the  Produce  of  new  Taxes,  upon  equally  hard 
Terms,  for  frelh  Loans  ?  What  might  have  been  the  Cafe  then  may  be¬ 
come  the  Cafe  hereafter  in  a  new  War,  and  probably  in  a  worfe  Degree, 
from  the  fo  great  Increafe  of  our  Burthens,  if  in  the  intermediate  Times 
of  Peace  every  poflible  Power  of  the  Nation  is  not  to  the  utmofl  exerted 
for  effecting  a  confiderable  Difcharge  of  our  public  Debts. 

But  in  the  Degree  we  are  at  prefent  Debtors  to  foreign  Nations,  we 
are,  in  Fadt,  no  better  than  Slaves  in  a  political  Senfe;  for  we  are  all  toil¬ 
ing,  pinching,  or  contributing  to  pay  thofe  Dues  which  enrich  them  and 
impoverifli  ourfelves.  Remitted  Taxes  is  therefore  become  no  longer  an 
Objedt  to  us  as  a  People,  but  the  Reduction  of  our  Debts,  as  on  which- 
latter  Meafure  all  Property,  Profperity,  and  even  Safety,  muft  depend. 

Subjects  may  have  no  Recourfe  againfl  Government  in  Cafe  of  a  national 
Bankruptcy,  which,  in  the  Nature  of  Things,  may  happen  from  Misfor¬ 
tune;  but  other  States  have,  and  will  doubtlefs  apply  it,  by  making  Re¬ 
prisals  of  fuch  Property  as  they  may  find  within  their  Power  to  feize,  and 
will  moreover  promote  their  own  farther  Interefl:  by  augmenting  the  Em¬ 
broils  and  Diftrefles  that  may  thereon  be  occafioned  to  us  at  home. 

Or  can  any  great  or  rich  People  here  fuppofe  their  Property  will  then  be 
fecure,  or  the  Duration  of  their  Splendor  ?  Alas,  Neceflity  overbears  Law, 
and  the  Might  of  the  Many  will  overcome  the  Right  of  the  Few ;  fo  that 
no  one  can  pretend  to  forefee  the  IfTue  of  fuch  Scenes  of  Confufion  as  will 
naturally  then  happen. 


But 


[  2°4  ] 

But  Should  no  Tumults  prove  confequent,  the  Lofs  of  Income  to  Stock¬ 
holders  at  home  would  naturally  diminish  Trade  and  Manufactures,  ob- 
ftrudt  Circulation,  deftroy  private  Credit,  immenfely  augment  Parish  Bur¬ 
thens,  diminish  all  Taxes,  lower  the  Value  of  Lands  and  their  Products, 
fill  the  whole  Kingdom  with  Diftrefs  and  the  State  with  Debility,  pro- 
pably  occafion  the  Lofs  of  our  Colonies  and  foreign  Trade,  caufe  imme¬ 
diate  Depopulation,  and  fo  accomplish  public  Ruin. 

With  but  the  fmalleft  Hazard  of  fuch  Evils,  can  there  be  a  fingle  Al¬ 
ternative  to  balance  in  the  Minds  of  Statefmen  or  the  Public,  concerning 
the  great  Object  of  national  Policy  ?  which  muft  be  the  Difcharge  of  pub¬ 
lic  Debts ;  for  in  the  Dangers  and  Mifchiefs  which  they  are  big  with,  all 
Interefts  and  Properties  mull  certainly  become  involved,  and  thofe  mojl 
which  are  greateft .  Every  Nerve  of  the  State  Should  then  be  Strained, 
and  every  Power  of  it  exerted  to  the  utmoft,  for  fo  falutary  an  End; 
therefore  to  talk  of  eafing  the  Land-Tax  in  order  to  uphold  Luxury, 
with  fuch  a  Load  on  the  Public  Back,  or  to  think  of  Shifting  any  Part  of 
it  from  the  Shoulders  of  the  Affluent  or  Profufe,  upon  theirs  who  are  bend¬ 
ing  to  the  Earth  under  what  they  already  fuftain,  would  be  propofing 
what  muft  be  as  impoffible  as  it  would  be  cruel  to  effedt.  Then  let 
Luxury,  Vanity,  and  every  Species  of  Extravagance  become  leflened,  as 
they  ought  to  be,  in  order  to  procure  public  as  well  as  private  Relief. 
Taxes  may  be  neceflarily  altered,  but  they  ought  not  to  be  leflened  till 
the  State  becomes  considerably  eafed  of  its  Debts ;  nor  Should  any  View 
be  entertained  of  diminishing  public  Intereft  below  Three  per  Cent .  be- 
caufe  the  doing  of  it  would  probably  in  many  Ways  prove  injurious  to 
the  Public. 

Never  was  there  a  Plea  fo  ill  founded  as  that  for  reducing  the  additional 
Land-Tax,  while  all  the  other  additional  Taxes  are  continued;  becaufe 
the  Rents  and  Value  of  Lands  have  been  doubling,  while  that  of  Labour 
has  been  proportionally  leflening  from  the  increased  Prices  of  Provisions, 
which  have  fo  raifed  Landed  Property.  Never,  therefore,  was  there  an 
Outcry  fo  ill  founded,  and  of  Courfe  fo  highly  despicable,  as  that  of  the 
Hardships  of  the  Landed  Intereft  from  the  additional  Land-Tax,  becaufe 
if  it  is  doubled  fince  the  firft  laying  of  it  on,  their  Rents  have  become 
doubled  too ;  fo  that  in  general  they  pay  now  but  in  Proportion  to  the  Taxa¬ 
tion  that  was  then,  efpecially  if  the  Advantages  of  improved  Husbandry 
and  Lands  be  added  to  increafed  Rents ;  and  yet  they  have  the  Confcience 
to  aim  at  throwing  a  Burthen,  which  to  themSelves  is  fo  very  light,  upon 
overloaded  and  finking  Trade,  and  diftreSTed  Labour  of  every  Kind.,/ 
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No,  it  is,  of  the  new  Taxes,  the  laft  which  ought  to  be  taken  off;  the 
Profperity,  Safety,  and  Peace  of  the  Kingdom,  all  requiring  that  it  fhould 
be  fo,  unlefs  they  will  fubmit  to  an  Equality  of  Rate,  which  Juftice,  Ho¬ 
nour,  and  public  Welfare  do  all  make  highly  requifite.  By  an  equitable 
Rate  the  Tax  will  undoubtedly  become  reduced  to  a  Third  or  Fourth  of 
what  it  now  is,  for  producing  the  fame  Sum  ;  and  who  then  can  have  the 
Confidence  to  fay  that  it  is  an  unreafonable  or  grievous  Burthen  ?  But  if 
they  will  not  confent  to  fo  juft  a  Meafure,  then  it  ought  to  be  kept  up,  as 
an  effential  and  neceffary  Means  for  diminifhing  a  Debt  that  is  every  Way 
hurtful  and  dangerous,  and  indeed  to  no  Intereft  more  than  that  of  Land- 
Owners,  as  they  would  themfelves  become  convinced,  if  they  would  but 
open  their  partial  or  narrow  Minds  for  the  Reception  of  right  Convidions. 

PUBLICOLA. 
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LETTER  XVIII. 

NEXT  to  the  crying  Evils  of  making  us  a  Prey,  as  well  as  a  tributary 
People  to  other  Nations,  and  caufing  our  Trade  to  fink  under  the 
Burthens  laid  upon  it,  the  National  Debt  is  alfo  highly  pernicious  in  filling 
the  Kingdom,  and  particularly  the  Metropolis,  with  idle  and  ufelefs  People* 
and  alfo  in  keeping  from  Commerce  thofe  great  Capitals  which  either  lay 
dead  in  the  Funds,  and  are  a  Burthen  to  the  State,  or  elfe  are  employed  in 
the  Dealings,  or  rather  Gaming  of  the  Alley,  which  cannot  but  be  confi- 
dered  as  pernicious  Applications  of  them. 

All  idle  People  are  at  beft  ufelefs  to  a  State,  and  therefore  no  one  can 
have  too  few  of  them;  and  fuch  People  are  not  only  ufelefs,  but  generally 
of  all  others  the  moft  pernicious,  from  their  evil  Example  to,  and  ill  Ef¬ 
fects  on,  Society.  There  cannot  in  Nature  be  a  more  idle  Condition  than 
that  of  a  mere  Stockholder,  who  has  no  other  adual  Bufinefs  than  to  re¬ 
ceive  Half-yearly  Dividends;  which  Employment  of  Time  may  be  efti- 
mated  at  about  an  Hour  in  a  Year.  The  reft  of  their  whole  Lives  is  devo¬ 
ted  to  Pleafure ;  which  being  of  a  fatiating  Nature,  and  far  wide  from  true 
Happinefs,  much  Care  becomes  neceffary  to  them  for  the  killing  of  Time, 
which  is  commonly  fpent  in  trifling  Amufements,  or  Indulgences  in  Vice ; 
to  the  former  of  which  we  owe  all  the  abounding  Reforts  of  Folly  that 
too  greatly  feduce  better  Kinds  of  People  to  the  mif-fpending  of  Time,  or 
create  in  them  Impatience  under  the  Difcharge  of  their  focial  Duties, 
and  therefore  they  are  therein  with  Propriety  to  be  confidered  of  evil  Ex¬ 
ample  as  well  as  Practice. 
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In  Propotion  likewife  to  the  Degrees  of  fuch  pernicious  Property  in  In¬ 
dividuals  are  the  Degrees  of  their  Vices  of  every  Kind,  and  particularly 
that  of  Gaming,  which  is  now  become  fo  fafhionable  in  a  Variety  of  Ways, 
but  particularly  at  the  Card-Tables,  it  being  there  made  the  real  Bufinefs 
of  Thoufands  ;  and  from  which  very  few  receive  any  Kind  of  Benefit,  but 
Thoufands  are  made  miferable  and  unhappy.  Were  the  Evils,  however, 
confined  to  thefe  ufelels  Orders  of  People,  as  they  are  all  of  their  own 
feeking,  it  would  be  a  Matter  of  no  real  Concern  to  the  Community  :  But 
better  Members  of  Society,  thofe  whofe  Time  could  have  beneficial  Ap¬ 
plications,  are  drawn  in  by  Fafhion  and  Example  to  mifufe  it  in  the  fame 
Way,  to  the  Injury,  and  often  Ruin,  of  themfelves,  their  Families,  and  too 
frequently  many  others ;  as  well  as  to  the  eflential  Prejudice  of  the  King¬ 
dom,  which  has,  like  themfelves,  a  high  Interefl:  to  be  promoted  in  a  right 
Application  of  their  Time. 

Immenfe  likewife,  in  other  Ways,  are  the  Prejudices  done  to  the  State 
by  the  prevailing  national  Propenfity  to  fuch  trifling  or  hurtful  Pleafures, 
as  have  been  introduced  and  are  chiefly  fupported  by  the  Poffeffors  of  fuch 
Property ;  and  in  none  more  than  the  narrow  Paflion  with  which  Parents 
have  become  infpired,  for  fecuring  to  their  Offspring  fome  Kind  of  fecure 
Independency  for  the  Enjoyment  of  pleafurable  and  ufelefs  Life.  Hence 
has  Attention  to  mere  Security  too  generally  limited  Education  to  the  En¬ 
joyment  of  an  Income,  whether  fmall  or  confiderable,  which  Parents  will 
not,  and  Children  are  inftrudted  not  to  put  to  the  Hazards  to  which  bufy 
and  ufeful  Life  are  and  muft  be  expofed;  from  which  weak,  narrow,  and 
hurtful  Turn  of  Mind,  has  in  one  great  Degree  been  derived  the  public 
Evil  fo  loudly  complained  of,  viz.  A  prevailing  State  of  Celibacy  in  both 
Sexes ;  Children  being  educated  only  for  the  Enjoyment  of  the  Fortunes 
they  are  to  poffefs  or  inherit,  rather  than  for  the  great  Ends  of  Creation 
and  Society;  fo  that  the  natural  Views  to  Poflerity  are  become  too  greatly 
cut  off,  each  Individual  being  taught  to  make  Self-enjoyment  the  chief 
Objeft  even  in  connubial  Views  and  Stipulations ;  in  which  more  Regard 
is  had  to  the  full  Enjoyment  of  what  is  really  in  Pofleflion,  and  individual 
Security  therein,  than  to  any  probable  Improvements  of  it  that  can  be 
made  with  but  the  leaft  attending  Rifles,  and  on  the  more  enlarged  Views 
of  a  Progeny  made  profperous  by  fuch  Means  as  are  of  mofl  Utility  to  the 
State. 

From  this  narrow  and  fatal  Bias,  which  has  become  fixed  on  the  hu¬ 
man  Mind,  from  the  Facility  there  is  of  making  limited  Provifions  in  the 
Funds  (fupported  by  fuch  public  Burthens  as  our  great  national  Interefts 
are  finking  under)  we  fee  all  Kinds  of  public  and  private  Scenes  of  Difli- 
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pation  hourly  increafing  and  crouded,  and  generally  in  a  great  Degree  by 
People  in  Angle,  or  at  beft  in  ufelefs  Life ;  while  Trade  and  Population  are 
declining  apace,  honeft  Induftry  becoming  difpirited,  and  wretched  Pover¬ 
ty  growing  defperate.  But  what  is  ftill  more  amazing,  we  have  been  va¬ 
luing  ourfelves  on  the  Policy  which  has  produced  all  thefe  Evils,  and  boaft- 
ing  of  thofe  Refinements  in  Luxury  and  Folly  that  are  hurrying  us  into 
Ruin. 

There  is  no  Man  of  found  Knowledge  can  hefitate  to  pronounce,  that 
the  Kingdom  would  become  greatly  benefited  by  the  Extermination  of  all 
the  Stockholders  in  the  Kingdom,  if  thereby  the  public  Burthens,  upon 
which  they  fubfift,  could  become  effectually  annihilated  with  them.  The 
honourable  Difcharge  of  them  to  the  laft  Farthing,  therefore,  fhould  be  the 
fixed  ObjeCt  of  the  State,  as  well  for  the  common  Profperity  as  Safety. 
Our  national  Debts  ferve  alike  to  expofe  us  to  be  preyed  upon  by  foreign 
Harpies,  and  at  home  to  labour  and  fuffer  for  the  fattening  of  pernicious 
Locufts,  and  the  fubfifting  of  ufelefs  Drones;  who,  but  for  fuch  mifchievous 
Means  for  proving  hurtful,  would  of  Neceffity  fo  employ  themfelves,  and 
perhaps  others,  for  individual  Advantage,  as  to  prove  highly  beneficial  to 
the  Community.  Thus,  by  the  happy  Exchange  of  Idlenefs,  Vice,  and 
Folly,  for  induftrious  Application,  Virtue,  andUtility,we  might  enfure pub¬ 
lic  Safety,  and  increafe  national  Profperity  to  an  inconceiveable  Degree. 

The  good  EffeCts  which  the  Difcharge  of  our  public  Debts  would  have 
on  our  national  Commerce,  will  be  the  next  Subject  of  Confideration. 

PUBLICOLA. 
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LETTER  XIX. 

WERE  there  no  Means  of  locking  up  the  Capitals  which  are  conti¬ 
nually  acquiring  by  Individuals,  in  what,  in  a  national  Senfe,  are 
*  mijcalled  the  Public  Funds,  or  of  employing  them  in  the  hurtful,  nay, 
often  iniquitous  Practice  of  Stock-jobbing  or  Alley-gaming,  they  would 
of  Neceffity  become  fo  much  better  employed,  as  Utility  is  above  Mif- 
chief,  that  is,  in  commercial  Purfuits,  which  in  their  Natures  mud  be 
illimitable ;  or  elfe  of  taking  Mortgages  on  the  Property,  Trade,  and  La¬ 
bour  of  other  Nations,  and  therein  happily  to  reverfe  a  Practice  which  has 
become  fo  baneful  to  ourfelves. 

D  d  2  '  The 

*  It  is  Nonfenfe  and  Abfurdity  in  Terms  to  call  Public  Debts  Public  Funds,  becaufe  the  Word 
Fund  means  a  Capital  in  actual  Employment,  or  ready  for  Application  ;  but  our  State  Funds,  as  they 
are  erroneoufly  called,  are  no  other  than  Debts  formed  for  Loans  that  to  us  are  annihilated,  and 
therefore  they  are  no  Stocks  of  real  national  Property,  but  only  of  Debts. 
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The  Relources  for  extending  Commerce  are  inexhauftible,  if  fought 
after  by  People  of  great  Property,  as  was  heretofore  the  Cafe  during  the 
Infancy  and  Progrefs  of  our  foreign  Trade,  till  it  reached  its  Meridian, 
which  (our  Colony  Trade  excepted,  that  naturally  has  increafed  with  the 
Population  of  thofe  Countries,  and,  with  the  Exercife  of  right  Policy,  will 
proportionally  continue  fo  to  do)  was  early  in  the  prefent  Century  :  Since 
which  Time  it  has  generally  been  on  the  Decline,  occafioned  chiefly  by 
the  Men  of  moft  monied  Property  quitting  the  real  commercial  Province 
for  Money  Dealings  at  home,  which  they  found  to  be  attended  with  lefs 
Trouble,  and,  if  they  had  Skill  and  Intereft,  with  lefs  Hazard  and  more 

Profit.  '  . 

But  however  indulgent  or  advantageous  to  Individuals  this  Change  of 
Purfuits,  or  Practice,  may  have  been,  it  has  certainly  proved  dircCtly 
otherwise  to  the  Nation,  which  has  thereby  loft  the  infinite  Advantages 
which  would  have  accrued  to  the  general  Community  from  the  Employ¬ 
ment  of  fuch  Fortunes  in  Trade  and  Commerce,  and  the  conftantly  in- 
creafing  Skill  and  Experience  of  its  Pofleffors. 

In  the  mean  Time  moft  Branches  of  our  foreign  Trade  have  got  into 
wrong  Channels,  and  even  injurious  Hands,  who  have  debafed  the  Qua¬ 
lities  of  our  Manufactures,  and  introduced  all  Kinds  of  Frauds  in  their 
Fabrication  and  even  Meafurement,  which  have  been  owing  to  fo  many 
little  Dealers  interfering  with  our  Trade  in  fuch  Kinds  of  Exports,  either 
as  trifling  Adventurers  in  Branches  of  Commerce  that  require  great  Capi¬ 
tals  to  infure  Credit  to  our  Goods,  and  folid  Advantages  to  the  Kingdom, 
or  elfe  fuch  little  FaCtors  or  Commiflion  Hunters  as  have  filled  Europe 
with  their  Riders  to  hawk  for  Orders  from  they  know  not  whom,  and 
from  whofe  random  Credit,  given  to  thofe  who  are  no  better  than  them- 
felves,  the  Kingdom  is  continually  fufifering  in  its  commercial  Reputation 
as  well  as  Intereft,  as  we  may  readily  conclude,  from  the  Numbers  of 
fuch  Merchants,  as  they  call  themfelves,  continually  becoming  Bankrupts, 
either  from  their  Want  of  Solidity,  or  the  proper  Knowledge  of  Men,  or 
of  the  Bufinefs  in  which  they  are  fo  prefumptuous  as  to  engage. 

While  our  Trade  of  Exports  in  Manufactures  was  carried  on  by  fuch 
Merchants  as,  according  to  the  antient  Stile,  might  be  called  Princes, 
from  the  Affluence  of  their  Fortunes  and  the  Extent  of  their  Engage¬ 
ments,  the  Manufactures  of  the  Kingdom  were  kept  in  high  Repute,  and 
the  Supplies  to  foreign  Kingdoms  were  made  regular,  and  upon  the 
beft  Terms,  as  no  Credit  was  taken  from  Fabricants  or  their  FaCtors, 
which  muft  always  be  difadvantageous  to  Trade  *as  well  as  the  Trader ; 
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nor  were  there  of  Courfe  any  of  the  Debafements  of  Qualities  in  Goods, 
or  Frauds  in  Widths  or  Lengths  of  them,  on  any  Pretence  winked  at  or 
excufed. 

While  the  moft  beneficial  Trade  of  the  Kingdom  continued  in  fuch 
Hands,  it  was  always  on  a  folid  and  improveable  Footing;  but  when  it 
fell  into  thole  of  inferior  Dealers  it  became  precarious,  and  gradually  di¬ 
minished,  while  the  Science  of  Commerce  dwindled  into  the  Art  of  the 
inferior  Dealer;  and  now  our  foreign  Trade  of  that  Kind  is  too  much  got 
into  fuch  Hands  as  ferve  to  manifeft  its  being  in  the  very  laft  Stage  of 
Exigence,  fuch  Men  as  feldom  carry  their  Views  beyond  the  depending 
Tranfadtion ;  from  whole  Management  it  is  no  otherwife  to  be  refcued, 
than  by  reftoring  to  pra&ical  Commerce  thofe  abundant  Fortunes  which 
are  otherwife  appropriated  in  Ways  that  are  either  burthenfome  or  hurtful 
to  the  Community. 

But  on  any  confiderable  Reduction  of  the  national  Debt  and  Alley  Bu- 
finefs,  great  Capitals  would  be  again  thrown  into  Trade,  and  new  Chan¬ 
nels  of  Commerce  opened,  which  there  cannot  want  Means  of  doing. 
Then  the  fubordinate  Dealers  would  foon  fink  into  their  proper  Ranks  of 
Life  again,  and  all  Kinds  of  ufeful  Employment,  as  confequently  Popula¬ 
tion  would  become  very  much  increafed,  and  therewith  the  Profperity  and 
Power  of  the  State. 

It  is  amazing  how  the  People  of  Holland ,  without  natural  Wealth  of 
any  Kind,  by  Induftry  and  Application,  benefit  their  Country  as  well  as 
themfelves.  They  properly  clafs  themfelves  as  afiiduous  Labourers  for  in¬ 
dividual  and  common  Good,  and  by  their  perlonal  Profperity  promote  that 
of  the  State.  With  fimilar  Condudt  what  might  not  this  Kingdom  be¬ 
come,  abundantly  as  it  is  bleft  with  all  Kinds  of  natural  Riches  and  every 
Bounty  of  Providence  ?  The  Dutch  may  truly  be  called  a  Hive  of  provi¬ 
dent  and  induftrious  Bees.  We  have  Numbers  of  the  fame  Kinds ;  but 
mixed  with  them  Swarms  of  ufelefs  Drones,  preying  Wafps,  and  deftruc- 
tive  Hornets,  all  bent  upon  fpoiiing  one  another,  thole  of  more  Merit,  or 
the  Public,  facrificing  the  very  Advantages  which,  as  a  People,  are  pecu¬ 
liarly  our  own,  and  even  perverting  into  Evils  what  were  bellowed  on  us 
for  the  greatell  of  Benefits. 

Blefiings  are  naturally  turned  into  Curfes  by  Abufe ;  and  fuch,  by  the 
Means  of  evil  Policy,  have  become  the  Effects  of  our  national  Credit,  which 
a  fenfible  Writer  faid,  fome  Time  ago,  mull  be  ruined,  or  it  would  ruin 
the  Kingdom;  but  the  bell  Way  muil  be  to  preferve  it,  and  make  it  ufe¬ 
lefs.  Certain  it  is,  our  Policy  therein  has  brought  us  into  a  perplexed  and 
even  perilous  Situation,  by  making  us  the  Debtors  inltead  of  the  Creditors 
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of  other  Nations,  by  rendering  the  State  poor  and  Individuals  too  rich,  and 
by  increafing  the  ufelefs  and  leffening  the  Numbers  of  ufeful  People ;  all  of 
which  are  fuch  Evils  as  we  can  only  get  rid  of  by  reverfing  our  former 
Conduit. 

PUBLICOLA. 
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LETTER  XX. 

THERE  was  no  Kind  of  bad  Paffion  or  Difpofition  indulged,  in  the 
Reprefentatioii  which  has  been  made  of  the  prefen t  State  of  our 
Trade  and  Traders  in  exported  Manufactures.  That  there  are  feveral 
Men  of  great  Fortune  and  high  Credit  concerned  in  that  Commerce  upon 
their  own  Account,  is  well  known ;  but  fuch  is  not  the  general  Footing 
on  which  that  mod  important  Branch  of  our  Commerce  now  ftands, 
though  it  would  be  the  only  State  of  it  that  could  infure  Permanency  or 
great  Advantage  to  the  Kingdom ;  that  is,  fafe  with  refpeCt  to  fupporting 
the  Credit  of  our  Manufactures,  and  advantageous  in  fecuring  the  due  Re¬ 
turns  for  them  to  this  Country. 

Real  Merchant  Adventurers,  in  Succeflion  from  the  Days  of  Grejham 
and  Sutton  to  thofe  of  the  prefent  Time,  have  always  had  Houfes  efta- 
blifhed,  under  their  own  Influence,  in  the  feveral  Countries  in  which  our 
Manufactures  were  confumed,  which  they  kept  regularly  fupplied  as  the 
Markets  required;  and  they  had  a  conftant  Intereft  to  fupport  in  the 
Credit  of  thofe  Goods,  which  were  always  ftampt  with  their  own  peculiar 
Marks.  Such  Traffic  was  by  them  fcientfically  and  reputably  profecuted, 
and  with  fuch  Capitals  employed  therein  as  would  admit  of  giving  all  re- 
quifite  Credits ;  fo  that  they  well  knew  who  they  dealt  with,  and  what 
they  were  about.  But  fuch  can  never  be  the  Cafe  with  thofe  who  fend 
their  Riders  about  the  World  to  get  Orders  on  Commiflion,  which  they 
execute  here  upon  the  Credit  which  is  given  them  by  Manufacturers  and 
Dealers,  who  are  too  often  made  Sufferers  by  the  Temerity  of  fuch  un¬ 
bottomed  Adventurers;  of  which  Kinds  we  have  great  Numbers  here, 
both  of  Natives  and  Foreigners,  who  are  continually  breaking  by  their 
rafli,  injudicious,  or  ignorant  Engagements,  to  the  perlonal  Injury  of  thofe 
who  truft  them,  and  to  the  continual  Prejudice  of  the  Kingdom,  by  fre¬ 
quent  Exportations  of  its  Merchandize,  for  which  few  or  no  Returns  are 
ever  made. 

To  fuch  unqualified  and  unfolid  Interlopers  in  a  Trade  of  fuch  extreme. 
Importance  has  likewife  been  owing,  as  was  mentioned  before,  the  Intro¬ 
duction 
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duclion  of  many  fraudulent  Pra&ices,  fuch  as  have  ferved  to  fink  our  tra¬ 
ding  and  manufacturing  Credit  almoft  below  that  of  any  other  Country, 
if  not  beyond  Retrieval :  All  of  which  together  may  be  confidered  as  a 
great  and  complicated  Evil,  occafioned  by  the  Mifapplication  of  fo  much 
of  the  trading  or  monied  Property  of  the  Kingdom,  to  fuch  Ufes  as  have 
been  every  Way  hurtful  to  the  State. 

Thus  far  by  Way  of  enlarging  on  fome  of  the  Contents  of  my  laft  Let¬ 
ter  :  And  now  let  us  more  particularly  confider  how  great  the  Benefits 
muft  prove  to  the  Kingdom  and  every  refpeClive  Interefi;  in  it,  if  we  could 
free  ourfelves  from  thofe  moft  pernicious  Debts  which  we  owe  to  Foreign¬ 
ers,  reftore  that  monied  Property  to  Trade  which  has  been  funk  into  mif- 
chievous  Incumbrances,  and,  by  the  Accomplifhment  of  both,  get  rid  of 
thofe  burthenfome  Taxes  which  fo  injurioufly  affeCt  all  better  Kinds  of 
Property  as  well  as  Labour,  as  alfo  the  belt  Trade  of  the  Kingdom. 

Considering  the  Load  of  Debt  the  Nation  groans  under ,  even  after  doubling 
fome  Taxes ,  inereajing  others ,  and  laying  on  fome  new  ones ,  and  all  in  Time 
of  Peace,  which  was  never  done  before ,  it  feems  hard  that  the  Landed  Inte - 
reft.  Trade,  and  Manufactures  fhould  bear  fo  large  a  Share  of  the  Burden, 
a  confderable  Part  whereof  muft  fall  upon  the  Poor  in  this  Time  of  Dearth 
and  Scarcity,  as  Salt,  Soap,  Candles,  Leather ,  &c.  of  which  a  Mitigation 
would  be  a  fenfble  Eafe.  But  perhaps,  on  mature  Deliberation,  true  Pa¬ 
triots  and  Lovers  of  their  Country  might  excogitate  other  Affiances,  that  it 
might  bring  in  a  handfome  yearly  Sum,  that  it  might  be  faithfully  fet  afde 
by  itfelf  towards  paying  fome  Part  of  the  Debt  without  oppr  effing  the  Poor ; 
as  all  unneceffary  Ramblers  into  Joreign  Countries  to  fpend  Money  among ft 
our  Enemies,  to  the  frengthening  them  and  weakening  ourfelves ,  and  bring¬ 
ing  home  their  Faftions ,  Drcfs,  and  Luxury ,  to  be  fupported  in  a  great  Mea- 
fure  by  Smuggling,  to  the  diminifhing  our  own  Trade,  and  public  Lofs ;  and 
alfo  a  Tax  upon  all  new  Titles  of  Honour  conferred  by  his  Majefty ;  taking  of 
all  Penftons,  Annuities,  and  Sinecures  not  paid  out  of  the  Civil  Lift  Money; 
and  all  Miniftenal  Places,  Pofts,  and  Commiftions  might  be  yearly  difcharged 
gratis  by  Rotation,  and  their  Salaries  put  to  the  Payment  of  the  Public  Debt; 
nor  new  Officers  made  as  the  old  die,  but  their  Pay  go  to  the  Public  Debt ; 
or  that  the  new  ones  have  only  Half-Pay  during  the  Peace,  and  the  other 
Half  go  to  paying  the  Debt ;  and  that  during  the  Peace,  if  Places  and  Of- 
fees  are  permitted  to  be  fold.  Half  of  the  Price  fall  go  to  paying  the  Debt, 
and  not  all  into  the  Juperior  Officer  s  Pocket ;  that  no  one  Man  fhould  have 
two  or  three  Places,  and  allowed  Subftitutes ;  and  a  Tax  may  be  laid  on  every 
Pack  of  Hounds ;  and  that  all  Pleajiires  and  Diverftons  depending  on  Chance 
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or  hot  be  taxed  at  leajl  one  Half  of  the  Bets,  as  Ho rf e-Races ,  Cards,  Dice , 
&c.  and  fuch  other  faxes  of  the  like  Nature  as  the  IVifdom  of  the  Legijlator 
think  proper,  be  folely  appropriated  to  the  Payment  of  fome  Part  of  the  na - 
tiojial  Debt,  without  expending  any  Part  of  the  Batchelors  Tax  either  to  this 
Purpofe  or  to  the  U/es  of  Government,  but  applied  to  the  Support  of  Orphans 
(not  Foundling)  Hof  pit  aL 

That  there  is  no  one  Branch  of  our  beneficial  Commerce  but  what  is 
capable  of  being  greatly  extended,  and  that  many  other  new  and  import¬ 
ant  Channels  of  national  Trade  might  be  opened,  are  what  no  Man  of 
true  Intelligence  can  poflibly  doubt :  That  fuch  buried  Capitals  therefore, 
if  reftored  to  individual  Ufe,  would  be,  in  various  Ways,  employed  to  fuch 
very  eftimable  Purpofes,  cannot  rationally  be  doubted.  Let  us  but  figure 
then,  in  Imagination,  the  Spirit  of  Enterprize  which  would  gradually 
take  Birth  for  the  Re-inveftiture  of  fuch  Property  as  would  in  fuch  Man¬ 
ner  be  reftored  to  private  Employment.  Adventurers  in  the  Alley  would 
become  Adventurers  in  commercial  Undertakings  of  every  Kind,  and  new 
trading  Refources  fought  after,  for  the  Employment  of  Fortunes  which 
People  would  not  fuffer  to  lie  dead  on  their  Hands,  in  order  to  fubfift 
themfelves  by  the  Confumption  of  the  Principal.  Thus  idle  People  of 
Fortune  would  become  turned  into  buly  ones;  and  the  good  Ufe  which 
they  would  fo  make  of  their  own  Time  and  Money,  would  furnifh  Em¬ 
ployment  and  Subfiftence  to  infinite  greater  Numbers  of  other  valuable 
People,  ferve  to  increafe  Population  and  Navigation,  with  every  eligible 
Branch  of  the  Revenue,  and  contribute,  of  Courfe,  greatly  to  the  Aggran¬ 
dizement  of  the  State,  in  Power,  Riches,  and  Influence. 

Scenes  of  Diflipation  and  Folly  might  indeed  diminish  by  fuch  a 
Change,  but  Hives  of  Induftry  would  become  replenifhed  and  increafed 
in  reftored  and  new-ereCted  manufacturing  Towns  throughout  the  King¬ 
dom;  and  the  very  beft  Undertaking  would  become  engaged  in  for  the 
good  Employment  of  Money  in  facilitating  every  Kind  of  trading  Inter- 
courfe  between  all  Parts  of  the  Ifland,  in  Favour  of  the  general  Commerce 
of  the  Kingdom,  and  particularly  that  on  which  all  our  national  Power 
and  Profperity  muft  ever  depend,  I  mean  its  ineftimable  Trade  of  export¬ 
ed  Manufactures. 

From  Time-Killers  we  fhould  then  become  a  Nation  of  Time-Impro¬ 
vers,  and  therein  happier  in  ourfelves,  and  more  beneficial  to  the  State. 
Inftead  of  fuffering  our  Wooll  to  fupply  foreign  Manufactories,  we  fhould 
leek  for  That  of  other  Countries,  and  ranfack  the  whole  Globe  for  every 
other  Kind  of  raw  Materials  for  the  better  furnifhing  of  our  own.  Land 
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Owners  would  then  experience  the  Error  of  that  Policy  which,  for  the 
Support  of  Exaction,  occafions  Depopulation,  they  would  find  the  beft- 
improved  Value  of  their  Eftates  to  confift  in  an  increafed  ufeful  Popula¬ 
tion,  and  a  more  permanent  Advantage  in  improved  Ground-Rents  would 
be  experienced  than  from  Bounties  on  Corn  Exportations,  which  are  fo 
ruinous  to  the  Kingdom. 

Ideas  like  thefe  would  irradiate  the  Minds  of  Statefmen ;  and  the  vigo¬ 
rous  Purfuits  of  fuch  Meafures  as  they  would  infpire,  would  foon  give  a 
real  Glory  to  their  Adminiftration.  They  would  by  fuch  Means  infure 
to  themfelves  the  grateful  Applaufe  of  their  own,  and  the  Admiration  of 
all  future  Times  :  And  fure  the  Bleflings  of  Cotemporaries,  and  the  Praife 
of  future  Ages,  fliould,  with  the  grateful  Senfe  of  confcious  Merit,  be 
confidered  as  the  itrongeft  Stimulations  to  Men  of  Virtue  and  Eminence 
to  do  their  Country  the  nobleil  Services. 

PUBLICOLA. 
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